Matt 20:17-34; Lu 19:1-27; Jn 12:1-11 – Lesson Notes – Tying Up Loose Ends 
The Big Idea: To continue Jesus’ work we must sacrifice personal ambition, seek the salvation of those on the outside, and devote ourselves to worshiping Him. 

	I. Releasing Personal Ambition – Sacrifice (Matt 20:17-28)
	Key Idea: Leaders in Jesus kingdom measure their greatness by their sacrifice for others, not by fulfilling personal ambition. 

	1. Read Matt 20:17-19. What did Jesus tell His disciples that was about to happen (v18-19)? Why do you think He kept telling them this (see Matt 16:21)? 
	For the third time (see Matt 16:21, 17:22-23) Jesus told His disciples about His impending death at Jerusalem (Peter, James and John also overheard Him talking about at His transfiguration (Lu 9:31). In this particular reminder He further revealed that He would be mocked and scourged, that the manner of His death would be crucifixion, and that He would be delivered up to Gentiles. This would have been exceptionally repulsive to Jews, showing the depth of His sacrifice for us. He also told them that He would be raised up on the third day, but they seemed to ignore this part of His prophecy. He kept telling them about these things to reinforce the fact that it was actually going to happen since His disciples didn’t want to believe it. They would look back on this prophecy, though, and understand that it wasn’t a “random act of violence”, but part of the preordained plan of God, who would also raise Him from the dead. This event would reveal also that He went into this suffering voluntarily, emphasizing His great love for us. 

	2. In Matt 20:20-23 who came to Jesus (v20) and what was the request (v21)? How did Jesus clarify what this would actually mean for them (v22)? Why did He not grant their request (v23)? Explain. 
	James’ and John’s mother came to Jesus on behalf of her sons to request that they be installed on His right and left hand in His kingdom – the positions of preeminence and prime delegated authority. Jesus informed them that this would require drinking of His cup of suffering and death, and when He asked if they were able to do this, they said they were. Having secured this answer – which was probably a little arrogant and smacked of self-sufficiency – Jesus told them that He did not have the authority to grant these positions; that was the Father’s prerogative. However, they would indeed drink of His cup, and tradition tells us that this very thing did happen to them. Just as with Jesus the pathway to glory always comes through suffering. 

	3. From Matt 20:24-28 how did the ten respond when they heard about the request (v24)? What problem did they all have and how did Jesus correct it (v25, 26, 27)? Who exemplified His answer (v28)? 
	When the other ten disciples heard about James’ and John’s request, they became indignant (greatly vexed, in pain) with them. The problem all of them had was that they wanted to “lord it over” others; they wanted to be “in charge” so they could stroke their egos. Jesus, though, told them that the way of leadership in His kingdom was upside down. His leaders were at the bottom instead of the top; they were to be servants of those they led, rather than being served by those they led. True greatness is measured by how many people one serves, and how well he serves them. To be first in Jesus’ kingdom one must become a slave. Jesus, the Son of Man, exemplified this; He did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. 

	II. Rescuing People Abandoned – Salvation (Matt 20:29-34; Lu 19:1-10)
	Key Idea: Those abandoned by society and religion are the very ones that Jesus seeks to restore. 

	4. Using Matt 20:29-34 who did Jesus encounter as He left Jericho (v29-20)? What did they ask (v31, 33) and how did Jesus respond (v32, 34)? What does this show about Him? 
	Jesus encountered two blind men who were sitting by the side of the road as He left Jericho. They were crying out to Him, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David”. The multitude told them sternly to be quiet, but Jesus stopped and asked them what they wanted Him to do for them. They told Him that they wanted their eyes to be opened and upon hearing this, He was moved with compassion; He touched their eyes, and immediately they regained their sight. This story shows that Jesus cares about the least significant of people who have a need and simply cry out for mercy. There are no “nobodies” in Jesus’ kingdom. 

	5. Read Luke 19:1-5. Who else did Jesus encounter and what was he like (v1-3)? What did he do (v4) and how did Jesus respond (v5)? 
	In Jericho Jesus also encountered Zaccheus, a chief tax collector who was rich and small in stature. Because of his diminutive size when he heard Jesus was passing through he climbed a tree so he could see Him. This would have been humiliating for a person of his status, but he was desperate to see Jesus. When Jesus came to his tree He stopped, looked up, and told Zaccheus that he needed to “hurry” and “come down” because Jesus had to stay at his house. The word “had to” is the Greek word, “dei”, which means “it is necessary”, connoting divine necessity. In other words Jesus had a divine appointment with Zaccheus that day to “stay” at his house. He would abide with him. 

	6. Looking at Luke 19:6-10 what was Zaccheus’ new condition (v6, 9) and what showed this (v6, 8)? Why had this occurred (v5, 10-11)? How did the Jewish leaders react (v7)? 
	In accordance with God’s will Zaccheus hurried and came down and “received Him gladly”. This was very significant, showing that he had become a follower or adherent of Jesus’. He became a brand new person on the inside, and as evidence of this he stopped and told Jesus, “Lord, behold half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything I will give back four times as much”. This was the largest penalty for theft in the Old Testament, and didn’t really apply to him, but he considered himself to have sinned in greatest measure. He admitted his sinfulness and received Jesus’ gracious acceptance of him, and thus he became a true child of God. He was one of the elect children of Abraham, as Jesus said, and for this reason his heart was ready when Jesus got there. Jesus, the Son of Man, had come to seek and to save that which was lost – the elect sheep of the house of Israel. Unfortunately, the Jewish leaders didn’t view Zaccheus this way; he was unredeemable in their eyes and was merely a “sinner”. So, they grumbled that Jesus accepted him by eating at his house; they wanted everyone to ostracize him so that he would be fully punished. In their minds God was theirs alone. 

	III. Revealing Pure Affection – Worship (Lu 19:11-27; John 12:1-11)
	Key Idea: Our love for Jesus will be seen as we invest His resources in the lives of others and by our worship of Him. 

	7. From Luke 19:11-15 why did Jesus tell this story (v11)? What does it reveal about the King (v12, 15) and His subjects (v13, 14)? 
	Because many thought that God’s kingdom was about to appear Jesus told a parable to correct this perception and to give details about the intervening period of time. The nobleman (King, Jesus) was going to another country (heaven) to receive a kingdom for himself. In other words Jesus wasn’t about to establish His kingdom; that would be much later and when He returned it would be with His kingdom. In the story this nobleman called together ten of his slaves and gave each ten minas (100 days’ wages) to use to turn a profit for him until he returned. The citizens (the Jewish people) hated this nobleman and declared that they did not want him to reign over them, implying that they didn’t want him to come back. So, there is the nobleman, Jesus, who would return with His kingdom, the slaves, representing Jesus’ disciples who were to invest His resources with return until He came back, and the citizens, or the Jewish people who rejected Him. 

	8. Using Luke 19:16-27 what results did the subjects have (v16, 18, 20-21) and how did Jesus respond to this (v17, 19, 22-25)? Why (v26)? How did He deal with His enemies (v27)?
	The first and second of Jesus’ slaves reported that His money had brought a good return, making an additional ten and five minas respectively. They were both commended by the Master, saying that they had done well, that they were good slaves, and that having done well in a very little thing that they would be given authority over ten and five cities respectively. Another slave, though, came with the mina he had been given and told him that he had hidden them in a handkerchief. He had reasoned that the master was an exacting man, taking up where he did not lay down, and reaping where he had not sown. He was afraid of him because of his misconception of his master. This was really a smokescreen, though, for the slave’s slothfulness and lack of faith. The master told him that he would be held accountable by his own words, saying that if he thought this that he should have at least invested his mina somewhere for even a small return. His judgment was to take away his mina and give it to the one with ten. The principle was that the one who has invested with return would be given more, but the one who refused to invest will have what he had taken away. That which a follower of Jesus has is His word – He gives it to us as seed to multiply and if we sow it there will be a return. However, if we refuse to use the resources He has given us He will give them to another who has demonstrated the willingness to sow them into people’s lives. As for those who do not wish the Master (Jesus) to rule over them, they will get their wish. He will not rule over them and will instead have them slain in His presence. His enemies will receive eternal judgment for having rejected the King.  

	9. In John 12:1-8 what happened in Bethany (v1-2, 3)? How did Judas react (v4-5)? Why (v6)? How did Jesus answer him (v7-8) and how can we apply this? 
	In Bethany where Lazarus had been raised a supper was made for Jesus on His way to Jerusalem. As always Martha was serving, but Lazarus was one of those eating with Him at the table. What a scene that must have been to see a man dead only a few days before eating supper with Jesus who had raised him. Mary, in deep gratitude and worship, took a pound of costly perfume, nard, and poured it over the feet of Jesus, and then wiped His feet with her hair. In a note filled with symbolic significance it was reported that the house was permeated with the fragrance of this perfume. One cannot truly worship Jesus without the entire atmosphere changing. When Judas saw this he objected, saying that this was an extravagant waste; the perfume could have been sold for a sizable amount and given to the poor. He said this, not because he was actually concerned about them, but because he was a thief, who as the treasurer of the apostolic band habitually pilfered from the money box. Jesus told everyone to leave her alone that she might keep the remainder of the perfume for the day of His burial. Since the poor would always be around they would have ample opportunities to care for them, but Jesus would be gone soon and the time for showing their love tangibly would be gone. There are times when we must show extravagant love to Jesus in worship, keeping us from ministry to others, but there are other times when we must show this love by caring for others. Both must be present in our lives for true love to be shown to Him. 

	10. Based on John 12:9-11 who found out that Jesus was in Bethany (v9) and what were the results (v9, 10-11)? Why?
	The great multitude of Jews who were gathering in Jerusalem for the feast of Passover learned that Jesus was at Bethany, along with the resurrected Lazarus. Therefore they came to see both of them. This led the chief priests to counsel together to not only put Jesus to death, but Lazarus also. This was obviously ludicrous because he hadn’t remained dead the first time; if God wanted him alive they couldn’t keep him dead. In spite of this irrational thinking they plotted to kill him, primarily because many of the Jews were leaving them and believing in Jesus. 

	11. How does address the importance of releasing personal ambition to His disciples, of rescuing abandoned people, and of reaffirming the value of worshiping Him in this study. How can you apply this to your life? 
	If we are to carry on Jesus’ kingdom work we must follow His example by seeking places to serve His people rather than positions of preeminence over them. Status and rank have no place in His kingdom; all that matters is how many people we serve for His glory. We must also be investing our lives in rescuing those who are abandoned, bringing them to salvation. Outsiders like Zaccheus and the two blind men do matter to Jesus and they should matter to us. It is not enough to just take care of those on the inside, but we must reach out to the ones who are lost if we are to carry on His work. Finally, we must devote ourselves to the worship of Jesus if we are to involve ourselves in the growth of His kingdom. He must be central to all we do, and no extravagance is too great in our worship of Him. This is our basic motivation as we serve Him – to show our love for Him because of His great love for us, and to serve Him with the resources with which He has entrusted us. Sacrifice, serving and worship – we must continue these priorities to build His kingdom 


