Daily Study Questions for Isaiah 24-35

The Big Idea: God’s judgment of His enemies and restoration of His people is so certain that we should live with an attitude of total confidence every day. 
	I. The Certainty and Comfort of Judgment (24-27)
	Key Idea: The certainty of God’s judgment of His enemies brings comfort to those who follow Him.  

	1. Read Isaiah 24:1-5, 19-23. What will God do one day to the earth (v1, 3, 19-20) and its people (v2, 4, 21-22)? Why (v5)? 
	The Lord will devastate the earth to the point that its surface is distorted and scatter its inhabitants. It will be broken, split through, shaken violently, will reel back and forth like a drunkard, and will fall, never to rise again. The people of the earth will all be leveled – people like priest, servant like master, maid like mistress, buyer like seller, etc – so that the exalted ones of the earth fade away. The hosts of heaven (evil spiritual authorities in heavenly places), along with the kings of the earth that they support will be gathered together like prisoners in a dungeon and punished. The reason is that the earth has been polluted by its inhabitants through their transgression of God’s laws and their breaking of God’s everlasting covenant. This may apply to the sin in the garden of Eden, or to the law relating to the flood – Gen 9:6. Either way, God’s covenants are always His agreement to protect us if we will cooperate with Him, and while He keeps His end of the deal, we fail and punishment is inevitable. Significantly, when man sins the earth is affected by this (compare Rom 8:20-21). 

	2. In Is 25 what has God planned for the ruthless and for the needy (v1-5)? What will he do for all who have waited on His salvation (v6-9)? 
	The ruthless will not be able to carry out their plans against the needy because God is going to protect them. He will bring down fortified cities as a signal to the ruthless of His power, and He will be a refuge for the needy, He will shade them from the hot breath of the ruthless, thereby silencing the ruthless’ song of victory altogether. For all who have waited for God’s salvation He will prepare a lavish banquet for them, and He will swallow up the covering which has been stretched across all nations. This covering is apparently death, because when it is removed every tear will be wiped away. In that day the reproach (persecution for His namesake) of those who have waited on His salvation will be taken away. 

	3. From 26 what is the mindset of the righteous (v1-4, 7-8) and what do they understand (v11-12, 13, 18, 19)? How does this provide hope?
	The mindset of the righteous is one of feeling secure because he trusts in the defenses of the Lord; He is the one who sets up “walls and ramparts” around the city for security. He opens His gates for the righteous to enter in, and the “steadfast of mind”, the one who steadily trusts in Him, is kept in perfect peace because of this trust. He is our “everlasting Rock” (Rock of ages) who makes the way of the righteous smooth. They not only trust in His security; they also trust in His coming judgments on the wicked. When these occur God’s name and His renown will be magnified as the world learns what true righteousness is. The righteous understand that God will soon devour His enemies and establish peace for His people, leading them to confess His name as their master above all others. Even though God’s people writhed with labor pains to deliver the world from its evil and self-inflicted pain, they realize that God alone can accomplish this. He is the one who will bring about the resurrection of all to stand before Him either in justification or condemnation. Both aspects of this section give us hope; on one hand God provides protection and security for us now, but on the other hand He promises a future in which the evil are brought to justice and we are approved by Him. We can endure with hope because of these things. 

	4. From 26:20-27:13 in the day of God’s judgment what will He do to His enemies (26:20-27:1, 10-11) and His people (27:2-6, 12-13)? 
	In the day of God’s judgment He will bring to light all who have shed blood and punish them. Even Leviathan, the picture of Satan who rules over the seas (symbolic of the masses of people) will be killed by His mighty sword. However, He watches over His vineyard, singing over it, watering it, and guarding it. If someone were to try and infect the vineyard with a briar He would crush it and burn it completely – unless they chose to rely on Him instead. God will cause Israel to blossom and sprout and fill the whole world with fruit in that day, and He will thresh from the Euphrates (the land of Assyria) to the Nile River in Egypt in order to extract the true grapes of Israel and bring them back to Jerusalem. 

	II. The Consequences of Carelessness (28-31)
	Key Idea: When we fail to respond seriously to God’s judgment we will face His discipline. 

	5. Based on 28:1-17 how had God’s people acted (v1, 7-8, 14-15)? How would He respond (v2, 5-6, 9-13, 16-17)? Apply.
	In light of the potential attack of the Assyrians, Ephraim (Israel, northern kingdom) had gotten drunk. It was similar to their attitude in 22:13 where they simply decided to “eat and drink for tomorrow we may die”. These leaders were still impressed with their fading beauty and used their power to satiate themselves. Even the prophets and the priests staggered from the strong drink and tottered when the rendered their judgments. They scoffed at the word of the Lord and had made a covenant with death, possibly meaning that they would all commit suicide instead of experiencing the scourge of the Assyrians. It could also mean that they had made a deal with the “gods” of the underworld, like a “deal with the Devil”; whatever it meant, though, they were certainly boasting of their invincibility. God’s response to this would be to cast them down through natural forces like hail, storm, and wind and to uphold His believing remnant so that they could resist the enemy at the city gates. For those drunkards, however, all He would be able to do would be to give them His message in “baby talk” – line upon line, precept upon precept, a little here and a little there – and speak to them through the stammering speech (so it seemed) of foreigners. The inability to listen or understand the Word of God was part of His judgment, for it is His Word that gives encouragement and direction. Without it they would be ensnared and taken captive. There was a choice, though, because God was also laying in Zion (Jerusalem) a select cornerstone by which every building block could be measured. Anyone who lined up with this Cornerstone (Jesus, 1 Pet 2:6) would not be disturbed, but those who didn’t would stumble and fall backward. The bottom line for us in this story is that there are two ways to deal with problems. One is to escape and avoid the problem through medicating the pain, and the other is to face the issue, repent, and believe in Jesus who will be our refuge as we go through the problem. 

	6. Using 29 why would God discipline His people (v13-14, 15-16)? What will they do in the end (v18-19, 23-24)? 
	God would discipline Judah because of their hypocrisy – they “talked a good game”, drawing near to God in their words, but they removed their hearts far from Him. They used religious tradition to keep God at bay so that He couldn’t have their hearts. They intentionally hid their plans from God (as if that were possible) and committed actions contrary to God’s ways in the dark as if He couldn’t see them. They acted like they were equal to God. He would judge them for this, but in the end believing Israel would return to Him. The deaf and blind would hear and see, the afflicted would become glad, and the needy would rejoice. Through all of this God’s children would sanctify His name and stand in awe of Him. Even though they erred and criticized then, one day they would know the truth and accept instruction. 

	7. Looking at 30-31 with whom did Judah want to make an alliance (30:1-4, 31:1), and what should they have done (30:2, 15, 31:1)? What did God want to do (30:18-22)?
	Judah wanted to “go down to Egypt” and rely on their horses to fight the Assyrians. They made a plan that did not come from God and entered into an alliance not by God’s Spirit. It probably seemed logical to them to hook up with Egypt since Assyria was coming for both of them, but they didn’t consult God, who did not want them to find refuge there. He wanted to be their refuge. They should have gotten their direction from Him, and willingly repented and rested in Him. The way to victory was not through man, but through God’s favor and blessing. With that they could be quiet and trust Him, and they would be saved. Unfortunately, they weren’t willing to do that even though God longed to be gracious to them. He wanted to reveal Himself to them, and as their Teacher tell them the way in which to walk. Through this they would eventually destroy all their idols. 

	III. The Culmination of God’s Plan (32-35)
	Key Idea: In the end God will complete His plan to abundantly restore His people and judge their enemies.  

	8. In 32 what good things would happen in the future (v1-5, 15-20), and what would be the first sign of this (v15)? How can we apply this?
	In the future a righteous king would reign in Israel, and princes would rule justly. Because of this they would be a refuge in the storm, protection from the adversity of life. The spiritual inability of God’s people would be rectified so that they would see God’s truth and listen to it, the mind of the hasty would discern truth, and the stammering tongues would speak clearly. When the Spirit was “poured out from on high” on God’s people the wilderness would become a fertile field, justice would dwell there, and the work of righteousness would not be fighting evil but rather peace, quietness and confidence. God’s people would live in a peaceful place with secure dwellings and undisturbed resting places. For this to happen, though, the forest and city would have to be razed; God does not reform corrupt society, but judges it so that His foundation of righteousness can be laid. This has a future application for Israel because only when God’s Spirit came as a sign of the New Covenant for them would they be able to experience the blessings of God’s kingdom. For us, however, who have already received the Spirit, we get equivalent spiritual blessings in our lives. For example we have spiritual fruitfulness, security and rest in God by His Spirit. This comes as we repent and make room for Him to take control of our lives. 

	9. According to 33 what will be the results of God’s judgment (v1, 5, 10-12, 17-21) and how should we respond (v2, 6, 13-16, 22)? 
	The results of God’s judgment will be destruction on the destroyers as the Lord incinerates them with His breath, and the exaltation of the Lord because He has filled Jerusalem with justice and righteousness. The eyes of His people would see the King in His beauty, and the enemy would be seen no more. They would live in God’s city, Zion, undisturbed forever, and God Himself would be majestically for them. Our response to this should be to wait for Him and His salvation which is an abundant treasure. As we do we must walk righteously, speak with sincerity, reject unjust gain, refuse bribes and bloodshed, and shut our eyes from looking at evil. We must look to the Lord as our judge, lawgiver, king and savior. 

	10. From 34 how bad will God’s judgment be (v2-6, 8-11)? Who will get the benefit (v16-17)? 
	God’s judgment on the nations will be absolute – He will utterly destroy them and give them over to slaughter (meaning He will allow other nations to accomplish His task). There will be so much carnage that the mountains will be drenched with blood. Even the hosts of heaven (Satan and his angels) will wear away and the sky will be rolled up like a scroll, meaning this refers to God’s final judgment of heaven and earth. The lands that are judged will be completely burned up so that even the sources of water all turn black and the land becomes uninhabitable. The benefit will go to God’s people who have been personally gathered by God’s Spirit one by one to come back to His land and live there. 

	11. Based on 35 what will happen to the land of Israel one day (v1-2, 6b-9) and to God’s people (v4-6, 10)? What should this lead to (v3)? 
	One day the land of Israel will become fruitful again – the wilderness will even become fertile and blossom profusely and water would abound everywhere. The surrounding nations will look upon this and see the glory and majesty of God. For God’s people in that day the blind would see, the deaf would hear, the lame would leap, the dumb would shout for joy, a highway of holiness would be built for the righteous to walk on, and no vicious beast would be found anywhere. The ransomed of the Lord would return with eternal joy on their heads. This should lead everyone in this day to be encouraged – everyone who is exhausted, feeble and anxious – if they will trust in the Lord. 

	12. Think about God’s judgment and God’s blessing in these chapters. What motivates both of them?  
	God’s judgment and His blessing are both motivated by a desire to show His glory and to bless His people. As evil is judged it shows that has no value in the end, and as righteousness is upheld it shows that God’s nature will ultimately prevail for eternity. It is good to be on His side. 


