Daily Study Questions for Revelation 16-18
Big Idea: The world’s religious and economic systems, as well as everyone in the world, will receive God’s wrath and be destroyed at the end.  
	I. The Whole Earth Judged (16:1-21)
	Key Idea: Everyone on the earth will receive God’s wrath at the end because they have refused to follow Him. 

	1. Read Rev 16:1-7. Describe the first three bowls of God’s wrath and the effect of each (v2, 3, 4). Why is His wrath justified (v5-7)? 
	The first bowl placed oozing boils on all who had the mark of the beast and had worshiped his image. This word is used of the plague of boils on the Egyptians and Job’s sores, as well as of the sores that covered to poor man Lazarus in the time of Jesus. The second bowl turned the sea into coagulated blood so that everything died in it. The third bowl of God’s wrath turned the water in the rivers and springs to blood. This was not only putrid, but also induced extra suffering since the earth had not had rain for three and a half years (11:6). The One who had pronounced these judgments – the One who was and is (but no longer “is to come” because He is already here) is righteous, true and Almighty. He is the Lord God, and His wrath will be justified because these evil people had not just sinned, but they had poured out the blood of saints and prophets – so God would now give them blood to drink. God’s measure of judgment has always been an “eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”, although in Jesus Christ that judgment has been paid. This was a judgment, a direct expression of the wrath of God on sin, not something designed to just get their attention. The time for repentance was past. 

	2. Using 16:8-12 what were the next three bowls and what did they do (v8-9, 10-11, 12)? How did the recipients of God’s wrath respond (v9, 11)? 
	The next three bowls of wrath were intensified heat from the sun to scorch men (and probably melt the polar ice caps), darkness over the beast’s kingdom, and the drying up of the Euphrates River so that the kings from the east could reach Armageddon (the Jezreel valley next to Mt Megiddo). The intensified heat caused men to blaspheme the name of God because He had power over the plagues; they did not repent in order to give Him glory. The fifth bowl of darkness made the pain of the people that much worse since there were no distractions; they gnawed their tongues because of the pain, blasphemed Him, and did not repent. The sixth bowl was poured out to prepare the world for final judgment at Armageddon when Jesus would kill the armies of the earth personally. 

	3. Looking at 16:13-16 what caused the world’s armies to gather for war (13-14)? Where was this war (v16), what was its purpose (v14), and who would be safe (v15)? 
	Three demons appearing as frogs came out of the mouth of the dragon, beast, and false prophet and they went out performing signs before the kings of the earth. Their purpose was to gather all the world’s kings with their armies together at Armageddon (Har-Magedon) to go to war with God. They thought this would be their day, but instead it would be the great day of the Lord as He defeated all the world’s kings in one fell swoop. They would be the grapes thrown into the winepress of His wrath and He would squeeze the blood out of them as He defeated them. Their blood, possibly mixed with the flooding rivers, would flow as high as the horses’ bridles (four feet) for about 180 miles in the valley outside Mt. Megiddo (this valley is known as the valley of Jezreel). The purpose of this war would be to bring about God’s judgment on all the kingdoms of the world as Jesus Christ defeated them when He rode in on His white horse (Rev 19:11-21). The only ones who would be safe from this judgment would be those who had stayed awake and had kept their garments (of righteousness). Unless they had remained alert and righteous they were not true believers in Jesus because it is the one who endures to the end who will be saved (Matt 24:13). 

	4. In Rev 16:17-21 what events occurred with the seventh bowl (v18, 19, 20, 21)? What was God’s response (v17, 19) and man’s (v21)? 
	When the seventh bowl was poured out a loud voice from the throne said, “It is done.” Along with this there were flashes of lightning, sounds and peals of thunder, and the greatest earthquake that had ever occurred. It split the “great city” into three parts (probably Jerusalem, but possibly Rome or a rebuilt Babylon) and caused the cities of the nations to fall. Every island disappeared, mountains were demolished, and huge one hundred pound hailstones fell on everyone. God’s response in summary was to declare it was done, the time of waiting before His judgments, and He remembered at last Babylon the great so that He would give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath. Man’s response to these judgments was to blaspheme God who had caused the hailstones to fall. 

	II. The World Religious System Judged (17:1-18)
	Key Idea: The world’s false religious system will be exposed and destroyed at the end by the world’s political leaders. 

	5. Using 17:1-6 describe the one about to be judged (v1, 3, 4, 5). What had she done that was so wrong (v2, 5, 6)? 
	Babylon the great was called a “great harlot” who sits on many waters (peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues – v15). She sat on a scarlet beast full of blasphemous names that had seven heads and ten horns (meaning she was supported by the beast). The woman was clothed in scarlet and purple, adorned with gold and precious stones – she was very wealthy - and had a gold cup full of abominations and her unclean immoralities in her hand. On her head was the mysterious name, “Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth”. This woman had committed immoralities with the kings of the earth and had made everyone on the earth drunk with the wine of her immorality. This is a reference to her spiritual adultery – the woman had used religion to lead people and kingdoms into spiritual unfaithfulness to God. They had engaged in all of her abominations (a spiritual affront to the holiness of God). All of this shows that this Babylon the great is the root of worldly false religions; she is very wealthy, power hungry, has been led by the nations instead of God, and has thus misled the nations. This false religion appears in various forms throughout history, but they are all really the same. Furthermore, this woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and that of the witnesses of Jesus because through her religion the kings of the earth had persecuted and killed God’s people. 

	6.  Looking at 17:7-13 how is the beast described (v7-8), and what does that mean (v9-11, 12)? Who do the world’s kings serve (v13)? 
	The beast that carries the woman has seven heads and ten horns, and existed, then didn’t exist (this probably refers to the apparent fatal wound that he had). However, this beast was about to come out of the abyss and go to destruction, then the entire world of unbelievers would wonder if he was truly god. The seven heads of the beast are seven mountains on which the woman (false religion) sits, and this could refer to political authority the woman receives, or it could literally be a city with seven hills, like Rome. If so this woman could be identified with the Vatican in Rome. These seven heads also refer to seven kings – five have fallen, one is, and one is to come. This could be a reference to the world empires of Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece (5 empires that have fallen), and Rome (which currently was in power), and then the future empire of the Antichrist – who is an eighth head (Satan’s empire), although part of his own world empire at the end. The ten horns referred to ten kings who would have a brief time of power with the beast, but they would unite to give their power and authority to him. 

	7. According to 17:14-18 what will happen at Armageddon and who will participate (v12-13, 14-15)? What will then happen to the Babylon the harlot (v15-16) and why (v17-18)? 
	At Armageddon these kings and the beast would wage war against the Lamb, but He would overcome them because He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He would have with Him all the called, chosen and faithful ones. The harlot, Babylon, would be hated by the coalition led by the beast and kings and make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her up with fire. In other words when the political rulers no longer have any use for the false world religious system they will abolish it and take all its wealth. This idea will come from the Lord for it is His desire to destroy this false religious system and the city in which it resides. 

	III. The World Economic System Judged (18:1-24)
	Key Idea: The world’s economic system will suddenly collapse as the Lord brings judgment on it at the end. 

	8. Read 18:1-3. What will happen to economic Babylon (v1-2) and why (v3)? Why do you think evil Babylon has both a religious (Rev 17) and an economic (Rev 18) aspect?  
	The center of economic Babylon will fall as well and become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for unclean spirits, and for every unclean and detestable bird. Because all the nations had drunk of this wine of materialism which was based on sensuality (appeal to the senses) economic Babylon would fall. This is really only another aspect of the evil world system – it has a religious sphere, because people worship gods other than the true God, and it has an economic sphere because people do whatever it takes to pursue material prosperity – including rebelling against God and hurting anyone in their way. Money, sex and religion are very closely connected as false gods that draw people away from the true God. 

	9. From 18:4-8 why are God’s people told to come out of Babylon (v4-5) and what do you think this refers to? What will happen to economic Babylon (v6) and why (v7-8)? Apply.
	God’s people are told to withdraw participation in economic Babylon because our sinful flesh makes us susceptible to the deception of pursuing wealth. We have desires that money appears to be able to fulfill without our having to depend on God. It is very dangerous. So, God’s people are told to come out of Babylon the great so they won’t be “sucked in” and receive the plagues that God is about to pour out on it. Economic Babylon was about to be paid back double for the unrighteous actions she had used to expand her wealth – in glorifying herself, in living sensuously, and in expressing an self-reliant attitude in relation to God. She thought she would never see mourning, but because of that attitude in one day her plagues would come – pestilence, mourning, and famine – and she would be burned up with fire. Because the world economy is what had led people away from God throughout history in the end this crutch will be taken away and nations would realize how unreliable wealth really is. We must understand this ourselves because it is so easy to adopt this attitude and think that we don’t have to depend on God. 

	10. In 18:9-20 how will the earth’s kings react to Babylon’s judgment (v9-10) and why (v11, 15-19)? What are their products (v12-14)? How will heaven react (v20)? 
	The kings of the earth will weep and lament over the destruction of Babylon, and fearfully stand at a distance as they observe her sudden destruction and torment. The earth’s merchants will mourn because there is no one to buy their wares, and will be in awe of the suddenness of her devastation. They had considered this city’s (or empire’s) economy invincible and the instant devastation will make them realize how vulnerable they are as well. We would do well to remember how quickly wealth and prosperity can disappear; God is the only One who will last. The products of these merchants were as diverse as precious metals, woods, spices, animals, food commodities and slaves; they would finally realize that no product has value without a buyer. When the destruction of economic Babylon occurs heaven, with the saints, apostles and prophets, will rejoice because God has finally declared judgment on the evil world economy that has caused such pain to God’s people. 

	11. Looking at 18:21-24 list the judgments that will fall on Babylon (v21, 22, 23). How will this occur (v21) and why (v23-24)? 
	A great millstone will be thrown into the sea – maybe causing a destructive tidal wave, but at least symbolizing the violent overthrow of Babylon – and the sound of harpists, musicians, flute players and trumpeters will no longer be heard in Babylon. No craftsman will work, no miller will grind, and there will be no lamps lit at night. There will be no more bridal parties; marriage will be a thing of the past because judgment is at hand. All daily activities will cease. The nations had been deceived by the sorceries of Babylon the great as they pursued material wealth, and people of God had been killed in building of financial fortresses that would now be destroyed. 

	12. Review the destruction of the evil world system at the end. What aspects will be destroyed, and what application does this have for our lives today?  
	All false religion and the economic support of the evil world system will be destroyed in the end. False religion is used by political powers and by corrupt leaders to further their own agendas and they abuse people. By contrast God’s way builds up people and allows them to operate in an environment of grace. Freedom and peace are the result of God’s ways. Material wealth will be destroyed in the end because like false religion it gets in the way of dependence on God. It allows man to “do his thing” with no accountability to God or for others. Only in Christ is man able to become fully who God created Him to be and thus experience life to the fullest. Everything else is a worthless substitute. We must pursue the things of God today if we are to fulfill the joyful and peaceful life He has for us. 


