Leviticus 16-17 Daily Study Questions – There Will Be Blood
Big Idea: Because Christ had to sacrifice His blood to give us life we must treat the lives of others with respect. 
	I. The Sacred Day for Blood (16:1-34)
	Key Idea: We must pay special attention to confessing our sins and claiming forgiveness through the blood of Christ.  

	1. Read Leviticus 16:1-10. When and where could Aaron meet with the Lord (v1-2)? What requirements were given for Aaron (v3, 4, 5-6) and the two goats (v7-10)? What was the overall purpose (v10)? 
	Aaron could not flippantly enter the Holy of Holies (inside the veil) unless God appeared in a cloud over the mercy seat. Even then he could not come into God’s presence without a bull for a sin offering or a ram for a burnt offering for himself. When he entered he was to wear the holy linen tunic and linen undergarments next to his body instead of the elaborate high priestly garments. He was to be belted with a linen sash and have a linen turban on his head. After he bathed his body he was to clothe himself with these. Primarily the ritual presented here was that of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). On this day the high priest, after sacrificing the bull for himself and his household was to take two goats from the congregation for a sin offering and one ram for a burnt offering. The goats were taken to the doorway of the tent and lots (maybe the Urim and Thummim) were cast for them. The first goat was sacrificed as a sin offering and the second goat was then released as the “scapegoat”. The overall purpose of this ritual was to atone for the sins of Israel that the other sacrifices had not covered.

	2. Look at 16:11-14 what did Aaron have to do 1st (v11) and what steps did this entail (v11, 12-13, 14)? Why was this important (v13)? 
	Aaron had to first atone for himself and his household through the bull of the sin offering specifically for them. Then he was to take a fire pan of coals from the altar of incense and two handfuls of finely ground incense, and then take them inside the veil. The incense was to be placed on the coals so that smoke would fill the place and cover the mercy seat where the presence of God appeared. This would prevent the unnecessary death of the priest because he had seen God. He was to also take the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the east side of the mercy seat, or before God. Finally, he was to sprinkle the blood seven times in front of the altar, thus cleansing the approach to the altar representatively for the people

	3. Using 16:15-19 what was the next step in atonement (v15-16) and why (v16)? How did this have to be done and why (v17)? What else had to be atoned for and how (v18-19)? 
	After sprinkling the blood on the mercy seat the bull’s blood the goat of the sin offering was to be slaughtered and its blood brought inside the veil. It was also to be sprinkled on the mercy and in front of it to make atonement for the holy place because of the impurities of Israel and their transgressions – in other words in regard to all their sins. Since God dwelt among them in the tabernacle, in the “midst of their impurities” atonement had to be made for these sins. No one was to be in the tabernacle with him until he had made atonement for himself, his household, and for all the assembly of Israel. He was the only one set apart to cleanse Israel of their sins; anyone else’s sinful presence would block the possibility of forgiveness. After performing these rituals the high priest would then go out the altar of incense and put the blood of the bull and goat on its horns on all sides. He was then to sprinkle some of the blood seven times in front of it to cleanse the altar from the impurities of the sons of Israel. 

	4. From Lev 16:20-22 what was offered next for atonement (v20)? What was the procedure (v21, 22) and what do you think was the point of this? How do the two goats point to Jesus?
	After atoning for the Holy of Holies and altar of incense it was time to offer the live goat (scapegoat). Aaron was to lay both of his hands on the head of the goat and confess over it all the iniquities and transgressions of Israel. These were “laid on the head” of the live goat and it was sent away into the wilderness by the hand of the one who was ready to do this. This would allow not only the sins to be covered by the blood, but to be removed from the assembly. This is a beautiful picture of Jesus who not only paid for our sins, but also “removed them as far as the east is from the west” from us and from God. Because of Christ God does not look at us in our sin, but sees us in our righteousness, the imputed righteousness of His Son. 

	5. In 16:23-28 after the live goat was released what was Aaron (v23, 24, 25) and the one who released the goat (v26) to do? What else was to be done (v27-28)? What’s the point? 
	Once the live goat was released (sins sent away or remitted) Aaron was to return to the tabernacle and change clothes, removing the linen garments, bathing his body, and putting on his usual high priestly clothes. Then he was to come forth and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people. The fat of the sin offering was then to be offered up in smoke; then, the one who had released the scapegoat was to wash his clothes, bathe his body, and come back into the camp. The bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering were then to be taken outside the camp and their hides, flesh and refuse were to be burned up. The one who did this was to wash his clothes and bathe his body; then he could return to camp. This elaborate ritual emphasizes the defilement that sin causes and shows that it must be removed to be able to fellowship with God and worship Him acceptably. 

	6. According to 16:29-34 when did this all occur (v29, 34) and why (v30, 34)? What personal preparation was to be made (v29, 31) and what priestly preparation (v32-33)? 
	The tenth of the seventh month was permanently designated as the annual “Day of Atonement” (Yom Kippur). On this day all Israel, including aliens and sojourners, was to humble (literally “afflict”) their souls before God and refrain from any work and the priests were to dress in linen garments to humbly make sacrifice for all their sins. It was a sabbath day to acknowledge and repent of their sins and for cleansing to be made for them by the High Priest. He was to atone for the place of meeting, for the priests, and for all the people of the assembly. This would be done once a year. 

	II. The Special Place for Blood (17:1-9)
	Key Idea: We must offer our sacrifices to God alone and refuse to worship false gods. 

	7. Using 17:1-7 where were individuals to bring their blood of sacrifice (v4) and why (v5, 6, 7)? Why would they have this blood (v1-3)? 
	Any animal that was slaughtered by the individual Israelites was to be brought to the doorway of the tent of meeting to be offered as a sacrifice to God. This may seem impossible that so many offerings could be carried out by the priest, but the reality is that they ate very little meat, reserving the cattle, goats and sheep that they had (only the wealthy had many of these) for milk and wool. They primarily ate manna in the wilderness. This prohibition was basically to prevent the intentional sacrifice of goats to pagan gods of fertility, a practice common in the Ancient Near East. In other words to slaughter a goat in the wilderness would mean that their blood was going to be offered to a pagan god. To fail to bring the blood of the goat to the tent of meeting to worship the true God was to incur “bloodguiltiness”, just as if one had killed another human being. So, that man was to be “cut off” from the assembly; God would not allow self-directed worship to pagan gods to go unchecked in Israel. 

	8. Based on 17:8-9 how important was it to bring the blood sacrifice to the tabernacle (v9) and to whom did it apply (v8)? What was God teaching them? 
	It was vital to the well-being of the person that they bring their sacrifices to the doorway of the tent of meeting so that it would be offered to the true God. If they didn’t they would be cut off from his people – excommunicated. Because of its importance this rule was applied not only to native Israelites, but to anyone who traveled with them (aliens and sojourners). God wanted them to understand that there was only one God and that He was the only one to be worshiped. He also wanted them to understand that He was directing their worship and they couldn’t do it however they desired. 

	III. The Symbolic Point of Blood (17:10-16)
	Key Idea: Since the life is in the blood I must treat every human life with respect. 

	9. In 17:10-13 what was prohibited (v10), for whom (v10, 12-13), and why (v11)? What were they to do instead (v13), and what if they violated this (v10)?  
	The eating of blood was prohibited by God for Israel and for the aliens (foreigners) who sojourned (traveled) with the assembly. The reason for this was that the life of a man or animal was in the blood, so when blood was poured out a life was being drained. A person must uphold the sacredness of life in the blood and not eat it. Rather, he is to pour the blood of an animal on the ground then cook it and eat it. This respects the principle of life. If they violated this by eating the flesh raw or with its blood they were to be cut off from the assembly. This was serious because it meant they would not be able to have the protection of God or the people; they would be on their own. 

	10. From 17:14-16 what does the blood represent (v14) and how is this principle applied to animals (v15-16)? Why does this underscore the principle? 
	The blood represents life, so that even if an animal dies on its own or is torn by wild beasts and is eaten by an Israelite or foreigner (after the blood is drained), he is to wash his clothes and bathe and be unclean until evening. Again, God is reinforcing the concept that life is sacred, even for animals. He is not forbidding the eating of meat which He had allowed after the flood (Gen 9:3) but He is requiring that life be treated as sacred (even the life of animals). It is not man’s place to determine who has a right to live or die; that is God’s decision alone. 

	11. Look back over Lev 16-17. How does this elaborate atonement ritual and the significance of blood show how important it is to deal with the sin in our lives? How can we apply this today?  
	Since blood represents life, the sacrifice of blood and life for the sin of human beings shows just how devastating the effects of sin are. As Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death”, and the necessity of a blood sacrifice for sin is an example of this. We must treat all life with respect, and that extends to attempting to refrain from sin. When I sin I hurt others and in some sense I even cause death (of friendship, trust, abundance, relationships, maybe even of life itself) so I must live righteously and holy by the power of the Spirit and God’s grace. To sin is to hurt or kill someone or something else; I must avoid this at all costs. 


