John 11 – Lesson Notes – False Assumptions
The Big Idea: Since God is in control we must trust God rather than falsely assuming that time is urgent, that God’s work must be obvious, or that death is final. 
	I. The Urgency of Time – False (John 11:1-16)
	Key Idea: Our timetable is not urgent because God will accomplish His will at the perfect time. 

	1. Read John 11:1-6. Describe Jesus’ relationship to Lazarus and his family (v2, 3, 5). What was reported to Jesus (v1, 3) and how did Jesus respond to this (v4, 6)? Why (v4)? 
	It was well-known that Jesus loved Lazarus, and Martha and Mary had already entertained Him, illustrating His comfort level with this family. The text also says that He loved them in verse 5. In the next chapter we see Mary anointing His feet with costly perfume and wiping them with her hair (an event that is referred to in this chapter – v2). Thus, it was a very close relationship that they had. It was reported to Jesus that Lazarus was sick and the implication was that his sickness could lead to death if something weren’t done. When Jesus heard about the sickness He calmly told the messengers that the final outcome of this sickness would not be death, but rather the glory of God - specifically, that the Son of God would be glorified. Therefore, Jesus stayed two more days before going to Bethany so that Lazarus would die and He would be able to miraculously resurrect him. 

	2. In John 11:7-16 what was the disciples’ fear (v7-8, 16)? Explain Jesus’ answer (v9-11). Why was He going (v11-15) and what misunderstanding did He have to correct (v12-13)?
	The disciples were afraid that if Jesus went to Bethany in Judea that they would all be stoned by the Jewish leaders who were waiting for Him. Even after Jesus reassured them, Thomas still believed that they would all die if they went. Jesus told them, however, that there were twelve hours in a day, and that as long as someone walked in the light of day they would not stumble. On the other hand if they walked in the night they might stumble because of the darkness. This was a metaphor meaning that as long as they were walking in the light of God’s will that they wouldn’t miss a step, but if they were out of His will that they would stumble. Therefore, although it seemed dangerous, the safest place to be was in Judea because that’s where God wanted them. Jesus told them that He was going to Bethany to awaken Lazarus out of his sleep and the disciples thought He meant that Lazarus had not really died. Jesus corrected this by directly saying that Lazarus was dead and that He was glad that he had died so the disciples’ faith could be developed when He performed His miracle. 

	II. The Necessity of Presence – False (John 11:17-32)
	Key Idea: There is no physical limitation on the miracles of Jesus. 

	3. From 11:17-22 what was the scene in Bethany (v17-19)? Who met Jesus and what did she say (v20-22)? What do you think about this? 
	When Jesus arrived Lazarus had been dead for four days, which according to tradition meant that his spirit had departed – he was absolutely dead. Many of the Jews from Jerusalem had come to console Mary and Martha so it was an intense atmosphere. When Martha heard that Jesus was nearly there she went to meet Him, while Mary remained in the house. Martha told Jesus that if He had been there her brother would not have died, but she affirmed that if Jesus were to ask for a miracle from God that He would give it to Him. As in the earlier incident Martha thought that she knew better than Jesus and she was not afraid to tell Him so. She was expressing her faith in Him, but she was also trying to make Him do what she thought was best. We often fall into the same trap, of believing that God can do something, so we expect this of Him even though it may not be His will. We don’t know as much as we think. 

	4. Using John 11:23-27 what did Jesus declare (v23) and how did Martha take it (v24)? What was His clarification (v25-26)? What was good about Martha’s response (v27) and how can we apply this?
	Jesus told Martha that her brother would rise again, and she affirmed that he would rise again in “the resurrection” on the last day. She didn’t think He meant that He would raise him at this particular time. At this point Jesus made the great declaration that He is the resurrection and the life, and that anyone who believed in Him would live even if he died. Furthermore, anyone who lives and believes in Him will never die. By this He proclaimed Himself as the source of life and the One who would prevail over death. Therefore, anyone who believed in Him didn’t need to fear death – even if they died they would live again, and they would never spiritually die anyway. He then asked Martha if she believed this, and she acknowledged that He was making a divine claim that He could substantiate by saying that He was the “Christ, the Son of God, He who comes into the world”. This passage tells us that if we believe in Jesus death no longer should be something we fear.

	5. Based on 11:28-32 for whom did Jesus call (v28) and what did she do (v29)? How did the Jews around her react and why (v30-31)? Describe her approach to Jesus (v32). 
	Jesus – called “the Teacher” by Martha – called for Mary to come to Him. This may indicate that she was so grieved that she couldn’t even get up to meet Jesus, which would show that Jesus does whatever is necessary to minister to each of us. We all handle grief different ways and He knows what do to uniquely for each of us. When Mary quickly arose the Jews who were there supposed that she was going to the tomb to weep some more, so they followed her so they could do their duty as mourners. When she neared Jesus she fell at His feet and said to Him that if He had been there that her brother would not have died. It seems apparent that Martha and Mary had been discussing this and had come to this mutual conclusion since they both said this to Jesus. She was humble and grief-stricken and simply cast herself upon Him. 

	III. The Finality of Death – False (John 11:33-57)
	Key Idea: Death is not final because Jesus can and has overcome it. 

	6. Read 11:33-37. How did this scene impact Jesus’ emotions (v33-35) and why do you think it did? What did others think (v36, 37)? What does this teach you? 
	When Jesus saw Mary crying and the Jews with her crying, too, He was deeply moved in His spirit and troubled. Both of these descriptors indicated how deeply Jesus felt their pain. On the one hand He was angry (the meaning of “deeply moved in spirit”) and on the other hand He was deeply saddened by their grief. Since He knew that He was about to raise Lazarus His anger and sadness wasn’t over His “loss”, as it was for the rest. Rather, He was sad because they were hurting, leading Him to cry with them. He was angry because death was not part of God’s original design, but had been introduced by our great adversary, the Devil. Others observed His tears and assumed it showed how much He loved Lazarus, while others thought it showed that He was unable to keep Lazarus from dying. Both were wrong in their assessment; His tears weren’t from sadness about Lazarus because he was going to be resurrected and He could have stopped Lazarus from dying if it had been the Father’s will. We must never assume that we know the inner truth about someone else; we can observe their actions but we don’t “know” what’s happening on the inside. Assumptions usually just get us in trouble because we are wrong. 

	7. From 11:38-40 how did Jesus feel as He got to the tomb (v38)? What did He command, how did Martha react and why (v39)? Of what did Jesus remind her (v40)? Apply. 
	When Jesus arrived at the tomb He was again deeply moved; He was a “man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Is 53:3). To overcome this Jesus started the process of His miracle, telling them to remove the stone. When He said this Martha objected, saying that there would be a stench since he had been dead four days, evidence that everyone knew Lazarus was indeed dead. Jesus, though, reminded Martha that if she would believe that she would see the glory of God. He had said to her that Lazarus would rise again and that death had no power over those who believe in Him, so in essence He had told Martha that she would see the glory of God if she believed. It is so important that we meditate on the Word of God because it reveals reality if we will understand it and accept it. The reality was that Lazarus’ death was not final because Jesus was Lord over death, as well as the source of life. If He chose to restore Lazarus then it would happen. We must allow God to break through our preconceived notions and believe that He can do far beyond all that we ask or think (Eph 3:20). 

	8. In 11:41-44 what did Jesus pray (v41-42) and how does this strike you? What was His 1st (v43) command and result (v44)? What was the second (v44) and why was it important?  
	Jesus simply thanked the Father for hearing His prayer, although He added that the Father always heard Him. He prayed this so that those standing around would know that the Father had answered His prayer for Lazarus to be restored to life. Jesus might have made this request just before He went to the tomb, but it is even more likely that He prayed this when He first received the report of Lazarus’ sickness. Jesus was not simply saying thank you as a way of expecting God to do what He asked, as some do in prayer today. He was saying thank you to the Father for hearing His prayer, and He had confidence that the Father was going to grant His request because it had been revealed to Him. When He prayed this, though, it allowed everyone else to know that the Father had sent Him to do His will. Jesus’ first command was for Lazarus to come forth. As some have said He called Him by name so that all the rest of the dead wouldn’t rise at that time (see John 5:28-29), but He really was just giving a foretaste of the time when He would command all the dead to rise at the last resurrection and judgment. His second command was also very important – “Loose him” – because there is no point in receiving life if we continue to be bound by the rags of death. We are set free from death into life, so we should walk in “fresh newness of life” (Rom 6:4).

	9. Looking at 11:45-53 what were the outcomes of this miracle (v45, 46, 47, 53) and why (v48-50)? Why was this significant (v51-52)? 
	Other than Lazarus coming back to life, the first outcome of this miracle was that many of the Jews – those who had come from Jerusalem to console Mary – believed in Jesus. Some, though, rather than believing, simply went back to the Pharisees to report the event, knowing that it would mean more trouble for their attempts to stop this “Jesus movement”. When the Pharisees heard it they convened a council to discuss their options. They realized that it was time to act because while they were doing nothing, Jesus kept performing signs and gaining disciples. The final end of that would be for the Romans to come in and take away the rule of the Jewish leaders and the nation’s existence. Caiaphas, the high priest told them that they knew nothing at all – in other words there was still time to act to avoid this circumstance. The action he proposed was to let Jesus die for the sake of the Jewish people, which unwittingly was a divinely inspired prophecy of the purpose of Jesus’ death. John added that Jesus would die, not only for the Jews, but also for all the children of God who were scattered abroad, that they might all be gathered into one. Thus, this miracle led ultimately to the death of Jesus for His people because of the deliberate plan and choice of the Jewish people. The final result of this miracle was that Jesus was no longer able to walk publicly among the Jews because they were looking for the right time and place to take Him into custody. 

	10. Using 11:54-57 where did Jesus minister from that time (v54) and why (v54)? What was the situation surrounding Jesus after this (v55-57)? 
	Since it wasn’t quite the time for His death Jesus withdrew to a city near the wilderness, Ephraim, and stayed there with His disciples. With the Passover very near everyone in Jerusalem was seeking Jesus and wondering if He would come to the Passover feast at all. The atmosphere was tense since the Jewish leaders had given orders to report any sighting of Jesus to them so they might seize Him. Jesus basically had to stay in hiding until the time for His triumphal entry. 

	11. How does John 11 show that the our sense of the urgency of time, the necessity of seeing God at work, and the feeling that death is final are all three false assumptions. What is the truth about each of these things? 
	Time is not urgent with God because He is eternal, so if we are in the center of God’s will there is enough time for whatever is necessary. We feel time’s urgency because we think it will be “too late” if something doesn’t happen when we think it should. Since God is in control, though, He will get everything done when it needs to get done, so we must wait patiently on Him. Secondly, we don’t have to see God at work to know that He is at work. Jesus’ restoration of Lazarus didn’t entail physical healing, but resurrection. We think that God’s work will be one thing, when He wills it to be another for His greater glory. When we think God is nowhere to be found we often get into despair. We must remember, however, that all He has to do is speak the Word and the need will be met; He doesn’t need to obviously be present before that moment. In the moment that He meets the need it becomes clear that He has been at work all along. Finally, we must never believe that anything is final, including death itself. The broader application is that there is nothing to great for God to overcome because He has overcome our greatest enemy, death. We must live in faith in Him rather than in fear of death, abandonment, rejection, failure, you name it. Even death is not final for Him, so anything else can be overcome by Him if it is His will. The application for all three of these things is that we must remind ourselves that there is plenty of time for God to do His will, He is at work even when we can’t see Him, and He can overcome anything that seems negative in our lives. 


