Study Questions for Isaiah 13-23
The Big Idea: Our pride and self-reliance will be defeated by God’s judgment and grace. 
	I. Pride Results in Judgment (13-16)
	Key Idea: Wherever pride is found God will act in judgment on it.

	1. Read Isaiah 13:6-11. What will the day of the Lord be like (v6, 7-8, 9, 10) and what attitude will be nullified (v11)? What nation will be defeated first (13:17-22)? 
	The “day of the Lord” is a day of destruction, cruel (from the perspective of those who are judged), with fury and burning anger, a time in which God will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity. He will put an end to the attitude of arrogance and pride, making mortal men scarcer than pure gold, and will cause the heavens and the earth to shake as His fury and anger blaze in judgment. This will astonish earth’s inhabitants, causing them to become limp with fear, to be gripped with pain and anguish, and to have faces that are aflame with shame. The first nation identified for defeat as a foretaste of this day of the Lord will be Babylon, which at that time was not the foremost world power. This, then, is an example of prophetic foretelling, because not only were they not yet the world power, but the Medes (Persians) who would defeat them were certainly a distant power, barely on the scene. The “day of the Lord” is used many times in Scripture to refer not only to the day of judgment of God’s enemies, but also to the day when the Lord takes His throne as the ruler of the world. It doesn’t refer to a 24 hour day, but to a period of time, much like we might say “back in the day”, or “in my day”, etc. 

	2. In Is 14 how will Israel be blessed in the day of the Lord (v1-2) and why (v1)? What will happen to the power behind Babylon (v12) and why (v13-14)? Apply. 
	In “the day of the Lord” Israel will be blessed as the Lord shows compassion on them and again chooses them, allowing them to settle in their land again. Even strangers will recognize God’s blessing on them leading them to attach themselves to the “house of Jacob” (Jacob – father of the 12 tribes - stands for Israel). Israel will rule over their former oppressors and subjugate them to their rule. Since the Lord’s nature is love, it is inevitable that His compassion will show itself again in this way. The power behind Babylon – the star of the morning, son of the dawn – will be cut down to the earth. This is none other than Lucifer, the shining one, who is the power behind the throne of Babylon. Babylon worshipped the stars and constellations, and was the place where astrology began. It is appropriate, then, that God leads Isaiah to prophesy concerning this shining one, Lucifer. If this is a reference to the history of Satan’s fall, as many believe, then his major issue was (and is) pride. He wanted to raise his throne above all the stars (angels) of God and sit on the mount of the assembly. He wanted to ascend above the heights of the clouds and make himself like the Most High. In essence he wanted to be equal with God. Because of his pride he would be thrust down to Sheol, the place where the dead resided. He would be personified by the king of Babylon, who would be ridiculed as the one who made the earth tremble. As it says in v19 he would be cast out of his tomb like a rejected branch. This says a couple of things to us. First, there is an evil power behind the evil we see in the world – we do not battle merely against flesh and blood (Eph 6:12). It also reinforces the fact that God always judges pride and defeats it wherever it rears its ugly head. 

	3. From 14:24-32 what other nations will be judged (v24-25, 29-30)? How will each be defeated (v25, 30-31)? Why is this certain (v26-27)?
	Assyria, the ruling power of Isaiah’s day, and Philistia, on the coastland of Palestine, would both be brought to judgment by the Lord in His time. Assyria would be defeated in the land of Israel, and be trampled on the mountains, while Philistia would be destroyed by famine, and by another enemy from the north (presumably Babylon). This destruction was certain because the plan had been devised by the Lord of hosts (armies of heaven); He had stretched out His hand, decreeing that it would happen. His plans cannot be frustrated by anyone or anything. 

	4. In 15-16 who is the next nation judged (15:1-3), and what is their problem (16:6-7)? Where will they seek refuge (16:1, 4-5)?  
	Moab, southeast of Palestine near the Dead Sea, was next in line for God’s pronouncement of judgment. She would be judged in a night, being devastated and ruined. The reason was their excessive pride, arrogance, proud fury, and idle boasts. Once they experienced God’s judgment, though, they would turn to Israel for refuge. They would send a tribute lamb to the ruler of Israel, asking him for advice. They will beg for Israel to hide their outcasts and fugitives to save them from the destroyer. They will understand then that the One who sits on the throne of David will be grounded in lovingkindness (covenant faithfulness), and will seek justice promptly execute righteousness. 

	II. Grace Results in Restoration     (17-19)
	Key Idea: God’s grace leads Him to restore those who are undeserving. 

	5. Based on 17 what will happen to Damascus (v1), and Ephraim, protected by Damascus (v3)? What will be the result of God’s judgment (v4, 7-8, 11)? Why did it happen (v10)?
	Damascus, which was the capital of Syria, was about to be removed from being a city and would become a fallen ruin. They had formed an alliance with Ephraim (Israel, the northern kingdom) against Judah when Ahaz was king (Isaiah 7 refers to this), and promised to protect Ephraim from the Assyrians. Damascus was the fortified city that would disappear when it was judged, leaving Ephraim defenseless. Their glory, just like Israel’s, would disappear. The result of God’s judgment was that the glory of Jacob would fade and his fatness (prosperity) would become lean. However, this would lead to man having regard for His Maker and looking to the Holy One of Israel. No longer would they pay homage to the false gods they had made with their hands, nor would they regard their altars. Because they had forgotten God, the rock of their refuge, even if they had a great harvest it would be a heap in a day of sickness and pain. In other words, it would be meaningless to them because of their sickness. This shows that not all prosperity is of God; we may sometimes be prospered, but unless God is in it, we will not be able to enjoy it. 

	6. Using 18:1-7 what will happen to Ethiopia (v2, 5-6)? What will they do in the end, however (v7)? What encouragement does this give? 
	Ethiopia, known for its multitudes of insects (land of whirring wings) will be cut away just when they think a time of prosperity is near. Ethiopia had apparently joined in an alliance with Egypt, and both were to be decimated by the Assyrians. After Ethiopia’s destruction, however, they would eventually bring a gift of homage to the Lord of Hosts. This means that Ethiopia will finally join with God’s people in worshiping the Lord. This shows us that even when people do experience God’s judgment they can be restored to His favor. 

	7. Looking at 19:1-25 what will happen to Egypt (v1-4), and to their leaders (v11-15)? In the end what will occur (v19-25)? 
	Egypt, Israel’s perpetual enemy, was going to be judged by the Lord. This would cause the idols of Egypt to tremble at His presence (as if they were alive), cause the hearts of the Egyptians to melt within them, cause the Egyptians to engage in fighting against one another, and their spirit to be demoralized. Their imperialistic strategy would be confounded, leading them to resort to more primitive means of support like mediums and ghosts, and they would be delivered into the hands of a cruel, mighty king (referring probably to the Assyrians). Their leaders’ counsel would be foolishness and their leaders would be deluded. In the end, however, Egypt would come to the Lord. There would be an altar in the middle of the land of Egypt and a pillar to the Lord near its border. Using this as a sign of their sincerity they would cry out to the Lord as they were being oppressed by their enemies, and He would rescue them as their Savior and Champion. This will lead Egypt to return to the Lord and they will worship Him; in turn, He will no longer strike them, but will heal them. In that day they will have an alliance with Israel (the northern kingdom) and Assyria so that they will all together worship the Lord. He will call them Egypt “My people, Assyria “the work of My hands”, and Israel “My inheritance.

	III. Self-reliance Results in Removal (20-23)
	Key Idea: When we refuse to rely on God He will eventually remove us from our position of usefulness.

	8. In 20 what message did Isaiah give to Egypt and Ethiopia (v4-5), and how did he deliver it (2-3)? What are we to think about this?
	Both the Egyptians and Ethiopians would be captured and led away to Assyria naked and barefoot. Naked literally means “with the outer garment taken away”, so they would still be wearing a loin cloth. Isaiah was to deliver this message dressed this way – without his outer sackcloth garment and shoes on, and with only his loin cloth (much like the Native Americans in the movies). Thus, their buttocks would be uncovered (on the sides) to the shame of Egypt (who was Ethiopia’s protector). Ethiopia’s hope (Ethiopia) and their boast (Egypt) would cause both of them to be dismayed and ashamed because they would be led away captive by Assyria. The graphic illustration that God uses Isaiah to portray tells us that He is involved in real life and not just “spiritual” things. When we are not walking with Him it will affect everything we do – physical, mental, emotional, relational, and spiritual. Life without God gives us a deeply ingrained sense of shame, which this image illustrates; sometimes a graphic example helps us sense the reality of this. 

	9. According to 21:11-17 what other two nations will be judged (v11, 13)? What will happen to them (v11-12, 16-17)? 
	Edom, south of the Dead Sea, and Arabia would both be judged for their sin and wrong treatment of Israel. Edom would keep hoping for their night of judgment to be over, but every morning they would be told to come ask the watchman again the next night. There would be no end in sight for them. Arabia would see all their splendor end in one year, and hide out in the thickets as the number of their warriors was reduced to only a few. 

	10. From 22:1-14 when Judah faced judgment how did they respond (v9-11, 12-14)? What would happen to Shebna (v15-19) and Eliakim (v20-24)? How can we apply this? 
	Judah, or Jerusalem (v10), responded to God’s judgment by trying to fix the problems themselves – they built the city walls to be more solid and collected water that might be needed in case of a siege. Through their desperate situation of the approaching enemy God was calling them to weep, wail, shave their heads and wear sackcloth; in other words they should have been casting themselves completely on God for deliverance. Instead, they minimized the problems and had a party; they decided to live it up since they might only have a little longer to live. Shebna, the steward (or prime minister), exemplified this attitude. He was focusing on himself in the midst of this dire situation, preparing a tomb for himself as if he would be given a funeral. The truth was that he would be hurled headlong out into the country to die without even a grave being dug for him. He would be deposed from his office by the approaching enemy, and would be replaced by Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah. These two don’t have a very prominent place in Israel’s history, but they do serve as examples of God’s discipline. He deposes those who refuse to take Him seriously, and replaces them with whomever He will. Eliakim would become a picture of those who are used to open the door of God’s kingdom or close it, and as His representative the glory of God’s kingdom would rest on him. However, the load of this glory would be too great for him to handle, and he would eventually break under the pressure. We must take this story to heart; when situations are desperate we must take them seriously and turn to God for help. We must admit that we can fix them and also refuse to give in to the situation. If we will turn to God He is ready to work for us. 

	11. Based on 23:1-18 how influential was Tyre (v8), and what will happen to them (v1, 9-12, 17)? What would be the final result (v17-18)? 
	As a seacoast city Tyre was able to grant the opportunity for wealth for whoever would court her. Those who traded at Tyre were those honored in all the earth. Unfortunately for them Tyre would be destroyed without house or harbor by those of Tarshish (Spain), and even when they crossed the Mediterranean to Cypress they would find no rest there. Their land would be desolate for seventy years, but at the end of that time they would return to their former evil trade. However, the wealth they gained from this would be set apart to the Lord and they would not be able to enjoy it. 

	12. Look back over Is 13-23. What nations will be judged, and why will God judge them? What does this say about His authority? 
	All nations are under God’s judgment as Isaiah 13-23 illustrates. In these chapters specifically Babylon, Assyria, Philistia, Moab, Syria (Damascus), Israel (Ephraim), Ethiopia, Egypt, Edom, and last, but not least, Judah. This is similar to the approach found in Amos 2-3, when Amos prophesies God’s judgment on all the nations around Judah, then finally targets Judah as the object of God’s judgment. All of these nations are judged because of pride and self-reliance, which leads to rebellion against God and His ways. The message of this section of Isaiah is that God will judge pride and self-reliance wherever it is found, from the mightiest nation to the lowest human being. No one will escape His evaluation and impartial justice. 


