Daily Study Questions for Revelation 14-15
The Big Idea: There will be no middle ground when God’s judgment falls; those who are faithful to Him will be saved, and those who reject Him will feel the full force of His wrath. 
	I. The Winners (14:1-8)
	Key Idea: Those who follow the Lamb will be spared from God’s judgment and receive eternal salvation. 

	1. Read Rev 14:1-3. Who did John see (v1) and where (v1)? What was on their foreheads (v1)? What song did he hear (v2-3) and where (v2)? Who could learn the song (v3)? Why?
	John saw the Lamb and the 144,000 sealed Jews standing on Mount Zion (the city of Jerusalem and the place to which Jesus will return – Zech 14:4). These Jews had the name of the Father and the name of the Lamb written on their foreheads instead of the mark of the beast that everyone else had. John heard a thunderous, roaring, harp-like voice singing a new song before the throne, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders. The only ones who could learn the song were the 144,000 who had been purchased (redeemed by the blood of Jesus) from the earth. The reason they alone could sing it was because this “new” song related to redemption which only those who have been purchased by the blood of Christ can sing of by personal experience. 

	2. Using 14:4-5 describe the 144,000 (v4, 5). What had God done for them (v4) and what were they doing for the Lamb (v4)? 
	The 144,000 demonstrated their changed nature by not defiling themselves with immoral women, by following the Lamb wherever He went, and by not speaking any lies at all; they were blameless. They were God’s first-fruits, meaning that He had others to redeem. This must mean other Jews since many Gentiles were being redeemed already. This probably relates to the promise found in Rom 11:25-26 that “thus all Israel will be saved” after the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. The main point of the Tribulation is to bring about the salvation of the remnant of Israel, allowing God to fulfill His promises to them. They were also first-fruits to the Lamb, indicating that He has a great inheritance among the saints. As first-fruits always symbolize this was just the first installment or down payment on the rest of the harvest. 

	3. Looking at 14:6-8 what was the 1st angel’s message (v7), where was he, and who was it to (v6). What did the 2nd angel preach (v8)? Why do you think each of these messages was given?  
	The first angel was flying in “mid-heaven” or the highest visible point of the sky preaching the eternal gospel (eternal salvation through Jesus Christ) to everyone on the earth – every nation, tribe, tongue, and people – saying in a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made the heavens, earth, seas and rivers”. The “eternal gospel” is received by those who commit their lives to doing just this – fearing God (in contrast to anyone or anything else), giving Him glory, and worshiping Him as the Creator of all things. The second angel pronounced judgment on “Babylon the great”, the evil political, economic, and religious world system. Babylon represents whatever world empire Satan is energizing at the time, but in the end it will be the kingdom of the Antichrist, the epitome of all evil world empires. It would seem that the first message was given as a “last chance” offer to all people; the stakes were very high as the choice was between physical survival and spiritual survival. Everyone apparently chose physical survival by accepting the mark of the beast so the second angel delivered the message of final judgment. It is amazing that God would continue to deliver the message of salvation after so much rejection, but this final offer of mercy shows just how just He is. 

	II. The Losers (14:9-20)
	Key Idea: All who receive the mark of the beast will be tormented forever and all the armies of the world will be defeated by Jesus. 

	4. In Rev 4:9-11 what did the 3rd angel declare (v9-10)? List the details of what will happen to those who worship the beast (v10). How long will this last (v11)?
	The third angel declared God’s judgment on anyone who worshiped the beast and his image, and received his mark on their forehead or hand. Their judgment would be to drink the wine of the wrath of God, mixed full strength in the cup of His anger. Furthermore, he would be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and the Lamb. Their torment would never end as the smoke from this fiery judgment would ascend forever and ever; they would have no rest day and night as the torment remained constant each moment. 

	5. Using 4:12-13 what is the twofold aspect of the saints’ perseverance (v12) and what will be their reward (v13)? 
	The first aspect of the perseverance of the saints is the fact that as they reject the mark of the beast, even though it has grave physical consequences, they also positively follow God. They keep His commandments and maintain their faith in Jesus. This will result in the reward of rest (unlike those who receive the mark of the beast) from their labors (sufferings for Christ as they serve Him) as their works follow with them. The works of the unbeliever die with them because they are wood, hay and stubble, but the works of true believers last forever since they are gold, silver, and precious stone – things that survive the fire of God’s judgment. 

	6.  Looking at 4:14-16 who was sitting on the cloud (v14) and what was in His hand (v14)? What was He going to do (v15-16) and why (v15)? 
	One like a son of man was sitting on a white cloud with a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. This would seem to be Jesus, who called Himself the “Son of Man”, and who was referred to as such in Daniel 7:13 (in this passage the Son of Man comes with the clouds, so this seems to be a solid parallel). He was instructed by another angel (another of the same kind as the first three in 14:6, 8, and 9) to put in His sickle and reap for the harvest of the earth was ripe – it was time for judgment. Every opportunity for repentance had been given to the earthly inhabitants and they had completely rejected; so, it was time for God’s judgment. 

	7. According to 14:17-20 what was the 1st angel’s function (v17, 19) and the 2nd angel’s function (v18)? What would be the result (v19-20)? 
	The angel in v17 also had a sharp sickle, and another angel in v18, the angel with authority over the fire (probably the fire from the altar of incense which symbolized the prayers of the saints) told the first angel to put in his sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the vine of the earth. Whereas the Son of Man had declared the judgment by cutting a swath over the earth, this angel actually executed the specific judgment on earth in response to the prayers of the saints for justice at last. The first angel gathered the clusters of grapes and threw them into the great winepress of the wrath of God. This “winepress” was trampled by the horses outside the city of Jerusalem and the blood flowed to the horses’ bridles for two hundred miles. This probably relates to the battle of Armageddon described in Revelation 19:15-21; the blood from the defeated armies would be so massive that it would fill the valley of Jezreel four feet high for two hundred miles. This may be figurative language indicating what an incredible bloodbath this will be, but it may be literal. If all the armies of the world are gathered to one place, including 200 million on horses from the east, then it is possible for this to be a literal description. 

	III. The Results (15:1-8)
	Key Idea: Those who follow Christ faithfully will be with Him in glory, but those who reject Him with suffer grave consequences. 

	8. From 15:1 what sign appeared in heaven? Why was this the last of the plagues? Why is this good? 
	This sign was great because in it the last seven angels with plagues would carry out their work and the wrath of God would be finished. This is good for a couple of reasons. First, the earth and its inhabitants had been devastated by the judgments of God and these were at last coming to an end. The other reason that this is good is because God’s people would finally get to enjoy God full attention on them since His work of judgment would be complete. The execution of God’s justice on evil means it is no longer around and the original design and purpose of God will finally be realized in and through His people. 

	9. Read 15:2-4. Who was celebrating (v2) and how (v3)? Describe the content of this song (v3-4). Whose song was it (v3) and what do you think this means? 
	Those who had come from off the earth victorious from the beast, his image and the number of his name were standing on a sea of glass mixed with fire. The fire probably represents the fire of God’s judgment that is about to fall on the earth. Their “victory” had been that of not succumbing to worshiping the image of the beast or of allowing his mark to be attached to their foreheads or hands. As they stood on this sea of glass they sang the song of Moses who had been victorious over the Egyptians (redemption for God’s people in the Old Testament) and the song of the Lamb (redemption for God’s people in the New Testament, but also fulfilling the redemption of the Old Testament saints). The content of this song focused on God’s works and God’s nature. His works are great and marvelous, His ways are righteous and true, He is the Lord God, the Almighty, the King of the nations. He alone is holy and He has clearly revealed His righteous acts. This will cause all to fear and glorify His name and lead all nations to come and worship before Him. It is because of all of these attributes of God that He has been able to bring about redemption for all of His people, of both the old and the new covenants. 

	10. In 15:5-8 what did John see (v6-7) and what was about to happen? What did this scene cause (v8)? Why? 
	After seeing the martyrs singing the songs of redemption John saw the temple of the tabernacle of testimony opened – this is the inner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies in heaven – and seven angels having the last seven plagues came out of this place where God dwelled. They were clothed in linen, clean and bright, and their bodies were belted with golden belts. The pure beings were then given by the four living creatures the seven golden bowls of the wrath of God who lives forever. This occurrence caused the temple to fill with the smoke of God’s glory and power, and just like Moses’ experience (Ex 40:34-35), no being was able to enter into the temple until the seven plagues were finished. When God manifests Himself fully, exhibiting His power and glory, no one can stand in His presence. 

	11. Using this week’s study how is God’s fairness and righteousness demonstrated? Why should this motivate us to faithfulness? 
	Knowing that God will not let the guilty go unpunished and knowing He will reward those who follow Him with full devotion should motivate us to faithfulness each day. He does not overlook sin and allow His “grace” to accept all no matter what they do. Rather, it is those who place their faith in Him and follow Him with a whole heart who will be able to expect God’s vindication. In short we would be wise to be on the winning side. 


