Lesson Notes - Matt 19:3-20:16; Mk 10:2-31; Lu 18:1-30 – Get Your Mind Right
The Big Idea: We must trust God’s goodness, treat others graciously as He does, and live in light of His eternal blessings if we are to glorify Him. 
	I. Trust God’s Nature                       (Luke 18:1-14)
	Key Idea: We must trust God’s mercy, instead of our own efforts to be good, if we want to be right with Him. 

	1. Read Luke 18:1-8. How did the judge (v2, 4-5) and the woman (v3) react, who does each represent (v7), and what was Jesus’ point (v1)? How does God differ from the judge (v6-8) and what is His desire (v8)? 
	After letting the disciples know in Luke 17 that things would be going badly on the earth, with no apparent response to the gospel, before the return of the Lord He gave them encouragement to persevere in prayer. He told them a parable about a judge who did not fear God or respect man and a widow who continuously came to him to be protected by the law. At first the judge was unwilling to do anything about it but after a while he gave in so he would no longer have to be bothered by her. In contrast to the unrighteous judge God loves His elect, those whom He has chosen before the foundation of the world. Because of this love and compassion for them – they cry day and night - He wants to give justice to them and He wants to give it “speedily” (although His timing and ours isn’t the same). 

	2. From Luke 18:9-14 in God’s eyes who was wrong (v9-12) and who was right (v13-14) in the parable? Why? What mental shift (v9, 14) was Jesus advocating and how should we apply this? 
	In God’s eyes the Pharisee was wrong because he failed to acknowledge his sinfulness – in his eyes he was justified (right with God) because of the “good” things he did. He fasted twice a week and paid tithes on all that he got. He also felt justified because of his self-comparison with people like the tax collector. He viewed them as swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or disgusting like this tax collector. However, in God’s eyes this tax collector was the one who was right because he acknowledged his sinfulness to God. He humbly stood at a distance, understanding that he was unworthy because of his sin, and asked simply for mercy upon himself, the sinner. The Pharisee was wrong because he was a sinner like everyone else but failed to acknowledge it, while the tax collector was right because he did acknowledge it. When we acknowledge our sin and unworthiness to stand before God, He then forgives that sin and makes us right in His eyes  Jesus was thus advocating a mental shift away from self-justification and to acknowledgment of sin and repentance. We are all in need of God’s mercy.

	II. Treat People Right                      (Matt 19:3-15)
	Key Idea: We must follow God’s heart by treating those who are in need with kindness and justice. 

	3. From Matt 19:3-9 what was the Pharisees’ question (v3) and how did Jesus answer (v4-5, 6)? What was their “come-back” (v7) and what was Jesus’ explanation (v8-9)? 
	The Pharisees wanted to know if it was lawful to divorce one’s wife for any reason. Jesus directed them back to God’s original design which was revealed even before the Mosaic law was written. This design was that God had joined two together in marriage, making them mystically one flesh, so that no man should separate them. They followed up with the question of why Moses had commanded that a woman be given a certificate of divorce and be sent away. Jesus responded that God had permitted divorce because of the hardness of men’s hearts. The situation before that law is that men simply sent their wives away from them without any legal protection, making them extremely vulnerable. It basically consigned women to a life on the streets in one way or another. The primary motive of those who divorce in this way is so they can get involved in a more “satisfying” relationship, so Jesus told them that anyone who divorced his wife, except for immorality, and then remarries commits adultery. Paul adds to this exception in 1 Cor 7:15 by saying that if an unbelieving spouse leaves the relationship then the believer is not bound in such cases – in other words, free to remarry. The question arises regarding divorce today – is it acceptable to 1) get a divorce and 2) if divorced to remarry. Using the principles from Jesus’ answer it would seem that 1) it is okay to remarry if immorality or abandonment is the reason for the divorce, or if the former spouse has already remarried (see Deut 24:1-4) and 2) it is wrong to remarry if every attempt to reconcile the former situation has not been made. We should always err on the side of seeking reconciliation rather than giving up on the other person too quickly, because God’s original design is one man/one woman/for life. This means that some divorced people have to have a lot of perseverance as they wait for their spouse to “come around”. One final thought is important – if a person has divorced wrongly, so that it is a sin in God’s eyes, it is a forgivable sin like all the rest. But, it must be acknowledged as a sin, and repentance (a changed mind regarding divorce – that it is not okay) must be in place, so that God can forgive it. 

	4. What was the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ teaching in Matt 19:10-12 (v10) and what did they mean? How did Jesus respond (v11, 12) and what does this say about remaining single? 
	The disciples understood that Jesus was emphasizing the importance of remaining married regardless of what arose, short of adultery (and abandonment). It would also be wrong for a person to marry another if they were divorced from their spouse for any cause other than adultery. Jesus agreed with this but also understood that only those who had been given the “gift” of singleness – the ability to be truly fine with being single – by God would be able to remain unmarried and be happy. The original reason that God made Eve for Adam was that it was “not good for man to be alone”, so marriage is the natural order of God’s creation design unless He gifts someone with singleness. Sometimes this gift comes from birth, sometimes people are made single, like eunuchs, while sometimes it is simply a spiritual gift. When this gift has been given, either because someone chooses it for the kingdom of heaven (like Paul) or because they accept it as God’s plan for their life it is voluntary. Jesus simply said “he who is able to accept this, let him accept it”. Only the person knows whether they can be okay with this or not. So, while marriage is the usual plan for a person’s life, sometimes God gifts some to remain single, and others may choose to remain single for the kingdom. It must be done freely, though, as with all other acts of obedience. 

	5. Based on Matt 19:13-15 how did Jesus treat little children differently than His disciples and why (v14)? What was He teaching? What does this reveal about His heart? 
	The disciples rebuked those who were bringing their children to Jesus for Him to pray over them, probably thinking that it was beneath Him. Jesus, though, told them to leave them alone because the kingdom of heaven belongs to “such as these”. He wasn’t saying that the kingdom belonged to physical children, but to spiritual children – those who are dependent in every way on the Father for their well-being. Jesus’ heart is with those who are humble and willing to admit their need of God, not those who think they already have it together and stand aloof from Him. Similarly, we must devote our time to those who will learn, rather than with those whom we are trying to impress. 

	III. Treasure God’s Rewards            (Mk 10:17-31; Matt 20:1-16)
	Key Idea: We must value God’s rewards over earthly possessions or status.

	6. Read Mark 10:17-20. How did the man address Jesus and what did he ask (v17)? How did Jesus answer (v18, 19) and why do you think He did? What did the man say (v20)?
	The man, a ruler (Lu 18:18) who was both young (Matt 19:20) and wealthy (Matt 19:22) – the “rich young ruler”, addressed Jesus by calling Him “Good Teacher” and asked Him what he had to do to inherit eternal life. His address was wrong because the question was wrong; The question was wrong because nothing can be “done” humanly speaking to inherit eternal life, because man is sinful. The man’s basis for receiving eternal life was impossible – only God is good enough to inherit eternal life. Jesus wanted him to consider this so He asked him why he called Him “good”. The only right reason was because he realized that Jesus was God. Genuine belief in Jesus as God (and perfect) would lead him to eternal life. He also reminded the man that he knew the commandments that were supposed to give him eternal life. The man told him (without the “good”) that he had kept all these commandments from his youth. He was wrong since no one always does good and never sins, but in his mind he believed he had kept the commandments. If someone truly could keep them perfectly they would be justified, but only Jesus has done this. Therefore, only faith in Jesus is what will grant to us eternal life. 

	7. From Mark 10:21-22 how did Jesus feel (v21) and what did He tell him to do (v21)? Why? How did the man respond and what was his real issue (v22)? How should we apply this? 
	Because Jesus felt compassion for the young man he went for the heart, telling him that all he needed to do was to sell all that he had to give to the poor and then to come and follow Him. The point wasn’t that this sacrifice would earn him eternal life, but rather that such a sacrifice would show that he was not trusting in his riches for this eternal life, but God alone. Sadly, the man’s god was wealth, so he went away in grief. It is a good test for all of us, to consider what we are not willing to give up, for this is our god. Just as with this man it becomes the barrier to true faith in Jesus. 

	8. In Mark 10:23-27 what did Jesus say was hard (v23, 24) and what was His comparison (v25)? Explain. How did the disciples react and why (v26) and how did Jesus answer (v27)?
	Jesus declared to His disciples that it would be hard for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God, and then added that it would be hard for anyone to enter the kingdom of God. He then compared the difficulty of a rich man entering the kingdom of heaven to that of a camel trying to go through the “eye of a (literally “the”) needle”. This was an expression borrowed from the Persians that denoted the impossibility of something. Their expression said it was impossible for an elephant to go through the eye of needle, while the Jews picked the largest animal in their land, a camel, to express the same idea. Contrary to what some have said there was no such gate in Jerusalem called the “eye of the needle”; if there was then a camel might squeeze in, while Jesus’ point was that it was impossible for a wealthy person to enter the kingdom – if wealth had become their god. Anything would make it difficult to enter, but wealth especially since it shielded its possessors from the type of pain that normally brings people to their knees. The disciples were amazed at this answer since the wealthy were supposedly the recipients of God’s blessings. In addition the Jewish traditions said that the wealthy could gain eternal life by using their wealth for alms. If even a wealthy man could not enter then they had no idea how anyone could enter. Jesus’ point was that it is impossible – only God can grant eternal life. 

	9. Looking at Mark 10:28-31 what did Peter say (v28) and why do you think he did? What did Jesus promise them (v29-30) and of what truth did He remind them (v31)? 
	Peter told Jesus that they (disciples) had left everything to follow Jesus (as if He didn’t know), maybe to be reassured by Jesus that they had indeed followed the spirit of His words to the rich man. Jesus let them know that they would be rewarded for this not only in the next life, but also in this life. Their eternal reward for leaving family and wealth for His sake and the gospel’s would be eternal life; in this life they would receive a hundred times more in family and houses – probably spiritual in nature – but also persecutions. In short they would be blessed, while the Jewish leaders who thought they were “shoo-ins” for the kingdom would not make it. So, He told the many who are first now (the Jews) would be last, while the last (the disciples and Gentile believers) would be first. 

	10. Outline the parable of Matt 20:1-16 (v1-2, 3-4, 5-7, 8-10, 11-12, 13-15). Who did the landowner, the workers, and the grumblers represent? Why did they grumble? What was His point (v13) and who was the first and the last? 
	The first point is that the kingdom of heaven is like a story of a landowner who hired people to work his land. The second point is that he hired workers at the beginning of the day, and they agreed to work for a denarius. He then hired workers at the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 11th hours and promised to pay them what was right. They agreed to this and began to work. The third point was the reaction of the first workers to what the landowner paid to the rest. Even though the rest had worked less, he paid them the same, and they grumbled about his “grace” to the others. The final point was the landowner’s justification: they had agreed to work for a denarius and that is what he paid them, so it didn’t matter how he treated the others. It was right to spend his money as he wished. Jesus’ overall teaching was that even though the Jews had been God’s chosen people and had endured great suffering it was still His right to bless those on the outside – common people and Gentiles – with His gracious gifts. In fact many of those who were first would be last, while many last would be first. They should not be envious of His generosity, but rather should line up with His heart. 

	11. Review these passages. How do they teach us to “get our minds right” regarding trusting God’s nature (Lu 18:1-14), treating others right (Matt 19:1-15), and treasuring God’s rewards (Mk 10:17-31, Matt 20:1-16)?  
	We must keep on asking God through prayer for His justice and blessings. It is an exhibition of genuine faith to not give up in prayer because it shows our understanding that God really cares and that He is the only One who can handle the problem. Our mindset about this should lead to our positive treatment of others. We should not view people as beneath us, as property (like they treated divorced women or children in that day), but take special care of them because of their vulnerability. God’s heart is with the dependent and vulnerable, not with the self-justified and self-sufficient. Finally, we must treasure life with God, both in this life and for eternity, realizing that it is infinitely more value than anything that is on the earth. Only those things that endure for eternity – God’s Word and God’s people – are worthy of total sacrifice. We must receive His generosity with gratitude and enjoy it when He gives others this same grace. 


