Study Questions for Romans 9:1-10:15 – A Little Q & A
The Big Idea: Even though we may not understand God’s reasons for His specific mercy our responsibility is to believe His message and share it with others. 
	I. God’s Successful Promise  (9:1-9)
	Key Idea: God’s promise to Jewish descendants had not failed because their belief was also required to receive the promise.

	1. Read Romans 9:1-5. How was Paul feeling and why (v1-2, 3)? What was he willing to do (v3)? List the things that made his kinsmen special (v4-5)? How did he describe Christ (v5)? 
	Paul was sincerely sorrowful, with unceasing grief in his heart because his fellow Jews had rejected Jesus as the Messiah. He was willing, if it were possible, to be accursed (cut off from God) and separated from Christ for the sake of his brethren according to the flesh, presumably if it meant that they would come to Christ. The things that made the Jews special – a list he had started in 3:1-2 – were that 1) they had been adopted as God’s sons (Ex 4:22), 2) they represented or bore His [Shekinah] glory, 3) they were recipients of God’s covenants – the Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic and New, 4) they had been given the Law, the temple services and the promises, 5) they were descendants of fathers from whom the Christ (Messiah) would come. Christ is described here as God, who is over all, blessed forever. 

	2. Based on 9:6-8 who were true descendants of Abraham and who were not (v8), and which of these had rejected Christ (v6-7)? To what conclusion did this lead Paul (v6)? 
	The true descendants of Abraham, as Paul has already shown (Rom 4) are those of faith in the promise, represented by Isaac, the child of promise. It is not simply those who are of Abraham’s physical lineage, but those who are also of his spiritual lineage that are heirs of God’s promise. Just being a Jew physically didn’t make them an heir of the promise to Abraham; they had to also believe in God’s promise to be a true Jew. It was the physical only Jews who had rejected Christ, but since they had not believed they were not part of God’s promise to Abraham. His conclusion, then, was that God’s word had not failed. 

	II. God’s Sovereign Choice               (9:10-29)
	Key Idea: God freely chooses those to whom He will show mercy in order to reveal His glory. 

	3. In 9:9-13 who were the two children of promise referred to (9-10, 12-13)? What was not the basis of God’s choice of them (v11) and what was (v11)? How did their destinies play out (v12-13—see Mal 1:1-4)? 
	In these verses first Isaac, and then Jacob, are shown to be the children of promise. He did not choose them on the basis of their works because they were not even born when He chose them to be the heirs of Abraham’s promise. Rather, the basis of God’s choosing of them was that His purpose according to [His sovereign] choice would stand, because of Him who calls. Their destinies played out by God blessing them – Isaac received God’s overwhelming blessing and passed on to Jacob – and Jacob became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. On the other hand Ishmael did not receive the Abrahamic blessing, although he did become the father of twelve nations himself, and Esau, rather than walking in the blessing of God and of His love, experienced God’s judgment on him. The idea that God “hated” Esau should be viewed from these perspectives: 1) It is a term that contrasts with God’s love for Jacob, just as Jesus said we should “hate” our family in comparison to our love for God. This is seen in the 2nd perspective that 2) God did not bless Esau throughout his history and in light of His blessing of Jacob it could be said that He “hated” Esau. The third perspective is also very relevant, though; 3) Esau’s decision was always against God, from his despising of his birthright, all the way to Esau’s (Edom’s) mistreatment of the Jews throughout history, even though they were brothers. Another important point is that Jacob certainly didn’t deserve God’s blessing, being a schemer and deceiver. This was truly God’s purpose according to His choice that was demonstrated here. 

	4. From 9:14-18 what question is raised (v14) and what is the answer (v15, 18)? What is the corollary to this (v16)? How did Pharaoh illustrate God’s purpose (v17-18)? 
	God’s sovereign choice, based not on works that He could foresee, raised the question of whether there was injustice with God. Paul quotes Ex 33:19 to answer this, where God reveals His nature to Moses by saying, “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” So, He has mercy on whom He desires, and, as in the case of Pharaoh, He hardens whom He desires. The corollary to this discussion relates to man – God’s choices don’t depend on man who runs (acts) or man who wills (chooses), but on God who has mercy. No man deserves God’s leniency or grace; thus mercy is “not getting what (the punishment) we deserve”. On the other hand, since Pharaoh had already hardened his will against God more than once (Ex 4:21, 7:13) God finally hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Ex 9:12). He had allowed Pharaoh to come to power, even though he didn’t deserve it, so that He could demonstrate His power and have His Name (glory) proclaimed all over the earth through His deliverance of Israel from Egypt. God had a purpose for both Israel and for Pharaoh that He carried out through His sovereign choice. The obvious conclusion is that either God is in charge, or man, who is evil, is in charge. The Bible clearly shows that God (thankfully) is sovereign and in charge. 

	5. Using 9:19-23 what 2nd question is raised (v19) and what is its answer (v20, 21)? How did Pharaoh fulfill God’s purpose (v22, 23) and what did this require from God (v22)? 
	The next question was “Why then does He still find fault, for who resists His will?” Paul’s answer, again based on the Old Testament (Is 29:16, Is 45:9, Is 64:8, Jer 18:1-6) is that God, our Maker, is like a Potter forming clay into various pots to be used according to His purpose. The first relationship we have with God is as Him as Creator, and us as the created. The Potter has right over the clay to make from the same lump one pot for honorable (sacred) use, and one pot for common use. So, the pot doesn’t have the right to say to the Potter, “Why did you make me this way?” God gets to choose, based on His purpose, because He is the Creator. Another consideration is what God had to endure by making someone like Pharaoh (or any unregenerate person); He had to show patience with his arrogance, rather than destroying him on the spot, so that His power could be made known to the earth – even though Pharaoh was headed for eternal destruction. This doesn’t mean that God had “predestined him to go to hell” as some say. God does choose to show mercy on some, but He doesn’t plan ahead of time to send people to hell. All have an opportunity to choose Christ; if they reject they send themselves to hell. It is in this sense that Pharaoh was “prepared for destruction” – he had made his choice, preparing his eternal damnation. This difference is seen in the next verse which says that He prepared beforehand the vessels of mercy. Pharaoh prepared himself in this current life for destruction, whereas God prepared beforehand His vessels of mercy (v23). 

	6. Based on 9:23-29 how are believing Gentiles described (v23, 24-25, 26) and also believing Jews (v27, 29)? What will physical Israel look like (v27-29)? 
	God allowed the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction to continue so that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy which He prepared beforehand for glory. He identifies all whom He calls “vessels of mercy”, both Jews and Gentiles, then describes Gentiles also as “my people” (they were “not my people”), “beloved” (formerly “who were not beloved”), and “sons of the Living God” (before they were “not my people”). Believing Jews are called “the remnant”, even though non-believing Jews, physical descendants only of Abraham, will be like the sands of the sea. Also, this remnant is the “posterity” that God has left the nation of Israel; otherwise they would be completely destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. Israel will be saved in end, but they will be relatively small compared to physical Israel. Thus, when the Lord executes His word of destruction and judgment on the entire earth only the remnant of Israel, those who have accepted Jesus as their Messiah and Savior, will be saved – along with believing Gentiles. 

	III. God’s Salvation Source          (9:30-10:15)
	Key Idea: Jesus is the only source of salvation to those who truly believe His resurrection, confess Him as Lord, and call upon Him. 

	7. Looking at 9:30-33 what conclusion is laid out regarding Gentiles and Jews (v30, 31)? Explain why the Jews failed to believe in Jesus (v32). 
	The Gentiles attained righteousness in God’s sight because they pursued it by faith, whereas the Jews did not attain it because they pursued it by works. As is always the case the self-righteous efforts of the Jews to become righteous by keeping the Law were doomed to failure because no one is perfect. If, however, they gave up this approach and believed in Jesus they would no longer be in control, so they stumbled over this option. Jesus was completely believable for those with an open heart, but for those who had their own way of righteousness to pursue, like the Jews, He could not be received. That is why repentance is the first step to genuine saving faith; we must give up our old way of being justified (in our eyes only) so that we can truly be justified God’s way, through Jesus Christ. 

	8. Read 10:1-4. What was Paul’s heart desire (v1) and what did he feel about unbelieving Jews (v2)? What was their problem (v3) and what did they not understand or accept (v4)? 
	Paul’s heart desire was for the salvation of the Jews. He knew that they had a zeal for God, but it was not according to knowledge, or truth. They did not know about God’s righteousness – by faith, in Jesus Christ – so they tried to establish their own. Thus, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God, which is embodied in Christ. He is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes because He has fulfilled the Law Himself and He imputes His perfect righteousness to those who believe in Him. But for Jews who had their own righteousness, even though they were zealous for God as they understood Him they would not be justified in His eyes. 

	9. From 10:5-10 what are the 2 approaches to righteousness (v5, 6) and how do they look different in practice (v6-7, 8)? How does one become righteous by faith (v9-10) and why are both aspects crucial?  
	The “Law” approach to righteousness, according to Moses, is that everyone who practices the Law will live by that righteousness. Sadly, no one can keep the Law perfectly, so no one lives on that basis. The righteousness by faith, though, refuses to take the matter of righteousness into its own hands by ascending to heaven to bring Christ down or descending into the abyss to bring Christ up. This is all immersed in human effort and makes God our servant, rather than us the recipients of His grace. The righteousness by faith recognizes that the word is near, in our mouths and in our hearts and that all we have to do is receive by faith the word that is preached. Thus, if the acceptance of this word, that Jesus is Lord, is confessed, and the belief that God raised Him from the dead is affirmed in our hearts then we will be saved. The heart transformation is what results in righteousness, and the confession of the mouth is the outward demonstration that the person is saved. When we actually bear the fruit of salvation then we are truly saved, although the fruit itself doesn’t save; that comes by believing in the heart. 

	10. According to 10:11-15 to whom is salvation available (v11-13), what is it like (v12), and through whom does it come (v11, 13)? What is God’s method for transmitting the message of salvation (v14-15)? 
	Salvation is available to “whoever” believes in the Lord and for whoever calls on His name, whether Jew or Gentile. However, there is no other name by which we must be saved. He is the same Lord of all, whether Jew or Gentile and is abounding in riches to whoever calls on Him. They must, therefore, hear the message to believe, and then to call on Him based on that faith. This message must be presented by a messenger, or preacher, and those who present this message are sent by God. That would apply generally to all of us, although specifically God does call certain ones to proclaim or preach the message in an official capacity (see Eph 4:11-13). The great thing is that whenever we get to proclaim this message it is a beautiful thing – we must pursue this with eagerness, running as it were, to share the good news of Jesus that brings good things to the lives of those who believe in Him as Lord and Savior. 

	11 Review 9:1-10:15. What is God’s purpose (10:9-15)? How did He fulfill His promise to the Jews (9:6-13) and why was His sovereign choice necessary (9:14-32, 9:33-10:7)? 
	God’s purpose is to bring all who call upon Him to salvation by faith in Christ. The Jews who believed in God’s promise to Abraham that he would be the father of many nations and that his worldwide blessing would come through his “seed” – most Jews understood this to be the Messiah - were the chosen Jews. So, as Jews believed, even though this would be a remnant in comparison to the physical nation, God’s promise to the Jews to be His people and the conduit of worldwide blessing was fulfilled. Another example of this fulfillment was that Jesus Himself was a Jew, as well as the apostles, who all were the source of worldwide blessing. Those Jews called by God were chosen on the basis of God’s purpose, not on the basis of their works which He knew beforehand. That is good because as Romans has shown there is none righteous, so any Jew that God chose for salvation had to be on the basis of His mercy and not their works. In fact they intentionally rejected God’s method of salvation – Jesus – because they wanted to seek righteousness on their own terms. It must be, therefore, by God’s mercy alone that He chose some for salvation, since He is obligated to save no one, for all have sinned and turned aside from Him. Only God knows His specific reasons for showing mercy to some and not others, but that is not our concern. He has a right, as the Potter and our Maker, to make us according to His purposes. Having said that, God never acts inconsistently with His nature – He is both loving and just, always impartial but always faithful in His special love for His people. So whether we understand His reasons, we know that He is good, so our concern is to present the message of Christ and encourage each person to respond to this message positively. God is not responsible for their rejection, but they are; on the other hand those who do respond positively owe it to God’s sovereign choice to show them mercy as He elected them to be saved. It is not about us, but about God’s mercy, since we deserve nothing but God’s judgment on our rejection of Him. We must, then, give praise to Him for His electing love for us; this should change our lives as we serve out of overwhelming gratitude to Him. 


