Daily Study Questions for Isaiah 49-57

Big Idea: Even though Christ’s method of ministry was as a suffering servant, by it He successfully secured salvation for His people. 
	I. His Mission is Service (49-52:12)
	Key Idea: Christ’s mission is characterized by His service to all His people. 

	1. Read Isaiah 49:1-8. Who will God’s Servant represent (v3), and what will He be like (v1-2, 3, 5)? What is His mission (v5, 6), and what will God do for Him (v1, 3, 6, 7-8)? 
	God’s Servant will represent Israel, but can’t be Israel since he will bring them (Jacob, v5) back to God. The Servant will be called from before birth and named by God as a Servant. His mouth will be like a sharp sword – His words will do His work, He will be concealed in the shadow of God’s hand (protected and unobserved), He will be God’s select arrow to accomplish His mission, He will be a bearer of God’s glory, He will be honored in the sight of the Lord, and God will be His strength. His mission will be to bring Israel back to God, but also be a light to the nations so that God’s salvation will reach to the ends of the earth. God will protect Him, reveal His glory through Him, enhance His mission to include all the nations of the earth, lead all the earth’s rulers to bow before Him, and will answer Him and help Him in His “day of salvation”. 

	2. In 49:14-22, 24-26 what did God promise His people (v15, 16, 18-20, 22, 25)? What would the result be (v26)? 
	God promised to not forget His children any more than a mother can forget a child who is nursing. He promised that they were inscribed on the palms of His hands and their city walls of defense were continually before Him. All of their destroyers would be worn like jewels, and the empty spaces in the land would be so heavily repopulated that the land would be cramped. The nations would return Judah’s children to them, the rulers of the earth would pay homage to them, and their persecutors would be avenged by God Himself. The result would be that all flesh would know that the LORD was their Savior and Redeemer, the Mighty One of Israel. 

	3. From 50:4-11 how is God’s Servant further described (4, 5) what will happen to Him (v6), and of what is He confident (v7, 8, 9)? Apply. 
	The Servant has been given the “tongue of disciples” so that He would know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He would be awakened each morning to listen to the Lord, His ears would be opened so that He could be totally obedient to God’s will, and He would not turn back from that course until God’s will was accomplished. Sadly, He would give up His face to persecutors so that they would strike Him, pluck His beard, humiliate Him and spit upon Him. However, He was confident that, because of the Lord’s help, He would set His face like flint and knew that He would not be ashamed because He turned back. He knew, further-more, that the One who would vindicate Him was near so that no one who had a case against Him could succeed. He also knew that even if someone condemned Him that they would wear out before their charge could ever be sustained. The example of the Servant shows us that if we will allow the Lord to speak into our lives each morning and obey Him, when adversity comes we will be able to withstand, knowing that God is forever on our side. These verses, 8 and 9, are quoted in Rom 8:33-34 as evidence that nothing shall separate us from the love of God. 

	4. From 51:1-3, 4-8, and 21-23 how will Zion (Judah) be blessed (v1-2, 3) and what will they wait for (4, 5, 8)? Who does God’s judgment await (v22-23)? 
	The Lord will comfort and multiply Zion (Judah) just as He did Abraham and Sarah and will agriculturally prosper their land. This will cause joy, gladness, thanksgiving and celebration to be found there. They will wait for God’s law and justice to go forth from God, and for His righteousness and salvation to rule over them. They will also wait for His arm (symbolic of His power) to rule over the nations and to those who have no fear of Him to be eaten up like a moth. God’s judgment, His cup of reeling, will be given to Judah’s tormentors to drink, and Judah will never drink it again when that occurs. 

	5. Based on 52:1-12 what will happen to God’s people (v3, 7, 8, 9, 12)? How will God do this (v10)? 
	God’s people will be redeemed (bought out of the hands of their oppressors) without money – God Himself will bring them back. They will have the good news of peace and salvation announced to them, Zion will be restored, they will be comforted, and they will once again move at a leisurely pace because the Lord is before them to lead and behind them to protect. God will do this by “baring His holy arm” in the sight of all the nations so that all the earth will see the salvation of the Lord. As the context makes clear this is a reference to the appearance of Jesus on the earth, and His subsequent death and resurrection. It is through Christ’s being lifted up on the cross that every one will be able to look at Him (Jn 3:14) and He will “draw all men to Himself” (Jn 12:32). God defeats the enemy through the “weakness” of the cross, and thus His righteous arm saves His people. 

	II. His Method Is Suffering               (52:13-53:12)
	Key Idea: It was through suffering that Christ was able to secure salvation for His people. 

	6. Read 52:13-53:3. How will God’s Servant begin (52:13, 53:2), and then what will happen to Him (52:14, 53:2-3)? 
	The Servant would grow up like a tender shoot, very vulnerable, and have nothing distinctively royal or majestic about Him – or even be attractive. Yet, when His public ministry began, it would be filled with success and prosperity; He would be “high and lifted up” and greatly exalted. This obviously mirrors the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. However, just like Jesus’ ministry, the Servant’s great popularity would quickly turn to hateful persecution, so much so that many would be astonished. His appearance and form would be marred more than any man; but because His blood was poured out He would sprinkle many nations, setting them apart to God. He would be despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, intimately acquainted with grief. People would hide their face from Him and He would be considered worthless by His own. 

	7. Using 53:4-12 in what ways did God’s Servant suffer (v4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12)? What did this do for His people (v4, 5, 6, 7, 11)? 
	God’s Servant suffered by bearing the grief and carrying the sorrow of His people. It was God Himself who did this to Him; He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, disciplined for our well-being, and scourged to bring us healing. He was oppressed in silence, cut off from the land of the living, and assigned a grave among those who were evil (although He actually was with a rich man in His death – Joseph of Arimathea). He was crushed by the Lord Himself and this brought anguish to His soul; He poured out His soul to death, was considered by everyone to be a transgressor. All of this suffering and sacrifice led to the forgiveness of the sins of His people, as well as comfort for our grief and healing for our wounds. All who believe in Him now have their sins laid on Him who is our sin-bearer, and we are justified so that we can have a relationship with God. 

	III. His Ministry Is Successful (54-57)
	Key Idea: Even though Christ suffered as a servant for us, He success-fully fulfilled God’s plan for His ministry. 

	8. In 54:1-17 whose success does the Servant secure (v5-8)? In what ways are they successful (v1, 3, 4-5, 10, 11-12, 13, 16-17), and how are they to prepare for it (v2)? Apply. 
	The Servant secures the success of Judah (Israel), the one who was forsaken by the Lord because of her unfaithfulness. They will be successful by having children (descendants), their shame, humiliation and disgrace will be forgotten, God’s loving expression of His faithfulness will never again be removed, His covenant of peace with them will not be shaken, He will make her walls of defense so permanent that He will set with precious stones, all of her sons will be taught by the Lord (see Jer 31:34) and their well-being will be great. Furthermore, no weapon that is created against them will prosper and every accusing tongue will be condemned by them instead. With this vision of success in mind they needed to enlarge their tent, lengthening the cords and strengthening the tent pegs. This is how God’s people must act: we must believe that God is going to bless us, that He is going to defeat our enemies, and thus expand our capacity to be filled with His blessing. We must be willing to prepare extra space to bring the nations under God’s protection. 

	9. According to 55:1-13 who gets God’s blessing (v1), and how (v1, 2, 3, 6, 7)? Why is His blessing certain (v8-11, 12-13)? 
	God’s blessing is available to those who acknowledge that they are thirsty – that they actually have a need that only He can meet. They obtain this water not with money, but by accepting what God freely offers to them. If we will listen to the Lord, inclining our ears to Him, then we will live. He will make an everlasting covenant with us just like He did with King David. Our response to God’s offer must be to seek the Lord while He may be found and to call upon Him while He is near, implying that His offer is not necessarily available forever. To seek the Lord means that we forsake our evil ways and return to the Lord. When we do He will have compassion on us and abundantly pardon. His blessing is certain because He is spoken the word of blessing and promise. Unlike man, when God says it, that settles it, and fruit is born. His word always produces life that goes on and on for those who live in it. Furthermore, once God’s fulfillment begins He will give an everlasting sign in nature to remind Him to be faithful to His promise.  

	10. From 56:1-12 who is God’s salvation for (v1-2, 3-5)? What will he do for them (v7)? 
	God’s salvation is for those (even a “foreigner” or an outcast like a eunuch) who walk in God’s ways, preserving justice, doing righteousness, and honoring His Sabbaths. This doesn’t mean that we “work” our way into salvation, but it means that those who obey Him from the heart show that they believe He is the way of salvation. To walk in God’s ways is to demonstrate that our belief system relies on Him, and not on some lesser alternative. Those who believe in Him and show it will be brought to God’s holy mountain (where He lives) and be made joyful in His “house of prayer” for all the nations. All of their sacrifices will be acceptable to God because they believe in Him. 

	11. Based on 57:1-21 what will God do for the righteous (v1-2, 15)? How will the unrighteous act (v3-14), and how do they feel (v20-21)? 
	The righteous man’s death is not understood by those of this earthly realm; they think he is dying because he is no different than them. The truth, however, is that God takes the righteous out of this evil world as a blessing. Their death allows them to enter into peace. Furthermore, during their lives of struggle God promises to dwell with those who are lowly and contrite and will revive them as they go through these struggles. The unrighteous, on the other hand, think they are in control. They do whatever they want to, or so they think. They rebel, deceive, commit sexual sin in the name of pagan worship, offer their children up as sacrifices to the false gods, and sleep with the enemy. Even though they grow tired trying to gain the favor of foreigners, they persevere in their overtures of sin and never turn back to God. They will also offer up sacrifices to God that mean nothing to Him, and will cry out to Him while they are still in their rebellion – to no avail. All the while they are turbulent on the inside, unable to be quiet, and incapable of being at peace with themselves, others, or God. There is no peace for the wicked. 


