Revelation 6-8:5 Daily Study Questions – Taking a Deep Breath
The Big Idea: When all of God’s judgment breaks loose we must breathe deeply in Him and trust His protection. 
	I. Ramping Up God’s Judgment             (6:1-11)
	Key Idea: God will progressively bring judgments on the earth during the first half of the Tribulation. 

	1. Read Rev 6:1-4. What happened “after these things” (4:1) when the first (v2) and second (v4) seals were broken? What does each of these suggest will happen at the beginning of the Tribulation? How was John involved (v1, 3)? 
	After viewing the heavenly worship the scene shifts back to the earth – to the “after these things” (the seven churches) period. The first event that occurs is the breaking of the first seal by the Lamb, after which one of the four creatures invites John to “Come”. This revealed a white horse with a man sitting on it with a bow. He was given kingship and went out conquering, but since there was no arrow with his bow, apparently it was a peaceful conquest, like a treaty. Many believe this to be the rise of the Antichrist at the beginning of the Tribulation – he looks innocent (a white horse), but he is focused on conquering the world. The second seal was then broken and a red horse appeared. “Red” in the Bible normally symbolizes blood and since it says that this horse took peace from the earth and began to wield his great sword, this signifies a shift for the Antichrist. He moves from peaceful conquest to violent conquest at some point during the first three and a half years. This follows the progress of the forerunner of the Antichrist, Antiochus IV of Syria in the 2nd century BC (Dan 10-11). He began peacefully, but then inflicted violence on the people of God as he sought to conquer his region. The beginning of the Tribulation will be peaceful, but will then escalate into a time of war. John was shown all of this so he could relay it to the people of God (like us). Apply: Peace seems like a good thing, but the question is, “What price peace?” This contrived peace at the beginning of Tribulation will be a sign of the end; we must not be deceived by outward appearances, but look at the whole picture. Throughout history evil dictators have gotten people on their side in the beginning, only to turn the tables (like Hitler) and take over the world by whatever means necessary. This is what the Antichrist will do. 

	2. Looking at 6:5-8 what was the meaning of what John saw (v5) and heard (v6) when the 3rd seal was broken? What did the 4th seal signify (v7-8)? 
	The third seal revealed a black horse carrying a rider with scales in his hands. John heard a voice saying “a quart of wheat for a denarius and three quarts of barley for a denarius”. A denarius was a day’s wages, so this was an extremely high price for basic food, indicating along with the scales that food was so scarce that it was being rationed – thus famine conditions were pictured. However, the oil and wine were not to be diminished in any way – they were not to be used for payment but as important commodities necessary for survival. The oil was necessary for cooking bread and the wine was used for purifying water. The fourth seal naturally followed the first three, representing death. The added detail is that “Hades” was following close behind death. This was the Old Testament equivalent of hell since the dead who were apart from God resided there. Death and Hades were given authority to kill one fourth of the earth. In today’s terms that would be 1.5 billion people who would die by sword, famine, disease or wild animals. Apply: Famine and death are held back in the present day only by the grace of God in accordance with His divine purposes. In this last gasp of the earth God’s restraining hand will gradually be lifted and all will see how bad things really are without His mercy.

	3. From 6:9-11 what was under the 5th seal (v9)? Why (v9) and what did they want to know (v10)? What were they given and told (v11)? Why (v11)?
	The breaking of the fifth seal revealed the souls of all those who had been killed because of the testimony they had maintained (concerning Jesus). They loudly cried out asking how long it would be until the “holy and true” Lord would refrain from judging and avenging their blood on those who dwell on the earth. They were given a white robe and told that they should rest a little longer until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who would be martyred was completed. The white robe would satisfy partially their need for “right” to be done, since it represented the righteousness of Christ. Apply: Justice is a desire of the human heart as God created it. It is only right that the redeemed martyrs call for justice to be served. But they must wait on God’s timing; when He does bring about justice on those who have rebelled against and rejected God, and have badly mistreated His people it will truly be sweet. 

	II. Reacting or Resting (6:12-7:3)
	Key Idea: When God’s judgment causes everything to fall apart we can either rest in His protection by faith or hide from Him in unbelief. 

	4. Using Rev 6:12-14 what events occurred when the 6th seal was broken (v12-14)? What do you think these refer to? Trace the progression of the 1st six seals (6:1-14).
	After the sixth seal was broken things God’s judgments intensified. There was a great earthquake, the sun was eclipsed, the moon became blood-red, stars (asteroids?) fell from the sky to the earth, and the sky split apart like a scroll. Possibly the cause of the sun’s darkening and the moon’s reddish hue will be volcanic eruptions all over the world resulting from the massive worldwide earthquake. The convulsing of the sky will simply be a supernatural event. The progression of the seven seals is 1) one world peace 2) worldwide war 3) famine 4) death to one fourth of the population 5) martyrdom 6) dissolution of our environment causing widespread terror. Apply: God’s judgment will affect the entire created universe because it is all His and in many ways everything is interrelated. Just like the seals that are broken, we must take note when things go from bad to worse in our lives personally to discern if God is saying something to us; He often is. 

	5. In 6:15-17 who did the sixth seal affect (v15)? What did they realize (v17) and how did they react (v15, 16)? What should they have done? Apply. 
	The sixth seal affected everyone – kings, great men, commanders, the rich, the strong, slave and free. They all realized that this was the manifested wrath of the Lamb and emanated from the One who sits on the throne. They should have repented but instead they hid themselves in caves and called for the rocks to fall on them. They knew at last that the time (day) of God’s wrath had come and that no one could stand before it. This should instruct us on how to respond to God when problems occur in our lives – we should examine ourselves to see if our sin is the cause and if so, then we should repent. The wrong response is to simply run and hide from God – this is obviously impossible. 

	6. Looking at 7:1-3 what was God’s next step (v3) and how did He insure this (v1, 2)? What does this tell us about God’s care for us? 
	God’s next step was to call upon His angels to protect the earth until His chosen people were sealed with His seal. A seal in the ancient world was a sign of identification and protection; in light of the judgments that were about to ensue, God wanted to protect His people with His seal. This shows that even though the world around us may be falling apart God’s will still insure that we are taken care of as His people. Apply: God will never abandon His people and will never include them in His judgment on unbelieving mankind. Just as He did in the Exodus God can bring major plagues on evil people, but totally protect those who believe in Him. 

	III. Reserving God’s Faithful (7:4-8:5)
	Key Idea: God insures that His people will be protected from the ravages of His judgment and from Satan’s strategies. 

	7. According to 7:4-8 who was sealed with God’s seal (v4, 5-8)? What is significant about this—why do you think He only sealed Jews? 
	One hundred forty-four thousand from every tribe of the sons of Israel (an Old Testament phrase) were sealed. This is significant because it was not Gentiles who were sealed, but Jews, meaning that Jews would have to go through the remaining three and a half years, but not necessarily Gentiles. This would correspond to Daniel 9:24-27 in which God told Daniel that 70 weeks (490 years) would be required to end iniquity and bring in everlasting righteousness. This final 7 year period, corresponding to Daniel’s 70th week, would be the Tribulation of Revelation. The first half of the Tribulation was bad, but the 2nd half (the 7 trumpets and 7 bowls of wrath) would be so bad that they would need to be sealed to survive it. This may refer primarily to spiritual sealing because of the direct satanic activity of the 2nd half of the Tribulation. Another aspect of this is that Gentile believers do not have to be sealed because we are already sealed with the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation; Jews, not having become Christians yet, would thus be sealed for the first time as believing Jews. Interestingly, Judah is mentioned first although not the first-born of Jacob’s sons (Jesus came from this tribe). Dan is also replaced by Manasseh, one of Joseph’s sons. The tribe of Joseph, therefore, refers to Ephraim. This means that Joseph got a double blessing, while Dan, the northernmost of the tribes who was basically assimilated into the Gentile nations was no longer around. Apply: God will not fail to keep His promises whether it is to Jews or Gentiles; He does not predicate the fulfillment of His unconditional promises (like He made with Abraham or with us in the New Covenant) upon our faithfulness. He will discipline us if we sin, but He will fulfill His promises. 

	8. From 7:9-12 who did John see next (v9) and where were they (v9)? What were they saying (v10)? Who else was there (v11) and what did they say (v12)?
	John saw a great (innumerable) multitude from every nation, tribe, people and tongue standing before the throne and the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes (of righteousness), had palm branches in their hands (to honor the King), and they cried out in a loud voice, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne and to the Lamb. They, along with the angels, elders, and four living creatures, fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God. They said, “Amen, blessing, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power, and might be to our God forever and ever, Amen.” God is the source of salvation, and is the only One worthy of this sevenfold ascription. Apply: Every tribe, every tongue, every nation, everyone will worship God because of the sacrifice of Jesus. It may require martyrdom or simply perseverance, but God will have myriads of redeemed people representing every people group. That is why it is so important to spread the gospel to every dialect on the face of the earth. 

	9. Using 7:13-14 what did one elder say to John (v13) and what was his reaction (v14)? Who did the elder say these people were (v14)? 
	One of the elders asked John who these people were and where they had come from. John said in so many words, “I don’t know, but you do”. The elder then told him that they had come out of the great tribulation and had made their robes white by washing them in the blood of the Lamb. This would imply that they had been rescued out of the great tribulation, either by martyrdom or by rapture. This again fits the idea that the 2nd half of the Tribulation period is going to be devoted to finishing God’s program of restoration for the Jews. Apply: God rescues His people and makes them fit to be in his presence forever. He wants us to know that no matter how bad it gets or how high the odds seem to be stacked against us, He will redeem us for eternal life with Him. 

	10. Looking at 7:15-17 what privilege did the martyrs receive (v15) and what were their blessings (v16, 17)? How can we apply this? 
	These martyrs received the privilege of being before the throne of God and serving Him day and night in His temple. The One on the throne (God) would also spread His covering (tent, tabernacle) over them. They would no longer hunger, thirst, nor be uncomfortable from the heat; rather, the Lamb in the center of the throne would be their shepherd and He would guide them into springs of the water of life. Furthermore, God would wipe away every tear from their eyes. This is what we now possess spiritually, but one day when we get to heaven we will actually experience this physically. That for which we all long will one day be ours when we are in the direct presence of God. Apply: Heaven is going to be an incredible experience and this should lead us to be willing to endure anything and everything for His sake on this earth. He will meet every need we have and we will have joy without pain forevermore. This will all occur because the Lamb in the center of the throne will be our shepherd.  

	11. In 8:1-5 what 4 things occurred when the 7th seal was broken (v1, 2, 3-4, 5)? What is the significance of each event? 
	When the seventh seal was broken there was first silence in heaven for about half an hour. Secondly, an angel stood at the altar of incense and was given more incense to add to the prayers of the saints. This caused smoke to go up before God which included the prayers of the saints, a beautiful picture of how our prayers get God’s attention. The angel then took the censer that was filled with burning coals and flung them to earth. Finally, this caused peals of thunder, sounds and flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. The silence set the stage for the judgment of God to begin, providing a backdrop for its horror. The incense symbolized the prayers of the saints who had long called out for justice for their martyrdom and the violence perpetrated on the innocent by evil people. The fire coming from the altar symbolized the judgment coming from God’s righteousness and the thunder, lightning, and earthquake show the cataclysmic effect of this judgment. His judgment will shake the heavens and the earth (Heb 12:26, Hag 2:6) so that anything that remains is established on Him. Apply: In spite of all of God’s providential work the prayers of His people are very important. He responds to these prayers both to deliver us and to bring about His judgment on the unredeemed at the appropriate time. Then, at the right time His judgment will reveal who is established on Him and who has no enduring foundation at all. 


