Daily Study Questions - Ex 32-34 – Should I Stay or Should I Go?
The Big Idea: Although we don’t deserve it God remains faithful to us, even though He is angry over our sin. 
	I. Discipline for Sin (32)
	Key Idea: When we sin against God we will be held accountable for it and pay the consequences. 

	1. Read Exodus 32:1-8. Trace the downward spiral of the people (v1, 3, 6) and Aaron (v2, 4, 5)? Why did each react as they did (v1, 5)? How did the Lord react (v7-9)? What can we learn from this?
	When the people realized that Moses was taking longer than expected to return they decided to make a visible god who could go before them. They possibly thought that Moses wasn’t going to come back and he represented God to them. So, when Aaron made them a golden calf idol they wanted to worship this “new” god so much that they got up early the next day to have a feast to it, offer sacrifices, and engage in immorality. Their faith was in what they could see (an “anti-definition” of faith) so they felt released to do whatever they wanted, worshiping the false god by methods of their own choosing. Aaron accommodated the people rather than standing against them at the outset, possibly thinking he could steer them in the right direction. Sin can never be temporarily tolerated; good will never occur by allowing sin to gain the slightest foothold. As in this case their questioning of Moses led to a desire for an idol which led to turning from God and immorality. Had Aaron merely said, “No”, they might have remained faithful; even if they overruled him at least he would have been right with God. They brought him down with them. The Lord told Moses exactly what they had done; they had “corrupted” themselves, quickly turning aside from the way God had commanded. He was referring to their idolatry in which they credited this calf idol with delivering them from Egypt. This story teaches us that idolatry and rebellion begins within us; if we stubbornly refuse to believe or obey God, any sin is possible. 

	2. From 32:9-14 how did God describe the people (v9) and what did He tell Moses (v10)? How did Moses get God to “reconsider” (v11, 12, 13) and what did God do (v14)? Apply. 
	God told Moses that He had seen that they were an obstinate people. The word “obstinate” means “stiff-necked”, like a donkey that won’t follow its lead – it pulls back instead of going along. Because they wouldn’t follow Him the only option in God’s mind was to destroy them and to make a great nation out of Moses. Moses interceded for the people with God, calling to His attention that He had redeemed them from the Egyptians with powerful actions. He also asked God to consider that if He did this the Egyptians would probably accuse Him of not being able to finish the job. Finally, Moses recalled God’s covenant promises that He swore an oath on His name to multiply the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and give them the land of Canaan forever. God then told Moses that He would not do as He had just said. It is said that God “changed His mind”, and this is the way it appeared from the human viewpoint. From the divine viewpoint, though, God never changes (Num 23:19, Mal 3:6). He does make conditional statements that sound absolute when they are spoken – but He will still allow repentance to alter the course He has declared. This is the way prayer works; it appears God will bring judgment because He declares it on sin, but when we someone intercedes on the basis of the character of God He sometimes responds positively. God’s plan was just as Moses had prayed, to preserve and multiply His people, and to give them their inheritance. The way that plan would occur was through the medium of intercessory prayer. This shows that prayer is an important part of the execution of God’s will. He hardly ever does anything without the prayer of His people, so we must pray no matter what direction things appear to be heading. 

	3. Using 32:15-24 what did Moses and Joshua discover (v17-18, 19) and how did Moses react (v15-16, 19-20)? How did Moses deal with Aaron (v21) and how did he justify his actions (v22-24)? 
	When Moses went down the mountain things were just as God had told him. It sounded to Joshua as if the sound of war was in the camp, but Moses knew better. It was the sound of singing and when Moses and Joshua drew near they saw the calf and the people dancing. At this point Moses shattered the two tablets in a gesture symbolizing that the people had broken God’s law. He then ground the calf up into powder, poured it on the surface of the water, and made the people drink it as a measure of discipline. He also confronted Aaron with his participation in this sin, asking what the people had done to him to make him commit such a great sin. Aaron told Moses to calm down because he knew how prone the people were to do evil. He then told him that the people wanted a god to lead them since Moses was absent, and said that when he took their earrings and threw them into the fire, the golden calf just “came out” of the fire. He took no responsibility for his actions – he first blamed the people then attributed the calf to a miracle. 

	4. In Ex 32:25-35 describe the actions of the people and why this was bad (v25). How did Moses handle it (v27-28, 29, 30, 31-32)? What was the Lord’s response (v33, 34, 35)? 
	The people were “out of control” (literally “let hang loose”). They were “letting it all hang out” as the old saying goes. They had no restraint and this was a source of derision among their enemies. This could be a proverbial statement since this story probably couldn’t have spread already. The point is that when God’s people act like the world it brings disgrace on both us and God. Moses dealt with this by standing in the gate of the camp and calling for whoever was for the Lord to come to him. All of the sons of Levi came and he told them to put their swords on and go through the camp, killing everyone for their sin. The killed three thousand and then Moses told them to all dedicate themselves to the Lord so He could bestow a blessing on them. The next day he told them they had committed a great sin and that he was going to the Lord to make atonement for them. When he returned to the Lord he confessed their sin and asked Him to forgive their sin; if not he asked that the Lord blot his name out of His book. The Lord told Moses that he would blot whoever had sinned out of his book (of life?), but that His angel would still go before Israel. He then punished them for their sin, striking many of them for their idolatry and immorality. We can’t pay for another person’s sins because we are sinful, too; each man will stand accountable before God. On the other hand Jesus, who was sinless, has paid for the sins of those who believe in Him. 

	II. Departing from the People (33:1-11)
	Key Idea: Our sin will cause a break in the fellowship God desires to have with us; humility and repentance will restore it.  

	5. According to 33:1-6 what did God tell Moses to do (v1, 3) and what did He reveal about His plans (v2, 3, 5)? How did the people react (v4, 6)? What does this teach us? 
	God told Moses and the people to leave Mt Horeb and go to the land He had promised them. However, He told them that He would not go with them because they were obstinate and He would destroy them if He went. He did promise to send an angel before them to drive out the inhabitants in this land “flowing with milk and honey”. He did indicate that He would make a final decision after they put off all the rest of their ornaments. This was an act of humility that would show if they really serious about getting back into favor with God and obeying Him. The people reacted by going into mourning and stripping themselves of their ornaments (until the actually entered the land almost forty years later). This teaches us that God does become angry over our sin, but because of His faithfulness and compassion will sometimes not execute His anger. Regardless, we must humble ourselves before Him if we are to expect Him to restore us to fellowship. 

	6. Looking at 33:7-11 how did Moses provide for fellowship with God (v7)? What happened when he went into the tent (v8, 9, 10)? Describe Moses’ and God’s relationship (v11). 
	Moses understood the importance of fellowship with God in behalf of his people so he pitched a “tent of meeting” outside the camp so that everyone who sought the Lord could go out to it. When Moses went into the tent everyone would arise and stand at the entrance of their tents and watch until Moses entered. When Moses went in the pillar of cloud descended to the entrance of the tent of meeting and the Lord spoke with Moses. Then, all of the people would worship at their tents. Although Moses came and went as the Lord spoke to him as a friend – letting Him know His plans (see John 15:15), Joshua never left the tent when Moses had pitched it. 

	III. Deciding to Remain                (33:12-34:35)
	Key Idea: Because of God’s faithfulness He will forgive and restore His fellowship with us. 

	7. Using 33:12-23 what did Moses request from God (v12, 13, 15, 18) and why (v16)? How did God answer (v14, 17, 19, 20-23)? How would you explain what happened? 
	Moses requested that the Lord reveal who would go with them to Canaan. He also asked that if he had found favor in God’s sight that He would reveal His ways to Moses. He also reminded God that his people were God’s people. Moses also asked that God show him His glory. The reason for these requests was so that His people would be distinguished from the other people on the earth – they would be set apart by the presence of God. God answered by saying first that His presence would go with them and that He would give them rest. He also told him that He would do this because Moses had found favor in God’s sight and He did know him by name. He also said that He would cause all of His goodness to pass before Moses and proclaim His name. This was a result of His sovereign will because He would be gracious and compassionate to those who He chose to do so. However, God told Moses that he could not see His face because no man could see that and live. So, he told Moses that He would put him in the cleft of the rock and cover him with His hand until He passed by. Then, He would take His hand away and Moses would be able to see His back. Moses would be allowed to get a glimpse of God’s glory, but would not be able to see it in its fullness because it was simply too overwhelming for man to see. 

	8. From 34:1-9 what did the Lord instruct (v1-2, 3) and what did Moses do (v4)? Why did God come down (v5) and what did He reveal (v6-7)? What was Moses’ response (v8, 9)?
	The Lord instructed Moses to cut out two more tablets to replace the ones he shattered. God told him to come up alone the next morning to present himself on Mt Sinai. Moses did as God told him and God descended, passing by in front of him and proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will not leave the guilty unpunished, visiting their iniquity on their families to the third and fourth generations. This shows that God is a forgiving God, but also a just and truth-based God. When Moses heard this he bowed low and worshiped, then asked if he had found favor with God that the LORD go along in their midst, pardoning their iniquity and sin – even though they were an obstinate people – and take them as His own possession. 

	9. Based on 34:10-26 what did God promise (v10, 11, 24) and what was Israel’s part (v12-13, 14-16, 17)? What else were they to do (v18, 19-20, 21, 22, 23, 25-26)? 
	God promised to make a covenant with the people and perform miracles that had never been seen. These would be awesome as He used them to drive out the Canaanites before them and enlarge their borders. Israel was to not make a covenant with the Canaanites, but rather was to tear down their altars, sacred pillars, and idols and not worship any of their gods. This would lead to intermarriage and even more idolatry so it was prohibited. They were also to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread and offer the firstborn to God. Their sons were to be redeemed with a lamb or the firstborn of a donkey and none of them were to appear before God without a redemptive sacrifice. They were to also observe the Sabbath each week, the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost, or first fruits), and the Feast of Ingathering (Booths, Tabernacles). God promised that no one would covet their land when they left it these three weeks every year, so these worship celebrations would be acts of faith. Finally, they were to offer the sacrifices without leavened bread and they were not to leave the Passover sacrifice until morning. They were to bring the firstfruits into the house of the Lord and were not to engage in the pagan ritual of boiling a kid in its mother’s milk. These were repeated commands because the tablets were re-written. 

	10. In 34:27-35 what did God command Moses (v27), over what period (v28), and with what result (v29-30)? What did Moses then do (v31-32) and how were the people affected (v29)? How did Moses deal with this (v33-35)?
	God commanded Moses to write down all His words over a forty day period, during which Moses fasted from bread and water. When he came down the mountain at the end his skin shone with God’s glory, causing fear among the people. So, he put a veil over his face when he descended, but when he went into the presence of God he would remove it. This shows that when we spend time in God’s presence we are changed by His glory (2 Cor 3:18). 

	11. Review the sin of the people, Moses’ response, God’s response, and the process of restoration (focus on Moses’ part especially). Write down some of the truths from this passage that you can apply. 
	The people indulged the flesh and became idolaters, which led to God’s willingness to destroy them, not go with them, and to start over with Moses as the founder of His nation. Moses confronted their sin by making them drink the water filled with the powder of the calf and by calling on someone to kill their brothers for their sins – which the tribe of Levi did. However, Moses also interceded with God for the people so that He would keep them as His people and go with them. God agreed to do this, renewed the covenant, showed Moses His glory, and continued on with the people. This passage shows us that sin has consequences, primarily that of breaking our fellowship with God. It also teaches the necessity sometimes of standing up against our brothers for the sake of the Lord. Another lesson is that we must intercede for our brothers even when they sin; although there are consequences restoration is not only possible but even desirable. Amazingly, God does forgive and does continue to show us His glory as He fulfills His promises. 


