Daily Study Questions for 1 Peter 4-5

The Big Idea: Suffering has a positive benefit in our lives both now and later if we suffer righteously for the cause of Christ. 
	I. Examination Is Coming (4:1-11)
	Key Idea: It is important to be obedient to Christ in the midst of suffering because He will righteously judge all of us. 

	1. Read 1 Peter 4:1-2. What should we expect in our Christian life (v1)? What purpose should we have that will enable us to endure this (v2)? 
	We should expect suffering in the Christian life because Christ Himself has suffered in the flesh – the servant is not above his Master. Just as He suffered for the purpose of reconciling mankind to God, we must arm (get our weapons ready) ourselves with the same purpose. Our purpose should only be to live for the will of God, and not to fulfill the desires of the flesh. This makes sense because when we suffer we no longer battle against sin, but against those who put us to suffering. So, suffering generally leads us away from sin and into the center of God’s will if we allow it to have a positive effect in our lives. 

	2. In 4:3-6 how do those who don’t know Christ act (v3-4), and why should Christians not act like that (v3, 5)? Why was the gospel preached to those dead in sins (v6)? 
	The “Gentiles” (technically, a non-Jew, but used here as a general term for those outside the family of God) pursue a course of sensuality (“if it feels good do it” mentality), lusts (fleshly desires), drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries (in that day they did worship idols and false gods, and did many gross things associated with that pagan worship). This is all called “excess of dissipation” which means basically to completely waste one’s life in the pursuit of pleasure. Christians shouldn’t act like this, although unbelievers don’t understand that since that is the only way they know to get through life. Christians already had their time in the “BC” life to do these meaningless things, and they, like everyone else will stand in judgment for everything they have done in this life. The gospel has been preached even to those who are “dead” – this does not mean that anyone ever preached to dead bodies, but they are dead in their flesh as men or fleshly natures. Those who live as spiritually dead people may seem to be unworthy of having the gospel preached to them; but through belief in the gospel message they can come to life in the Spirit and escape the ultimate judgment of eternal separation from God. The point is that we should preach the gospel to whomever God places in our path, and not prejudge their worthiness or receptivity to the gospel. (Another possible interpretation of verse 6 is that Peter was referring to 1 Pet 3:19 where it says that Jesus made proclamation to those in prison who were disobedient in the days of Noah. But that was long past, and 4:6 says the gospel was preached to those who are dead, not were dead, so that they might live in the Spirit. Also, if it were referring to 3:19 then those who refused to get on the ark with Noah would be getting a second chance after death to live in the Spirit, but Heb 9:27 says that “it is appointed to man once to die, and after this the [final] judgment”.)

	3. From 4:7-9 what positive instructions are given since “the end of all things is at hand” (v7, 8, 9)? Why are these important? 
	Positively we are to be of sound judgment (think wisely) and sober (alert) so we can pray effectively. Our highest priority is to be fervent (boiling) in our love for one another because that covers a multitude of sins, and hospitable without complaint. These are all to be done in light of the fact that the “end is near”. Prayer is obviously of highest priority when things are difficult, love is important for the support it generates and the witness it gives, and hospitality is vital when people are being put out of their homes and on the run because of persecution. 

	4. From 4:10-11 what does every Christian have (v10)? In what 2 areas are these to be used (v11), and by what ability (v11)? 
	Every Christian has a gift that is to be used wisely in the service of one another. These gifts are generally in the area of speaking (up front and leading) or in serving (behind the scenes and supporting). Those who speak are to do so by allowing God’s “utterances” to flow through their mouths, and those who serve are doing so by the strength which He supplies. The word, “supplies” is chorageo, and referred to the one in a chorus (stage production) who would insure that everything was present that would be needed to put on the show, or chorus. So, God promises to give us everything we need to carry out our service to Him and others if that is our gifting. 

	II. Exultation Is Coming (4:12-19)
	Key Idea: Suffering for doing right will lead us to exult with joy because of our fellowship with Christ now and our glory later when He returns. 

	5. Based on 4:12-16 what can we expect later if we suffer now (v13)? How should that make us react (v12, 13, 16), and why (v14)? What caution is given (v15)? 
	When we suffer right now it is not a strange thing – if Christ suffered then we can expect to suffer, too. In fact our suffering is a way to have fellowship with Christ (share is “koinonia”, fellowship) through His sufferings. It is like people who are in combat together – they always have a special bond because of their war stories. Our reaction, then, should not be one of shock or surprise because we have to go through this, but of joyful expectation. We should be unashamed and glad to suffer for Christ, knowing that when He appears again we will honored because the Spirit of His glory rests on us. When the presence of Jesus is obvious in us, we will suffer persecution at the hands of evil men. This should make us exult (gush exceedingly, like a spring gushing out of the ground) because it is an honor to be identified with Christ in this life and to be honored when He returns. We must be careful, however, that we are not suffering because of our own sinful ways – this carries no commendation with it. 

	6. Looking at 4:17-19 how should Christians respond to God’s instructions (v17, 19)? What outcome does this imply for non-believers (v18)? 
	We must be sure that we are suffering for the right reasons because God will examine everything that we do; if we are suffering for our own evil actions we will experience the consequences without any reward. Instead, we must suffer because we are doing the right thing and trust that God will bring about justice in due time. God is a God of justice, and if He is willing to examine us, who are His children, then non-believers will have no chance at vindication since they are not covered by the blood of Christ. 

	III. Exaltation Is Coming (5:1-14)
	Key Idea: If we will endure suffering with humility and surrender God will lift us up when the time is right. 

	7. Using 5:1-5 how are church leaders supposed to lead (v1-2, 3), and how are the followers to react (v5)? What can we expect (v4, 5)? 
	Church leaders (elders) are supposed to lead as shepherds who care about their sheep. They are to do this voluntarily and eagerly as a service to God, and not for what they can get out of it (sordid gain is not limited to monetary benefit – it can apply to any gain we receive from it). Furthermore, leaders are to not to do this in a heavy-handed manner, but by setting the example of what they are encouraging the flock to do. They are also to take their responsibility of oversight seriously – these folks have been “allotted to their charge” (providentially chosen by lot to be on their team), and they must not give up on them just because they fall or lose interest. With these attitudes it is much easier for those who follow to do so in the right manner, with humility, as they voluntarily submit to the leadership. Humility is literally, “level-mindedness”, neither exalting nor debasing oneself. We are to follow God’s appointed leadership because it is really God whom we are serving. When we act this way we can expect Jesus, who is our Chief Shepherd, to give us the unfading crown of glory when He appears. We can also expect God to give us grace for our everyday lives as we walk in humility. 

	8. In 5:6-7 what attitudes will enable us to endure suffering (v6, 7)? How will God respond to these attitudes (v6, 7)? 
	Humility and surrender are the two necessary attitudes to be able to endure suffering. Humility demands nothing from God, and surrender puts the matter squarely in God’s hands. Often we surrender to God, but still carry our expectations of how God should act. When we cast (a sudden movement of transferring something) our cares (those things that trouble us or divide our minds) upon God we essentially trust Him with all the outcomes as we work through them on a daily basis. Since He cares for us, He will exalt us – lift us up out of our depths - at just the right time. This word for “time” is “chairos”, which refers to a “season” of time, rather than “chronos” which is like “keeping time”. There is a season for everything that we go through, and when we humble ourselves before God He will lift us up at the time that is best for His glory and our blessing. 

	9. According to 5:8-11 who is after us (v8), what is he like (v8), and how should we react (v8-9)? What will God do for us (v10-11)? 
	Our adversary (the word means our “opponent at law” – the one who is trying to accuse us), the devil (the one who throws slander at us), is prowling like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. Animals growl or roar to demoralize their prey, and this is one of the devil’s primary tactics. If we are sober (calm, in control of our senses) and alert (ready for any sudden attack) then we will not be intimidated by the roar of Satan, but we will be able to resist him with firm faith. We don’t have to “fight” Satan, only resist (this is the word we get “antihistamine” from – these resist allergic reactions within us) him in with firm (solid – the word we get “steroids” from) faith. When we do we can expect him to flee from us and for God to perfect (fill in the gaps) us, confirm (make solid), strengthen (make firm) and establish (like a solid foundation) us. All four of these terms refer to our stability and maturity – we will become faithful, dependable followers of Christ as we continue to resist the devil. This will come about because God will exercise His grace towards us as He brings in His everlasting dominion through us. 

	10. From 5:12-14 how are these instructions characterized (v12)? What are we to do with them (v12), and how does 5:13-14 relate to this?
	All of Peter’s instructions about suffering in a way that will glorify God are characterized as “the true grace of God”. In other words suffering is a gift from God because it allows us the opportunity to demonstrate the sincerity of our faith in Christ, purifies us, allows us to fellowship with Christ on a deeper level, and brings glory to Him before a watching world. While no one looks for suffering, it will come our way if we desire to live godly in Christ; we must therefore deal with it the way God wants us to, which is to “stand firm in it”. We must not allow suffering to deter us from serving Christ, but allow it as an instrument through which God can work His grace throughout our lives. As the last two verses show, God uses our relationships in the body of Christ as we suffer to minister His grace as we go through it. We need the connection and affection of one another to enjoy the peace that God gives to us no matter what. 

	11. Looking back at 1 Pet 4-5 write down some attitudes that we must have to successfully endure suffering. What are some things we can expect from God? 
	To endure suffering we must first of all “arm” ourselves with the same purpose He had, which means to refuse sin in all its aspects. We must not consider suffering as a result of sin in our lives as the kind of suffering we are to endure. But, if we suffer for doing what is right then we should enthusiastically embrace it as a badge of honor and as a means of sharing a deeper fellowship with Christ. It must be viewed as an opportunity to point people to Christ, and as a means of purifying and strengthening our faith as we learn to depend on God more directly. It also strengthens the bond of our fellowship with one another as we go through the common experience of suffering. So, our attitude must be positive as we go through this, be characterized by humility and surrender, and it must carry with it the mindset of endurance. When we do this we can expect God to give us His grace to endure and be strong, and grow closer to Him and one another. In the end it will bring glory to Him, and glory to us (for glorifying Him) when He returns. 


