Revelation 10-11 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: God will bring His plan of redemption to a conclusion one day soon, so we can faithfully and hopefully wait on Him. 
	I. Pronouncement of End (10:1-11)
	Key Idea: Because God’s process of redemption will be finished one day we can wait on Him with hope. 

	1. Read Rev 10:1-4. Describe this angel (v1) and what he did (v2-3). What do you think these things mean? What happened next (v3) and what was John told to do regarding this (v4)?  
	This “strong angel” (another, meaning “of the same kind as the other” – so this was also an angel and not Jesus as some think) was clothed with a cloud, the rainbow was on his head, his face was a bright as the sun and his feet were like pillars of fire. This was an awesome, celestial being who had a little book in his hand that was open. As he got to the earth he placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land, indicating dominion over the earth, then cried out in a loud voice that sounded like a roaring lion. As he did this the seven peals of thunder uttered their voice; John was about to write what they said, but a voice from heaven said to seal up their revelation at that point. The focus was not on their message but on the message that was about to be given.  

	2. Looking at 10:5-7 what did the angel swear (v5-6) and why (v7)? What do you think this means?  
	The angel swore by Him who lives forever and who created everything (God) that there should be no more delay, because in the days of the seventh angel’s voice the “mystery” of God is finished, the mystery God preached to His servants the prophets. This mystery could be that the Gentiles would be grafted into the vine of Israel through Jesus, or it could be “Christ in you the hope of glory”. Both are called mysteries that are revealed with the coming of Christ; with the first the prophets would be Old Testament prophets who predicted that all nations would be in God’s kingdom through Christ. The second interpretation of the mystery would see New Testament prophets to whom Jesus had preached about His coming back in His Spirit to live inside of us. Either way the whole mystery of redemption is in view because it is Christ, by His Spirit, who brings all people into His kingdom rather than just Jews. This would mean, then, that in the days that the seventh trumpet sounds that redemption is complete and all that remains is the judgment of God on unbelieving mankind. Thus, Jesus’ words in Matt 24:14 that the “gospel will be preached as a witness to all the nations and then the end shall come” and Paul’s words in Romans 11:26, “and thus all Israel will be saved” would seem to be fulfilled at this point. 

	3. From 10:8-11 what was John told to do (v8, 9) and what resulted when he did (v9, 10)? Why? What else was he told to do (v11)? 
	John was told to take this open book in the hands of the angel and to eat it. It was promised to be sweet to the taste but bitter to the stomach and this is exactly was happened when John ate it. It was sweet because it was finally the end that God’s people have been waiting for; it was bitter, though, because it contained the final judgments of God which would be very difficult to swallow. John was then told that he was not finished – he still had to prophesy concerning peoples, nations, tongues and kings – in other words he would speak words of judgment to those who still opposed God. 

	II. Preparation for End (11:1-14)
	Key Idea: Even when God’s people get badly mistreated He has a plan to restore them and bring their persecutors to justice. 

	4. In Rev 11:1-2 what was John’s next task (v1) and what was he to leave out (v2)? Why (v2)?  
	John was given a measuring rod and told to measure God’s temple and the altar, along with those who worship in it. The measuring process usually indicated authority or ownership, meaning that the inner temple, altar and God’s worshipers belonged to Him. However, the outer court of the Gentiles was not to be measured because it had been given to the nations. They would also trample the city of Jerusalem (the holy city) for 42 months. 

	5. Using 11:3-6 what was God going to do next and for how long (v3– compare v2)? Describe these witnesses (v4) and what would they do (v3, 5-6)? Who do you think they are?
	After the measurements of the temple were taken John was told that God would give His two witnesses authority to prophesy for twelve hundred sixty days clothed in sackcloth. Paralleling the two spokesmen in Zechariah’s day, Zerubbabel and Joshua the priest (Zech 3-4), these two witnesses will prophesy during the second half of the Tribulation in the power of the Spirit (He is represented by oil in the Bible). These “lamp stands” would give God’s light to the world, empowered by an unending flow of the Holy Spirit, which was symbolized by the two olive trees that fed the lamp stands. They minister on earth, before the Lord, and devour their enemies with fire that proceeds from their mouths if they try to harm them. They have the ability to prevent rain for three and a half years (like Elijah), to turn water into blood during this period, and to bring plagues on the earth (like Moses). Since Elijah never died and Moses’ death is never recorded it is very possible that these two witnesses are Moses and Elijah who do meet their death during these three and a half years. These are the two who met with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration speaking of His coming departure so they are very involved with the Lord and His return. Unfortunately, just like Moses and Elijah, the ones to whom they prophesy will not repent and God’s judgment will fall. 

	6. Looking at 11:7-10 what would happen to these 2 witnesses (v7, 8) and who would do it (v7)? How would this affect everyone (v9-10)? Apply. 
	When their testimony was finished the beast from the abyss would make war with them and overcome them. Then, their dead bodies would not be buried but would lie in the streets of Jerusalem for everyone against whom they had preached to see. Jerusalem at that time was still more akin to Sodom and Egypt than it was to the holy city it was meant to be, so it was filled with pagans who “partied hearty” when they saw these two gadflies lying dead in the street. They even sent gifts to each other in celebration of their tormenters’ deaths. This reveals why people detest God’s people so much – they make them aware of their evil and shame, which is nothing less than torment. We will always be avoided by godless people if we take a stand for the truth; it not only makes them feel badly about themselves, but also makes them consider the possibility of their impending judgment. 

	7. According to 11:11-14 after three and a half days what happened to the two prophets (v11, 12)? Then what happened (v13) and what did this signal (v14)? 
	After three and a half days these two dead witnesses God breathed life back into them and they stood on their feet. This caused great fear to come upon all who were watching; they also heard a loud voice telling them to “come up here”. As their enemies watched they went up to heaven in the cloud and in that very hour there was a great earthquake, causing a tenth of the city to fall, and killing seven thousand people. The rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. Some think this means that they were saved, although it could just mean that they had to acknowledge that God was more powerful than they. These events signaled that the second woe and sixth trumpet was now past, but the last woe/seventh trumpet was coming quickly. 

	III. Praise for End (11:15-19)
	Key Idea: God’s restoration of this world’s kingdom to Himself will be a cause of great praise for His grace and justice.

	8. From 11:15-16 what did the last trumpet blast cause loud voices in heaven to declare (v15)? What did this lead the twenty-four elders to do (v16)? 
	The last trumpet caused loud voices in heaven to declare, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of the Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign eternally.” This pronouncement, in turn, led the twenty-four elders to fall on their faces and worship God. This is indeed great news because it means that all of the problems caused by sin and evil will one day be over. 

	9. In 11:17-18 what were two areas of praise for God (v17, 18) by the elders? How is God described (v17) and what will He do (v17, 18)? 
	God is praised first for who He is – the Almighty, the One is and who was (not “who is to come” as before because that time has now arrived), who has now taken His great power and begun to reign. He is then praised because He has finally brought judgment on the nations. As they were enraged at God He revealed His wrath and the time was right His judgment. This included judging the evil dead with condemnation, awarding the righteous dead their rewards, and the destroying those who destroy the earth. 

	10. Looking at 11:19 what happened and what does this signify? 
	Finally, the temple of God was opened and the ark of His covenant appeared. This means it is finally time for God to act, to bring all evil to a conclusion and establish His righteousness (the ark of the covenant) forever. As this occurs there will be flashes of lightning, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm. This will signal everyone that God has waited long enough and that He will now assume His proper position. 

	11. Using 10:10 as a basis what is “sweet” in these chapters and what is “bitter”? 
	There are several “sweet” things in these chapters. One is the announcement that the mystery of God is now finished. Another is the vindication of His two witnesses as He raises them back to life. Also, the announcement that the kingdom has been restored to its rightful Owner, as well as the fact that God’s judgment of rewards has been enacted. The opening of the temple in heaven and the entrance to the ark of the covenant is sweet as well. On the other hand the judgment against the nations will be bitter (to them), as will the treatment of God’s two witnesses. His destruction of a seven thousand in Jerusalem will be bitter and His judgment of all of the unbelievers will be bitter, too. This will be a bittersweet experience. 


