Leviticus 8-10 Daily Study Questions – Just Do What I Say
The Big Idea: If our approach to God is to be pleasing to Him, it must be according to His plan and our sin must be covered by the blood of Christ.  
	I. Ordaining the Priests (8)
	Key Idea: Those who serve the Lord must be set apart for this purpose. 

	1. Read Leviticus 8:1-13. Who ordained Aaron and his sons (v1-2) and where (v3-4)? What steps did they go through (v6, 7-9, 10-11, 12, 13)?  
	Moses, God’s spokesman who had met personally with Him, ordained Aaron and his sons for the priesthood at the doorway of the tent of meeting. This was to be a public spectacle so that all Israel would respect them as God’s special representatives. The ordination process first involved washing them with water, putting the tunic and sash on Aaron, placing the robe over this, and then the ephod. The breastpiece was put on him next and the Urim and Thummim were inserted. The turban was then placed on his head and the golden plate inscribed with “Holy to the Lord” was tied to the front of the turban (the crown of the high priest). Moses then set apart the place of worship/service by anointing the tabernacle and its furnishings with the holy oil, paying special attention to the altar by sprinkling it seven times. He then poured the oil on Aaron’s head. After this he clothed Aaron’s sons with tunics and sashes and bound caps on them. 

	2. Look at 8:14-29. What three sacrifices were brought (v14, 18, 22)? What was done the same with each one (v14-15, 18-19, 22-23), and what was done different (v15-17, 20-21, 24-29)? Why? 
	The sacrifices necessary to ordain the priests were first the bull of the sin offering, then the ram of the burnt offering, and the ram of the ordination. Aaron and his sons laid hands on the head of each one, Moses slaughtered the animal, and the blood was put on or around the altar to purify it. On the ram of ordination the blood was also placed on the right ear lobe, the right thumb and the right big toe of the priests. This shows that the priests needed to have their sin atoned for just as the people did. They were also to be fully consecrated through the burnt offering. The ordination ram was special to them, however; it symbolized that they were set apart to hear the Word of the Lord, to do the Word of the Lord, and to walk in the path of the Lord since they represented the people before God. The fat of the sin offering was to be offered up in smoke on the altar and the bull with its hide, flesh, and refuse were to be burned outside the camp. The ram of the burnt offering was to be cut up into pieces with the head, pieces and suet completely burned up. The entrails and the legs were to be washed with water and offered up in smoke, too. This would all be a soothing aroma to the Lord, placating His anger against sin. Finally, the ram of ordination would have its fat, the lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys, and the right thigh offered up as a wave offering. An additional wave offering of a basket of unleavened bread – an unleavened cake, a cake mixed with oil, and one wafer – were also presented. Then, Moses took this from their hands and offered them on the fire before the Lord as a soothing aroma. Moses also took the breast and presented it as his wave offering before the Lord. The difference in these three was likely 1) atonement for sin (sin offering) 2) complete consecration to the Lord (burnt offering) and 3) set apart service to the Lord (ram of ordination). 

	3. Using 8:30-36 what was the final step (v30)? What were the priests to then do (v31, 32) and for how long (v33, 35)? Why did God command all this (v34) and how did they respond (v36)? 
	Finally, Moses took some of the anointing oil and the blood of the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron, his sons, and their garments. Then, they boiled the flesh at the doorway of the tent from the ram of ordination and took this, along with the bread in the basket, and ate it together before the Lord. They took the remainder and burned it with fire. To complete their ordination they were to stay in the tent for seven days and keep the charge of the Lord. The purpose of this entire process was to secure atonement for all of them. Aaron and his sons did just as the Lord had said, so they were set apart for the service of the Lord. 

	II. Offering the Sacrifices (9)
	Key Idea: Because of our sin blood sacrifices must be offered to God for our worship of Him to be acceptable. 

	4. In Lev 9:1-7 what did Moses tell Aaron and the leaders to do (v1-2, 3-4) and why (v4, 6)? How did they respond (v5)? For whom was Aaron to sacrifice (v7)? Apply. 
	Moses called for Aaron, his sons, and the elders of Israel to take a calf (bull) for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, both without defect, to offer before the Lord. He then told the sons of Israel to take a male goat for a sin offering, a calf and a lamb a year old without defect for a burnt offering, an ox and ram for a peace offering to sacrifice before the Lord, and a grain offering mixed with oil. The reason for the sacrifices was because the Lord would appear before them that day and they were not to come to Him empty-handed. They all did just as Moses commanded and brought their sacrifices to the front of the tent of meeting. Then, Aaron offered his sin offering and burnt offering to make atonement first for him and then for the people. This shows that human priests must atone for their sins before they can offer up atonement for the people because they, too, are sinful. Only the Lord was a sinless high priest, and yet, He, too, offered up a sacrifice – but for His people, not for Himself. 

	5. From 9:8-14 describe the sacrifices for Aaron and his sons (v8-11, 12-14)? Why were they required to sacrifice for themselves, and not just for the people?  
	Aaron slaughtered the calf of the sin offering for him and his sons and they presented the blood to him. He dipped his finger in it and put some on the horns of the altar and poured out the rest of it at the base of the altar. He then took the fat, kidneys, and lobe of the liver and offered them up in smoke on the altar, and then took the hide and refuse outside the camp and burned them up. Next the burnt offering was slaughtered and the blood was sprinkled around the altar. His sons handed him the pieces which were offered up in smoke along with the entrails and legs which had been washed. This phase of the sacrifices showed that they, too, must have their sin atoned for because they were imperfect priests. We must always remember that human leaders are sinful just like those they lead; they must have their sins atoned for by Jesus, too. 

	6. Using 9:15-21 what was offered for the people (v15, 16, 17, 18, 19-20, 21)? As they watched all of this how do you think they were affected? What about God? 
	The goat for the people was then slaughtered and offered for sin, and then the burnt offering was offered according to the ordinance. Next the grain offering was offered in Aaron’s hand by pouring it on the fire so that the smoke of it rose up along with the smoke of the burnt offering. Then, the ox and ram of the peace offerings were slaughtered and their blood was sprinkled around the altar. Portions from the fat of the ox and ram, along with the lobe of the liver and kidneys were offered up in smoke. These fat portions were placed on the breasts and all were offered up in smoke. Then the breast and right thigh were presented as wave offerings and kept for Aaron and his sons. As the people watched all of this they had to be impressed with their need for atonement and the great impact that their sin must have had on God. This would show that it was impossible to approach God without atonement for sin. As this entire process was carried out God would have been pleased as well because it would show that the people realized the importance of detailed obedience to Him and atonement because of their sin.

	7. Read 9:22-24. What did Aaron (v22, 23) and Moses (v23) do after the sacrifices were made? After their blessings what 2 things happened (v23, 24), and what was the effect (v24)?
	These verses show how God was affected by the obedience of Aaron and the priests. After Aaron lifted up his hands towards the people and blessed them, he stepped down after offering the sacrifices. Then, Aaron and Moses together went into the tent of meeting and when they came out they blessed the people together. The glory of the Lord then appeared to all the people and fire came out from His glory to consume the burnt offering and fat portions on the altar. When the people saw this they were in awe and fell on their faces before Him, shouting as they did. It was an incredible affirmation from God of His acceptance of their worship of Him. 

	III. Objectionable Priestly Activities (10)
	Key Idea: Since we represent God we should simply follow what He tells us and avoid His discipline. 

	8. According to 10:1-11 what evil thing occurred (v1) and what resulted (v2). What did Moses tell Aaron and his nephews (v3, 4, 6-7, 8-11) and why? What did they do (v3, 5)? 
	Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, took their firepans and placed incense on them to offer to the Lord. The Lord had not commanded this – either the coals came from an unholy altar or the incense was not the formula prescribed by God. Either way they didn’t follow what God said and thus treated Him as unholy, dishonoring Him by their disobedience. The result of this was that fire came from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, just as it had the sacrifices offered at the end of Lev 9. Aaron kept silent about this punishment while Moses told his nephews to carry their cousins away from the tent to the outside of the camp, which they did. Moses also told Aaron and his two other sons to not uncover their heads or tear their clothes in mourning, or else they might die and God’s wrath would fall on the entire congregation. This shows that our priority to God is greater than even our family. However, their kinsmen and the whole house of Israel were to mourn over the burning that they Lord had caused. Aaron and his sons were to stay inside the tent since they had the anointing oil of the Lord on them and they were not to drink wine or intoxicating beverage whenever they came to minister in the tabernacle – and this was to be instituted for all succeeding generations of priests. This would enable them to keep the distinction between holy and profane, and clean and unclean, which in turn would allow them to teach the sons of Israel all the statutes of the Lord. This prohibition against intoxicating drink implies that the sin was due to this indulgence – they were drunk and this impaired their judgment. 

	9. In 10:12-15 what did Moses command next (v12, 14)? Where were the priests to eat each offering (v13, 14), and what was their portion (v12, 15)? What principle is taught here?  
	Moses then commanded Aaron and his sons to eat the left over unleavened grain beside the altar – in a holy place – because it was their due from the morning sacrifices. The breast and thigh of the wave offering could be eaten in just a clean place because it was simply their provision that came from the peace offerings. These would have been offered by waving them before the Lord, along with the fat that would have been burned on the altar. This shows that those who minister for the Lord are to be provided for by those in behalf of whom they minister (1 Cor 9:13-14). 

	10. Based on 8:16-20 what else did Aaron’s sons do wrong (v16-18) and what was Aaron’s justification (v19)? How did Moses respond (v20)? Do you agree with his response? 
	After the first incident Aaron and his sons also failed to eat the goat of the sin offering. Instead, it had been burned up. In light of what had happened earlier Moses assumed that the two sons had decided what they would do in spite of the Lord’s instructions (he apparently gave Aaron the benefit of the doubt). He became angry about this, surely fearing that God would bring about judgment on them for this, too. However, Aaron told Moses that it was his decision; it didn’t seem right to eat a meal on the day that his two sons and their brothers had been killed by the Lord. Moses allowed this because the motive was pure, and God supported him in this. Moses’ response was justifiable, as was Aaron’s; it is always better, though, to err on the side of obedience rather than to decide for the Lord, no matter how pure our motives may be. It is good remember, though, that God is not just about rules; He is more concerned with the heart motive. 

	11. Looking at Lev 8-10 what can we learn from the setting apart of the priests, the separate offering for the priests, and the extreme consequences of priestly sin? How does this apply to us since we are all priests to God? 
	We can’t flippantly come into the presence of God. It is a privilege that we must not take for granted, so we must do it as He has specified. As Christians we must not come into His presence with unrepentant sin or pride; rather we must reconcile relationships and confess any sin of which we are aware. This applies to prayer, Bible study, worship, or fellowship, because He is present in all of these situations. We must come before Him covered by the blood of Christ, which is a result of placing our faith in Him by accepting His forgiveness and leadership. Otherwise we cannot stand before Him. If we fail to do this God not only will not respond to us, He will bring discipline into our lives, because He loves us (Heb 12). This is a very serious matter since this is not just about our relationship with God; we are also interceding for others who don’t know Him, so our lives and fellowship with the Lord must be above reproach. 


