Study Questions for Luke 16; 17:20-37 – Turning the Tables

The Big Idea: In the next life those who suffer for Christ now will be blessed eternally while those who live for themselves now will experience eternal torment. 
	I. Evaluating Real Motives                     (16:1-18)
	Key Idea: When we use God’s resources for our own pleasures we will not be blessed by Him. 

	1. Retell the parable of Luke 16:1-9 in your own words. What wrong was done (v1), how did the steward respond (v2, 3-7), and why (v4)? What was the master’s reaction (v8) and Jesus’ point (v9)? 
	A steward was wasting the possessions of his master, probably using them for himself. This was reported to the master so he told him to give an accounting of his possessions because he would no longer be steward. Hearing this the steward went to all the master’s debtors and told them to reduce the amount they owed the master. This would ingratiate the steward to them so that when he lost his job with the master they would treat him well. When the master heard what the steward had done he praised him for this, since as a businessman he could appreciate a shrewd business move. Jesus’ point was that the people of this world know how to use money to their benefit, so we who are of the kingdom of heaven should know how to use money to our benefit. Money, of itself, is not “righteous”; it is only a tool to be used to build up eternal rewards. The way to do this is by investing it in areas that will produce eternal returns - things like the church, Christian ministries, and  those in need who can be blessed in the name of Christ, to name a few. 

	2. Using Luke 16:10-13 what principle does Jesus give (v10-11, 12) and how does this explain the parable further? What is the real issue (v13) and how are we to apply Jesus’ teachings here? 
	Jesus’ principle is that our faithfulness in a small thing shows that we can be trusted to handle big things for the Lord, while unfaithfulness in small things indicates the inability to be trusted with much. The little thing here is the money of this world and the big thing is handling eternal currency – investing spiritually in things like the Word and people what endure forever. We are only using “things” in this world as stewards, for the advancement of the kingdom; if we have used these things (mainly money) for ourselves instead then there is no reason that God will entrust us with more. The money and possessions of this world are to be used for eternal returns, not mere physical comfort and “security”. If we love money, we will not love God, and if we love God, we will not love money. We will serve either one or the other; because both are masters. Money is a key issue for the Christian because it represents the ability to “control” our lives without God if we use it only for ourselves. We must constantly ask ourselves as His stewards if money or God has our heart affection. The incredible power of money to lead us away from God is the reason that Jesus has more to say about money than He does prayer in the gospels. 

	3. From Luke 16:14-15 how did the Pharisees react to Jesus’ teaching and why (v14)? According to Jesus what was their real problem (v15)? 
	When the Pharisees heard this teaching they scoffed because they loved money. They were the very ones Jesus had in mind when He presented this truth. Their real problem was that they justified themselves in the sight of men, thinking that if others thought they were “right” with God, then they were. This is deceptive thinking, though; we are only right with God if we keep His Word perfectly. This, of course, is possible only through the righteousness of Christ. Many thought that the Pharisees were “right” with God because they had great wealth, as if their money indicated that God was pleased with them. This is much like the prosperity movement “gospel” today, but Jesus debunked this myth. The reality is that God gives us money with which to bless others and if we use it on ourselves we are untrustworthy stewards. Thus, a lot of money is really more of a test of our affection than an indication of God’s pleasure with us.   

	4. In Luke 16:16-18 how did the Jewish leaders’ approach the Law and the Gospel (v16-17) and how did they demonstrate this (v18)? What did Jesus declare and why (v17, 18)?
	The approach of the Jewish leaders was to force their way into God’s kingdom by making it fit their desires. They twisted it to fit what they wanted it to say so they could do what they wanted to do. They had done this with the prophets and they were now doing it with the teachings of Jesus (the gospel). However, not even one stroke (a vowel marking) of the Law or the prophets would fail to be completely fulfilled before they were no longer in effect. An example of this was the Old Testament teaching on divorce. The Jewish leaders viewed the protection afforded women by commanding that they be given a bill of divorcement by their husband as a license to get remarried. Jesus told them that this was merely adultery, just a legal way to cheat on the wife of one’s youth. This was not the spirit of the Mosaic law at all and they would be punished for abusing this law. Divorce cannot be used for the purpose of legalized adultery. This shows how the leaders, though, were “forcing” their way into kingdom by making God’s law fit their desires. 

	II. Exchanging Roles (16:19-31)
	Key Idea: Those who believe in Jesus will be rewarded in the next life, but those who reject Him will be punished. 

	5. Summarize the story in Luke 16:19-26. What happened to the rich man and Lazarus (v19-24)? What did Abraham say to the rich man (v25-26)? What was Jesus’ point and why?
	Jesus told the story about the rich man who lived in luxury here on this earth and Lazarus, a poor man with sores who was laid at his gate. He was so hungry that he longed to just eat the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table and was in such bad condition that the street dogs were licking his sores. When each died, though, they exchanged roles. The poor man was carried away by angels to the bosom of Abraham (heaven before Jesus ascended) while the rich man was buried and in Hades. From there the rich man saw Lazarus far away in Abraham’s bosom and he cried out, “Father Abraham have mercy on me and send Lazarus to just dip the tip of his finger in water to cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.” Abraham’s answer was that in his earthly life the rich man had received good things, but Lazarus bad things, but now he was being comforted while the rich man was in agony. In other words, each was receiving his just reward; not only that but there was a great chasm fixed so that none could cross over from Hades to Abraham’s bosom. The man had rejected God in his earthly life so now he would receive the penalty for that rejection, which was the place of fiery torment, whereas Lazarus had apparently believed and thus was ushered into the presence of God with Abraham. This story was for the rich Jews who were seeking to enjoy life on this earth with blatant disregard for those in God’s family who were in great need. Jesus wanted these people to not only seize their opportunity to repent now, but also to treat those in need with the compassion of God. 

	6. Read Luke 16:27-31. What else did the rich man ask (v27-28) and how did Abraham answer (v29)? What was the 2nd exchange (v30-31) and what does it reveal? 
	The rich man, realizing that he couldn’t change his condition, asked if Lazarus could be sent to the house of his father to warn his five brothers about the place of torment for which they were bound. In this story Abraham told him that they had Moses and the Prophets and that they should listen to them. The man replied that if they had someone who had risen from the dead to go to them that they would listen. Abraham, however, told him that he was wrong; even if someone rose from the dead they would not be persuaded to believe in God. Of course Jesus was referring to Himself and prophesying that they would still reject Him even after the resurrection. The Jews were “dishonest doubters”; they didn’t want to believe, regardless of how convincing the evidence was. Many are like this today; nothing will persuade them to believe in Jesus because they don’t want to repent and believe. 

	III. Envisioning Christ’s Return (17:20-37)
	Key Idea: When we believe that Christ will physically return for His people we will prepare ourselves by building His spiritual kingdom. 

	7. From Luke 17:20-21 what question did the Pharisees have (v20)? What was Jesus’ answer (20-21) and what did He mean? 
	The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God was coming and He told them that their perspective was wrong. They were looking for a physical kingdom in a particular geographical location that would be preceded by visible signs. This “earthly” kingdom was not what the kingdom of God was all about; it was a spiritual kingdom that was established in the hearts of all men who believed in Him without the outward trappings of power and glory for a particular nationality. Their question was probably designed to trap Jesus; if He really was the Messiah then they wanted to know where His kingdom was. His answer showed them that their understanding of the kingdom of God was very shallow and skewed. 

	8. In Luke 17:22-25 what did Jesus predict (v22, 24, 25) and what did He tell them to do (v23)? To whom was Jesus saying this (v22)? 
	Jesus prophesied that in days to come that the Jewish leaders would long to see the days of the Son of Man, but would not see them. This was a reference to Dan 7:13-14 in which the kingdom of the Messiah would be set up. The problem was that they weren’t going to be in the kingdom because they had rejected the Messiah. So, while they longed to see these days – which were available to them at that time since Jesus, the Messiah, was there – they would not. However, there would be a group of Jews, the remnant, who would turn back to Jesus during the Tribulation (Zech 12:10; Rev 7, 14) at the end of the age, and this is the group He is addressing in Luke 17:23. When that group of Jews would be told in the Tribulation that Jesus had already returned secretly they were not to believe it, because His return would be as visible as lightning that flashes and lights up the entire sky. Before Jesus’ return, though, He would suffer many things and be rejected by the current generation. This showed the twofold nature of the Messiah – a suffering servant at the present time and a triumphant king later. The Jews never could understand the first part. 

	9. Looking at Luke 17:26-30 what will the world be like when Jesus returns (v26-27) and to what does this compare (v26, 28)? What is the point (v27, 29, 30)? 
	The world would be “normal” at the return of Jesus – people eating, drinking, marrying, buying, selling, planting and building. As 2 Pet 3:4 mockers will be questioning the promise of His coming since everything was continuing as it always had since the beginning of creation. This was not true, though; they forgot that God had destroyed the world with a flood once, and had destroyed Sodom with fire and brimstone from heaven. Just as in the past things had seemed normal until God decreed that it was judgment day. When God rescued His people then – Noah and his family and Lot and his daughters – He brought immediate judgment on all mankind. It will be that way when the Son of Man appears (is revealed or uncovered, apokolupsis). He will come, according to Revelation 19, to execute judgment after seven years of preliminary judgments and presumed opportunities for mankind to repent. Unfortunately, based on an overview of Rev 4-19, mankind as a whole will only curse God for their misery. Jesus’ point is that when God deems it is time for judgment it will be too late to get ready; the time to get ready for His return and judgment is now. 

	10. Using Luke 17:31-37 how are we to respond when the return of the Lord begins to unfold (v31) and why (v32-36)? Where will this occur (v37) and what did Jesus mean? 
	When the Lord returns we are to forget about life on this earth; nothing here matters anymore. There will be a distinct judgment in that day – those who believe will be separated from those who remain. When Jesus returns “the dead in Christ will rise and those who are alive and remain will gather with them in the clouds with the Lord”, but those who are on the earth will suffer judgment. Jesus told His disciples that this would occur “where the body was”, because there the vultures would gather. This seems to refer to Israel because the “vultures” (the nations of the earth) would gather against Israel (the “body” of Christ, the Messiah). This lines up with the judgment that will occur at the battle of Armageddon, based on Rev 19. There, in the valley of Jezreel below the mountain (“Har”, Hebrew) of Megiddo, the Lord Himself will kill all those arrayed against Him by the Word (sword) of His mouth. 

	11. Look back over Luke 16 and 17:20-37. How will the judgment, the next life, and the return of the Lord each show us the importance of faithfulness in money, obedience, and preparation?  
	What we do in this life will prepare us for the next; if we use the money God has given us in this life for eternal investment in His kingdom then we will receive the reward of eternal blessing. Similarly, if we are obedient to Him in this life in all areas, and not just in those that require no sacrifice then we will have life in the next. Finally, if we look to build Jesus’ kingdom in this life by striving to lead others to Him and help them accomplish internal life change through Him, we will be prepared for His return. When that happens we will be caught up to Him to live with Him forever. 


