Lesson Notes for Isaiah 1-12
The Big Idea: Because we are His people God will confront our sinfulness, call us back to Himself through those who speak His truth, and ask us to choose His way of salvation.   
	I. A Condemnation of Sin (1-5)
	Key Idea: Because God has great plans for His people He is obligated to condemn their sinfulness. 

	1. Read Isaiah 1:1-6, 16-20. How had Judah acted towards God (v2, 3, 4), and what was their condition (v5-6)? What was God’s offer (v16-20)? 
	Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel, composed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, was all that was left of the entire nation. The northern kingdom of Israel was defeated by Assyria in 722BC, and had been expelled from the land. Although Judah saw God’s judgment they didn’t change their ways, as this passage shows. Judah, who had been raised like a child by God, had revolted against Him, basically through idolatry and social injustice. In their rebellion they were more stupid than a cow or donkey – they didn’t realize that they were God’s possession, and they owed Him their service and allegiance. They were weighed down with iniquity, full of evil actions, had acted corruptly, and had abandoned the Lord, despising the Holy One of Israel. Their condition was so bad that their heads were sick (insane), their hearts were weak (faint), there was nothing healthy in their entire body and all their ailments were not being treated. With this in mind God’s offer was for them to wash themselves by repenting of their evil and changing their ways. Even though their sins were as red as blood (scarlet) they could be as white as snow. The key was to repent – remove their evil, learn to do good, seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the orphan, and plead for the widow. As with all the prophets they were to show their loyalty to God by showing love to those in His family. He promised them prosperity if they would consent to this and obey; but if they refused they, like Israel in the north, would be devoured by the sword. 

	2. In 2:1-4 what will happen in the last days (v2) and how will people respond (v2-3, 4)? Why (v3-4)? How would this encourage the people of Judah? 
	In the last days – probably referring to the time when Jesus will return and set up His millennial kingdom after the 7 year tribulation period (see Rev 20) – the “mountain of the house of the Lord”, meaning Jerusalem, or Mt Zion, will be recognized by all nations as the place of authority for all the world. Everyone will want to go there so that God can teach them His ways, enabling them to walk in His paths. They will want to know His “law” and His Word, and will be excited about His judgment, or justice, which will lead to everlasting peace among the nations. As a result they can turn their instruments of war into more productive appliances. This future picture should have encouraged Judah because it meant that the nation would at some point be chief among the nations; but it should have also caused them to be obedient to God who would bring this about if they trusted Him. 

	3. From 2:12-3:26 what attitude will God judge (v12-17)? Specifically, who will be held accountable in Judah (v2-3, 11, 14-15, 16-26)? What will the results be (v2:19, 3:1, 4-12)? 
	God will judge the pride of all mankind, including that of His people. God hates those who exalt themselves and consider themselves self-sufficient and worthy of praise and honor because He is the only One who is legitimately able to claim that position. He alone should be exalted. Those in Judah who would be held accountable for such attitudes were the mighty man, the warrior, the judges, the prophets (false), the diviners (sorcerers) and the elders, the captains of fifty, the men of honor, the counselors, the expert artisans and the skillful enchanters (practicing religious ritual). All the wicked would be judged, the princes of His people, and even the women of the land would be judged for their proud evil. As a result of this pride God would arise as a terrifying judge, causing people to hide themselves in caves (see Rev 6:15-17). He would also remove the food supply, water supply, and the bread supply, and cause the nation to be led by children. They would oppress one another (even youth against the elders), women would rule over them, they would be misled by their leaders. In summary, they would eat the fruit of their evil actions. 

	4. From 4:2-6 describe the “branch of the Lord” (v2). What will His fruit do for Israel (v2), and what will He do for them (v3-6)? 
	The “branch of the Lord” will be beautiful and glorious, and His fruit will be the pride and adornment of the survivors (remnant) of Israel. At this point in history Israel didn’t know what the “branch” referred to, but in the last days when the Messiah (Jesus) rules over the earth, the fruit He bears will show the world that Israel is God’s chosen nation since the Messiah will come forth and rule from Israel. This is why in that day that everyone who remains in Jerusalem (the believing remnant who survives God’s discipline) will be called holy; they have been set apart for God because they have been recorded for life by Him. God will purge away their filth and bloodshed by His righteous judgments, referred to here as “the spirit of judgment” and “the spirit of burning”, allowing believing Israel to once again experience the presence of God in their midst. He will cover them with His canopy of clouds and smoke by day, and give them the brightness of a flaming fire by night. This is to cover all “the glory” (His glorious presence, the Shekinah), which will be present in Israel as the Messiah rules from Jerusalem. God will be present in glory to protect His people from the elements and from darkness. While this is all literally what will happen (He did this in their wilderness wanderings with the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night), it is also metaphorical, as with most prophetic writings. God will be the protection, provision and light for His people when He sets up His kingdom on this earth.  

	5. Based on 5:1-7, 8-23 what did God do for His vineyard, Judah (v1-2, 4), and what did they do wrong in general (v2-4) and specifically (v8-9, 11, 18, 20, 22-23)? What is God’s response (v13-17)? 
	God planted His vineyard (Israel/Judah) on a fertile hill, dug all around it, removing all the impediments to growth, planted it with the choicest vine, built a tower in the middle of it to watch for and fend off predators, and dug out a wine vat in expectation of a good harvest. In general God expected good grapes, but they produced worthless ones. Specifically, the reason they didn’t produce good grapes was because they killed and oppressed innocent people, took their rightful real estate, spent their days in pursuit of drunkenness and parties, engaged in deception so they could act out in their sins, reinvent their own moral code by calling good evil, and evil, good. Furthermore, they support injustice for the sake of bribes and power. God’s response to them will be to send them into exile, to humble them, and to allow strangers to come in and take over all they have. God’s people will not get away with acting contrary to God’s ways. 

	 II. A Call to Action (6)
	Key Idea: God always calls and prepares spokesmen to proclaim His truth to His people so they can return to Him. 

	6. Read 6:1-13. Describe Isaiah’s vision of God and himself (v1-5), and what God did for him (v6-7). What did this prepare him for (v8), and what should he expect (v9-13)? 
	Isaiah’s vision of God occurred in the year that King Uzziah died – after a 52 year reign. Surely Isaiah, as the rest of Israel, was in a state of uncertainty about the future, and as such was ripe for a word from the Lord. God brought him that word in the form of a vision of Himself. This vision was that of the Lord, sitting on a throne, lofty, exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. In other words there was room for no one in the temple besides Him, and He was totally sovereign, without panic, seated on His throne. All that could be said about Him was captured by the seraphim who called Him “holy, holy, holy”. This was the Hebrew superlative, their way of saying the holiest of the holy. The word, “holy”, means to be set apart, which in the case of God means that He is alone, in a class by Himself, that He is not merely the first of all gods, but the only true God. He is “wholly other”, as one has said. No one can be in His presence without covering themselves, and Isaiah could not be in God’s presence without realizing his sinfulness. Although he had been pure in many ways possibly, he knew that his lips were unclean, a special concern for God’s spokesman. He also identified with his people who had unclean lips, and knew that all of them were in line for God’s judgment, the One who was the Lord of Hosts (the armies of heaven). However, God in His grace sent one of the seraphim to purify Isaiah’s lips with a burning coal from the altar (of incense probably) to symbolize that God, in response to his confession, was forgiving Isaiah’s sin. This was preparation for Isaiah’s response to God’s call for someone to go and speak for Him to the sinful people of Judah. Only if Isaiah had purified lips could he speak the words of the Holy One. His message was one of anticipated rejection – Judah would listen but not perceive, look but not understand, hear and see with a certain dullness and dimness that rendered them incapable of responding in repentance. This rejection would continue until all of the cities of Judah were devastated, without inhabitants, and their houses and land were desolate. Yet, in the end there would be a tenth part, a remnant that would be saved. The holy seed would be the stump from which the entire nation would spring. As in most places in Isaiah, whenever God gave them the bad news of judgment, He followed it with a hopeful promise and vision of repentance and restoration. 

	III. A Crisis of Belief (7-12)
	Key Idea: We must choose to accept God’s way of salvation if we want to experience His miraculous deliverance. 

	7. Using 7:1-2, 10-16 what test did Ahaz have (v1-2), and what did God propose (v10-11)? What was God’s response (v12-16)? Apply. 
	King Ahaz of Judah was under attack from the allied armies of Israel (King Pekah) and Syria (King Remaliah). His heart, and the hearts of Judah, were shaking like trees when they heard the news that this happening. God told Isaiah to go to Ahaz to tell him that they had no chance of victory, and that within 65 years Israel would be shattered so that it was no longer a people. He then told Ahaz to ask God for a sign of the truthfulness of Isaiah’s promise. However, Ahaz was determined to turn to Assyria rather than trusting God, so God gave Ahaz a sign anyway. This is the famous prophetic sign that “a virgin will conceive and His name would be “Immanuel”, or “God with us”. While this was partially fulfilled when Isaiah’s son was born (Isaiah’s wife was virgin until she had relations with Isaiah) the next year, as the New Testament notes (Matt 1:23), this was only completely fulfilled in a true virgin (who had never had relations with a man before childbirth) bearing a child, Jesus, who was literally, “God with us”. God wants to affirm His promises to us, and will do so if we cooperate with Him. Even when we want to “do our own thing” He will show us that trusting Him is the only way that makes sense. When He does this it only demonstrates our self-will and rebellion, and His faithfulness. 

	8. In 8:9-18 what can God’s people expect (v9-10), and why (v10)? How should we act in light of this (v11, 12-13, 14, 17)? 
	Even though God’s people will be attacked by Assyria according to their evil plan, these evil powers will not prevail. Their plans will be thwarted and they will be shattered, saving God’s people. The reason is that God is with His people – He is Immanuel, and it is His people and His land that is under attack. However, the people of the land advocated a policy of dependence on the foreign powers, and considered Isaiah and his fellow prophets to be part of a conspiracy to subvert this policy. God told Isaiah not to fall victim to this “conspiracy theory” and to not fear or dread what they feared. Rather, they were to regard the Lord of hosts as holy (in a class by Himself) and view Him as the most powerful being in the universe. He was to be a sanctuary for those who trusted Him, but for both the houses of Israel (Judah and Israel) He would be a stone of stumbling for them. This anticipated their rejection of the Messiah. When they refused to trust Him they would be shattered on Him; but for those who waited on His deliverance they would eagerly look forward to His promises and be signs and wonders to those who rebelled against God. 

	9. According to 9:1-7 what will God’s ultimate answer to the problems of His people be (v2, 6-7)? Describe the child (v6-7) and why each characteristic is important for us. 
	God’s ultimate answer to the problems of His people would be the Messiah; He would be the light that would shine on them. God’s government would rest on His shoulders, and He would be “wonderful” (awesome), counselor (one called alongside another), mighty God, eternal Father (source of all things), and prince of peace. He would fulfill God’s promise to David to have a son of his sit on the throne of Israel perpetually. His throne would also be upheld by justice and righteousness, which was a continuing need of God’s people. We always need a God who works wonders, who is near to us as a counselor, who is mighty in power, who is eternally the source of our lives and who reigns with peace (and its results of wholeness and fullness) in our lives. His ability to bring about justice and righteousness means that He will make all things right in our lives. 

	10. From 11:1-12 further describe the “branch” (v1, 2, 3-4, 5). What will happen when He rules (v6-10)? 
	The “branch” of 4:2 is further described as one who springs from the family of Jesse, of the tribe of Judah, and as one who will bear fruit. The “Spirit of the Lord” will rest on this branch, who is the spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Jesus was the prime example of a man of the Spirit, and as such was a wise counselor, with strength, knowledge, and the fear of the Lord. When He rules He will not judge by man’s superficial judgment, but will see all the way to the heart – with righteousness He will judge the poor and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth. Furthermore, He will “slay the wicked” by the breath of His mouth (like a fire-breathing dragon). Because of His righteous judgment peace will rule to such an extent that animals of contrary natures will be able to live together in peace. All evil will be banished so that there will be no hurt of destruction in God’s entire holy mountain (throne or rule), and because all the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea beds. This is will all come about in that “day” (the millennial kingdom) when the nations “resort” (return to) the root of Jesse (the Messiah), who will stand as a signal for all the peoples of the earth. This will be a glorious time. 

	11. Based on 12:1-6 when God rules at the end of time over His people how will they/we respond (v1-2, 3, 4, 5-6)? How does that make you feel? 
	When God rules on earth as He does in heaven (the millennial kingdom) we will all give thanks to the Lord and call on His name. We will do this because He has been our strength and our song in difficult times, and in the end He will be our salvation. We will thus make His works known among the nations of the earth, and we will praise Him in song because He has done excellent things. We will cry aloud and shout for joy because the Holy One of Israel is great in our midst. Knowing that this is our future should lead us to do all of these things right now. It is only a matter of time until we prevail and get to experience the fruit of God’s victory forever. This will all come about because of the righteous reign of Jesus, the Messiah. Interestingly, in Isaiah 1-12 we have 5 different prophecies of His birth and life – 7:14 (born of virgin, be called Immanuel), 9:6 (God in human flesh, born to bring peace on the earth), and 9:6, 7 (born to rule on David’s throne). 


