Luke 14-15 - Daily Study Questions – Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner
The Big Idea: Only those who humbly receive God’s grace will be able to experience the blessings of life in His family. 
	I. The Qualities of the Guests (Luke 14:1-15)
	Key Idea: When we have God’s heart for others we will be willing to put our needs second to theirs. 

	1. Read Luke 14:1-6. Who did Jesus encounter (v2), and when and where was it (v1)? How did He handle the situation (v3, 4-5) and how did the Jews respond (v6)? What quality were they missing? 
	On a Sabbath Jesus was eating bread in the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees. Several other Jewish leaders were apparently there and watching Him closely to see if they could catch Him in breaking the Mosaic Law. In front of Him was a man suffering from dropsy (technically a disease related to excess fluid in the body) who had possibly been planted there to trap Jesus who would probably try to heal him (He had twice already on the Sabbath in Luke (6, 13). Jesus’ approach was to ask the leaders if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not and they kept silent. They didn’t commit either way so when they saw Him heal the man they really couldn’t incriminate Him. Added to this was Jesus’ additional comparison to how they would react if they had a son or an ox that had fallen into a well on the Sabbath – obviously they would immediately pull them out. They could not reply because their answer would reveal that they valued even an animal over a man who needed to be healed. The point is that they were missing the quality of humility, which led to having no compassion – they thought they were important, but no one else really was.  

	2. Using Luke 14:7-11 retell Jesus’ story (v8-10). Who did He have in mind (v7) and what quality was He encouraging them to have (v11)? How should we apply this? 
	Jesus told a story of being invited to a wedding feast and upon arrival sitting in the most distinguished place possible. In the story this was risky because someone more distinguished might arrive and the first person would be embarrassed by being asked to move to a less honorable place. Instead a person should intentionally occupy the lowest seat so that they might be asked to move up. The point of His teaching was that we should intentionally humble ourselves so that we might be exalted, for it is God’s method to exalt the humble and humble the exalted. Since God’s heart is with the humble rather than the proud we should voluntarily humble ourselves.

	3. From Luke 14:12-15 what divine advice did Jesus give His host (v12-13) and why (v14)? What quality was He advocating? How did the one who commented miss Jesus’ point (v15)? 
	This parable parallels the previous one; humility is still the desired quality, but its point of view is from that of the host rather than the invitees. A humble host will invite those who will be blessed by the invitation, whereas the self-centered host will invite those who can do something for them – like repay the invitation, make them look good, etc. Jesus’ advice was to invite those who cannot repay because the reward will come from God at the resurrection of the righteous (“bema seat” judgment, 1 Cor 3:14; 2 Cor 5:10). One who was listening focused on eating in the millennial kingdom, saying that anyone who did that was blessed. Jesus’ point was that we should act humbly towards others – thinking of them ahead of ourselves – rather than focusing on the blessing we will receive from our actions. 


	II. The Qualifications of the Guests (Luke 14:16-35)
	Key Idea: Those who receive the benefits of following Jesus must put Him before everything else in their lives.  

	4. In Luke 14:16-24 how did the first invitees respond (v16-18, 19, 20) and what did the host do (v21-23, 24)? In reality what was the dinner and who were the invited? What is the lesson?
	In response to the man who thought it would be blessed to eat dinner in the kingdom, Jesus told a parable that revealed the shallowness of the man’s answer. In the parable a man was having a big dinner (dinner in the kingdom) and He invited many to it. When the dinner was ready He sent His servant out to summon everyone to it, but each began to make excuses. One had to go out and look at a piece of land, one had to try out his newly acquired oxen, and another had just gotten married and they all asked to be excused from attendance. They obviously did not consider eating bread in the kingdom (v15) a blessing; it was rather an inconvenience to their worldly focus. When the Master heard this He became angry and commanded that His servant go out into the streets and alleys and invite anyone who would do so to attend His dinner. The value lay in the invitation and in the dinner, not in those who were invited. It was a personal affront to the Master to have His invitation rejected, and those who turned it down would not get in His house even if they showed up later. Jesus’ point is that His invitation is valuable, but it must be accepted, because only those who accept it will get to enter the kingdom and eat dinner with Him. 

	5. Using Luke 14:25-27 what truth did Jesus declare (v26, 27) and what did He mean? Why do you think He said this (v25)? 
	Jesus built on the point of His parable by saying that being His disciple (which equaled accepting His invitation to eat dinner in the kingdom) would require “hating”, relatively speaking, his own family and even himself. In other words, a follower of Jesus would put nothing ahead of Him – he would “love” Jesus and “hate” his family and himself if required. Furthermore, a disciple has to carry his own cross, i.e., whatever God’s will is for His life, just as the cross was the Father’s will for Jesus. It is not a coincidence that a cross is an instrument of death; when we take up our cross we die to self with its ambitions and live for Christ alone. He wanted those following Him to know that being His disciple was an all-out commitment, not just a thing to do when it was convenient and didn’t interfere with something else they wanted to do. 

	6. Read Luke 14:28-35. What two illustrations does Jesus give (v28-30, 31-32) and what is His point (v33)? Based on the third illustration (v34-35) why is this a vital discipleship truth? 
	The first illustration is about a building project. No one who is wise starts such a project without a close estimate of the cost to determine if they have the ability to finish it. Otherwise they will be ridiculed for impulsively or arrogantly acting without planning ahead. Similarly, a king will not engage in a battle with half the men of his opponent; rather, he will counsel with others about the wisest course of action. If he sees that he cannot win he will instead send a delegation to surrender and make peace. In both pictures counting the cost is vital before choosing a course of action. Jesus applied this to choosing to become His disciple; before we decide to do this we must understand and accept the cost, which will be all we have. We must release our “ownership” of everything to Him when we become His disciple. Grace may be free and relatively easy, but it is not cheap – it costs our life (and Jesus’ as well). It is like salt – for discipleship to be real it must be “all in”; salt is ineffective if it is only a little salty. It must be at full strength to be useful; otherwise, it is good for nothing and rejected.

	III. The Quest for the Guests     (Luke 15:1-32)
	Key Idea: The Father does whatever is necessary to bring the lost back into His family. 

	7. From Luke 15:1-7 what truth about God was Jesus revealing (v7) and why was it necessary to do this (v1-2)? How did He illustrate it (v3-6)? 
	Jesus wanted all to know, especially the Pharisees and scribes who were grumbling about His eating with undesirables like tax-gatherers and sinners, that God’s heart is with those who are lost rather than those who think they have it all together. There is greater joy in heaven over even one “sinner” who repents than over all those who think they are righteous and need no repentance, regardless of how many there are. Just as a shepherd rejoices when he finds the one sheep that is missing and is willing to go to great effort to retrieve it, so God seeks even one sheep that has strayed and is ecstatic when it is found.    

	8. In Luke 15:8-10 what was the second parable (v8-9)? How was it similar and different from the first in 15:3-6? 
	In the second parable a woman lost one of ten coins (each were drachmas, equivalent to a day’s wage) and when she realized it she turned the house “upside down” until she found it. Just as one sheep out of ninety-nine has value, one lost coin out of ten has even greater value. Once the coin was found the woman had the same reaction as the shepherd – she was so happy that she wanted others to share in her joy. Similarly, God is so happy when one sinner repents that He calls His heavenly host together to rejoice with Him. 

	9. Looking at Luke 15:11-24 what was the third parable? How was it different from the first two and what does this reveal? What does this teach us the Father’s heart? 
	The third parable was of a man who had two sons (rather than a hundred sheep or ten coins). The first son asked for his share of the father’s estate prematurely, but the father gave it to him and he went to a distant country and squandered it all. When his need became too great, in his desperation he “came to his senses” and realized that even the lowest member of his father’s household, slaves, had more than enough bread. He decided to return to his father, repent of his sin against him and against heaven, acknow-ledge that he deserved nothing from him, not even to be called his son any longer, and simply asked that he be treated like a hired hand. Unlike the sheep or coins, the son had made a choice and to be found had to make a choice to come back. However, the father (like God with us) was scanning the horizon constantly to be ready for his son when he returned. He knew he would come back only when he “hit bottom”, came to the realization of how much better the father’s way of life was, and decided to humbly return with repentance. When the father saw him coming he ran to meet him, feeling compassion for him, embraced him and kissed him. As the son repented the Father reinstated him to his position of sonship, clothing him with the best robe, putting a ring on his finger, and killing the fattened calf for him. Just as the other two stories, when that which was lost was found there was great joy to be shared with others. The difference in this situation was that the father, like God, waited for the son to come to his sense and return. We make choices, then our choices make us; by God’s grace, though, we can also choose to come back to Him and find that He is willing and ready to receive us. 

	10. Using Luke 15:25-32 upon whom did this part of the parable focus (v25) and who was this in real life? How did he deal with the Father (v28-30), and the Father deal with Him (v28, 31-32)? What is the point? 
	Another difference in this story is that there were two lost items, rather than one. The first son chose to be lost by leaving the father, but the second son chose to be lost by refusing to share in the father’s heart. Both sons chose their own method of feeling good about their lives; the first by squandering the father’s resources, and the second by refusing to receive any of the father’s resources. Both thought they deserved what they got, but only the first son came to appreciate what the father had because he acknowledged his unworthiness. Grace is only precious when we accept it as a gift that we clearly do not deserve. Amazingly, the father patiently tried to bring his second son back into the fold by explaining his heart to him, but he didn’t care because he thought that he deserved better. His sense of entitlement caused him to be angry and estranged from both his brother and his father. So it is with all who are self-righteous and condemning; no one is on their level, including God, so they are all alone and experience none of the benefits of being in God’s family. Jesus’ point is that the great joy of heaven is over those who repent and are found, because they are back in the family, able to receive all the blessings of the Father. 

	11. Review the qualities and qualifications of the guests invited to God’s dinner and the nature of the quest for these guests by God. In summary who gets to come and why? 
	Those who enter the kingdom and eat at the Father’s dinner table should be characterized by humility and compassion. It is only by God’ grace that we get to come to the table; it is by “invitation only”. However, the sole qualification is that we accept the invitation, meaning that we value the invitation to God’s dinner above all other pursuits of our lives. Many will thing that merely being invited means that God accepts us and that there is no cost or urgency to coming to His table. The cost is that we give up our lives for Him and make His will our number one priority. Unless we accept His invitation to do that we will not enter His kingdom. God seeks such guests with great effort and greatly rejoices when they accept His invitation. On the other hand, those who think they are okay and have no need for humility and repentance will not enter the kingdom. Thus, they will not experience the blessings of life in the family of God. To accept His invitation means that we have admitted that our need for God is the greatest need that we have, so only those who have humbly repented of their sin and received His grace can enter the kingdom.  


