Romans 3:21-5:21 - Daily Study Questions – Peas and Carrots
The Big Idea: Grace and faith work together to give God’s people His incredible blessings. 
	I. Righteousness by Grace (3:21-31)
	Key Idea: Righteousness by grace is the only possible way for God to receive all the glory in man’s salvation. 

	1. Read Rom 3:21-26. How and where has God revealed His righteousness (v21)? Who gets it (v22-23) and by what 2 means are we justified (v24, 25, 26)? Who did this (v24) and how did it propitiate (satisfy) God (v25, 26)? What does this reveal about God? 
	This is one of the most theologically rich paragraphs in the Bible. It first tells us that God has revealed His righteousness apart from the Law, not meaning that the Law wasn’t righteous, but it never had the ability to make a person righteous – it only revealed man’s unrighteousness. Now (since Christ) the righteousness of God has been made plain (manifested), although witness had been born to this other way of righteousness through the Law (Gen-Deut) and the Prophets (Josh-Mal) which is the righteousness that comes by faith in Jesus Christ. In each of the 39 books of the Old Testament there is a reference to the coming Savior/Messiah, sometimes in a picture or type, sometimes stated very directly and literally. This true way of righteousness comes to all who believe, Jew and Gentile, because all have sinned. The basic meaning and effect of sin is that we have fallen short of the glory of God – we have failed to live up to His glorious creation design for us and we have failed to glorify Him by our obedience. Our justification (righteous standing) before God is a gift of God’s grace secured first by the redemptive act of Christ through the shedding of His blood and through the propitiation (satisfaction) of God’s wrath against us and our sin through this same sacrifice. Redemption here refers to the ransom price necessary to be bought back from the slave market; Christ’s blood and death paid the price to free us from our bondage to sin and death. Propitiation is a word used in the Old Testament to refer to the Mercy Seat, the place where the blood was sprinkled to obtain God’s mercy in view of our sin. Because Christ’s blood paid the penalty for sin God’s wrath has been placated for those who accept His sacrifice for their sins by faith. Another important point is made here, that God’s wrath against sin had been simply “put off” for Old Testament believers who trusted in the blood of animals, looking forward to God’s ultimate sacrifice (Christ). His forbearance (patience) waited until Jesus came and died; then God was able to forgive the sin, marking it paid in full, so that He would be just – the sin had been paid for, and the justifier – of the one accepted the sacrifice of Christ on his behalf. Thus, the cross reveals not only the mercy, but also the wisdom, holiness and righteousness of God.  

	2. Based on 3:27-31 what 3 questions are raised (v27, 29, 31) and how is each answered (v27-28; 29-30; 31)? Why are these answers important? 
	The first question is not really why does God’s plan of righteousness exclude boasting, but rather how can one boast in light of God’s gracious plan. Since there are no works that justify us, but rather God’s grace through faith that imputes righteousness to us, then He alone gets the glory; our boast is in Him. The second question posed is whether God is the God of the Jews only, or of Gentiles, too. Paul’s answer is that He is the God of all mankind, meaning that justification by faith is the only possible way of redemption that could work for both Jew and Gentile. Finally, Paul asked if we nullify the Law by faith as the way of righteousness. The answer is “No” (me genoito, God forbid); rather faith in God’s redemption in Christ establishes the Law because it proves that breaking the Law is a debt that must be paid. The only who could satisfy this debt was God’s sinless Son, and this shows that the Law is of utmost importance to God. The answers to these three questions shows the incredible wisdom of God in devising a way of right standing before Him that would a) give Him all the glory b) save the entire world and c) establish His righteous standard, showing His faithfulness to His holy character. Wow!

	II. Received by Faith (4:1-25)
	Key Idea: The gracious gift of righteousness must be received by faith and not by works. 

	3. From 4:1-8 how was Abraham justified (made right) before God (v1-3, 5)? How do Abraham’s (v4-5) and David’s (v6-8; see Ps 32:1-2) examples prove this? Why did Paul use them as examples (see 3:21)?
	Abraham was justified before God when he believed the promise that God made to Him. Abraham had just proposed to God that he have offspring by Eliezer his servant, but said that his heir would be one would come from his own body, even though he was past child-bearing age. He then took Abraham outside and had him look at all the stars in the night sky and told him that thus his descendants would be. It says then that Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. The construction of the Hebrew implies that it was another expression of his faith that had begun when he left Ur of Chaldees, but this confirms in writing that Abraham had genuine faith. God, who looks at the heart, is the only one able to confirm true faith and it says that the result of such faith is that He then credits righteousness to the account of one who truly believes His Word. This basis for justification is in contrast to the current thinking by the Jews, that it would be obtained by works, and it seems to contradict Jas 2:21 that says he was justified by works when he offered Isaac on the altar. However, 2:22 says that his faith was working with his works, meaning that faith always results in works and this is the consistent pattern of Abraham’s life – he believed God, and left Ur; he believed God in this case and did not try to make Eliezer his adopted heir, and then continued to try to have children although it would be quite some time later before Isaac was born. David’s statement about the blessedness of the one whose sins are forgiven gives the other side of righteousness. Abraham had righteousness credited to him, whereas David had his sins forgiven; both aspects are necessary for right standing before God. He requires both positive righteousness as well as negation of sins. Both of these come from faith. Another reason that Paul used these two as examples is that Abraham represented an example from the Law, whereas David represented an example from the Prophets. 

	4. According to Romans 4:9-15 was Abraham declared righteous before or after circumcision (v9-10)? What is Paul’s point (v11-12)? What was God’s promise to Abraham (v13), how is it received (v13), and why (v14-15)? 
	Abraham was declared righteous before he was circumcised, a critical point in eliminating “Jewishness” from right standing with God. It was Abraham’s faith alone, not his work of circumcision, that credited him with righteousness. That Abraham was “declared” righteous, rather than “made” righteous is an important distinction, too. We continue with our sin nature even after being declared righteous in God’s sight, but as Paul will say later it no longer has authority in our lives. But here his point is that justification came by faith, not works. This allowed all who had circumcision (Jews) as well as those who didn’t (Gentiles) to be declared righteous, and it rendered Abraham as the father of all who follow in the footsteps of his faith. The promise to Abraham was not given through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. If it had been given through the Law the promise would have been nullified because the Law brings God’s wrath rather than His blessing. 

	5. In 4:16-22 what 2 concepts go together and why (v16-17)? What does God do (v17) and what did He promise (v17, 18)? Describe Abraham’s condition (v19), his faith response (v18, 20-21), and its result (v22). Apply to your life. 
	“Faith” (v16) and “grace” (v16 go together because the granting of righteousness to those who “work” for right standing according to the Law would not be a gift, but the payment of a wage. However, when we receive righteousness as a gift because of our faith (which God also gives as a gift, Eph 2:8-9) that is the essence of grace. The faith approach also allows all who have this faith to be included in God’s covenant of grace, rather than just Jews who think they “deserve” it because they are born into it. God gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist, thus He is able and willing to give life to those who believe His promise whether Jew or Gentile. His promise is that of eternal life and glory (2:7) through right standing with Him (through faith), just as His promise to Abraham was that of innumerable descendants, along with land and worldwide blessing. When God made the promise concerning the birth of Isaac in Genesis 17:17 Abraham was about a hundred years old and thus considered his body, for child-bearing purposes, “as good as dead”. However, Abraham believed in “hope against hope” (no reasonable person would have believed this), and did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and was fully assured (his faith was “filled full”, Gr., “plerophero”) that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. The result is that this faith was credited to him as righteousness. The number of ways Abraham’s confidence in God is described shows the certainty of mature faith, although there were times when Abraham didn’t completely demonstrate it. But in an overall sense Abraham had genuine faith in God’s promise. We, too, must decide that we are going to “sit down in Jesus” and rest our entire life and future on Him. This is what Abraham did, even though it made no human sense. 

	6. Based on 4:23-25 for what other reason is Abraham’s story told (v23-24) and how can our story parallel his (v24)? Why was Jesus crucified (v25) and resurrected (v25)? Explain. 
	God’s credit to Abraham of righteousness because of his faith was written in the Old Testament not only for his sake, but for ours, too. We, like Abraham, will be credited with righteousness when we believe on Him who raised Jesus from the dead. Our belief is in His promise that He will give us eternal life if we put our faith in His Son who died for us and rose again. Jesus was delivered over to be crucified because of and to pay for our transgressions, but He was raised to life for our justification. The reason is that if God had not raised Him it would have been equivalent to saying that He did not accept His sacrifice for sin. But since Jesus was sinless and did not die for Himself, to satisfy His own debt, God raised Him to life again and thus His sacrifice was good for our sins. 

	III. Real Life Results (5:1-21)
	Key Idea: Because of the righteousness of Christ that has been imputed to us we have abundant real life blessings from God. 

	7. Read 5:1-5. List the results of justification (v1, 2) and how we get these (v2)? How should this affect the daily lives of believers (v2-5)? Explain why “hope does not disappoint” (v5). 
	Having been justified we receive all of God’s blessings in Christ (Eph 1:3); however, here Paul lists a few of them specifically. First, we have (hold, possess) peace with God. Whereas we were sinners at war with God, now through Christ’s reconciling act we live in a condition of peace with Him. We have also obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand – a continuous experience of grace is now ours. This leads us, in turn, to exult (an emotion welling up in us) in hope of the glory of God – both now and in the future. This new position of peace, grace and hope of glory should lead us to also exult in our tribulations (the idea of being squeezed by the pressures of following Jesus) since these bring perseverance. This perseverance leads to proven character (the word is simply “proof”, as in the proving of a precious metal as being genuine), and proven character results in hope. It works like this – when I exult in hope of God’s glory because I have peace with Him and experience His grace I am able to endure tribulation. This endurance proves to me that God really is at work in me because I am genuinely born-again. This leads me back to secure hope (not a wishful hope) which does not disappoint. Even though at times we might be inclined to feel sorry for ourselves the love of God which is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit enables us to dwell on His love for us, rather than feeling like we are all alone. 

	8. Looking at 5:6-11 what did Christ do for us (v6) and when (v6)? Why was this significant (v7-8) and what 3 effects does it have for us (v9, 10, 11)? 
	Christ died for us while we were helpless (Gr., “asthenes”, meaning weak, sickly, like a person on their death bed) saving us just in the nick of time. It is significant that Jesus did this for us, because although people will die for those righteous or good, we are neither.   Rather, we are God’s enemies and Christ died for us as in this condition. The effect of this is that 1) we are saved from the wrath of God by the blood of Jesus, 2) we are reconciled by this blood and saved by His life, and because of this 3) we are able to exult in God rather than dread His wrath. The fact of us being saved by His life relates to the significance of the resurrection – because He came back to life we are guaranteed the resurrection life, a truth that will be explored further in Rom 6. Also, because Jesus is alive He continually saves us, acting as our High Priest, ever living to make intercession for us (Heb 7:25). 

	9. Using 5:12-17 how did death enter the world (v12) and to whom did it spread (v12-14)? How did Adam compare and contrast with Christ (v14-15)? In what ways is His gift different from Adam’s (v16) and the results (v17)? 
	Death entered the world through one man, Adam, and death because of it. This spread to all men because all sinned, although sin was imputed (credited) against those who don’t have the Law. But even though they didn’t sin in the same way as Adam, they were still sinners in God’s eyes and thus subject to judgment and death. Adam was a picture or type of the One who was to come, Jesus, but in a contrasting way. Both represented a group – Adam represented all mankind and thus when he sinned (transgressed God’s law) he brought death to all men. In contrast Christ represented all who would believe and be credited with righteousness. They would all, by God’s grace, receive life. He represented God’s new creation, His new community. The free gift is different from Adam’s transgression first in that one transgression led to the judgment of mankind, while the free gift was a response to many transgressions and resulted in justification. Also, whereas Adam’s transgression resulted in death, Christ’s death resulted in life because of justification. 

	10. From 5:18-21 how did Adam’s sin and Christ’s work affect everyone differently (v18)? What occurred through Adam (19-20) and how did Christ counteract this (v19-21)? 
	Adam’s sin resulted in condemnation for all men whereas Christ’s act of righteousness (dying for mankind) resulted in life for all men (who believed). Through Adam’s disobedience many were made sinners, whereas through Christ’s obedience “the many” (the elect) were made righteous. The Law was introduced to “officially” cause transgressions to increase, exposing the need for God’s intervention and grace. However, whereas sin increased, grace abounded all the more so that as sin reigned in death, so grace would reign through righteousness (justification) leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	11 Looking back over 3:21-5:21 how do you see grace in action (3:21-26) and faith in action (3:27-4:25)? In your words how do these work together? What are the results of this (3:24-25; 4:16; 5:1-5, 10-11, 17, 21)? 
	Grace was shown through God’s imputation of righteousness to us by faith, by Christ’s redemption of us from the slave market of sin, God’s propitiation of His wrath on us by the sacrifice of His Son, and by His forbearance of our sins that were waiting to be completely purged at the acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice. Faith is seen as we refuse works as the basis for our salvation and rather accept Christ’s work as a gift of grace from God when we believe. Faith is seen both in Abraham’s life, in his act of believing in God’s promise for His inheritance of eternal life and David’s life through his act of receiving forgiveness for our sins (probably committed with Bathsheba). The way this works is that God gives us the ability to believe His promise and we do this by His grace. When we believe He gives us the gift of justification and eternal life and continues to give us more grace and faith. He instills the faith, we exercise the faith and He imparts righteousness. Finally, the results are justification, reception of God’s promise of forgiveness and eternal life, peace with God, entrance into God’s place of grace, exultation in hope of the glory of God, exulting in tribulations because they produce character, the love of God poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, reconciliation and the reign of grace in our lives. There are probably more blessings of God’s grace in these chapters, but this is an amazing, overwhelming list. 


