Revelation 4-5 Daily Study Questions – Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch
The Big Idea: Through Jesus Christ all will one day recognize that the true focal point of all things is God. 
	I. The Center of Worship (4:1-11)
	Key Idea: In heaven God is the center of all worship, just as He should be on earth. 

	1. Read Rev 4:1-2. What did John see (v1, 2) and what did he hear (v1)? What did the voice tell him to do (v1)? How does this relate to 1:19?
	“After these things” (the letters to the seven churches) John saw a door open in heaven, and once he was transported there he saw a throne standing in heaven and One sitting on the throne. He heard the same voice he had heard in chapter 1 telling him to come up to heaven so that He could show him what would take place “after these things”. It seems obvious when comparing this to 1:19 that what John was about to view would take place after the time of the seven churches. Since it didn’t happen immediately after the first century when these churches were in existence then it would appear that the seven churches represent the entire age that the Church is the focus of Jesus’ attention. After that time is over then His attention will again return to the Jews (and the seventieth week of Daniel 9:24-27) and He will wrap up history before the millennial kingdom is inaugurated. Apply: God wants to show us His ultimate plan for all things so that we will live right now with His victory in mind. It only makes sense to serve Him since He is where everything is headed. 

	2. Looking at 4:3-4 describe the One sitting on the throne (v3) and the scene around the throne (v4). Who was the One on the first throne? Describe the others (v4). Who were they? 
	The One sitting on the throne had the appearance of a jasper (clear – see 21:11) and sardius stone (which was a fiery ruby colored stone) – so brilliant, clear, and fiery red. Around the throne was a rainbow (symbolizing God’s covenant mercy after the flood) that had an emerald-like appearance and twenty-four elders sitting on twenty-four thrones clothed in white garments and wearing golden crowns. The One sitting on the throne was God the Father – no form is described, only the light around Him. These twenty-four elders represent those who are redeemed (they are clothed in white garments representing righteousness) – and it would seem that they represent the saved Jews and saved Gentiles. They have crowns, and Christ promised His disciples (Jews) that they would rule with Him (Matt 19:28), and we (Gentiles) are promised to judge the world and angels with Him (1 Cor 6:2-3). Apply: God is incredibly beautiful and glorious and it is amazing that He will share His glory with the people He has redeemed. That should make us that much more willing to serve Him now. 

	3. From 4:5-6 what proceeded from the throne (v5) and what was before the throne (v5, 6)? What was in the center and around the throne (v6) and what were they like? 
	Flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder proceeded from the throne of God. Before His throne were seven lamps of fire burning, representing the seven Spirits of God, and a sea of glass like crystal. In the center and around the throne were four living creatures who were filled with eyes all around (they saw everything). These creatures were alive and aware of everything. This scene shows the majesty and awesomeness of God (thunder), the constant purity before His throne (fire), the peacefulness of the presence of God (sea of glass), and His complete awareness of all that is happening on earth (eyes of the creatures). Apply: We should meditate on what it is really like in heaven; it is chaos here on earth but because God is totally in charge of heaven it is a place of awe, peace and truth. As believers we should allow that mindset to be in charge of our reactions to circumstances. The truth will prevail, peace will ultimately win, and God will show His majesty and holiness. 

	4. Using Rev 4:7-8 give a fuller description of the four living creatures and what they were doing (v7, 8). What do you think these characteristics signify?
	One was like a lion, one was like a calf, one had the face of a man, and one was like a flying eagle. Each of them, along with having eyes all around, had six wings and day and night were saying “holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.” These were possibly the seraphim of Isaiah 6, but most importantly they represent God – His kingly nature (lion), His servant nature (calf), His connection to man (face of a man), and His transcendence over all (flying eagle). These also correspond to the fourfold description of Jesus from the gospels – Matthew – the King; Mark – the Servant; Luke – the Son of Man; John – the Son of God over all. Even though these creatures were separate from God, as with all creation, their purpose is to reflect the glory and nature of God. Apply: Anytime we really get close to God we will worship His holiness and we will reflect His nature more and more. Just as Jesus does we should be servant-leaders who connect with God and man. 

	5. In 4:9-11 what was everyone around the throne doing (v9, 10, 11)? Why did they cast their crowns before the throne (v10) and what does that show us about rewards? 
	Around the throne everyone was worshiping God – not because they were supposed to but because it is a compulsion when we truly see God for who He is. The four living creatures were ascribing glory, honor, and thanks to Him, the twenty-four elders were prostrating themselves before Him, and they were worshiping Him as they will do forever. They were also casting their crowns before Him, which shows us that the crowns or rewards that we receive for serving Christ well become an opportunity for us to glorify God even more when we get to heaven. So, even though our rewards are a personal blessing they are really just another way of worshiping God. Finally, the elders were worshiping God, too, proclaiming His worthiness to receive glory, honor and power since He created all things and because of His will all things exist. Apply: In the end God will receive all the glory – even for our rewards. That is why it is good to work for rewards now because they will allow us to glorify God even more in the future. 

	II. The Crucial Question (5:1-5)
	Key Idea: There is no human being who can bring sin to an end by God’s judgment; only Jesus can. 

	6. Looking at 5:1-2 what did God have in His hand (v1) and what question did the angel propose (v2)? What do you think this scroll was? 
	God had a “book” or scroll in His right hand that was written on both sides and sealed with seven seals. A strong angel asked with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and break its seals?” The scroll was a legal document of some sort; in the Roman world the inside of a document contained the details of the contract and the outside was a summary. Many believe that this document was a title deed to the earth and that the contents, when opened, would reveal the earth’s destiny. At the very least we know that they scroll did reveal the final phase of world history which would culminate with Jesus’ victory over all the kings of the earth and their powerful leader, the Antichrist. There is pathos in the question of the angel because if no one was able to open the scroll then the world would continue in the grip of sin forever since God’s judgment, contained in the scroll, wouldn’t occur. Apply: We intuitively know that all things on this earth are heading to a completion, to an end. If this were not true life would have no hope – it would be meaningless and emptiness, as Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 1. Part of the tension of life today is that we don’t know when (or sometimes if) it’s all going to end. The message of the scroll with the seven seals is a message of hope if someone can open it. As we see in the next verses that Someone is Jesus.  

	7. According to 5:3-5 what was the problem (v3) and its effect on John (v4)? What was the solution (v5) and why (v5)? 
	The problem was that no one could be found in heaven, on earth, or under the earth (this is figure of speech that means “no creature anywhere”) to open the book or look in it. This caused John to weep greatly because there was no one worthy to open the book, but as he did one of the elders told him to stop. He then pointed to the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, who had overcome, as the One who was able to open the book and its seven seals. He was qualified by the right genealogy (a descendant of Judah and of David) and had earned the right by His victory over sin and death to open the scroll and its seals. Apply: It is such a blessing to know that there is One who has overcome sin and death to be able to restore this earth to God. He is also the One and Only who can restore us to God; therefore, we will be blessed if we follow Him. 

	III. The Comforting Answer (5:6-12)
	Key Idea: Jesus is the One who will restore all things to their rightful owner, God. 

	8. From 5:6-7 describe the One standing in the midst of the throne scene (v6). Who was this and what did He do (v7)? 
	The One standing in the midst of the throne was a Lamb, as if slain, who had seven horns (complete power) and seven eyes (complete vision) which had been sent out over the entire earth. This was the crucified Jesus who then took the scroll out of God’s right hand because He was worthy and able due to His victory over sin and death. Everyone on earth in a sense is “inside the scroll of judgment” because of the grip of sin and death; only Jesus stands outside the scroll so that He can open it. Apply: Jesus has all power and all knowledge, and due to His death for us is worthy to take the scroll and break the grip of sin and judgment. He is the One we must worship – He is the Answer that will restore us to God.  

	9. Using 5:8-10 how did the Lamb’s actions affect those around the throne (v8)? What did they do (v8, 9) and what was their new song (v9-10)? 
	When the Lamb took the book the four living creatures and twenty-four elders all fell down before Him. They had a harp for accompanying their songs of worship and golden bowls of incense to enable them to offer up the prayers of the saints to God. They then sang a “new song” (based on fresh experiences of Jesus’ nature and work) and praised Jesus for being worthy to take the book and break its seals. This song proclaimed that He was worthy because He was slain and through that blood of His death had purchased men from every tribe, tongue, people and nation. He had also made them to be a kingdom and priests to God who would reign on the earth. Thus, by virtue of these blessings He is overwhelmingly worthy of our praise. Apply: All of God’s family will bow before the Lamb and worship Him in songs of praise and prayer. These songs must represent fresh experiences of the grace of God, and not just be words that we sing by rote. God is always willing to give us a new experience with Him and when we receive that we must worship Him in ways that capture this freshness. 

	10. Looking at 5:11-12 who was around the throne (v11) and what did they all say (v12)? What did everyone else say and do (v13-14)? 
	There were many angels around the throne, along with the four living creatures and twenty-four elders, who numbered in the thousands of thousands (millions). They all loudly declared in unison, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, riches, wisdom, might, honor, glory and blessing. Then every created thing in heaven, on earth, under the earth, on the sea and in it said, “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing, honor, glory, and dominion forever and ever.” The four living creatures kept saying, “Amen” and the elders fell down and worshiped. This last group must refer to a time yet future to the final conflict because it will only be in the millennial kingdom or beyond that every created thing will praise God and the Lamb. Apply: Worship of God is the ultimate end of all things. He will be the center of our entire attention and we will find our ultimate fulfillment in this. If we will take this to heart now we will find that the greatest fulfillment we can have in this life is to worship Him. This will only happen when we truly get into His presence and make Him the center of our attention and the object of our affection. 

	11. Who is the focus of the scene in heaven at the time of the end, and what does He do? What does this scene reveal to us about how to live each day here on earth? 
	The focus of the scene in heaven at the time of the end is the worthiness of God the Father and of Jesus, the Lamb that was slain to purchase God’s people for Him. This Lamb is the One who takes back the earth from Satan and returns it to God; it is through Him that God finally brings justice to His elect (see Luke 18:7). Since Jesus is the center of heaven and the One who brings about justice it only makes sense for us to live each day for Him. All creation will one day bow before Him – we need to start now. Apply: We must live each day centered on Jesus. Not only will this glorify Him but it will also fulfill the ultimate purpose for which we were created. 


