Daily Study Questions for Exodus 35-40
The Big Idea: When we follow God’s guidelines for worship and fellowship He will be there for us. 
	I. Preliminary Preparations    (35:1-36:7)
	Key Idea: People must freely give whatever they have to prepare a place to meet with the Lord. 

	1. Read Exodus 35:1-3. Describe the seventh (Sabbath) day (v2) and its prohibited activity (v2, 3). Why do you think this command (v2) was repeated just before the construction of the tabernacle began? 
	The Sabbath regulations were repeated because of the integral connection between the Sabbath observance and the Tabernacle. If the people didn’t observe the Sabbath regularly there wouldn’t be much need for the Tabernacle – setting aside the seventh day weekly was the first point of obedience to the Lord they had. The Sabbath was to be a holy – set apart – day, in which rest, and not work, was the focus. For this reason not even a fire was to be made for cooking (or warmth); no (absolutely none) work was to be done on this day. The Sabbath would be a weekly remembrance of the Creator and His work, a time of worship and reorientation to Him. 

	2. From 35:4-19 who was to contribute (v5) and what was given (v6-9)? How would it all (v11-19) be made (v10) and what does this teach us? 
	Every Israelite who was willing was to bring a contribution to the Lord. This would consist of gold, silver, bronze, blue, purple, and scarlet material, fine linen, goat skins, rams’ skins dyed red, porpoise (or badger) skins, and acacia wood. Along with this they were to bring oil for lighting the lampstand, spices for the anointing oil and fragrant incense, and onyx stones and setting stones for the ephod and breastpiece. It would all be made by skillful men according to the Lord’s commands and design given to Moses on Sinai, all of which had been delineated in the preceding chapters. This shows us that God’s design is that all of His people participate in worshiping Him, that everyone should give willingly rather than due to coercion, and that skill should be employed to enhance the quality of our worship. 

	3. Using 35:20-35 how did the people give (v20-21, 29) and why did each give what they did (v22-29)? What principles of giving does this teach? Who oversaw the work (v30, 34) and why (v31, 34-35)? 
	The people gave according to Moses’ commands – as soon as he left them they began to give. They gave from their hearts and their contribution was to the Lord (they were giving it to Him). They gave from what they had – jewelry, materials and skins they possessed, along with silver, bronze, and wood, and they even made materials to bring if they had the skill to do it. The rulers (leaders) brought the onyx stones and setting stones, along with the spices for the oil and incense, since they would be the only ones with access to these. It was a freewill offering from everyone and all, rich and poor, skilled and unskilled gave voluntarily. God appointed Bezalel to oversee the work, and gave him an assistant, Oholiab. They had to make designs, insure that the detailed work of quality craftsmanship was carried out, and had to have creativity. Because God empowered both of them with such skill and wisdom and also gave them the ability to teach others how to accomplish all the details of the work skillfully, they were the ones in charge of the execution of the project. This shows us that we all have a part in giving to the work and worship of the Lord – some possessions, some skill, some ability, some managerial ability – we can all do something. 

	4. In Ex 36:1-7 describe the builders (v1, 2, 4) and whose design they followed (v1). How did the people give (v3, 4-5, 7) and what did Moses have to do (v6)? Apply. 
	The builders were skillful and had understanding about how to do the work, both of which came from the Lord. This was appropriate since it was the Lord’s design that they were following. The people gave from the heart, which led to them giving more than was needed to complete the work. In fact they were told to stop bringing their contributions because there was no more need left. This is the way giving should be – from the heart, to the Lord, and more than enough, in short, a voluntary, generous expression of gratitude and worship to the Lord. This type of giving blesses the heart of God. The question should not be how much do I have to give, but how much can I give. Giving to the Lord is a privilege.

	II. Precise Production                    (36:8-39:31)
	Key Idea: We must worship God precisely as He desires for it to be a blessing to Him and us. 

	5. According to 36:8-38 what were the different elements of the tabernacle that were built (v8-13, 14-19, 20-30, 31-34, 35-38). 
	The tabernacle had curtains that were made for its outer shell of blue, purple, and scarlet in fine twisted linen and cherubim woven into it; then curtains that were draped over this shell made of goats’ hair, with rams’ skins dyed red and porpoise skins as a covering. The shell was made sturdy with posts of acacia wood that set into silver sockets all around the tent, and then bars of acacia wood running down the middle of these posts length-wise. The boards were overlaid with gold and had gold rings that the bars overlaid with gold went through. Then there was a veil that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies made like the tabernacle curtains with the design of cherubim on it, and four acacia wood pillars for it overlaid with gold. There was also a screen for the tabernacle entrance like the others, but without the cherubim, and this was made with five pillars instead of four. Overall, this was a portable meeting place for God but it also was sturdy when it was set up. 

	6. Looking at Ex 37-38 what pieces of furniture were made (37:1-9, 10-16, 17-24, 25-29, 38:1-7, 8)? What was made next (38:9-20) and what was weight of the metals (v24-29)? 
	The furniture of the tabernacle was first the Ark of the Covenant that had the Mercy Seat as a lid on it. This had cherubim on each end of it and poles were inserted through the gold rings so that it would be able to be carried without being touched. This item was the only piece inside the Holy of Holies. Next was the table of the Bread of the Presence which was placed on the north side of the Holy Place, and then there was the Golden Lampstand across from it. On the west end of the Holy Place next to the veil was the Altar of Incense made of acacia wood, too, and as everything else in the Tabernacle, it was overlaid with gold and had poles for carrying (except for the lampstand). Outside the tabernacle in front of the screen was the bronze basin for washing the hands and feet of the priests before they went inside, and then between that and the gate of the courtyard was the 7 ½ foot square Altar of Burnt Offering, also overlaid with bronze. The outer frame of the courtyard was then made with fine twisted linens and pillars of bronze, inserted into silver sockets. The entire dimension of this was approximately 150’ long and 75’ wide and the height of the curtains was 7 ½ ‘. Then there was a gate made of blue, purple and scarlet material in fine twisted linen; it was 30’ long and 7 ½’ high, draped on four pillars of bronze. All the pegs of the tabernacle were also bronze. In all 29 talents, 730 shekels of gold were used, 100 talents, 1775 shekels of silver and all of this amounted to a half-shekel a head for the 603,550 men twenty and older. There were also 70 talents, 2400 shekels of bronze that were used. Since talents (199) were about 75lb each and shekels (4905) were about ½ ounce, the total weight of the metals (in our terms) would be over 15,000 lb. This would require a large number to carry this throughout their travels and also represented a tremendous value that had been contributed to the Lord. 

	7. Using 39:1-31 what different elements of the priestly garments were made (v1-5, 6-7, 8-21, 22-26, 27-29, 30-31). How did they do this (v1, 5, 7, 21, 26, 29, 31)? What does this show?
	The priestly garments were first the ephod, made of blue, purple, and scarlet in finely twisted linen, with gold thread woven through it. There were shoulder pieces for the ephod that had onyx stones in gold filigree settings on them, with the names of the tribes of Israel on the two stones. The breastpiece then attached to the front of the ephod, made of the same material and folded double so that the Urim and Thummim could stay inside. On the outside of it were twelve jewels representing the twelve tribes of Israel. Beneath the ephod was the blue robe with a reinforced opening for the neck and alternating bells and pomegranates around the bottom of it. Then there was the tunic of finely woven linen that the high priest wore beneath his robe, and that the sons of Aaron wore as their sole garment. Aaron, the High Priest, wore a turban with a plate fastened with blue cord that said “Holy to the Lord”, and his sons were decorated caps of fine linen. Aaron had a linen sash woven with blue, purple, and scarlet that he wore and all of them wore linen undergarments. They did all of this “just as the Lord had commanded Moses”, demonstrating their commitment to complete obedience. They would be ministering to Him primarily, but also on behalf of the people. 

	III. Promised Presence                        (39:32-40:38)
	Key Idea: When we worship God according to His will He promises to reassure us of His presence with us. 

	8. From 39:32-43 what did Israel do with all they had made (v32-42)? What was Moses’ twofold response (v43)? Why (v43)? 
	Everyone, according to their assignment and skill, had been making everything just as the Lord had commanded and when it was done they began bringing it all to Moses. Then, Moses examined all of it and then blessed the people, because they had made everything just as the Lord had commanded. This shows that it is not unspiritual to inspect the work of the ministry; since we are doing it specifically for the Lord it should meet an even higher standard of quality and excellence. Accountability used wisely is a good thing. 

	9. Based on 40:1-33 what did Moses do next (v17) and in what order (v18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24-25, 26-27, 28, 29, 30, 31-32, 33)? When did he do it (v2) and why (v1, 3-16)? 
	Moses continued to obey the Lord’s instructions. He told him to set up the tabernacle with everything that had been made on the first day of the first month (of the second year after they left Egypt), and this is what he did. He first set up the shell of the tabernacle with posts, curtains, boards, and sockets, then he put the covering over the tent, the took the Ark of the Covenant with the Mercy Seat inside the Holy of Holies. After placing the two tablets inside he then set up the veil that divided the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. He then put the table on the north side of the Holy Place and arranged the bread on it, set the lampstand opposite the table and lit the lamps before the Lord, then put the gold altar of incense in front of the veil and burned incense on it. He then placed the veil of the doorway at the entrance of the Holy Place, and then put the altar of burnt offering in the middle of the courtyard. He placed the bronze basin between the altar and veil, put water in it, and then Moses, Aaron and his sons washed their hands and feet. Moses then put the court all around the tabernacle and set the gate in place. He did all of this because the Lord told him to do it and thus the work was finished.  

	10. Read 40:34-38. What happened when the work was finished (v34-35) and how did this continue (v36-38)? What does this reveal as the twofold purpose of the project? How would this encourage Israel? 
	When the work was complete the cloud of the glory of the Lord covered the tent and His glory (palpable bright light) filled the tabernacle. It was so thick that Moses could not even enter inside. This glory in the cloud would rest over the tabernacle as long as God wanted them to stay and when He decided it was time to go the cloud of glory would lift and guide them. This would continue throughout their journeys; in the daytime it was a cloud and at night it was a plume of fire so that the glory of the Lord was visible constantly to the house of Israel. This shows that the twofold purpose of the tabernacle was to meet with the people and to manifest God’s glory before them. They should have been encouraged by knowing that God was with them; this also should have caused them to remain faithful to Him because of His presence. Unfortunately, this would not be the case.  

	11. Looking back over Ex 35-40 identify the various elements that made this building project successful (35:10, 21, 30; 36:5; 39:43; 40:33). Why did God “come” when they “built it”? How can you apply this to your life? 
	This project was successful because it employed the individual skills of the people and because everyone brought what they could bring. When everyone contributes what they have possession-wise and ability-wise the resources are usually ample. It was also done willingly and generously – the attitude was right. Another important ingredient was that the project was led by a Spirit-led craftsman who had master skill and ability. Someone needs to know what to do correctly for a project to be successful. The foremost element of success in this project was everyone’s precise obedience to the Lord, and Moses made sure that this had been done by examining the work. Also, the work was completely done; every single thing the Lord commanded was accomplished. Because of this show of complete obedience God was willing and able to fill the place with His glory; such a demonstration showed that He was truly welcome there. We must remember this as well; partial obedience is uninviting to God, but thorough obedience shows God that we are walking in agreement and fellowship. He wants to support people whose hearts are fully committed to Him (2 Chron 16:9). 


