Luke 10:25-11:13; 13:22-35 – Lesson Notes – Close But No Cigar
The Big Idea: The only one way to experience life forever with God is by complete dependence on Him and faith in His Son. 
	I. Expressing Authentic Love (Luke 10:25-42)
	Key Idea: God’s standard is authentic love – love that focuses on Him and serves others. 

	1. Read Luke 10:25-28. What did the lawyer ask and what was his motive (v25)? What was Jesus’ response (v26) and evaluation of the man’s answer (v27-28)? 
	The Jewish lawyer wanted to know what he could do to inherit eternal life. This was a great question, to which everyone should have the correct answer, but his motive really was to just test Jesus. Rather than being trapped, Jesus simply asked the man what the law of Moses said. He replied with a popular synopsis of Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18 which said to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind” (might, rather than strength and mind is Deut 6:5) “love your neighbor as yourself” (this typically was referred to “Jewish” neighbors). The man had answered correctly according to the letter of the law, so Jesus told him that if he did this he would live, which was a quote from Lev 18:5 and reiterated in Ezek 20:11. The truth is, if a person could perfectly keep the law they would live – but no one can. This is Paul’s point in Galatians 3 that the law is our tutor to bring us to repentance. Essentially Jesus’ answer to the man was designed to drive him to repentance and grace, which is the only way that one can be saved and live forever. 

	2. Using Luke 10:29-37 what question was asked (v29) and how did Jesus answer (v36-37)? What elements showed mercy (v33, 34, 35)? What was Jesus’ other point (v30-33)? 
	The lawyer wanted Jesus to “sign off” on his approach to God’s standard, which was to interpret the law according to what he was able to do rather than according to what it actually meant. Actually, people can’t even keep their own version of the law, so they really can’t keep God’s version. Jesus wanted to show him how far short he fell of God’s standard, so He told him the story of the Good Samaritan, thus exposing not only his inability to keep the law, but also his bias against Samaritans. As shown by the parable a neighbor is anyone who is in close proximity and in need. The man who was beaten and robbed was ignored by the priest and Levite, but the lowly Samaritan first showed by mercy by actually seeing him, which caused him to feel compassion. Until we see people, we don’t see their need, but when we see their need it should stir up our compassion. He then came to him, bandaged his wounds with wine and oil (the medicine he had available), put him on his beast, took him to the nearest inn, took care of him, and the next day when he had to leave gave the innkeeper money to pay for his lodging and take care of him. He promised to pay whatever expenses were incurred when he returned. His compassion led him to do more than just rescue the man; he made sure he was restored as well, at his own expense. The lawyer had to admit that this man had been the neighbor, not the priest and the Levite, because he had shown mercy. Jesus then told him to go and do the same. Jesus said in another place, quoting the Old Testament, that God desires mercy, and not sacrifice (Hos 6:6; Matt 12:7). The way we treat each other shows whether or not we share the life of God, and His is the only life that offers eternal life. Jesus’ other point was that this life is available to anyone, even Samaritans, that receive and exhibit the heart of God. Of course the only way to have the heart of God is by faith, not by keeping the law. As Paul said in Rom 3:20 by the works of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight. 

	3. From Luke 10:38-42 how did Martha (v38, 40) and Mary (v39) respond to Jesus’ differently? How did Jesus deal with this (v41-42) and how should we apply His answer to us? 
	Martha welcomed Jesus into her home and proceeded to get busy preparing dinner. Mary, on the other hand, simply went and sat at His feet to listen to His word. This led Martha to complain about her sister for not helping her, and to the Lord about His lack of caring. As a result she “told” Him to make Mary help her. The problem with Martha was not her service, but her distraction from the Lord’s presence by her service. She lost sight of the fact that He was all that mattered, not her service. He didn’t want to be impressed, but just enjoyed, just as He wanted to enjoy them. That is why Jesus said that she was worried and bothered by so many things, but a few things are necessary (needful), really one. That was the part that Mary had chosen and it wouldn’t be taken away from her. The message for us is that we must keep in mind that the Lord Himself is to be our focus in everything that we do; if we are bothered or upset then we have lost our focus. Since He is the only “needful part” we must reorient ourselves if that happens. 

	II. Exhibiting Persistent Prayer (Luke 11:1-13)
	Key Idea: Persistent prayer enables us to experience the real power of God working in us. 

	4. In Luke 11:1-4 what did the disciples desire and why (v1)? What 3 areas did Jesus tell them to address in prayer (v2, 3, 4)? 
	The disciples wanted Jesus to teach them how to pray just as John had taught his disciples. This desire was stirred up in them as they observed Him praying one day. Since this was His practice and He obviously had great power and presence they wanted to learn how to have this same connection. Jesus kept His instruction on prayer short and simple. First, He said to focus on the Father and His glory; we are to pray for His name to be holy and revered and His kingdom to come. Secondly, we are to ask that He supply our needs daily, implying that prayer is a daily responsibility. Lastly, our prayer should be to deal correctly with sin – our own sin by asking forgiveness and receiving protection from the evil one who tempts us to further sin, and the sin of others by our willingness to forgive them. Our ability to experience the forgiveness of God is linked to our realization that others need our forgiveness, too. 

	5. Using Luke 11:5-10 retell Jesus’ story in your words (v5-8). What was the problem (v5-7) and solution (v8)? How is this to be applied (v9) and what is the promise (v10)? 
	Jesus’ story illustrated the importance of persistence in prayer. If a friend came to you at midnight and needed to borrow three loaves of bread for someone who just dropped in, at first you might refuse because you didn’t want to get up. But if he kept asking you would probably grant his request and be done with it just because you wanted to go back to sleep. Jesus uses this to direct our prayer; we are to keep on asking, keep on seeking, and to keep on knocking until the request is granted. Such persistence does one of two things – it either changes our prayer to line up with the will of God, or it solidifies our dependence on the Father. If we receive it too quickly we sometimes don’t appreciate that He was the only way that the desire would be fulfilled. The promise, though, is that when we persist in prayer that we will receive, find, or have the door opened to us. The reason is explained in the next three verses – because we have a good Father who wants to give us good gifts – but He wants us to know that they come from Him alone.

	6. Read Luke 11:11-13. What truth underlies prayer (v11-12)? How do our earthly and heavenly fathers differ and why is this encouraging (v13)? Who is the “ultimate” gift (v13)? Explain.
	The truth that underlies prayer is that our Father wants to give us good gifts. Even earthly fathers try to give their children what they ask for (if they are requests that are good for them) and don’t try to “trick” them with something that is bad or worthless. If we, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to our children how much more will the Father give us the ultimate good gift – the Holy Spirit. He is the ultimate good gift because all of God’s power and resources reside in His Spirit. If He is in us then we have everything that God has at our disposal. In a sense it’s like taking the bank with you – you never run out of money for whatever you need. 


	III. Exposing Misplaced Faith (Luke 13:22-35)
	Key Idea: Only faith in Jesus, rather than our own “goodness”, will allow us to enter and live forever in God’s kingdom

	7. From Luke 13:22-25 what question arose (v22-23) and why do you think it did? How did Jesus answer (v24) and how did He illustrate it (v25)? 
	As Jesus and his disciples were going through villages on their way to Jerusalem there probably weren’t as many as some expected responding favorably to Jesus’ call to true discipleship. Jesus answered that there was only one way to get into the kingdom of God, the narrow door. Truth, by definition, is narrow; Jesus is the only way to the Father (Jn 14:6). Furthermore, Jesus declared that there would be no second chance for those who had rejected Him and His ways when they died. The envisioned scene is of those who expected to be allowed into dinner after the host had shut the door simply because they had been with him earlier. 

	8. In Luke 13:26-30 what doesn’t “get you in” to heaven (v26) and what keeps you out (v27)? Describe the situation when Christ’s kingdom is ushered in (v28, 29, 30). 
	Just as in Jesus’ story many of the Jews thought that because they had been around the things of God while alive they would be allowed into the kingdom even though they had not believed in Jesus. Many feel this way today – they are around Christians, they go to church some, they do some good things – so they believe that it will go well for them when they die. Surely God won’t allow them to go to hell because they weren’t that “bad”. The problem, though, was that they didn’t believe in Jesus – knowing Him is the only way to “get in”. He told them that the Father would tell them to depart from Him because they were evildoers. They would see the patriarchs in the kingdom fellowshipping with God at the table but they would be cast out with “weeping and gnashing of teeth”. Furthermore, there would be those from the four corners of the earth “reclining at table” in the kingdom of God. God is no respecter of persons – those who are last here (Gentiles) will be first in the kingdom because they have believed in Jesus as the Son of God and Savior of the world. Conversely, those first on this earth (Jews) will be last if they fail to accept Jesus as their King.

	9. Looking at Luke 13:31-33 who wanted to kill Jesus (v31) and how did He respond to this news (v32-33)? What can we learn from this? 
	Herod wanted to kill Jesus at that time so some of the Jews told Him to run for His life. Jesus told them to go tell “that fox” that He would cast out demons and perform today and tomorrow, reaching His goal on the third day. It was His way of saying that God’s plan for Him wasn’t finished yet so Herod could do nothing to Him. The reason, among other things, that He wasn’t in danger is that a prophet could not perish outside of Jerusalem. This was a proverbial saying that showed the irony of Jewish unbelief; most of God’s prophets were murdered by the leaders of Israel that resided in Jerusalem. They would have to bear full responsibility for their sin because in Jerusalem the presence of God was most evident. The message for us is that until God is finished with us we have nothing to fear. We must daily do His will. 

	10. Using Luke 13:34-35 Who else wanted to kill Jesus (v34) and how did He feel about this (v34)? What would be the immediate (v35a) and long-term (v35b) result? 
	As Jesus alluded in the previous verse “Jerusalem” was the city that killed the prophets. This was another way of saying that the leaders of Israel entrusted with her spiritual care had actually rejected (killed) those sent from God to turn them back to Him. This made Jesus sad because He had often wanted to gather Israel to Himself as a hen gathers her brood under her wings – but she would have none of it. Because of this their “house” – temple, or nation – would be left to them desolate or empty. They would have no substance because the very God that thought they served would leave them. They would not see Jesus as their Messiah until they were able to say “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” This was a messianic quote from Ps 118:26 referring to the national acceptance of Jesus (after they had first rejected Him, Ps 118:22) by the Jews that ushered in the millennial kingdom. It was His way of saying that He would be rejected in the short term, but eventually the remnant of Israel would be saved. 

	11. Looking back over this study what do authentic love, persistent prayer and narrow faith look like and why is each a necessary ingredient for kingdom living? 
	Authentic love focuses on God and serves others, putting ourselves last. Persistent prayer similarly shows a complete dependence on God for all our needs. Faith that is narrow enough to believe solely on Jesus is the only method by which we will enter and live in God’s kingdom forever. Each is a necessary ingredient because they depend solely on God rather than our own goodness. Thus He receives all the glory. 


