Romans 2:17-3:20 - Daily Study Questions – Crash Test Dummies
The Big Idea: Since mankind, in his natural state, fails to live according to God’s law, he is in desperate need of someone to remove his guilt and make him righteous before God. 
	I. Misappropriation of God’s Promises (2:17-29)
	Key Idea: We have misappropriated God’s promises when we expect their benefits without living in obedience to Him. 

	1. Read Rom 2:17-20. Of what 6 things were Jews proud about themselves (v17-18) and what 4 abilities did they think they had (v19-20)? What attitude do you think they had because of this? 
	First, 1) the Jews prided themselves on their name “Jew”, from Judah which means “praise”. 2) They also gloried in their reliance upon the Law of Moses – they were meticulously legalistic, keeping the form of it, although not the heart and spirit of it as Jesus pointed out regularly. 3) They also boasted in God, that He had chosen them. This was true, but they should have been humbled, rather than made proud, by this. 4) They “knew His will”, having received His written revelation and 5) they believed that they approved the things that are essential – they knew the basic principles of wisdom because God had revealed these to them in His Law. 6) Finally, they were instructed out of the Law, not from human wisdom. They were also confident that they had the ability to 1) guide the blind (although Jesus said they were blind guides, Matt 23:16, 24), 2) to be a light to those in the darkness, 3) to be a corrector of the foolish, and 4) to be a teacher of the immature because they had in the Law an embodiment (meaning the full content of something) of knowledge and truth. Their attitude was one of arrogance and superiority, as seen in their description of everyone else – blind, in the dark, foolish and immature. 

	2. Based on 2:21-24 list the areas in which the Jews had failed (v21-22) and the summary of their actions (v23). What was the result of the Jews’ breaking of God’s law with regards to Him (v23) and to the Gentiles (v24)? How do we see this today? 
	The Jews had failed to teach themselves the very truths they had taught others, evidenced by their lack of obedience; they had preached to others to not steal, but they stole; they had said that no one should commit adultery, but they committed adultery (this could refer to spiritual adultery); and they abhorred idols, but robbed temples. The last one is a little hard to imagine, but possibly what they did was to take pagan idols from pagan temples thinking no one would know. The overall point is in 2:23, that they boasted in the Law, but they broke the Law, thereby dishonoring God. The other result of their hypocrisy was that God’s name was blasphemed among the Gentiles. This is obviously one of the most common criticisms of the unchurched unbelievers today – they have no use for God or church because of all the hypocrites that are there. No one wants to be told what to do by someone who doesn’t do it himself, especially if they project that they are better than the one they are admonishing. 

	3. From 2:25-27 what gave circumcision, the outward sign of Jewishness, value and what negated it (v25)? When did “uncircumcision” have value (v26) and what elevated them over Jews (v27)?  
	Even though circumcision was a divinely given sign that one was a Jew, it had no value if one didn’t live according to the Mosaic law. Rather, if one transgressed (crossed the line) the Law they were essentially one who was uncircumcised, thus negating the value of being a Jew in God’s eyes. On the other hand if one who was uncircumcised kept the requirements of the Law (which was impossible to do perfectly without faith in God’s righteousness in Jesus) his “uncircumcision” would be regarded as circumcision. This would allow one who was uncircumcised, but righteous in God’s eyes, to judge (or condemn by comparison) one who was circumcised but failed to keep the Law. Paul’s point is that outward signs do nothing for our standing with God (like baptism); only heart obedience that comes by faith pleases Him. 

	4. According to Romans 2:28-29 who is not a true Jew (v28) and who is (v29a)? What 3 things characterize true circumcision (v29)? How can you apply each of these? 
	A true Jew is not one who is merely circumcised in the flesh, and true circumcision, the kind that God approves, is not merely that which cuts away the foreskin. A true Jew, the kind that God approves, is one who is a Jew in his heart – he is devoted to God on the inside, not just the outside – and true circumcision is also that which is of the heart. This was referred to in the Old Testament (Deut 30:6) - God promised to circumcise the disobedient hearts of the Jews and their descendants. The characteristics of a circumcised heart are threefold here. First, an inward change – circumcision implies a cutting away of evil, and we must first have a repentant, changed mindset regarding sin in our lives. Next, we must live by the Spirit, guided by the personal presence of God, rather than living by an external code. This means surrendering and depending on Him, rather than simply trying harder in our flesh to do the right thing. Finally, heart circumcision is revealed by the desire to receive praise from God rather than praise from people. We obey God’s Word so that He will be pleased instead of to get the approval of men. So, we must repent of sin and seek to turn from it, we must call upon the Lord to lead us to obey Him, and refuse to allow the approval of men to satisfy, settling only for God’s praise.  

	II. Misunderstanding of God’s Faithfulness (3:1-8)
	Key Idea: God is faithful to His Word to bless those who trust Him and to punish those who sin, regardless of their effects. 

	5. In 3:1-2 what does Paul explain (v1)? Why do you think he did? What is overall advantage of the Jew and their number one blessing (v2)? 
	Paul explained that Jews do indeed have an advantage, which was important since God had made specific promises to them. Their overall advantage was that they were the chosen people of God. It might have sounded to some, though, that being Jewish was no longer significant to God since Paul had said that “your circumcision has become uncircumcision” if they were transgressors of the Law. But, he said that was not true, and then seemed as if he was going to give many advantages when he said that the benefit of being a Jew was “great in every respect”. However, he named only the first one, that they had been entrusted with the oracles, or words, of God; he didn’t resume his list of advantages until 9:4-5. 

	6. Looking at 3:3-4 what dilemma did Jewish unbelief raise (v3)? Explain. How does Paul resolve this problem (v4)? Why is this an important principle overall?  
	The fact of Jewish unbelief, which posed the problem of whether God would remain faithful to them, was then addressed by Paul. The point is that God had not changed; it was the Jews who had failed to believe in Him. He had set the standard and even though they failed to uphold the standard and were found to be liars, God would remain true to it. Thus, He would be justified in His judgment because He simply judged on the basis of His truth that He had already revealed. This is important because of the argument that people make today about God: if God loves mankind how can he send anyone to hell? The reality is that they send themselves to hell because they refuse to live according to God’s standard of righteousness and experience the consequences. It’s like the law of gravity – it doesn’t cause us to do anything, but always operates simply according to its nature. God has a standard that, if violated, carries consequences. By bringing judgment on those who fail His standard He reveals the consistency and faithfulness of His nature. 

	7. From 3:5-8 what other two objections are dealt with (v5, 7)? What is Paul’s answer to each (v6, 8)? What sinful human tendencies (v7, 8) cause each objection to be raised? 
	The next objection was based on how the backdrop of man’s sinfulness made the righteousness of God appear that much brighter. The accusation that God’s judgment of sin in light of this result made Him unrighteous was absurd. In fact, Paul answered by saying that this was a very “human” argument with man at the center, and then exclaimed “God forbid”. This was an exclamation of horror, “me genoito” in the Greek, or may it never be. Similarly, the next objection was based on the reality that a man’s lie revealed the glory of God’s truth, so man should not be judged as a sinner. Again, this is an absurd argument; if a man is a liar and sinner, he should be judged as such, regardless of the possible positive effect of his sin. This is the situation ethics argument, that the end justifies the means. God cares about both, so that argument does fly. The human tendency of both of these arguments is blame-shifting and denial of responsibility, somewhat like Adam in the Garden when he blamed his sin on God because He gave Eve to him for a wife. 

	III. Misapplication of God’s Law (3:9-20)
	Key Idea: God’s Law, rather than enabling us to be justified before God, shows us instead how sinful and guilty we are. 

	8. Read 3:9-12. In terms of true righteousness how do all people, Jews and Gentiles, compare with each other and why (v9)? Describe man’s spiritual condition before the new birth (v10, 11, 12). 
	All people are on the same level regarding their guilt before God. Because Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin, all are guilty. Before we are born again (regenerated) we are in this sinful condition, characterized by none being righteous, none understanding God’s truth, and none even seeking God. While it is true that non-believers do seek something or someone to fill the God-shaped void inside of them, they do not seek the true God, who comes to us only by His initiative through divine revelation. This is critical to understanding the magnitude of grace. On the other hand believers can seek God, and when they do they will find Him if they are sincere in their seeking (Jer 29:13). All before regeneration have turned aside from the true knowledge of God, they have become useless, and they do nothing intrinsically good. While they may do good things, they are not really unselfish, and therefore are not really good for the sake of goodness alone. 

	9. Using 3:13-18 in what 2 areas does our sinfulness outwardly show itself (v13-14, 15-17)? What are the specific sins and their results (v13-17)? What is the basic reason we do this (v18)? Apply. 
	Sinfulness shows itself outwardly in our words and in our actions. In the area of words, our throats are open graves – full of the putrefaction and stench of death, our tongues continually deceive, they seek to spew venom on their listeners, and they curse and speak bitter words to others. Similarly, our actions seek to harm others, being swift to shed blood, to cause destruction and misery, and to walk in constant conflict. Attitudinally, the reason we talk and act this way is that there is no fear of God in our eyes; mankind refuses to believe that they will be accountable to God for their actions. Man’s basic desire is to be in control, to take the place of God over everyone, and we delude ourselves into thinking that we can get away with this. 

	10. Based on 3:19-20 to whom does the Law apply (v19) and what are its effects (v19, 20)? How does 3:20 summarize Romans 1:18-3:19—what point has Paul been making?  
	The Law applies to those who are under it, or under its authority. This principle applies not only to those under the Mosaic law (Jews), but to everyone, since we are all under the law written on our conscience. Since all fail to live up the standard of God’s moral law or the Mosaic law, we all are unable to defend or justify ourselves, and therefore are rendered speechless before God. We are accountable to Him since by the works of the Law will no flesh be justified in His sight. The reality is that the Law, rather than justifying us, reveals just how sinful we really are. And this is Paul’s point in this section: we are all sinful, therefore guilty before God, and unable justify ourselves. This is the necessary “bad news” that precedes the good news to which he referred in Rom 1:16 and that he will explain in Rom 3:21-4:25. 

	11 Review how the Jews had misappropriated God’s promises (2:17-29), misunderstood God’s faithfulness (3:1-9), and misapplied God’s Law (3:10-20). Why are all guilty before God in their natural state? Why must we understand this?  
	The Jews had taken the promises that God had made to them as His chosen, covenanted people and used them as a security blanket while they disobeyed Him. They believed that simply because they had been born a Jew it didn’t matter whether they lived righteously or not; they were automatically right with God. His promises were made to true Jews, though; those Jews who obeyed God from the heart were His chosen people. Genuine obedience to God is what He seeks, and not superficial hypocrisy. They also misunderstood God’s faithfulness, thinking that it meant God had to save them in order to remain faithful to them. They conveniently overlooked that they had sinned and that sin has an already stated penalty. They also ignored the fact that sin is repugnant to God and can never bring Him glory. God is obligated by His faithfulness to punish sin, and this reveals His glory much better than the contrast that the sin provides. Also, since He is not obligated to forgive sin God doesn’t need sin to show His contrasting glory. The sun shines brightly regardless of whom it shines on; God’s glory doesn’t change whether He punishes according to His Law or forgives according to His grace - both aspects reveal Him. Finally, all people misapply the Law, thinking that it is meant to make us right, when all it really does is reveal how far short we fall from it. This means that all are guilty before God because no one does good or is righteous, and are completely incapable of seeking the true God and serving Him in their natural state. This is vital to understanding our need for God and His way of salvation, Jesus. Only when I see that He is the only way will I, by faith, begin to truly glorify Him. 


