Study Questions for 2 Peter 1

The Big Idea: It is God’s design for us to partake of His nature by taking in His Word and living on His promises.  

	I. Partaking of God’s Nature (1:1-11)
	Key Idea: As we engage the promises of God in our lives we are able to share in God’s nature. 

	1. Read 2 Peter 1:1-2. What did Peter and his readers have in common (v1), and how did it come to pass (v1)? What was his desire (v2)? 
	Peter and his readers from all over the Asian portion of the world (Turkey today) had both received (an unusual word meaning “given by lot”) a faith of the same kind (literally, same value, very precious). It had come about as God’s gift by way of (in) the righteousness of Jesus Christ. This says that faith does no good for anyone unless Christ’s righteousness is a reality. It is His righteousness that validated the faith of the Old Testament believers, and His righteousness that stands good for New Testament believers. That is why He is our God and Savior. Peter’s desire for these believers was that they have grace and peace multiplied (in abundance) to them in the knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. This means that the way we receive abundant grace and peace is through personally knowing God; the better we know Him, the more grace and peace we have. 

	2. In 1:3-4 what do believers have (v3) and by what means (v3)? What can we experience (v4) and how does this occur (v4)? Apply. 
	Believers have “everything pertaining to life and godliness (personal piety relating to God)” through the “true knowledge” (deeper personal knowledge) of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence (moral virtue). In other words as we get to know God more personally we have all we need to experience life fully and to be able to serve God effectively. We are able to do that because God’s nature begins to spill over on us/in us as we become more like Him. Through His precious and magnificent promises we will begin to partake (share in, fellowship with) of His divine nature since we have, by God’s grace, escaped the decay that is in the world through lust. This means that as we discover a promise of God and live it out in our lives we will share in His nature. God’s divine power has insured that we have all we need to be able to do that. 

	3. From 1:5-7 what qualities are we to “layer” upon each other in our lives (v5, 6, 7)? How do you think these relate to each other? 
	With diligence (enthusiasm, zeal) we are to add to our faith the quality of moral excellence. This is the same word that is used of God’s excellence in v3, and it means to be extremely virtuous, or effective in service to God. To this must be “added” (the word used for the advancing of an army towards its goal) knowledge, a word implying practical knowledge. There is nothing ethereal about this, or pertaining to “spiritual” things; this is a word of caution to add to one’s service to God a practicality that actually makes it usable for everyday life. To this knowledge must be added self-control, because if we can’t “make” ourselves carry out what we know to do, then that knowledge is worthless. Perseverance must accompany self-control because it takes more than a good start for our faith to really make a difference in others’ lives. Godliness is the next necessary addition, the word that means piety or devotion to the things of God, and to that brotherly kindness or affection. This is important because some people become so devoted to God (or so they think) that they don’t care for people at all. This is a necessary checkpoint to see if we are really devoted to God or not. Finally, we are to add love as the crowning quality in our lives, the willful choice to do what is best for everyone with whom we come in contact. Every one of these qualities has to be added to the others for any of them to have long-term effectiveness. For example if we don’t genuinely care about others it is difficult to serve God effectively, or to express love to them; if we don’t persevere our self-control ultimately means nothing. These are a complete package. 

	4. From 1:8-9 why are the qualities of 1:5-7 important (v8, 9)? What condition must be met for these qualities to have their desired effect (v8)? 
	The aforementioned qualities are important because when we do them we will be useful to God and fruitful with others as we get to know our Lord Jesus Christ intimately. It will also confirm our purpose for salvation and forgiveness, which is to serve God and others. The key thing is that these qualities need to be increasing in our lives to be truly effective. It is helpful to understand, though, that it is about progress, and not perfection. As we grow in these areas we will become more and more useful and fruitful. 

	5. Based on 1:10-11 what are we to do (v10), and with what attitude (v10)? What can we expect if we do this (v11)? 
	Since our purification (forgiveness/cleansing) from our sins should lead to lives that are useful and fruitful, we must make certain of God’s calling and choice of us with a diligent (thorough and zealous) attitude. We do this in a very practical way: we simply grow in the qualities listed in 1:5-7 and as we do we will not stumble. “Stumble” often refers to those who have made a seemingly good start on their life with God, only to discover that when something negative comes along, they turn back on their commitment. This means that they never were truly saved in the first place. But, if we are genuinely saved then we will continue on, being useful and fruitful, thus making certain of His calling and choice of us. By doing this we can expect to have our entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ abundantly supplied to us. The picture of “abundant supply” is that of having a great entourage and abundant blessings accompanying us as we enter into heaven – we won’t just get in by the “skin of our teeth”. 

	II. Pointing Others to God’s Nature (1:12-15)
	Key Idea: It is important to remind one another of the importance of living according to God’s Word.  

	6. Looking at 1:12-13 what did Peter consider necessary (v12, 13), and what did he think this would do (v13)? How can we apply this? 
	Peter considered it necessary to remind his readers of the importance of making progress in their Christian lives so that they would be able to enter heaven with no qualms. He believed that these reminders, which he was glad to do, would “stir” (to arouse the mind, wake up) his readers up – it would make them refocus on the only priorities that mattered. It is so easy to get distracted or dulled by all the temptations and pressures of life in this world, and we sometimes forget what is really worth pursuing – the kingdom of God and His righteousness. The way to overcome this is to keep on reminding and being reminded of scriptural truths. 

	7. Using 1:14-15 what did Peter believe was about to occur (v14) and why (v14)? In light of this what was his goal (v15)? 
	Peter believed that he was about to die because it had been made clear to him by the Lord. The way he phrases this is picturesque; he says he is about to “lay aside” his “dwelling”. The word, “dwelling”, could be translated “tent”, so in essence Peter is saying he is about to take down his tent and lay it aside so that he can assume his permanent dwelling in heaven. With this realization he was determined to prepare those who would follow to carry on the mantle of the gospel. Just as Jesus had told the disciples that they would be able to remember His teachings after He was gone, in the same way Peter wanted his readers to remember those same teachings whenever they needed them after his departure. 

	III. Prophetic Assurance of God’s Nature (1:16-21)
	Key Idea: Staying in the Word of God will assure us of His divine nature within us. 

	8. In 1:16-18 how did Peter “defend” his testimony (v16)? To what event in v17-18 was he referring (see Matt 17:1-8)? 
	Peter informed his readers that he hadn’t adopted some “cleverly devised” tales (we get the word “sophistry” from this, which refers to a misleading and involved argument) that were floating around about the divine nature of Jesus. Rather, he had first-hand evidence – he (along with James and John) had seen the body of Jesus transformed into a majestic, glorious body on the “Mount of Transfiguration”, and had heard God’s voice out of heaven say, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”. This experience became a defining moment for him, and followed closely on the heels of his great confession about Jesus in Matt 16:16 (“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”).

	9. According to 1:19 what effect did Peter’s experience have on his acceptance of God’s word as true (v19)? 
	Peter not only believed his experience, but his experience had convinced him of the truth of God’s Word, the Scriptures. He said that he had a “sure prophetic word”, which probably means that his experience had confirmed the truth of God’s Word that Jesus is indeed the Son of God. Because the prophetic word is sure (a solid, stable base) it is important that all of us pay attention to it, just like we would when we turn the lights on in a dark room and see what is there. The Word of God shines light into our lives and gives us light for a brand new day, just like dawn. 

	10. From 1:20-21 where do all the words of Scripture come from (v21)? Why should we trust them even though they came through a human “filter” (v20)?  
	All words of Scripture come from the Holy Spirit who spoke through men as He moved (bore them along, or carried them along) them. No prophecy of Scripture (the sacred writings is specifically being referred to) was ever made by an act of the human will, nor was it ever a result of the private interpretation of a human being (even one who was saved). Rather, the Scriptures are the product of the Holy Spirit who moved men to write them down. For that reason we can totally trust the God has not only initiated, but has also preserved, the transmission of His thoughts through the instrumentality of human language. While various personalities and temperaments can be observed in Scripture, the words themselves accurately communicate the very thoughts of God when they are studied in the languages in which they were originally written. If God is “big” enough to communicate to us through human beings, He is big enough to guarantee that the words that were used accurately convey His thoughts. 

	11. Looking back at 2 Peter 1 what do we need to do to experience God’s nature in our everyday lives (v1-11, 12-15, 16-21)? 
	To experience God’s nature in our lives we need to first know His promises and live them, and make progress in our spiritual lives. We must also stay in His Word so that we can call His truth to mind, and remind one another of these things. It is a fairly simple process – take in the Word, live out the Word, make progress in our obedience to the Word, and stay in the Word. When we do this we actually experience the nature of God. 


