Exodus 28-31 Daily Study Questions – To the Nth Degree
The Big Idea: No amount of preparation or devotion should be spared as we engage ourselves in the worship of God. 
	I. Preparation of the Priests (28:1-29:25)
	Key Idea: We can only approach God clothed in holiness and bringing the offerings He designates.

	1. Read Exodus 28:1-5. Who were the priests (v1) and what was their purpose (v1, 3, 4)? What would they wear (v4-5)? What were their garments made of (v5) and what were they made for (v2)? 
	The priests at this time were Aaron, Moses’ brother, and his four sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. Their purpose was that they should minister as priests to God. Even though the priest also ministered to the people, their primary purpose was to minister to God through their service. They were to wear a breastpiece on the outside of their ephod, a robe over this, and a checkered tunic over this. They would also have a sash around them and a turban on their head. These would be made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet material, along with fine linen. These were made for glory and for beauty since they did represent God to the people. This would help them be holy, or set apart, to God and His service. 

	2. From 28:6-35 list the elements of the priestly garments (v6, 7, 8, 9-14, 15-16, 17-21, 31). What was the purpose of the stones (v11-12, 21, 29-30) and bells (v34-35)?
	The ephod, a sleeveless outer garment that covered the priest’s body, was made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet yarn woven through fine twisted linen. It had a front and back fastened by two shoulder pieces and held together by a woven band around the waist. These shoulder pieces had on them an onyx stone set in gold filigree with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel engraved on them. These settings had corded gold chains attached to them. The purpose of the stones was for a memorial as Aaron went in before God – He would remember Israel. There were also two stones, called the Urim (lights) and Thummim (perfections) that were inside the breastpiece. Tradition has it that these were a black and a white stone that would be cast to determine the Lord’s direction, thus this was called the breastpiece of judgment. The breastpiece was attached to the outside of the ephod and was a doubled over piece of square material snugly attached to the ephod by gold chains at the four corners – two to the shoulder pieces and two to the waistband. On the outside were four rows of three precious stones representing the tribes of Israel. When the high priest would go into the Holy of Holies he would carry the judgment of the sons of Israel over his heart continually. The robe which was worn beneath the ephod would be made of blue and it would have a woven binding around the opening for the neck so it would not tear. On its bottom hem would be pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet material with bells in between them. This would allow the priest’s approach to the holy place to be heard so that he would not die when he ministered before the Lord. This may have symbolized the importance of coming deliberately into the presence of the Lord or it may have been a signal to the people to keep themselves on alert while he was ministering. Either way the wearing of all of these garments was necessary to keep the priest from dying as he served.

	3. Using 28:36-43 what was written on the plate of the turban (v36) and why (v38)? What was worn over the robe (v39-40)? What was worn under the garments (v42) and why (v43)? What’s the point?
	Engraved on the plate attached to the outside of the turban were the words, “Holy to the LORD”. This would allow Aaron and his sons to be holy, thus enabling them to take away the iniquity attached to the holy things that Israel would give for worship. Under the robe and ephod would be a tunic that stretched to the floor made of linen. Also a sash would be worn around the waist. Furthermore, linen undergarments would be worn beneath all of this so that they would not incur guilt and die. The point of all of this was how holy and consecrated the priests had to be to minister before God. The application for us is that we must not come into God’s presence flippantly or holding onto intentional sin. As the psalmist said, “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear my prayer”. We must approach God with pure hearts and clean hands. 

	4. In Ex 29:1-9 how were the priests consecrated (v1, 2-3) and how were they physically prepared (v4, 5-6, 7, 8-9)? How do you think this would affect everyone’s opinion of them?  
	The priests were to be consecrated with sacrifices – one young bull, two rams without blemish, unleavened bread and cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers spread with oil, made of fine wheat flour. These items of unleavened bread were to be put into a basket so they could be presented along with the bull and rams. Then, Aaron and his sons were to be brought before the Lord to the doorway of the tent of meeting and washed with water. Then the garments were to be placed first on Aaron – tunic, then robe, then ephod, then breastpiece, cinched up with the woven band of the ephod. Then the turban would be placed on him, and the holy crown (the plate) over the turban. He would then have anointing oil poured over his head. His sons then would have tunics put on them, girded with sashes, and they would have caps placed on their heads. These actions would “ordain” (appoint) Aaron and his sons to the priesthood as a perpetual statute and the people would always see them as holy to the Lord and set apart to Him. They would represent God to them. 

	5. Using 29:10-25 describe the ordination process (v10-14, 15-18, 19-20, 21-25). Where did the blood go (v12, 16, 20, 21) and why? What 3 offerings were made (v14, 18, 24, 25)? 
	The priests were to lay their hands on the head of the bull, slaughter it, touch some of its blood on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, then pour the rest around the base. The fat covering the internal organs, along with the kidneys were to be offered up in smoke to God while the flesh, hide and refuse were to be burned outside the camp. This was a sin offering. The ram, which was to be a burnt offering of consecration was have the hands of the priests laid on it, then slaughtered and its blood sprinkled around the altar. It was then to be cut up, washed, and offered up in smoke on the altar. The other ram was then to have the hands of the priests laid on it, then slaughtered, and its blood was to be touched to the lobe of the right ears, to the thumbs of their right hand, and to the big toe of their right feet. The rest of the blood was to be poured out around the altar, and then some of the blood and anointing oil was to be sprinkled on their garments. The fat of the ram, the kidneys, a right thing, one cake of bread and one wafer from the basket were all to be waved before the Lord as an offering then offered as a burnt offering. Finally, the breast of the ram of ordination would be offered as a wave offering, and the thigh as a heave offering. They would then be eaten as a peace offering by the priests. The three offerings symbolized their representation of the people and God – the sin offering allowed them to stand before God and serve Him, the burnt offering showed the total consecration of their lives to God, and the peace offering illustrated the fellowship we have with the Lord when we make peace with the sin in our lives. 

	II. Provision for the Priests (29:26-30:38)
	Key Idea: God provides food and spiritual protection for those who minister before Him. 

	6. According to 29:26-34 how did God provide for the priests (v26-28, 31-33)? How did the priests’ clothes (v29-30) and food (v33-34) remain holy, and why was this important? 
	God provided the breast and thigh of the ram as the portion of the priests forever - not just that of the ram of ordination but of all the peace offering sacrifices throughout the years. The clothes of Aaron would be set apart each year for the high priest to wear even when that was a different person. Their food would be boiled and eaten in a holy place strictly by the priests and any that was left over would be burned. All of this was to show that those things set apart to God were not to be profaned by “common” use. He is holy and is to be treated as such. 

	7. Looking at 29:35-46 how long would the ordination last (v35) and what were they to do each day (v36, 37-39, 40, 41)? What did God promise (v42-43, 44, 45, 46)? Apply. 
	On each of the seven days of the ordination a bull as a sin offering for atonement and purification of the altar would be offered. They were to also offer a pair of one year old lambs, one in the morning and one in the evening along with an ephah of fine four mixed with oil and wine as a libation. This would be poured over the offering and the smoke would rise as a soothing aroma to the Lord. This would be a continual burnt offering throughout all generations at the doorway. If they did this God would meet with them there and would consecrate the tent and priests for His glory. He promised to dwell among them and be their God. Then they would know that He was the Lord that brought them out of the land of Egypt. This teaches us that God desires to meet with us and shows us exactly what we must do to have fellowship with Him. For us the blood of Christ which sets us apart to Him enables us to do this. When we fellowship we grow more and more confident in who the Lord is and what He has done for us. 

	8. Using 30:1-21 describe the altar of incense (v1, 2-5) and laver (v17). Where was each (v6, 18) and what was the function of each (v7-10, 19-21)? What was required when a census was taken (v11-16)? Why (v12)? 
	The altar of incense was 18” square and 36” high. It had horns, two gold rings, and a molding around the top overlaid with gold. It had acacia wood poles overlaid with gold for carrying it. It was to be placed before the Holy of Holies and have incense burned on it morning and night, symbolically soothing the wrath of God against sin as its smoke arose. There was only one formula for the incense that God would accept. Also, once a year on the Day of Atonement Aaron would place blood on it. The bronze laver was placed in front of the Holy Place so the priests could wash their hands and feet before the entered or before they offered a burnt offering on the brazen altar. This would keep them from dying as they ministered before the Lord. Finally, when a census was taken each male over twenty years old was required to contribute a half shekel to the work of the Lord. This was atonement money and also provided for the work of the sanctuary. It would keep God from sending a plague on them for failure to provide ransom for themselves. 

	9. From 30:22-38 how was the anointing oil (v22-25) and incense (v34-36) to be made? How was each to be kept holy (v31-33, 37-38) and what were they for (v26-30, 36)? 
	The anointing oil was a mixture of spices – 500 shekels of myrrh, 250 shekels of cinnamon, 250 shekels of cane, 500 of cassia, and a hin of olive oil. It would anoint the tent and ark, along with the other items of furniture. It would also be used to set apart Aaron and his sons. No one else could make perfume like this and it could be used for no other purpose than this. The incense similarly was to be unique and used solely for its holy purpose. It was made of stacte, onycha, galbanum, and frankincense equally. It was salted, pure, and beaten finely and it would be used in the altar of incense only. Anyone who duplicated either of these was to be cut off from the people. 

	III. Practical Concerns for the Priests (31)
	Key Idea: Attention to detail and availability of time are necessary to devote ourselves to worship. 

	10. Using 31:1-18 who did God equip to build the worship center (v1-2, 6) and how (v3-6)? What were the rules for the sabbath (v12-13, 14-15, 16-17, 18)? How would the tabernacle and sabbath encourage true worship (v12-18)? 
	God equipped Bezalel of the tribe of Judah to build the worship center. He filled him with His Spirit in wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and craftmanship so he could make artistic designs in gold, silver, bronze, stone cutting and setting, and carving wood. He also appointed with him Oholiab of the tribe of Dan and equipped their hearts with skill so they could make all of these specific items as God had commanded. Another way that this would be a special worship was to safeguard the sabbath. It was to be observed by not doing any work on it to commemorate that God had created everything in six days and rested on the seventh. This would allow God’s people to be refreshed as He was. With all the elaborate detail of the worship center and with one day set apart exclusively for worship the people would be “set up” to truly worship God each week. 

	11. Summarize the way God prepared and provided for the priests physically and spiritually, and how He insured that worship would occur regularly. What does this tell us about the value God places on worship? 
	The priests were prepared by special clothes and offerings so that when they ministered it would clearly be God’s design for worship and not theirs. He gave them instructions so they would be able to approach Him in holiness and thus worship. He also provided for them by giving them holy food and holy clothes so they could worship Him. He then insured that regular worship would occur by commanding that no work be done on that day. The elaborate detail of the tabernacle, the garments of the priests, the special offerings and the setting apart of one day out of every seven for worship shows just how much God desires true worship. We must take this to heart and continue to devote ourselves to the worship of God with just as much passion as God desired from the Jewish priests.


