2-8-09 Lesson Notes - Ex 18-20 – Law and Order
The Big Idea: If we are to treat God and others with value we must follow the pattern God has laid down for us. 
	I. Dispensing Justice (18)
	Key Idea: Justice is best served when people actually know the laws and have quick access to an impartial judge.

	1. Read Exodus 18:1-12. Who came to see Moses (v1, 2, 3-4, 5-6) and why (v1)? What did Moses share (v7, 8) and how did Jethro react (v9, 10, 11)? What did the leaders then do (v12)? 
	Because Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, heard about all that God had done for Israel in bringing them out of Egypt, he came to visit them at Rephidim. He brought Moses’ wife, Zipporah, with them, along with their two sons, Gershom and Eliezer. It would seem that Eliezer was named after God delivered Israel from Pharaoh, since that is the meaning of his name (God helps). Gershom’s name indicates that he was born while Moses was still in Midian. After the typical oriental greeting Moses shared with his father-in-law all that the Lord had done to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, told him about all the hardship they had experienced, and related how God had delivered them. This caused Jethro to rejoice over all the goodness the Lord had shown to Israel by delivering them from the Egyptians and he praised the Lord aloud for this. He also declared that the LORD is greater than all the gods, proving this when the Egyptian gods dealt proudly against the people. Obviously Pharaoh represented these gods and made this into a contest between his gods and Israel’s God. Israel’s God, the LORD, won the battle and proved His superiority. Finally, Jethro took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God, and then Aaron and the elders of Israel joined him and Moses to eat a meal before the LORD. This was a fellowship meal that was essentially an act of worship. 

	2. From 18:13-27 what did Jethro question (v13-14) and how did Moses answer (v15-16)? What was Jethro’s advice (v17-18, 19-20, 21-23) and what was the result (v24-27)? What can we learn from this? 
	The next day Jethro observed that Moses sat to judge (render decisions) the people from morning until evening. He asked why Moses was doing this alone and he told him that the people came to him to inquire of God; when they had a dispute they came to him and he revealed to them the statutes of God and His laws. Jethro told him that what he was doing was not good because he would wear out, as well as wear the people out because of their long wait. The task was too heavy for him to do it alone. He told him instead to first teach the people all of God’s laws so he wouldn’t be the only one who knew God’s statutes. This would enable them to live according to the law so there wouldn’t be as many disputes. Furthermore, he told him to select able men of truth who feared God and hated dishonesty to place over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens so they could hear the minor disputes. This is the model our founding fathers used for our system of courts. The most difficult cases to decide would work they way up to Moses, just as our most difficult cases go to the Supreme Court. Moses took his father-in-law’s advice, then bade him farewell, and Jethro went back home. This story is a great lesson for us. God never intended for one man to do all of His work; His plan is for one man to teach others who would in turn teach others who would then be able to teach others (2 Tim 2:2). Also, when the span of care is decreased everyone has better access to justice, as in this situation. Similarly, discipleship and small groups enable us to minister to people in the best possible way. 

	II. Defining the Relationship (19)
	Key Idea: God calls us into a relationship with Him, but He is so awesome that He may only be approached on His own terms.

	3. Using 19:1-6 what was Israel’s next stop (v2) and when (v1)? Of what did God remind them (v3-4) and what did he specifically offer to them (v5-6)? 
	In the third month after they had left Egypt Israel stopped at Sinai and they would be there for eleven months (see Num 10:11). God reminded them of what He had done to the Egyptians and how He had born them on eagles’ wings – kicking them out of the nest but always being there to catch them – and brought them to Himself. He told them if they would obey His voice and keep His covenant that they would His own possession (special treasure) among all the peoples, a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. This means that God had chosen to have a unique, treasured relationship with Israel, that He wanted them to intercede for the nations of the earth as a priest would do for his people, and He purposed to set them apart (holy) for His own use. The premise that led to this promise was that they would listen to His voice and obey His covenant; then, He would do all of these things for them. 

	4. In Ex 19:7-15 how did Israel respond to God (v7-8)? How would He reveal Himself and why (v9)? What was His instruction (v10-11, 12-13, 15) and their response to Him (v14)? 
	When Moses told the elders what the LORD had said they answered, “All the LORD has spoken we will do”. The LORD then told Moses that He would come down to Moses in a thick cloud so the people could hear when He spoke to him, as well as believe in Moses through whom He was speaking. He then told Moses to tell the people to consecrate themselves that day and the next, to wash their garments, and to be ready on the third day because that would be the time He would visibly descend in the cloud to Mt. Sinai. They were to set bounds around the mountain so that none of them would go up the mountain or even touch its border on threat of death by stoning. They were to come up to the mountain, though, when the ram’s horn sounded a long blast. Moses also told them to not go near a woman in preparation for the third day when the LORD would descend in the cloud and meet with Moses. When Moses came down the mountain he passed these words to them and they obeyed, getting ready for the third day. 

	5. According to 19:16-19 what was Mt. Sinai like and why (v16, 18)? Where were the people (v17), what did they hear (v18, 19), and how were they affected (v16)? 
	On the third day there was thunder and flashes of lightning, a very loud trumpet sound, Mount Sinai was enveloped with smoke because the LORD descended with fire, and it quaked violently – much like a volcano erupting. This caused the people to tremble. Moses then brought them out to the mountain to meet God and they stood at the foot of it. As the ram’s horn grew louder and louder Moses spoke and the LORD answered him with thunder. 

	6. From19:20-25 who met on top of the mountain (v20) and what did God tell Moses (v21, 22, 24)? What was his response (v23, 25)? What do you think God’s point was? 
	As the LORD came to the top of the mountain in His cloud and Moses met Him there He told him to go down and warn the people to not attempt to come up and see Him, which would lead to their death. The priests who were to come near to the LORD were to consecrate (purify) themselves so the LORD wouldn’t “break out” against them. Moses told the LORD that the people couldn’t come up because he had set boundaries around the mountain as commanded, but the LORD told him to go down and come up again with Aaron. He reiterated that the priests and the people were not to come up – He really wanted to get this message across. Even though God desires to have a relationship with us He is still approachable only by invitation; He is an awesome God. In fact His presence caused all the people to tremble so much so that later they just told Moses to speak to God for them; they were afraid if He spoke directly to them they would die.  

	III. Declaring the Law (20)
	Key Idea: God gives us laws that enable us to have a loving relationship with Him and with one another. 

	7. Read 20:1-7. List the first four commands (v3, 4, 7, 8-9) and the reason for each (v2-3, 4-6, 7, 8-11). What relationship do these center on—God or others? Explain.
	The Lord first commanded the people to have no other gods before Him (literally, “before His face”). God is not meant to be greatest God in our lives, He is meant to be the only God in our lives. This is based on the fact that He has defeated all other “gods” and has redeemed His people – He had brought Israel up out of Egypt, the house of slavery. He secondly commanded that no idol be made to represent Him – nothing in heaven or earth or the seas could represent Him adequately. Idolatry was forbidden because the LORD is a jealous God – He demands full loyalty and will “visit” the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation. One meaning of this is that when fathers reject God the children up to three generation will most likely follow suit – it’s a matter of learning by watching. In contrast those heads of families that are loyal to God will experience God’s love if they love Him and keep His commands. Whereas the penalty is limited to three or four generations, the blessing of God’s grace is almost limitless – to thousands. The third commandment is to not take the LORD’s name in vain. Vanity is emptiness, so this means to not use the LORD’s name flippantly, as if it were a superstitious tool to manipulate God or others. The fourth command is to remember the sabbath day to keep it holy – no work was to be done on the seventh day in honor of God’s rest on the seventh day of the creation week. These four commandments all relate to our relationship with God – He is the only God, not to be represented by idols, His name is sacred, and He is to be honored on the seventh day each week by resting and remembering Him. Man’s relationship with God must defined before his relationships with anyone else can be meaningful.

	8. Looking at 20:8-11 what was the fourth command (v8-10)? What was its basis (v11) and what does it mean? How should we apply this today (compare Heb 4:3-10)?  
	The fourth commandment was to remember the sabbath (seventh) day by setting it apart (keeping it holy). No work was to be done on this seventh day each week because this was God’s example. He worked for six days as He created everything, but He rested on the seventh, making it holy (set apart); it was to be special. While this tells us that we should have one day out of every seven in which we stop to remember God, setting the day apart as a special day, it is more than that. We are told in Hebrews 4 that our real rest is our rest in Christ; we are to rest from having to do good works to be right in God’s eyes. Christ has already accomplished righteousness for us and we are to simply rest in Him as we “work out our salvation” (Phil 2:13). When we rest 24-7 in Christ this brings even greater honor to God than merely resting physically one day a week. 

	9. Using 20:12-17 what are the last five commands (v12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17) and their meanings? Upon what relationships do these focus? 
	The fifth commandment is for children to honor their parents. This comes with the promise that God will prolong our days on the earth if we do. This makes sense because those who honor the basic element of society – family – will more easily learn from them how to wisely live, thus bringing them a longer life on average. However, this is a special promise from God as well (see Eph 6:1-3), and provides extra incentive to uphold the family, God’s first place for evangelism. The sixth command prohibits killing, in the sense of murder (the literal meaning of the word). This means that self-defense or war is not prohibited, but the intentional, unprovoked taking of the life of another is. The commandment to not steal is given next, underscoring the right to private property in God’s eyes. Not bearing false witness is the ninth commandment, which includes lying in general. Specifically, though, this was vital for true justice to be upheld in society. Finally, coveting is forbidden, the desire to have that which God has not chosen to give you – whether it is your neighbor’s house, wife, servant, animal, or anything else. We are to be content with God’s portion for us. All of these commands deal with our relationship with our fellow man. Thus, if we follow the ten “words” (literal rendering) we will have good relationships with both God and man. 

	10. From 20:18-26 how did the people react to all of this (v18-19, 21) and what did Moses tell them (v20)? By what means were they to approach God (v22-23, 24, 25-26)? Apply. 
	When the people heard God speaking, observed the thunder and lightning, heard the trumpet, and saw the mountain smoking they trembled and stood at a distance (they moved away from the foot of the mountain). When they asked Moses to do all the talking he told them to not be afraid, letting them know that God was just testing them and reinforcing the need to reverence Him so they would not sin. God then again told them to not approach Him with idols but to make earthen altars upon which to offer their sacrifices. This reinforces that we cannot come before God without a blood sacrifice because we are sinful and there must be death to pay for that. These altars were not be made of stone because that would require wielding a tool to make them, which would symbolize violence. Violence profanes the worship of the LORD. Also the altar was not to have steps so that a person’s nakedness would not be exposed as they went up to the altar. If they would follow these “rules” they would be blessed as they worshiped the LORD at the place where He caused His name to be remembered. All of this tells us that there is a right way to approach God – through the blood (of Christ) and with an attitude of reverence. Although He is approachable He is also a holy God and He decides how we obtain access to Him. 

	11. Review Ex 18-20. What principles would govern the relationship between God and His people (Ex 19-20) and what was the basis of it (Ex 19)? How would they all receive justice (Ex 18)? 
	We are to relate to God with reverence and obedience and to each other with justice. Everyone has equal access to Him if they go through the blood and follow the pattern that He has laid down. Also, everyone is to have equal justice since all are equal in God’s eyes. It is crucial to have no other gods before the LORD, to make no idols, to not carelessly bear His name, and to refuse to not rest in Him, seeing our efforts instead as the source of blessing. We must honor our parents and family, value life and others’ property, uphold justice and be content with what we have. The basis of these statutes is that fact that God redeemed us and treats us all with value. This is also the reason that we are to insure that every person receives justice by reducing the span of care to as low as possible. 


