John 7:1-8:11 - Daily Study Questions – Stayin’ Alive
The Big Idea: The source of life is Jesus, who quenches our spiritual thirst and restores broken lives. 
	I. Overcoming Confusion (7:1-24)
	Key Idea: When we are willing to do God’s will we will overcome our confusion and accept Jesus as the answer to life. 

	1. Read John 7:1-9. What did Jesus’ brothers tell Him (v1-3) and why (v4)? What was their attitude (v5)? What was Jesus’ response (v6-8, 9) and what did He mean? 
	Jesus’ brothers told to leave home and go to Jerusalem so everyone could see His works (miracles). They were obviously unaware that He had done signs in Jerusalem already and apparently didn’t think much of the miracles He had done in Galilee. Of course He had not been able to do many miracles in His home town because of the unbelief there (Mark 6:5-6) and His brothers illustrated this unbelief. They implied that His agenda was to gain a following so they told Him to go to a public forum like the Feast of Tabernacles and perform His “miracles”. He answered them by saying that His time was not yet, but theirs was always “opportune” (prepared, ready). In other words they had no significant objective to accomplish, but Jesus was on a “mission from God”. The timing of His mission was impacted by the hostility of the world against Him; they hated Him because He testified that their works were evil. His brothers easily fell in that category as well, so He would not be manipulated by their attempts to get Him to “show off” (similar to Satan’s temptation in the wilderness). If Jesus went too quickly and garnered too much attention He might have been captured prematurely by the Jewish leaders. It was not yet that time or “hour”. 

	2. Using John 7:10-13 how did Jesus go to the Feast after His brothers left (v10)? Why do you think He did? What were the attitudes towards Him at the feast (v11, 12, 13)? 
	Jesus did go to the Feast without a public entrance, which was important since many, especially the Jewish leaders, were looking for Him. In addition the multitudes were grumbling about Him, with many saying He was a good man and others accusing Him of being a deceiver or false messiah who was leading the multitudes astray. The atmosphere regarding Him was very tense, though, because the Jews had apparently banned them from talking about Him. 

	3. From John 7:14-18 what did Jesus do at the Feast (v14) and what was the reaction (v15)? What did Jesus tell them (v16-18) and what did this mean? How can we apply v17? 
	Rather than performing miracles at the Feast Jesus went up into the Temple and began to teach. As before even Jesus’ teaching caused many to marvel, including the leaders who wondered where He had become so learned since none of the rabbis had taught Him. Jesus explained that the source of His amazing teaching was the Father, not Himself, and that anyone who was willing to do the Father’s will would know that He spoke from God. Furthermore, He told them that anyone who spoke from themselves was seeking their own glory (a reference to them), but those who seek the glory of the One who sent them is true and has no unrighteousness. Jesus, therefore, showed that His teaching and His character were true and righteous because His motive was only to glorify His Father. The principle of verse 17 is an important one, because it tells us that the reason many do not understand the Bible (the will of God) is because they have no “will” to follow Him. We will only have understanding when we are willing to obey. 

	4. In John 7:19-24 of what did Jesus accuse the Jews (v19) and how did they react (v20)? How did He defend His statement (v21, 22-23, 24)? 
	Jesus accused the Jews of trying to kill Him but they vehemently denied this. He didn’t back down, though; He told them that when He had healed a man on the Sabbath that they had become angry (to the point of wanting to kill Him) with Him. He reminded them that they performed the Mosaic law of circumcision on the Sabbath and they considered that to be acceptable. This was given to make a man able to commune with God, but when He made a man completely well on the Sabbath they were angry. He told them to see to the heart of the matter and judge not just on appearances. 

	II. Obeying True Thirst (7:25-53)
	Key Idea: If we will obey our true spiritual thirst we will discover and receive Jesus as the living water that quenches it. 

	5. From John 7:25-30 what surprised some of the people (v25-26), what did they wonder (v26), and what question was raised (v27)? What was Jesus’ reply and one result (v28-29, 30)? 
	Some of the people were surprised that the Jewish leaders weren’t apprehending Jesus so they could kill Him, especially in light of the fact that He was speaking publicly. They wondered if they possibly had had a change of heart, thinking now that Jesus was the Messiah (Christ). Their idea was that Jesus couldn’t be the Messiah because they thought that they knew where He was from, but the current thinking was that no one would actually know where the Messiah was from. This was based on a misinterpretation of Is 53:8 and Mal 3:1 (the Lord would “suddenly come into His temple”). The idea was that although he would be born in Bethlehem, when He appeared as the Messiah no one would know where he was from. However, they knew that Jesus had grown up in Nazareth, so He didn’t fit the prophecy in their minds. Jesus told them that they did know where He was from, not meaning Nazareth, but referring to the Father who had sent Him. He had not come on His own authority, but on the authority of His Father. This is the reason He knew the Father because He had come from Him. This claim caused the rulers to try to seize Him, but no one could do so because His hour had not yet come. 

	6. Using John 7:31-36 what was another response to Jesus (v31), how did the Pharisees react (v32), and what did Jesus’ reply mean (v33-34)? What question did this raise (v35-36)? 
	Even though the Jewish leaders were seeking to kill Jesus, many of the multitudes believed in Him. Their reason was that they could not imagine anyone else claiming to be the Messiah performing more signs/miracles than Jesus had. When the Pharisees heard this they collaborated with the chief priests to send officers (of the temple) to seize Him. Jesus told them, though, that He would be with them a little while longer and then go to Him (the Father) who had sent Him. Furthermore, they would not be able to go there or find Him there. They wanted to know what He meant by this, posing that He might be going into Gentile territory (the Diaspora) to teach the Greeks. This was probably spoken mockingly, but the irony is that the gospel would indeed be taken to the Gentiles. 

	7. Read John 7:37-39. What did Jesus declare (v37-38) and when (v37)? What was He promising (v37, 38) and how would this be fulfilled (v39)? Explain. 
	Jesus stood up on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles and cried out (loudly) that if any man was thirsty that he should come to Jesus and drink. This was significant because there was a ceremony on this day in which the High Priest carried a golden container filled with water from the Pool of Siloam back to the temple to symbolize God’s miraculous provision of water in the wilderness wanderings. As they came to the Water gate there were three trumpet blasts and they recited Is 12:3 which said “with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” The water also symbolized the blessing of adequate rainfall for their crops. Jesus, therefore, was teaching that He was the living water that would provide for their needs, especially in the spirit of Is 55:1, “let him who thirsts come and drink without money and without cost.” When a person accepts Jesus’ invitation to believe in Him he will not just receive this “living” water, but this water will flow out of his innermost being to refresh not only his life, but the lives of those around him. Jesus actually was referring to His Spirit, meaning that His Spirit would come to reside inside of believers and flow out of believers. This would result in a true quenching of spiritual thirst when the Spirit was given after Jesus was glorified. 

	8. In John 7:40-53 identify the reactions to Jesus (v40, 41-43, 44). How did the officers respond and why (v45-46), and what was the Pharisees’ (v47-49, 52) and Nicodemus’ (v50-51) responses? 
	The first reaction of some was that Jesus certainly was “the Prophet”. This was a messianic reference based on Deut 18:15, but apparently some weren’t sure if “the Prophet” was actually going to be one and the same as the Messiah. Others were clearly saying that He was the Christ (Messiah). Others disagreed, saying that the Messiah was not going to come from Galilee. They were right – He was to come from Bethlehem – but they weren’t even willing to investigate where He actually was born; rather, they were must making an assumption. There was a division among the multitudes, and some actually wanted to seize Him. When the officers returned without Jesus in custody the leaders asked why they had not brought Him. They answered with another opinion of Him – “Never did a man speak the way that this man speaks”. The Pharisees countered this by asking if they, too, had been led astray, saying that none of the rulers or Pharisees had believed in Him. Only the “accursed” multitude had believed in Him. Nicodemus, however, diverged from their condemnation; he told them that the Law was not to judge a man until it had heard him first. Rather than accepting this, even though correct, they simply asked Nicodemus if he was from Galilee, too. Further, they echoed the erroneous assumption that Jesus couldn’t be legitimate because He was from Galilee, and no prophet could arise from Galilee. Name calling and false assumptions formed the basis of their defense. 

	III. Opposing Hypocrisy (8:1-11)
	Key Idea: In order to restore broken lives we must oppose hypocrisy because it condemns others. 

	9. Looking at John 8:1-6 what was Jesus doing (v1-2) and what occurred as He did (v3)? What question was posed to Jesus (v4-5) and why (v6)? 
	Jesus went back to the temple the next morning to teach and “all the people” were coming to Him. In the midst of this hunger for His teaching the scribes and the Pharisees set a trap for Him. They brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery and asked Jesus what He thought they should do since the Law of Moses commanded them to stone her. The problem was that the Roman government was in charge so if He commanded stoning, then He would be in trouble with the Roman government; but if He said not to stone her because of this He would be violating the Mosaic Law. This would be a ground for accusation against Him, to discredit Him in the eyes of the people. Jesus, instead of immediately responding, stooped down and began to write on the ground with His finger. 

	10. Based on John 8:6-11 how did Jesus handle this “dilemma” at first (v6)? What did they do (v7) and how did He respond (v7-8)? What resulted (v9, 10-11) and what can we learn? 
	The leaders continued to press Jesus on this question, so He stood up and told whoever was without sin to cast the first stone. This would first of all involve them in the execution, and being the Jewish leaders, this would be more logical than asking Him to do it. It would also show them that condemning someone and actually casting the stone amounts to the same thing. Furthermore, it showed that no individual can make such a judgment; the proper approach was to take her before the court, hear the evidence, and then pronounce a verdict. Since individuals are not without sin they are not capable of judging or condemning anyone else because they are under judgment as well. Having said His piece He began to write on the ground again (possibly the Ten Commandments?) and they all began to leave one at a time – starting with the older ones. They were more easily convicted of their sinfulness and inability to judge anyone because they were more aware of their sinfulness. When Jesus was left alone with the woman He asked where her accusers were and if anyone had condemned her. She said, “No one”, and Jesus said they He didn’t either; but He did tell her to go her way and to sin no more. The point is not condemnation of sin, but not sinning. The Law was not given to simply condemn us, but to make us realize that not sinning is the goal of our lives before God. Jesus wants to restore people, not condemn them, and we should be the same. 

	11. Review Jesus’ agenda in relation to the Feast—why He waited to go, what His teachings were about, who He resisted, and who He restored. What can we learn from this?
	Jesus wanted to go to the Feast to continue to reveal to the people who He was, but this would primarily be through His teaching. He had given them enough signs to believe in Him, so the test would be whether they believed His teaching or not. His teachings continued to reveal that He knew the Father, had come from the Father to reveal Him, was going back to the Father, and that if anyone believed in Him their spiritual thirst would be quenched. He resisted the attempts of His brothers to force Him to show His hand prematurely, and the attempts of the religious leaders to trap Him into breaking the Law. Rather than being led to hurt others, He restored those who were aware of their sin – like the adulterous woman. Jesus had no desire to defend Himself, but rather to accomplish the mission that the Father had given Him.


