Study Questions for Joshua 13-19 – Nine-Tenths of the Law
The Big Idea: To truly live in God’s promises we must seize them by faith and pursue them in every detail of our lives. 
	I. Forging Ahead (13-15)
	Key Idea: When we recognize the promises of God we must actively pursue them. 

	1. Read Joshua 13:1-7. What did God tell Joshua (v1)? How much land remained to be possessed (v2-6) and how were they to do it (v6)? Who was it for and what was the first step (v7)? 
	God told Joshua that even though he was old that much of the land remained to be possessed. They had broken the back of the enemy, but they had not possessed the cities and towns specifically. This is where the great “payoff” was, because living in towns they didn’t build and eating from harvests that they didn’t plant would be a gracious blessing. To do this, though, they had to divide the portions of the land among the individual tribes – 9 ½ west of the Jordan and 2 ½ east of the Jordan - and each had to fight to dispossess the Canaanites in their area. God outlined for Joshua the land for the 9 ½ tribes – from the Philistine region (by the Mediterranean Sea) to Shihor, east of Egypt, to Sidon and Lebanon in the north, and the Jordan River to the east. This was a huge area to possess, but it would happen as they fought the Canaanites because God would drive them out before Israel as they did. 

	2. In 13:8-14:5 what land did the 2 1/2 tribes receive (v8-12, 15-23, 24-28, 29-32), but how did they fail (v13)? Who didn’t get an inheritance and why (v14, 33)? How did the 9 1/2 tribes get theirs (14:1-5)? 
	Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh received the land to the east of the Jordan just as Moses had promised. This went northward from the Arnon river (near the middle of the Dead Sea) to just south of Damascus in Syria. Ammon was to the east, and Moab and Edom was to the south. Reuben received a smaller portion in the south, and then Gad had a larger portion in the central region, while the half-tribe of Manasseh had the largest portion in the north. Overall their land mass was about two-thirds of the land to the west of the Jordan. Unfortunately they failed to drive out the Geshurites and Maacathites in the northern part of Gad so that they lived among them to that day. The Levites, though, didn’t receive an inheritance of land because the Lord was their inheritance; they would dwell among the tribes of Israel so they could perform their priestly work among them. 

	3. From 14:6-15 who made a request from the tribe of Judah and why (v6-8, 9)? How would you describe him (v8, 10-11, 12)? What was his request (v12) and the result (v13-15)? Apply. 
	After the land was divided Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, came to Joshua and reminded him of God’s promise to him through Moses forty-five years earlier. After he and Joshua had spied out the land when he was forty they brought back word that they could take the land with God’s help, although the other ten spies were faithless and had a negative report. Because Caleb had “followed the Lord fully” Moses had promised the land that he had looked at to him and his children forever. He described himself as strong at eighty-five for war and for activity as he was in the days of Moses. He revealed that he was a man of faith by asking for the hill country even though the Anakim (giants) lived there in great and fortified cities. He believed the Lord would be with him and that he would be able to drive them out of their territory because the Lord had said so. The result of Caleb’s request was that Joshua blessed him and gave him Hebron for an inheritance. Caleb’s example speaks to us that as long as the Lord has promised we need not hold back, but rather move forward to fulfill His Word. In addition it shows us that our age need not be a factor if the Lord has spoken, and we need to relegate those who are older to irrelevance. The faithfulness of the person matters more than their age.

	4. Using Joshua 15 outline Judah’s border (v1-12) and cities (v20-63). Where did Judah fail (v63)? 
	Judah’s border began at Edom’s border and the Dead Sea to the east and the wilderness to the south. The north side was from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan, angling through Jerusalem, and then went to the Mediterranean on the west. They also possessed over 115 cities in this region. Unfortunately, they failed to drive the Jebusites out of Jerusalem so that they lived among Israel to that day; it would be about four hundred years later that David would conquer Jerusalem. 

	5. What did Caleb do (15:13-15) and what did he promise (v16)? Why was this wise as a father? What were the results (v17, 18-19) and what principles does this passage reveal? 
	After Caleb received his portion of Hebron he drove out the three sons of Anak, and then went up against the inhabitants of Debir. He promised to anyone who attacked Debir his daughter, Achsah, as a wife. This guaranteed that a courageous man of faith would be his son-in-law, and this was fulfilled. Othniel, Caleb’s nephew, who later became a judge in Israel, captured Debir and received Achsah as a wife. She was like her dad; she told her husband to ask her dad for a field. When Caleb came to her she also asked for springs of water since her land was in the southern desert region (the Negev) and he gave her the upper and lower springs. This passage shows us several things. First, Caleb fought the giants first, rather than delaying this task. It is best to get the toughest job done first; after that everything will seem easy in comparison. Also, men of courage and faith seek young men of courage and faith for their daughters. Such dads provide this model for their daughters and they won’t be satisfied with someone less. Another thing this passage reveals is that the daughters of men of courage and faith will usually be women of courage and faith as well. They will not be afraid to boldly ask their dads for what they need. The Bible does not call women to be “wallflowers” or doormats; as we see in Prov 31 they are people of faith, initiative, courage and energy. 

	II. Facing the Issues (16-17)
	Key Idea: Even though it may not be easy we must overcome the issues that keep us from realizing the promises of God. 

	6. Based on 16:1-10 whose border was depicted (v1) and what was it (v1-3, 4-9)? What did they not do and what was the result (v10)? Do you think this was good or bad? 
	The border of Ephraim was depicted next, proceeding from the Jordan near Jericho and northward towards Bethel. Within its borders were the notable cities of Shiloh, Mizpah, and Gezer. The territories of Dan and Benjamin separated Ephraim from Judah to the south. Unfortunately for Ephraim they could not drive the inhabitants of Gezer and they, like the Jebusites in Judah, lived among the tribe of Ephraim until that day. They were subjected to forced labor and while that was better than nothing there were two problems. First, this violated the command of God to completely dispossess the inhabitants of each land. Secondly, these Canaanites would later rise up to cause problems for Israel. They would intermarry with them and lead them into idolatry as Israel departed from their commitment to the true God. As a picture of how Christians are to deal with sin we must not allow it to coexist with the Spirit in our lives; we must put to death the deeds of the flesh (Rom 8:13) so that we can live to Him. 

	7. From 17:1-18 what three issues faced Manasseh (v1-6, 7-12, 14) and how did Joshua resolve the first (v4) and last (v15-18)? What occurred with the 2nd issue (v13)? 
	Manasseh, who had a large territory on the western and eastern side of the Jordan River had to deal with three issues. First, one of the families of Manasseh, Zelophehad, grandson of Gilead, had no sons, only daughters. This would normally mean that there would be no inheritance given, but they came to Joshua and the leaders and asked for their portion, based on the law of Moses (Num 27:11). So, Joshua gave them their rightful portion. Thus the law foreshadowed the equal status of women and men in the kingdom (although not the same roles) that would come as a result of the spread of the gospel to the entire world (Gal 3:28). The next issue that was revealed was similar to that of Judah and Ephraim. In Beth-shean and its towns, Ibleam and its towns, Dor and its towns, En-dor and its towns, Taanach and its towns, and in Napheth the Ephraimites could not drive the Canaanites out. When Israel was strong these inhabitants became forced labor, but they did not drive them out completely. So, essentially they failed to obey God. Finally, the sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, told Joshua that they had not been given enough land, although it had been determined divinely by lot. Joshua told them that they could have the forest land, too, and clear a place for themselves there among the Perizzites and the Rephaim (who were also giants). They told Joshua that the hill country was not enough and the valley was inhabited by Canaanites who had iron chariots. Joshua didn’t relent, however; he told them that they were numerous and powerful, so the extra lot they would have would be the hill country. They would be able to drive out these Canaanites with God’s help even though they were strong. 

	III. Finishing the Task (18-19)
	Key Idea: For us to fully enjoy God’s promises we must apply faith and obedience to every detail of our lives.

	8. In 18:1-10 who gathered and where (v1)? and what did they do there (v1)? What was Joshua’s advice and why (v2-3), and what was the solution (v4-7)? What did they do (v8-10)?
	The entire congregation gathered before Joshua at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting there since the land was subdued before them. There were seven of the tribes, though, who had not divided their inheritance. Joshua asked them why they delayed taking possession of their land which the God of their fathers had given them. He then told them to take three men from each tribe to survey the land so they could divide it into seven portions. They were to walk through it and write a description of it for Joshua. Then he would cast lots before the Lord and everyone would have their portion of land. The Levites were the only exception because the priesthood of the Lord was their inheritance. The men went out as Joshua commanded them and described it in seven divisions in a book. Then, Joshua cast lots for them and each one received their allotment. 

	9. Scan 18:11-19:48. Outline the allotment of each of the 7 tribes (18:11-28; 19:1-9, 10-16, 17-23, 24-31, 32-39, 40-48)? What stands out about Simeon (19:9) and Dan (19:47)? 
	The tribes of Benjamin and Dan received allotments between Judah and Ephraim, and Simeon received an allotment within the territory of Judah. Zebulun, Isaachar, Asher and Naphtali all received their portion north of Manasseh. The fact that Simeon received their portion in the midst of Judah’s would mean that later they would dissolve into their territory. Dan’s approach, though, was different. Rather than accepting their “lot” because of their inability to conquer its inhabitants, they went northward and fought against the town of Leshem, a defenseless city in the extreme northern end of Canaan. Later, this geographical location would result in their dissolution among the nations, so that they would also be a “lost” tribe. It would have been better for them if they had courageously fought for their divinely appointed possession. 

	10. Using 19:49-51 who received the last inheritance (v49) and why (v50)? What can we learn from the fact that he was last? What is significant about 19:51?  
	The last inheritance was given to Joshua specifically, the city of Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. He then built the city and lived there. It is significant that Joshua took his inheritance last, the one who had been used of the Lord to lead Israel to conquer the land. God’s leaders are to be servants of His people, so it should not be surprising that they go last rather than first. This was the teaching of Jesus. In 19:51 it is significant that the allotments were divine gifts, given before the Lord – thus they could not be given up lightly, and were part of the identity of that tribe. That is what makes Dan’s forfeiture of his divine allotment for land further north sinful. 

	11 Looking back over Josh 13-19 what did Caleb do (14-15) that Israel failed to do (13:13, 15:63, 16:10, 17:12)? What can we learn from this about the difference between conquering the territory and possessing the land? How can you apply this to your life?
	Caleb, by faith, asked for the land promised to him although it would be difficult to conquer if viewed only from a human perspective. He knew that the only life worth living was one of faith in the Lord. Therefore, he also sought a husband for his wife that would possess this kind of faith. He modeled the standard and then sought to have that standard passed down to his grandchildren. He also raised a daughter who had the faith and courage he had as well. Caleb’s exercise of faith in the Lord and courage based on Him was in stark contrast to the rest of Israel. Four different times it is recorded that a tribe failed to drive out the inhabitants of a particular city or region, although they subjugated them to forced labor. This shows that faith must have courage to begin its conquest, but it must also persevere to take full possession of God’s promise. This illustrates the difference between conquering the overall territory and failing to possess our particular portion of the land. Taking full possession of the land requires continuing faith and detailed obedience. The pockets of disobedience will always rob us of the vitality of our walk with the Lord. On the other hand if we put to death the deeds of the flesh we will live. We must make no provision for the flesh (Rom 13:14), but rather crucify the flesh with its passions and desires (Gal 5:24). While we are all a “work in progress” when it relates to subduing our old nature by the Lord’s strength, we must not say it doesn’t matter or is impossible. God’s plan for us is to walk in His promises, to seize the life to which He has called us, and to let His light shine through this to the world so that they will glorify Him. 


