Study Questions for Hebrews 10:19-11:40

The Big Idea: God calls us to show the genuineness of our faith by heart-felt obedience and unfailing endurance.
	I. Devote Yourself to God (10:19-25)
	Key Idea: As we draw near to God and hold one another accountable we will maintain our devotion to God. 

	1. Read Hebrews 10:19-25. What 3 things are we told to do (v22, 23, 24-25)? Why (v19-21)? In your own words, how can you do these 3 things?
	We are told to “draw near”, “hold fast”, and “consider how”. 1) The first has to do with our relationship with God. We are to “draw near” to Him with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith. “Assurance” means boldness, knowing that God wants us to be in His presence; this is possible because of Christ’s work for us. But we must draw near with sincere, or true, hearts because outward appearances have no value. 2) We are also to “hold fast” the confession of our hope without wavering. This is our part in the equation. Holding fast means to have a tight, unrelenting grip on that which we possess, which here is the confession of our hope. We have said we believe in Jesus as God’s way of salvation and we must hold to this confession tightly without wavering – without toppling over. It is important to remember, though, that God is the One who is faithful – He will enable us to firmly hold onto our confession. 3) Finally, we are told to “consider how” to stimulate one another to love and good works – this is the “others” part of the equation. Without the support of drawing near to God and receiving encouragement from others we will not be able to hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering. The word for encouragement or stimulate is a very strong word which means to stir up, provoke, or bring to a boil. In other words we are to do whatever it takes, even if it means getting in one another’s faces to keep us faithful to our confession of hope. This is possible, however, when we don’t “forsake” the assembling of ourselves together. The word forsake here means to utterly abandon, to move to a different place altogether. It implies that a conscious decision has been made to not participate in the assembled church (not the “scattered” church). When we fail to show up at church we will not be able to sustain the confession of our hope. It only makes sense to do these things because the way has been prepared for us by Christ to actually engage them. 1) First, His blood has paid the price for our sins; 2) secondly, His flesh has been broken so that there is no barrier to the presence of God now (the veil of the temple is obliterated and we now enter the holy of holies through Him); 3) thirdly, Jesus is our great high priest over the house of God. So, we must draw near with full assurance, with hearts sprinkled with [His] blood, and with bodies washed with pure water (this probably refers to the washing of the water of the Word which Christ spoke to us at salvation – John 15:3, Eph 5:25-26). In summary, daily draw near to God, daily remain faithful to my confession of hope in Him through the Word, prayer, service and sharing, and consistently remain involved in the assembled fellowship of believers – in our case ABFs, life groups, worship services, and whatever else we have made a commitment to. 

	II. Don’t Defect from God (10:26-39)
	Key Idea: Our refusal to defect from God will prove the genuineness of our faith. 

	2. According to 10:26-31 if the sacrifice of Jesus is rejected (v26) what can a person expect (v26-27, 30-31)? Why (v28-29)? 
	The “sinning willfully” of v26 refers to deliberately abandoning the assembly of Christians (v25), which amounts to rejecting Jesus as the Messiah. The author’s point is that if a Jew or anyone else does that, there is no other sacrifice for sins because the Old Covenant is now obsolete. Consequently, rejecting Jesus as the Christ (Messiah) will result in a certain, terrifying expectation of judgment, and the expression of God’s vengeance. After all, a more severe punishment than that of the Mosaic law is to be expected when the Son of God has been trampled underfoot (treated as of no value), when the blood of the New Covenant (Jesus’ blood) has been regarded as unclean, and the Spirit of grace has been insulted by the rejection of Jesus as Messiah. 

	3. From 10:32-39 how had these Christians shown their faith (v32-34)? What are we told not to do (v35, 38-39) and to do (v36, 39), and what are the consequences of each (v35-36, 38-39)?
	These Hebrew Christians had endured a great conflict (the word from which we get “athlete”) of sufferings, meaning that they had been put to the test but had not thrown in the towel. This had occurred as they were made public spectacles directly through reproaches (verbal assaults) and tribulations (compressed, like being pulled through a very narrow opening). They also experienced this indirectly as they stood with those who had to endure such things – by seeing them in prison, and even accepting the confiscation of property because they were identified with them. They did this because they new that they had a better possession in store for them. Based on this they were encouraged to not throw away their confidence in Christ, but rather to endure, which would result in great reward – they would receive what was promised. By enduring they would show that they were truly believers; if, however, they “shrank back” (or retreat under cover, possibly in shame) they would show that their faith was not genuine and they would receive destruction. This is a recurring theme throughout the New Testament: true believers show their faith by enduring to the end, and false believers show their unbelief by falling away from their commitment to Christ. 

	III. Demonstrate Faith in God (11)
	Key Idea: Genuine faith is demonstrated when we sincerely obey God’s Word.  

	4. From Heb 11:1-3 how is faith defined (v1), what does this mean, and what does it do for us (v2)? What is one example of it (v3)?  
	Faith is defined as the “assurance of things hoped for” (NIV, “being sure of what we hope for”) and the “evidence of things not seen” (NIV, “certain of what we do not see”). “Assurance” refers to “that which stands under”, like a foundation, or a sense of confidence that underlies everything we do; “evidence” refers to the deep conviction or feeling that we have when something is proved beyond a shadow of a doubt. We can’t “see” faith, but we feel it deeply. We just “know that we know that we know” even if we can’t prove it with a repeatable demonstration. Such faith leads to God’s approval, which is what everyone ultimately seeks whether they realize it or not. One example of this faith is the acceptance that the universe and all it contains were created by God out of nothing. There is no way to have a deep conviction of this other than the fact that the Bible says that’s the way it happened. Faith is believing deeply that which we can’t see just because God says it. 

	5. Based on 11:4-7 give another definition of faith (v6b). What 3 examples of faith are given (v4, 5, 7) and how do they illustrate this definition?
	Another definition of faith is “believing God is”, that is, “exists”, and that He rewards (pays as their wages) those who diligently seek Him. We must believe in the existence of God, in His personal nature, and in His faithfulness to His promises. One example of this faith is Abel, who offered a sacrifice according to what God had revealed (a blood sacrifice as God had done for Adam and Eve) and was rewarded by the approval of God. A second example was that of Enoch who day by day walked with God (he was a diligent seeker of God) and was rewarded by being taken up to God without experiencing death. Finally, Noah believed God’s pronouncement of impending judgment and built an ark of salvation because God told him to do so. He had never seen rain before but believed a flood would occur since God said so. As a result he became an heir of righteousness.

	6. Looking at 11:8-12 how did Abraham and Sarah demonstrate faith (v8, 9, 11)? What did they believe (v10, 11) and what resulted (v12)? 
	Abraham demonstrated his faith by obeying the call of God to leave his home and go to an unknown land, and by living as an alien in this land of promise, as one who is temporarily in a place and is unable to put down permanent roots. Sarah also received the ability to conceive a child when she was 90 years old because she believed that God would do this for her. Interestingly she laughed at first when she heard the promise, but did believe when challenged by the Lord about her response. Abraham and Sarah both believed that God would do that which seemed impossible, and which was humanly inconceivable, simply because He said He would. Then, they acted upon that belief because it was as real to them as if it had already occurred. In fact they were looking even beyond the earthly fulfillment of the promise to the ultimate fulfillment of a spiritual home with God and the spiritual seed (Jesus) of God. The reward of their faith was the blessing of so many descendents that they could not be counted – because the spiritual as well as physical descendents of Abraham were included. 

	7. Using 11:13-16 what were the “men of old” looking for (v14-16), and what was their attitude about God’s promises (v13)? How does this affect God (v16)? 
	These “men of old” were looking not for a country of their own, but the country where God is, in heaven. Since it says they could have returned “these” in v13 must refer to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob specifically. In a general sense, though, faith is ultimately choosing heaven over this earth, and choosing to be part of God’s kingdom over building our own earthly, human kingdom. They welcomed (to salute someone when you see them) God’s promises even though they were a long way from fulfillment, so much so that it motivated them to live as strangers and exiles on this earth. They were loosely attached to this world. Because of this attitude God is not ashamed to be called their God and He has prepared a city for them. 

	8. In 11:17-22 explain how Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph showed their faith (v17-19, 20, 21, 22). What did Abraham believe (v19)? 
	Abraham gave possibly the greatest demonstration of faith (other than Jesus) when he offered Isaac, his son, to God just because He had so commanded. This test which came after many years of walking with God was able to be fulfilled because he knew that God could raise Isaac from the dead if Abraham killed him. This was significant because the command to kill Isaac directly conflicted (from a human standpoint) with the promise that Isaac would be the seed through which all of Abraham’s descendents would flow. God did not allow Isaac to be sacrificed and his experience of being brought back from death was a picture of what God did for His Son. Isaac showed his faith by blessing Jacob and Esau, showing that he believed God’s promises would eventually be fulfilled. Similarly, Jacob blessed his 12 sons, knowing that the promises of God would come to pass in God’s time. Along the same lines Joseph commanded that his bones be buried in Canaan rather than Egypt, believing that God would send Israel out of Egypt to give them the land of Canaan as their lasting possession, just as He promised Abraham. 

	9. According to 11:23-29 what was the “test” of faith for Moses’ parents (v23), and Moses (v24-26, 27, 28, 29)? Why does faith always demand a choice? 
	Moses was hidden by his parents for 3 months, contrary to Pharaoh’s order to execute all the male babies because they saw he was a “beautiful” child. In Stephen’s sermon in Act 7 he referred to Moses as a beautiful child in God’s eyes, meaning God’s favor rested on him. Possibly Moses’ parents knew that he was a child favored by God and they were boldly willing to contradict the king’s order to spare him. Moses’ faith was seen in his refusal to be called an Egyptian and to take sides with his (God’s) chosen people. This meant he had to endure ill treatment along with them, and that he had to forego all the passing pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ (all reproaches for God’s sake are ultimately like the reproach Christ endured because of His service to God) to be of greater value than the treasures of Egypt. He also left Egypt on Passover night, even though he knew that Pharaoh would eventually seek to avenge the loss of his first-born. He kept the Passover that first night with the sprinkling of the blood of a lamb on the doorposts in faith-obedience to God, and he led the Israelites through a dry Red Sea river bottom with walls of water on both sides. All of these examples contained the element of choice always necessary in the expression of faith. The reason that choice is required is because we either go with what we already see or with what we think makes sense, or we go with God’s revelation whether or not it corresponds to human logic or experience. 

	10. From 11:30-40 list some costs (v30, 31, 35, 36, 37, 38) and rewards (v30, 31, 32-35, 39) of faith. Why was God’s promise not completely fulfilled for them (v39-40)? Explain v40. 
	Faith may cost us energy and looking foolish, as it did when the walls of Jericho were circled silently for seven days, and it may cost us the rejection of our home and people as it did with Rahab. We may lose our life, or the lives of our children, we may be tortured for our faith, or we may experience mocking, scourging, chains and imprisonment. We may be stoned to death, sawn in two, severely tested, or run through with the sword, live in rags and poverty, and be homeless and persecuted. However, we will be rewarded with victory, salvation, miraculous deliverances, and exhibit supernatural strength if necessary. Best of all, though, people of faith gain the approval of God. Significantly, the people of faith before Christ never received the complete fulfillment of God’s promises because God has ordained that they wouldn’t be able to be “completed” until the New Covenant believers came on the scene. That means that the Old Covenant and New Covenant believers are one because they share the experience of finding the fulfillment of all God’s promises in Christ. 

	11. Looking over Heb 10:19—11:40 what examples of faith can you apply to your life right now? What danger always lurks (v35), and how should we deal with this (v19-25)? 
	The danger that always lurks is that we will “throw away our confidence” which has a great reward. It is so important to meditate on the examples of faith in Heb 11 so that we can follow them when the need arises. There is nothing we will have to endure that some hero of the faith hasn’t already endured for the sake of God’s promises. We must, therefore, draw near to God with confidence regularly, hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, and consider (as a habit) how to stimulate one another to love and good works. Our resolve to endure will flow out of our fellowship with God and His people – the ones currently around us, as well as the saints of old that we read about in God’s Word. 


