Daniel 9-10 Daily Study Questions – Shock and Awe
The Big Idea: It is right to be shocked about over our sin before God because His presence inspires awe and respect. 
	I. A Compelling Burden (9:1-23)
	Key Idea: When God’s Word burdens our heart we will feel compelled to turn to Him for help. 

	1. Read Dan 9:1-5. What did Daniel observe (v2) and what did this lead him to do (v3)? What were the two themes of his prayer (v4, 5)? 
	Daniel had been reading the prophecies of Jeremiah written around 605BC concerning the seventy years of captivity that Daniel and his people were now experiencing. These years of captivity were nearing the end (Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 was spoken in 539BC, the first year of Darius the Mede). This number of years had been decreed to allow the land to experience its 70 years of sabbath that had been ignored for 490 years (a year of sabbath rest once every seven years). Realizing that God would restore His people from captivity when they humbled themselves, prayed, sought God’s face and turned from their wicked ways (2 Chron 7:14) Daniel began to pray an individual and national prayer of repentance with mourning (“Alas, O God”, v4) turning his entire attention to this process by fasting, sackcloth and ashes. It is significant that Daniel prayed after reading Jeremiah’s prophecies because it reveals that prayer is actually a response to the will of God, not a way to change His will. The two themes of this prayer were God’s greatness and faithfulness and the rebellion, disobedience, and sinfulness of His people. Apply: We must be in God’s Word regularly to have a knowledge of His will, but when we are it will convict us to take necessary steps of obedience; that means it may be difficult, but it is worth it. 

	2. Looking at 9:6-10 what did Daniel confess about Israel (v6, 7-8, 9, 10, 11)? What did he acknowledge concerning God (v6, 7, 9, 10)? 
	Israel had not listened to the prophets that God had sent to call them back to Him and open shame belonged to them because God had exiled them. They had been unfaithful to Him, had sinned against Him, had rebelled against Him, failed to obey His voice or walk in His teachings and had transgressed His law. These actions describe sin in all its various forms, showing just how sinful Israel had been. God, however, had been just the opposite; He had spoken repeatedly to them through His prophets, letting them know what He expected, how they had violated these expectations, and what the consequences would be if they failed to fulfill them. Righteousness belonged to God, along with compassion and forgiveness. He had simply fulfilled the promised curse on them if they continued to turn against Him. In other words He was all right and they were all wrong. Apply: As in Daniel’s case sometimes we pray not only about our sin, but also the sin of others and the necessity for obedience. We must also be very aware of the nature of God as we pray because this is what obedience to His will flows from.

	3. From 9:11-15 why was Israel being punished (v11-13, 14—see Deut 28:15-68)? What did they need to do (v13, 14—see Deut 30:1-3)? 
	Israel was being punished in accordance with the curse written in the Law on those who failed to keep all the words of it. They had taken an oath on Mt Gerazim for blessings and Mt Ebal for curses when they entered the land of Canaan. This had the effect of confirming that they all knew what would happen if they failed to obey all the words of the Mosaic Law. The consequences of disobedience are all spelled out in Deut 28:15-68. Since Israel had experienced these consequences by being exiled from their homeland they needed to follow the instructions necessary to be restored. They needed to now seek the favor of the Lord by turning to Him with all their heart, turning from their iniquity, obeying Him fully, and giving attention to His truth. The first step in this was to confess their sins, the very thing that Daniel was now doing. Apply: Our problem is not that we don’t know what God expects most of the time; it is usually that we just refuse to forsake our self-will and choose to not follow Him. Therefore, repentance is what is required to be restored to God. 

	4. Using Daniel 9:16-19 for what did Daniel pray (v16—see Jer 32:37; v17, 18, 19) and upon what basis (v16, 17, 18, 19)? 
	Daniel prayed that in accordance with God’s righteousness that His anger and wrath be turned away from Jerusalem, which had become a reproach because of the sins and iniquities of his fathers. He also prayed that God would listen to his prayer (bowing before God) and supplication (requests of God) and for His sake let His face shine on His desolate sanctuary (He had promised Solomon that His Name - He - would dwell there). The basis for Daniel’s request was not his great merits, or any great merit of his people, but God’s great compassion. That is why He called on God to see the desolations of the city called by His Name, to hear his prayer, to forgive, to listen and take action without delay. It would be to honor His great Name and the city and the people called by His Name. Apply: We must pray specifically for the things that God values, not just for our desires. When we pray in accordance with His will we can expect it to be fulfilled. This means that we don’t pray to change God, but to line up with Him. 

	5. In 9:20-23 how did God send the answer Daniel’s prayer (v21), what was it (v22, 23), and when did God decide to answer (v23)? Apply. 
	God sent the answer to Daniel’s prayer through Gabriel, the angel. Since Gabriel often came in answer to a prayer concerning Israel, some believe him to be Israel’s guardian angel. He instructed him that he had come forth to give Daniel insight with understanding, and that he had been sent at the beginning of his supplication. This tells us that God is aware of what we are going to pray in advance and aware of the sincerity of our heart when we pray. He wants us to pray but doesn’t have to wait to give us an answer. It also shows us that sometimes answers to prayer are delivered as we later see because of warfare in the angelic realm. Apply: God moves the forces of heaven to answer our prayer, showing us that prayer really matters. However, it is the sincerity of our prayer and its consistency with His Word that moves Him, not the formula or structure of the prayer. 

	II. A Comprehensive Answer              (9:24-27)
	Key Idea: God’s answers fill in all the important details. 

	6. Read 9:24-25. What specifics did Gabriel reveal about God’s plan (v24)? How long would it last (v24), what would start it (v25), and what would mark the end of the first phase (v25)? 
	God showed Daniel the entire future of Israel and Jerusalem – to finish the transgression, make and end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place. Israel and Jerusalem’s problem had been their rebelliousness and sinfulness which had led God to remove His hand of blessing from them. God had promised them a new covenant, but they would never be able to experience it if they didn’t have a radical change of heart and sin was removed from them. God, then, gives Daniel the overview of Israel’s future that will allow them to participate fully in His new covenant with them. This would take seventy periods of seven (seventy sevens, or 490) which could refer to days, weeks, years, etc. We know that this is years because of 2 Chron 36:21 which says that the reason that Israel would go into exile for seventy years would be to allow the land to have its every seventh year sabbath. That would mean seventy years of captivity times seven years (for one sabbath year every seven years) which would equal 490 years. This is the prophetic overview that God gave Daniel – 490 years (seventy sevens) would be needed to end sin and bring in everlasting righteousness so that the holy place could be restored to usefulness. This would mean that vision and prophecy would no longer be necessary so they would be forever sealed up. The beginning of this 490 year period would be from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem (issued by Cyrus the Persian king in 444BC). At the end of the first phase (7 periods of 7 years plus 62 periods of 7 years, or 483 years altogether) would be the presentation of Messiah the Prince. This was Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem on a foal of a donkey, a messianic fulfillment, which occurred 483 years to the day after Cyrus’ decree, according to the computations of Sir Robert Anderson in his booklet, “The Coming Prince”. Apply: God is a God of completion, even though we, as human beings, fail to keep our end of the agreement most of the time. In this case God carried out elaborate plans to make the Jews a people He could fellowship with, just as He did with us by sending His Son to die on the cross for our sins. Actually, Jesus is ultimately the answer to this 70 weeks prophecy to bring in everlasting righteousness for the Jews and for Gentiles. 

	7. According to 9:26-27 what would happen to Messiah (v26) and to the city (v26)? Who would do this and how would he do it (v27)? What would happen to him (v27)? 
	After the presentation of Messiah the Prince, he would be cut off – be killed, which obviously is what happened to Jesus a few days after His triumphal entry. The city and temple would also be destroyed by the people of the “prince who is to come”, which is what occurred in AD 70 when Titus, the Roman general, destroyed the temple and city. This would seem to indicate that the prince and the people of the future would be Roman. There would be wars and desolations of Jerusalem until the “end”. At that time the Roman prince would make a firm covenant to resume temple worship with the “many” (a reference to the remnant of Israel) for one week (the remaining 7 year period, the 70th week), but in the middle of the week he would put a stop to sacrifices. He would come on the wing of abominations to cause desolation, a reference to the “abomination of desolation” to which Jesus refers in Matt 24:15. As will be seen in the next few chapters this was foreshadowed by the sacrifice of a pig on the altar by Antiochus Epiphanes in the 2nd century BC, which was known as the abomination of desolation. He also set up a statue to Zeus in the temple which would qualify as an abomination of desolation. However, in the end, this “one who makes desolate” will himself be completely destroyed. All of this would seem to be a reference to the final Roman empire and the Antichrist who will rule over it in the final 7 years of history, known as the Tribulation in the book of Revelation. Thus, Israel would be forgiven, they would be restored to fellowship with God, and the perpetual evil against them would be destroyed forever. Apply: The death of Jesus was not a surprise to God. Even though Jesus would present Himself to the Jews as King He knew He would be rejected and have to die for their sins. This plan would be temporarily subverted by their evil and the evil of the Antichrist at the end, but evil will ultimately be destroyed and everlasting righteousness and the rule of the righteous King will ensue. 

	III. A Concealed Combat (10:1-21)
	Key Idea: There is an invisible spiritual battle going on for the ultimate establishment of God’s kingdom. 

	8. From 10:1-3 what had Daniel been doing (v2-3) and what was the result (v1)? Apply.
	Daniel had been mourning for three weeks, not eating tasty food, nor meat, nor wine and not using any ointment during this period. This mourning was probably related to the prophecies of Jeremiah concerning the return of the Jews to Jerusalem that were getting very close to being fulfilled. The result of this period of mourning was another vision with great detail about the future of Israel which would be filled with great conflict. When we humble ourselves before the Lord like this He always responds because He recognizes the sincerity and dependency on Him that we exhibit. Sometimes it requires a setting aside of time like this to focus on Him if we are to get the relief or answer that we need. Apply: It is important that we set aside times of prayer like Daniel’s when God has placed a burden on our heart. This type of focus can really lead to some life-changing answers. 

	9. Using 10:4-9 describe the first part of Daniel’s vision (v5-6). Who was this (see Rev 1:13-15)? How did this event affect everyone (v7-9)? 
	The first part of Daniel’s vision was that of a certain man dressed in linen who had a belt of pure gold. He body was like beryl (a yellow stone), his face had a lightning-like appearance, his eyes were like flaming torches, his arms and feet were like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words were like the sound of a tumult. The man of this vision is very similar to the one that John saw in Rev 1:13-15 which was a vision of the glorified Jesus. This event caused great dread to fall on everyone and they ran away, Daniel’s natural color turned to a deathly pallor and he retained no strength. When he heard the man’s words his face fell into a deep sleep and he placed it on the ground. Apply: We must have a picture of the glory of God if we are to grasp what prophecy of all about – Rev 19:10 says that “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”. A knowledge of future events is interesting but what really matters is having a picture of the glorified Christ imbedded in us. 

	10. Looking at 10:10-13 how was Daniel viewed in heaven (v11) and why (v12)? What delayed God’s response (v12-13)? What do you think this means? 
	A hand (of an angel) touched Daniel and set him trembling on his hands and knees, and then he told him that Daniel was a man of high esteem to whom he had been sent to speak words of understanding. The reason he had been sent to Daniel was because he had humbled his heart and set it on understanding – presumably God’s plan. However, this man didn’t come at first because the “prince of Persia” had been withstanding him for twenty-one days. He was unable to get past him until Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help him. This shows us that spiritual warfare between angelic beings takes place in the heavenly arena, one side fighting to carry out the will of God, the other side fighting to withstand it. This goes along with Eph 6:12 which says that our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against rulers, powers, world forces of this darkness, and spiritual forces of wickedness in heavenly places. We don’t see this happening so we have simply have faith that this is true because the Bible says so. Apply: Those who are truly committed to God are highly esteemed in heaven – both by God and by His angels. God’s eyes search the whole earth to strongly support those whose hearts are fully committed to Him. It may require great effort to bring that support, but God and His angels will not stop until it happens. Daniel is a prime example of this, and we can be, too. 

	11. Based on 10:14-17 what was Gabriel going to tell Daniel (v14), and how did Daniel respond (v15-17)? What does this reveal about seeking the Lord? 
	Gabriel was going to tell Daniel what was going to happen to his people in the latter days since the vision pertained to the future. It doesn’t say if this was a new vision that is not defined, or an elaboration on the previous vision about the seventy weeks prophecy. Daniel responded by becoming speechless at first, but then informing his heavenly visitor that anguish had come upon him and he had no strength. This tells us that seeking the Lord’s face is hard work and can leave us exhausted. It is not just a casual thing that we can participate in and then leave the same way we came. To be in the presence of the Lord deeply is to be changed. Apply: We should not treat seeking the Lord as a thing to work into our schedule, but as a life-changing encounter that should have the proper space and time to occur. God is worthy of this. 

	12. In 10:18-21 what did the angel (v18, see 10:5-6) do for Daniel (v18, 19)? What else did the angel have going on (v20-21) and what do you think this means? 
	The angel touched Daniel again and strengthened him. He addressed him as a man of high esteem and told him to not be afraid. He spoke peace over him and encouraged him to be courageous. He let Daniel know that he was about to return to fight against the prince of Persia and soon he would fight against the prince of Greece. He would fight this battle by himself but Michael the angel would be there to help him stand firm against their forces. This gives us a picture of how events on earth actually transpire. God sends His angels to carry out His will through human beings, but in the process they have to fight Satan’s angels and overcome them. Apply: If God is in charge of major world events and has to fight through evil to bring them to pass, then He certainly is able to direct our lives even though Satan desires something different. He is concerned that we are strengthened and knowledgeable so that we can carry out His will. 


