Matthew 18; Mark 9:48-50; Luke 17:5-10 - Daily Study Questions – “I Am the Greatest”
The Big Idea: Those truly great in Jesus’ kingdom serve the weak compassionately without the need for recognition, with the hope that they will grow to maturity in the Lord. 
	I. The Heart of the Truly Great                (Matt 18:1-14)
	Key Idea: Those who are truly great do not merely look out for themselves, but care for the souls of others. 

	1. Read Matthew 18:1-4. What was the disciples’ question (v1) and what was Jesus’ two-part answer (v2-3, 4)? What did they need to do (v3, 4) and what does it mean to become like a little child? 
	Possibly after the viewing of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration and the attendant expectations of the coming kingdom, the disciples wanted to know who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus, using an object lesson, set a child before them and told them that unless they were “converted” (are turned) and became like children they first could not enter the kingdom. The first issue, then, was just getting into the kingdom. To do that they had to be “reborn”, not relying on who they were to get in, but becoming a brand new person by the grace of God. Then, the one was able to be in the kingdom because they had forsaken the old and become new could then qualify for greatness by humbling themselves as a child. Humility in this sense means recognizing that we need help and don’t have all the answers, and then the willingness to depend on someone else to make it. It means renouncing pride and relying on the Father to provide what we need. Rather than making a name for himself, “I am the greatest”, the child simply is trying to “make it” from one day to the next. A child survives each day through the help of others, and when they receive this help humbly they can have a very good life. Similarly, followers of Jesus must admit their need and receive His help and they, too, will have an abundant life. 

	2. Using Matt 18:5-7 who are we to receive like Jesus (v5) and what is the benefit (v5)? What is the opposite approach (v6, 7) and result (v6, 7)? Give examples. 
	We are to receive such “children” in the name of Jesus, valuing them simply because they are His followers, rather than because their status or power can do something for us. When we do this Jesus takes this personally; He considers our acceptance of others because of Him as accepting or receiving Him. In contrast when we devalue His followers by doing things that would cause them to stumble we invite judgment on ourselves. We would be better off to be drowned quickly than to live as stumbling-blocks to others. The reason is that Jesus takes care of the weak and humble and will not allow others to take advantage of them or hurt them without consequences. Jesus in particular had the Pharisees in mind when they laid heavy burdens of the law on the people that would cause them to stumble. Also, their judgmental attitudes could further harm them by stealing the joy of serving the Lord. We typically apply this to engaging in sins that would lead others astray if they chose to follow our example. All of these could cause other “children” – those not mature in their walk – to stumble and fall into the trap of Satan. 

	3. From Matt 18:8-11 how are we to treat anything that causes us to stumble (v8, 9) and why (v8-9)? How does this relate to the way we treat other “little ones” (v10-11) and what does this mean?
	Anything that causes us to stumble must be dealt with severely; we must eliminate it, rather than trying to work around it. Jesus is using hyperbole here, a figure of speech that amplifies the meaning. He is not advocating self-mutilation, but is rather showing how urgent it is to not allow anything to remain present that leads to stumbling, either in your life or in someone else’s. The reason is that succumbing to such temptations may lead to a pattern of sin that shows that we are not even saved. While we cannot “lose our salvation” we can show that we are not saved by acting as a person who is not saved would act. The best course of action is to eliminate (cut off) the source of temptation, and thus reveal that we are saved by our holy lifestyle (this doesn’t save us, it shows that we are). When we treat our sin lightly we ignore the fact that we influence others, and when we cause others to stumble by our stumbling, we have essentially despised (hated) them. We do nothing in a vacuum; our sin (even hidden sin) always affects others, and God takes this into account. 

	4. In Matthew 18:12-14 upon whom does the Father focus (v12-13) and what does He desire for them (v14)? 
	The Father focuses on the lost of the flock when they have wandered away; He doesn’t will that any of them would perish (suffer spiritual devastation rather than eternal judgment). Thus, those who are “in the flock” and have lost their way are His focus, and so they must be ours as well. This leads into the next section.

	II. The Hope of the Truly Great      (Matt 18:15-35)
	Key Idea: Those who are truly great (humble) do all they can to restore others to God’s ways and forgive them in the process. 

	5. Using Matt 18:15-17 how are we to teat believers who stumble and why (v15)? What other steps are we to take (v16, 17) and what does this mean?  
	If our brother sins (like a lost sheep that loses his way) we are to go to him and reprove him in private; we don’t have to wait for an invitation. If he listens to us we have won our brother, restoring him to the fold. The idea of “winning” him implies that we are in a fight with the enemy over men’s souls, so we must take this to heart. If he refuses to listen to us, then we must take one or two more with us to impress the reality of the situation upon him. When two or three say you are in the wrong it is more than a personal, subjective opinion; it is most likely the truth. If they still refuse to listen to two or three, then the church must be told so they can seek to restore him. However, if he doesn’t listen to the church as they attempt to reprove him, then he must be dissociated with, becoming like a Gentile or tax-gatherer. These were examples of those who were viewed as unredeemed and in need of being evangelized. The church can’t fellowship with unrepentant unbelievers, and when they are asked to leave it shows them the seriousness of the sin. If they are true believers it will teach them not to behave this way (see 1 Tim 1:20) once they return to their senses. 

	6. Read Matt 18:18-20. How does God view our efforts to restore a sinning brother (v18-19)? How involved is He in the process (v20)? 
	When we gather in the name of Jesus to take such action on behalf of a sinning brother He is in our midst. We can have confidence that He is present in the decision, whether it is to bind the person over to Satan or to loose the person from the consequences of unrepentant sin. The principle of Matt 18:20 is that the church carries out the business of Jesus when He is officially recognized as present and in charge; what we do in that context has His blessing if it consistent with His revealed nature and will – “in His name”. 


	7. From Matt 18:21-22 what question did this raise for Peter (v21) and what did he propose (v21)? What higher principle did Jesus give (v22)? 
	Peter obviously understood that the point of “church discipline” was to lead a sinning brother to repentance and restoration with the Body of Christ (the church). So, he asked how often he should forgive the brother that sinned against him. He proposed seven times, which was three more than the Pharisees considered generous. This made sense, but Jesus’ answer was so much greater. He said up to “seventy time seven”, meaning however many times it takes. This was again hyperbolic phrasing – seven was the symbolic number of completeness, and seventy times seven would be “really” complete, communicating that anytime that a brother repented that forgiveness should be present. God’s ways are so much higher than ours, even in the area of forgiveness. 

	8. In Matt 18:23-35 in Jesus’ story how did the master and first slave act differently (v23-27, 28-30) and what happened when the master found out (v31-34)? What is the point (v35)? 
	The master, or king, had a slave that owed him millions of dollars. When the slave begged for the debt to be forgiven the master felt compassion and released him from it. The slave, though, went to one of his fellow slaves who owed him about a third of a year’s wages and demanded to be repaid. When the slave begged to be forgiven, as the first slave had, he refused, throwing him instead into prison until he paid back what was owed. When this was reported to the master he summoned the first slave and explained how he should have had mercy on his debtor just as the master had had on him. Moved with anger the master then recanted his forgiveness and handed the slave to the torturers until he should pay all that was owed to him. The moral of the story was that our heavenly Father will treat us the same way; if we won’t forgive others when we have been forgiven so much, then we will pay the consequences that would have occurred had we not been forgiven. The model prayer says for God to forgive us as we forgive others, and this is another way of illustrating this truth. We do not earn God’s forgiveness; rather, we show that we have received it and understand it when we forgive others in the same way. If we don’t forgive them, then we haven’t really received or understood God’s. 

	III. The Humility of the Truly Great (Luke 17:5-10; Mark 9:48-50)
	Key Idea: Those who are truly great do not focus on themselves, but on those whom they serve. 

	9. Looking at Luke 17:5-10 what does it require to forgive someone (v5-6) and what mindset must we have about ourselves (v7-9, 10)? How should we apply this? 
	Faith in God is required to forgive another because we have no guaranty that they will change; only God can bring about true repentance. We forgive, trusting that God will deal with them appropriately. The mindset that we must have is that we are not “entitled” to our pound of flesh, but as servants of God we must carry out His will. It doesn’t matter what we think is right; as servants it matters what God thinks is right, and our “job” is to simply do what He tells us without expecting recognition for it. A servant’s purpose, solely and completely, is to do the master’s will. We must do what God tells us to do, just because He told us, and not because we “feel good” about it. 

	10. Using Mark 9:48-50 what grave truth does Jesus give about our actions towards others (v49)? How are we to be like salt in our relationships (v50)? 
	The grave truth is that everyone will be salted with fire – that which is flammable will burn up, leaving only those things that glorify God. The things that burn up, wood, hay, stubble, are the works of the flesh, while the things that endure the fire, gold, silver, precious stones, are produced by the Spirit in us. Our responsibility is to have salt in ourselves – salt preserves – and to act like salt in the world – preserving the world by the actions we take. These actions lead to peace, both with God and one another, although the process of getting to that peace may be somewhat painful. Reproving others, putting salt on their wounds for healing, and putting salt in their lives for flavor all “stir the pot”, so getting to the place of peace may not be a happy journey. But we are called to be salt and act like it.

	11. Look back over the section. Describe the heart of the truly great (Matt 18-1-14), the hope of the truly great (Matt 18:15-35), and the humility of the truly great (Lu 17, Mk 9). 
	The heart of the truly great is compassionate towards those who are weaker than they are. They are willing to be servants of them and are not ashamed of their association with them. Their hope is that those who are spiritually immature, or who stumble, will repent so they can be restored. Those who are great willingly and consistently forgive those who have fallen and hope that they will finally get their lives on track with God. The humility of the truly great is evident in their service to others without the need for recognition or even the response of gratitude from those they help to restore. Great people in the kingdom of heaven have compassion to the weak, hope they will get on track and stay on track with the Lord, and do it all without the need for recognition. 


