Study Questions for Romans 1:1-17 – Dy-No-Mite

The Big Idea: The power of the gospel is seen in the resurrection of Jesus, in mutual service and in the result of salvation by faith.
	I. The Power of God’s Son (1:1-7)
	Key Idea: The Holy Spirit reveals the power of God’s Son, Jesus, through his resurrection. 

	1. Read Romans 1:1-5. Who wrote this letter (v1) and how does he describe himself (v1)? What was his purpose (v5) and what had God given him to accomplish this (v5)? 
	Paul wrote this letter to the Roman Christians whom he had never visited, and he described himself as a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, and set apart for the gospel of God. These three descriptors are significant because they represent a radical departure from the track he was on before he became a believer. He had been serving the Jewish law and rejecting Jesus as a blasphemer, but now He was a bond-servant of the Messiah (Christ) Jesus. A bond-servant was a slave to another because they had chosen to remain so even after they had been freed because of their love for their master. This was Paul’s relationship with Christ. Secondly, he had gone out on his own to persecute believers, but now he had been sent forth (the meaning of apostle is “one sent forth”) for the gospel of God. Last, he had been set apart for this gospel for God by God Himself, even though he had thought he was serving God by persecuting those who had followed Jesus. God had turned his world right side up. His purpose from God was to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His namesake. Paul had received grace and apostleship – God’s strength and authority – to accomplish this.   

	2. In 1:2-4 what does Paul explain about when the gospel of God was promised (v2), who it was about (v3)? What was His human identity (v3) and what declared His divine identity (v4)? Who declared it?  
	The gospel was promised beforehand through the prophets in the holy Scriptures, i.e., in the Old Testament, and it was about His Son, the second person of the Trinity. According to His humanity He was a descendant of David, in his lineage through both Mary and Joseph, his adoptive father, meaning that He was qualified as the long-awaited Messiah. However, although He became a descendant of David, He simply was declared to be the Son of God with power by virtue of His resurrection. This was according to the Spirit of holiness who had declared Him to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection. The Spirit always sets apart or sanctifies us for a particular calling and He is the One who makes this calling known. This is what the Holy Spirit did for Jesus. 

	3. From 1:6-7 to whom was this letter written (v7) and what made them “special” (v6, 7)? What 2 things did Paul pray for them (v7) and from whom would this come (v7)? Explain. 
	This letter was written to the Christians at Rome who were beloved of God and all called as saints (“hagiois”, set apart ones) to God. Paul prayed for God’s grace and peace to theirs; while this was a standard greeting in the ancient world this meant something to Paul. They needed God’s undeserved favor (grace) and they needed His “shalom”, or peace, which meant the fullness of His life. This grace and peace would come from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. This was Paul’s way of underscoring the equality of the Father and the Son as God, as well as of showing that God wants to give us His undeserved favor and peace because we are beloved of Him and called for His purpose. 

	II. The Power of Service (1:8-15)
	Key Idea: Our service to one another is powerful because it establishes us and encourages us in the gospel. 

	4. According to Romans 1:8-9 for what was Paul grateful (v8) and what was the evidence of this (v9)? Apply. 
	Paul was thankful for them all – because their faith was being proclaimed (intense form of “to announce”) throughout the whole world. It was very clear that they were true believers, unashamed of the gospel, because everyone knew about it. This was a cause for thanks by Paul since it meant the gospel had spread to Rome and that they were co-laborers in this gospel. His feelings for them were evidenced by his constant (the word used implies never leaving this subject out) prayers for them. When we have something “on our heart” we pray about it every time we come to God and Paul had had the Romans and the desire to visit them on his heart for a long time. This is the way to deal with our godly desires, to continue to pray about them until something happens. God will answer in due time. 

	5. Using 1:10-12 what did Paul constantly pray (v10) and why (v11)? What other benefit would occur through this (v12) and what does this tell us about serving others?
	Paul constantly prayed he could visit the Romans so that he could impart a spiritual gift to them. This spiritual gift would result in their being established – made to stand firmly – in the faith. He also desired this so that both of them could be mutually encouraged in their faith and service to the Lord. “Encouraged” is from parakaleo, which is the name given to the Holy Spirit – the Paraclete, or comforter. When we share the things of Christ together, talking about Him and serving Him, we are established and encouraged in our continuing walk of faith. Part of the reason for this is that we see the other person’s faith – when they take a step of serving the invisible God in spite of the irrationality of it in the eyes of the world - it helps us to do the same thing because we realize we are not alone. This is why we need to serve in community. 

	6. Based on 1:13 what had Paul intended earlier but what had happened (v13)? What does this reveal about how God works in our lives? 
	Paul had intended to visit Rome, mentioning while he was at Ephesus on his third missionary journey that he wanted to go there (Acts 19:21). However, he had been prevented – by circumstances that God divinely orchestrated – so far; he intended to obtain some fruit among them even as he had among the rest of the Gentiles. Here we see a passion of the apostle to the Gentiles, Paul – he wanted to gather fruit among all the Gentiles. Going to them was the first step but the outcome of fruit was the goal to which he pointed. We also see how God works in our lives through this; while we may have a passion for God’s work that is good, He doesn’t always allow us to fulfill it at that point. We must bring those desires to God in prayer, and keep on asking, seeking and knocking. “The” door will be opened if we do this although the door may not be what we thought. In this case the door for Paul was a letter written to the Romans, while later he would actually visit them. We must pray and then actively wait on God, doing His will in the interim until the ultimate goal is met. 

	7. In 1:14-15 how did Paul describe the necessity of his mission (v14) and to whom did it apply (v14)? In general what was he saying? What attitude did he have about his mission (v15)? 
	Paul described himself as “under obligation”, a financial term that literally meant to be indebted. He considered himself indebted to the Gentiles – Greeks, barbarians (non-Greeks), the wise and the foolish – to preach the gospel to them; until he had done this he would not be free of this obligation. In general Paul was saying that he was not free to do what he wanted to do; God had called him to the Gentiles and he was obligated to preach the gospel to all of them. Because of this sense of responsibility he was eager (“looking forward to”) preaching the gospel to those who were in Rome. This attitude is a great combination for serving God and sharing the gospel; we must both feel obligated as well as eager to share the gospel with others. 

	III. The Power of Salvation by Faith (1:16-17)
	Key Idea: We must not be ashamed of the gospel because it powerfully provides salvation to us through faith. 

	8. Read 1:16. How did Paul define the gospel and to what does it lead? How did he feel about it and who was it for? Why are people wrongly ashamed of the gospel? 
	The gospel, which is literally the “good message” (Gr, euangelion), is the power of God until salvation to everyone who believes. In other words it is good news because it is received by faith rather than by works and because it saves us. The word, “salvation”, means deliverance; the good news delivers us from the wrath of God, the penalty of our sins, the shame of being unrighteous, and our inability to fulfill the potential for which God created us, to name a few. On the positive side our salvation replaces all of these negatives with the contrasting positives – we are at peace with God, we have eternal life, the penalty for our sins has been paid, we are now righteous in Christ, and we are able to fulfill our God-given potential. Because of these things Paul was not ashamed of the gospel; it was God’s cure for man’s sinfulness and fallen condition. Christians are often ashamed of the gospel because others reject it, or them, and because they feel like others think them naïve for believing in it. Sometimes, being ashamed of the gospel is defined as acting ashamed, even though inside we think we are not ashamed of it. This is a very real issue for Christians, though; it is one of the major reasons why we don’t share our faith with others. 

	9. From 1:17 what does the gospel reveal and what is this? How is it revealed and what does this mean? How does Paul “prove” the truth of this statement? 
	The gospel reveals the “righteousness” of God, which is His “rightness”. The concept of right is that which is true when compared to a standard, like a wall against a plumb line, or a horizontal beam with a level on it where the bubble is in the middle. In this case, though, the righteousness of God is not an external standard; God Himself is righteous and He has revealed righteousness to us by His grace. As the next section will show man has a moral sense that he is unable to live up to, but the sense comes from the image of God in him. The righteousness of God is revealed from faith – we understand God’s righteousness when we choose to believe His Word, or revelation, by faith. It also leads us to greater faith when we trust in Him because God reveals His righteousness more as we trust Him more. This progressive experience of faith proves, or demonstrates, to us the reality of God and His righteousness because we live it out in real time. The closer and longer we walk with God the more we believe in Him. 

	10. Looking back at Habakkuk 2:4 how does a proud person live, and how does a righteous person live? What is the result of each? How does this show the difference between righteousness by works and righteousness by faith? 
	The proud person’s soul is not right within him because he is trusting in himself and his finite resources. He thinks he has more answers and power than God does, thus revealing his unright-eousness. Hab 2:4 speaks of the Babylonians who thought themselves better and more powerful than God, but it can also refer to anyone who thinks they have the power to do whatever they wish, apart from God. The righteous, or just (one who is right with God), lives by his faith in God. He knows that God is the only One who is right, so that his only hope of being right with Him is by trusting in Him and His righteousness. This distinction illustrates the problem of righteousness by works; no one can be right by their works because their so-called righteousness exalts them above God when he trusts in them. On the other hand when we receive God’s righteousness by faith in order to be right and inherit the gift of salvation, God gets all the glory. It is “by grace that we have been saved through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works that no one may boast”. (Eph 2:8-9). 

	11 Summarize the power of God in the gospel shown in the Son, Jesus (1:1-7), in the service of Paul to the Romans (1:8-15), and in salvation by faith. How should this truth overcome any shame we might have about the gospel? 
	The God’s power in the gospel is seen first in the Son of God who showed this power when He was raised from the dead. This power is also seen in the effects of service to one another when we are serving Christ. This service mutually establishes and encourages us. Also, the power of God is seen in the gospel of salvation by faith. When we believe God powerfully moves to make us righteous and to progressively mature us in the faith. Since God’s power is so clearly manifested through the gospel it only makes sense for us to tell others about it. If they believe their lives can be changed forever; if they reject it really doesn’t affect us at all, so it doesn’t matter personally. Furthermore, if we are rejected and persecuted it is a cause for rejoicing because we experience the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ. 


