Daily Study Questions for 1 Peter 2:11-3:22

The Big Idea: If we are to bring glory to Christ, it is important to continue doing good in all our relationships even when treated unjustly. 
	I. Do Good in Everyday Relationships (2:11-25)
	Key Idea: We must honor others in all our relationships and entrust ourselves to God’s justice when these relationships bring suffering. 

	1. Read 1 Peter 2:11-12. What are we told to do negatively (v11) and positively (v12)? Why (v12)? 
	Negatively, we are told to abstain from fleshly lusts which “wage war” (this refers to a whole military campaign, not just one battle) against the soul, especially considering that we are aliens (those who have no home) and strangers (those who belong to no group of people) on this earth. In other words we are different, and shouldn’t derive our satisfaction from the same things that those who are “of the world” do. Positively, we are to keep our behavior “excellent” (beautiful, pleasing) among the Gentiles (nations, all those who are outside of God’s people), so that they may not slander us as evil doers. Rather, they should see our good works and, as they observe them, glorify God on the day of visitation. This could mean they are won to the Lord right now as a result of our godly lives, or it could mean that they will realize that we were right all along about God when He comes back to all people. In summary we are to refrain from evil things, and also do the things that are good. 

	2. In 2:13-17 specifically what are we to do (v13-14), and why (v15)? What general principle are we to follow in society (v16-17)? 
	We are to submit ourselves to the authority of every human institution, whether it is the highest level of government or the lower levels. Since it says “human” Peter is probably not referring to family or church directly, although obviously we are to submit to God’s authority in these institutions. The reason this admonition was necessary is that some might have thought it wasn’t important to follow “human” rules, but only God’s. But Peter is essentially saying that submission to authority is ordained by God to punish evildoers and to reward those who do right. When we do what is right we silence the ignorance (people sometimes think we are just being stubborn when we refuse to bow to rules of government that violate our loyalty to God) of evil men, and we use the gift of God’s freedom to do good to others rather than merely to ourselves. In general we are to show honor to all, honor to governmental authorities, love for the brotherhood and reverence for God. We are free to do what is right. 

	3. From 2:18-20 how should we always respond to our bosses (v18). Why should we especially do this when we are mistreated (v18-20)? 
	Since we don’t have the master-servant relationship today the most obvious application of this is that of the boss-employee relationship. We are to follow our boss’ instructions with a respectful attitude, and not begrudgingly. It is even more important to do this when our bosses are unreasonable (from “skolio”, meaning “crooked, curved”, from which the term scoliosis is derived), or treat us harshly. A patient response to such treatment is creditable before God, and probably before them as well – even though they might take advantage of this for a time. This is the opposite of what we are told today, when we are to “demand our rights”; but we are to suffer for Christ so that it brings the favor of God. 

	4. From 2:21-25 how did Christ respond when He was mistreated (v23)? What result did this have (v24-25), and how should we respond (v21-22, 24)? 
	These verses all apparently have Isaiah 53:4-7 in view. When Christ was reviled (mischievous mocking) He did not revile in return or utter any threats (He certainly could have) – but instead entrusted Himself to the One who judges righteously. As a result He was able to bear (carry up) our sins in His body on the cross (lit, the wood) that we might die to our sins, but live to righteousness, and by His wounds we are healed (see Isaiah 53:5). Since we are not healed in everyday of life of all our wounds, and yet this is stated as an accomplished fact, the healing must refer to the fatal wound of sin, which is death. However, we do receive ongoing healing as we apply the principle of letting Jesus carry our sins to the cross and dying to them. Ultimate healing will take place when we discard this body of sinful flesh, whether that be when we die or when the Lord returns. Even though we were straying, through the death of Christ we have been returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls. So, our response should be to suffer patiently as we await God’s justice, die to our sins, and live to righteousness as we remain in the faithful care of our Shepherd and Guardian. 

	II. Do Good in Marriage Relationships (3:1-7)
	Key Idea: Husbands and wives are to genuinely honor each other for the sake of the Lord. 

	5. Based on 3:1-6 what attitudes lead to behavior that “wins” their husbands (v2, 3-4, 5-6)? Who is this really for (v1, 4, 5)? How should this be applied?
	As in all of 1 Peter, the idea of unjust suffering is still in view; this time it is applied to the marriage relationship (specifically how wives are to handle this). As in the case of employees (slaves) with unreasonable bosses, wives with unbelieving, unreasonable or insensitive husbands are to be submissive to their authority so that they may be won without even a word as their behavior is observed. This would have to be impressively positive behavior, with a cheerful attitude, rather than with a begrudging attitude as is often the case. This doesn’t mean that legitimate boundaries are wrong; communication is essential for a good marriage, and no one should be devalued. But even if the unbelieving husband is unreasonable, for the sake of Christ the believing wife should present chaste (from the word translated holy) and respectful behavior, and cultivate inner beauty, especially by exhibiting a quiet and gentle spirit. This is precious in the sight of God, who is our primary audience, and may result in the salvation of the unbelieving husband. It is important to realize that even Sarah did this when Abraham made some rather unwise decisions, but she trusted God, not Abraham. She refused to be frightened by any fear (this is a grammatical construction that emphasizes the mindset of courage) because her trust was in God. Although the primary application of this passage is to wives who live with unbelievers, these qualities usually win people in authority over when demonstrated consistently and sincerely. 

	6. Looking at 3:7 how are husbands to live with their wives and why? How does this benefit them? 
	Believing husbands are to live with their wives in an understanding way – rather than with a self-absorbed attitude – as with a weaker (the word really means fragile, in the sense that great care is necessary to handle something of great value) vessel. This does not say that women are weaker; it says that husbands are to treat them as they would a fragile vessel. Vessel was a common term for the body in that day, but actually referred to any instrument used as an appliance – sails, tackle, clay pots, etc. The idea is that just as one would exercise greater care with a more fragile instrument, so husbands are to exercise consideration and understanding when they relate to their wives. Furthermore, men are to grant them honor as a fellow heirs of the grace of life. In that day and age especially women were considered little more than property, and Peter’s exhortation was for husbands to treat their wives with the consideration due them from God’s viewpoint. This is reinforced by the final line “that their prayers may not be hindered”. God will not allow husbands to ignore the value of their wives and their equal status as heirs of the grace of life without the consequence of hindered fellowship with Him. Thus when husbands live with wives as laid out here, God will bless their fellowship with Him. 

	II. Do Good in Marriage Relationships (3:1-7)
	Key Idea: Husbands and wives are to genuinely honor each other for the sake of the Lord. 

	III. Do Good in Hostile Relationships (3:8-22)
	Key Idea: Even when we are persecuted for our faith we must return blessing for evil and stand firm in our commitment. 

	7. Using 3:8-12 how are we all to act (v8), especially when we are mistreated (v9)? Why is this good (v10-12)? 
	The bottom line is that we are to all be harmonious (same mind), sympathetic (same feeling towards each other), brotherly (like family), kind-hearted, and humble; when we do this we will not return evil for evil or insult for insult, but instead will give others a blessing. This makes sense because we have inherited a blessing from God; therefore, we don’t have to worry about being blessed by others. Psalm 34:12-16 tells us that it is wise to refrain from speaking evil, and to seek peace, and that it is good to do this because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears attend to their prayers, but His face is against those who do evil. Psalm 34 was written in the context of suffering that David was facing, so it is very applicable to this situation. 

	8. In 3:13-17 what attitudes should we have when persecuted (v14, 15), and what should we be ready to do (v15)? For what reason should we suffer (v16-17)? 
	We should feel blessed when persecuted, and not allow our persecutors’ attempt at intimidation to trouble us or lead us to fear. Rather we should set apart (sanctify) Christ as Lord in our hearts (make sure we are following Him no matter what) and be prepared with a reasoned answer (defense, Gr, “apologeia”) for the hope that we display to them. In other words we should know how to show someone else how to have the hope we have (the plan of salvation) when they want to know why we are so hopeful. We should do this with gentleness and respect, and be sure that we are suffering for the sake of righteousness and not for our own misdeeds. 

	9. According to 3:18-20 why did Christ suffer (v18)? What did He do when resurrected (v19-20)? What do you think this means? 
	Christ suffered for sins that He might bring us to God. He was able to do this because He was just (fully righteous) and was brought back to life by His Father, showing that He accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for man’s sins. Probably v19 means that during the 3 days that Jesus was bodily in the grave, in His spirit He went to the place of the dead where both saved and unsaved were kept until the time of Christ. He preached judgment to those who were disobedient, who had refused to place faith in God’s method of salvation during the days of Noah. Peter refers to this time of Noah because he is going to segue into a discussion of the importance of baptism, although he could have talked about Jesus’ proclamation to Jewish believers who were awaiting His sacrifice for sins to bring their animal sacrifices to fulfillment.  

	10. From 3:21-22 in what sense does baptism “save” us (v21)? How do we receive the approval of God (v21c-22)? 
	In the sense that 8 persons were brought safely through water in Noah’s ark, baptism is an expression of faith just like entering the ark. The ark didn’t save everyone on board the ark – God did; but their willingness to enter the ark showed their faith in God’s word through Noah. Similarly, baptism “saves” us because it expresses our faith in Jesus to everyone who is watching. It is our testimony that we are placing our faith in Christ for forgiveness, fulfillment and guidance in our lives. It is, as it says, an appeal to God for a good conscience, that we are willing to testify before a watching world that we are Christ-followers. It has nothing to do with any saving efficacy, as if water could remove the dirt from our “flesh” – only Christ can do that. But it does make an honest appeal to God regarding the sincerity of our commitment to Christ, and this receives God’s approval. 

	11. Summarize from 1 Peter 2:11-3:22 some areas and ways in which we can be persecuted, and how we should respond. How is Christ the best example of this for us? 
	We can be persecuted by the world in general, by government officials, by our bosses, in our marriage relationships, and even by those with whom we are close. This persecution can be physical, material, or verbal, or it can even be characterized as emotional abuse. However it is described, it feels unfair; but since Christ endured injustice much worse than this, it is our privilege to follow in His footsteps. 


