Exodus 25-27 Daily Study Questions – Church Without Walls
The Big Idea: God meets with His people wherever they obediently follow His plan for fellowship. 
	I. Funding the Meeting Place (25:1-9)
	Key Idea: God wants us to give freely of our resources to prepare a place for Him to dwell with us. 

	1. Read Exodus 25:1-9. Who was to contribute the resources to construct the tabernacle (v1-2) and with what attitude (v2)? What were they to give (v3-7) and what was the purpose and plan (v8-9)?
	Everyone household was to contribute to the Lord (the tabernacle) if their heart moved them – in other words, voluntarily and freely. They were to give from the resources they had, many of which had probably come from the Egyptians when they were “plundered”. They were to give gold, silver, and bronze metals, blue, purple and scarlet materials, fine linen, goat hair, rams’ skins dyed red, porpoise skins, acacia wood, oil for lighting, spices for the anointing oil, and fragrant incense. The onyx stones and setting stones were for the breastpiece of the High Priest, not to construct the tabernacle. The purpose of the tabernacle was so that God would have a place to dwell among them, and its plan, along with its furniture, was to be according to what God would show Moses. It originated with and was designed by God. 

	II. Furnishing and Framing the Meeting Place (25:10-26:37)
	Key Idea: Obedience to every detail of the tabernacle was important because God is the One who designed it. 

	2. From 25:10-22 describe the ark (v10, 11, 12, 13-14) and mercy seat (v17, 18-20, 21). How would it be carried (v14-15), what would be in it (v16), and what was its purpose (v22)? 
	The ark (aka “Ark of the Covenant”) was made of acacia wood, a very hard wood not readily susceptible to damage by decay or bugs. It was to be 2 ½ cubits (a cubit was about 18 inches) long, 1 ½ cubits wide, and 1 ½ cubits high – so about 3’ 9” L x 2’ W x 2’ H. It was to be overlaid with pure gold and have a gold molding around it. Fastened to each of its four feet would be a gold ring, so that two poles of acacia wood overlaid with gold could go through it to carry it. These poles would remain there at all times. The “testimony” that God would give them was to go inside the ark. This would be the two tablets of the Law, a jar of manna, and later Aaron’s almond rod that budded. The “lid” on the ark would be overlaid with pure gold and have two cherubim of gold – all one piece – that overshadowed the mercy seat. Their faces would be turned towards the seat while their wings would be turned upwards. God would meet with the Moses (or the High Priest) above the mercy seat and between the two cherubim. From there He would speak to Moses about all His commandments for Israel. 

	3. Using 25:23-30 what was the table of bread like (v23, 24, 25) and how would it be carried (v26-28)? What were the accessories made of (v29)? What was the purpose of the table (v30)? 
	Next the table of bread (often called “table of showbread” – display bread) was to be built of acacia wood and its dimensions would be about 3’L x 1 ½’W x 1 ½’ H. It, too, was to be overlaid with gold and have a gold border with a rim about a handbreadth (2 ½ - 4”) high – also with a gold border. It would also have four gold rings on each of the four corners close to the rim so that the table could be transported with poles overlaid with gold. Its utensils – dishes, pans, jars and bowls were to be of pure gold. These would be used to make the bread and pour libations over it. This bread of the Presence would be set before the Lord at all times and was changed out weekly. The idea was to remember that God (Jesus) was the Bread of life who sustains us by His presence and His provision. This was a daily reminder to the people and a daily worship of gratitude to God for His sustaining grace. 

	4. In Ex 25:31-40 how was the lamp stand to be made (v31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38-39)? How many branches were there (v32) and how many cups (v37)? What was its purpose (v37)?
	The lampstand was made of pure gold, with its base and shaft hammered out. Apparently the cups, bulbs and flowers of gold were made of one piece with it. Three branches went out from each side, each with a cup shaped like almond blossoms, with bulbs and flowers. There were also four cups, blossoms and flowers that went out form the shaft. These cups held the oil for burning which supplied the seven lamps which were positioned to light the space in the Holy Place (inside the Holy of Holies there was no light – only God’s glory). The lampstand, along with the snuffers and trays to trim the wicks and to maintain the oil were to be made from one talent (in Solomon’s time this would have been about 180lb) of gold. The purpose of this lampstand was to light the Holy Place, but the symbolism is that Jesus is the light of the world to light the way into the presence of God. 

	5. Using 26:1-14 describe the tabernacle curtains/walls (v1, 2) and how they were joined (v3, 4-5, 6). What were the overlay curtains like (v7, 8, 14) and how were they joined (v9-13)? Why were there eleven (v9)? 
	The tabernacle, which was the structure into which the priest would go, was framed with ten curtains place on frames that were each 42’L x 6’W.  They would be made of fine twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet material. They would have the design of cherubim worked into the material by skilled workmen. Five of these curtains (30’ wide) would be joined to the other five by placing loops on each of them and then clasping them together with fifty gold clasps. Thus, the tabernacle would be a unit. There would also be eleven curtains (without a design) that would be a tent over these framing curtains that were made of goat’s hair, and then skins that would cover the tent, made of ram’s skins dyed red, and porpoise skins above those. There would be eleven for a tent over the tabernacle so that the eleventh would overlap to cover the entrance into it. The design was for beauty, symbolism, and total darkness. The only light would be from the oil and from the glory of the LORD. 

	6. According to 26:15-30 how was the tent made sturdy (v15, 16-17, 28) and what was used under each frame (v19)? What were the middle bars overlaid with (v29)? 
	The tent was made sturdy with frames about 2’ wide and about 15’ high. There would be two tenons on each board so they could be fitted together and sockets that the frames would fit into. Bars of acacia wood overlaid with gold were also made that would run through the center of the frames, so this was a very sturdy portable structure. The curtains were placed over these. 

	7. Looking at 26:31-37 what did the veil (v31) and screen (v36) look like and how was each hung (v32, 37)? What did each divide (v33, 36) and what was on each side (v34-35)? 
	There was a veil over the entrance to the Holy of Holies that was blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen, with a design of a che-rubim made by a skilled craftsman. It would be hung on four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold with their hooks of gold on silver sockets. This divided the Holy of Holies, which contained the Ark of the Covenant and mercy seat, from the Holy Place, which held the lampstand, table of bread, and altar of incense (this will be men-tioned later). The screen to the doorway of the Holy Place, which divided the courtyard from the tabernacle, was made of similar materials, without cherubim, and hung on five pillars overlaid with gold with golden hooks. However, the sockets would be of bronze. 

	III. Fellowship in the Meeting Place (27)
	Key Idea: God wants us to gather for fellowship with each other as we collectively meet with Him through His appointed sacrifice. 

	8. Using 27:1-8 what was size and material for the altar of burnt offering (v1, 2)? Why? What else was made for it (v3-5) and how was it designed to be moved (v6-8)?
	The altar positioned outside the tabernacle in the center of the courtyard was larger than the other items, being 7 ½’ square x 4 ½’ high. It would be made with hollow acacia wood and would have horns on its corners overlaid with bronze. The implements for preparing the sacrifices would be overlaid with bronze, too, and these would be the pails for removing the ashes, the shovels, basins, forks, and fire pans, along with the grating. There would be rings on the corners in which poles overlaid with bronze would remain so it could be carried.  

	9. From 27:9-19 what were the dimensions of the courtyard (v9, 11, 12-13, 18) and what framed it (v9-10, 11, 12, 14-15)? How big was the gate (v16) and what covered the fasteners (v17-20)? 
	The court of the tabernacle was 150’ long x 75’ wide and it was framed by hangings of fine twisted linen that were 7 ½’ high. There would be twenty pillars on each side and ten pillars on the back that would have sockets of bronze and hooks of silver. In the front there would be hangings 22 1/2’ wide on each side of the entrance and the gate of the court (which faced east) would be 30’ wide. It would be made of blue, purple, scarlet and fine twisted linen, and would have four pillars and sockets. The pillars would all be finished with silver and have bronze sockets. Thus, the interior (the tabernacle itself) was gold and silver, but the court which was exposed to the elements was silver and bronze. 

	10. Read 27:20-21. Who was to bring the light for the lamp stand (v20) and what was it to be made (v20)? Who was it for (v21) and why do you think God had the people provide it? 
	The light for the lampstand was to be furnished by the sons of Israel. It was to be clear oil made of beaten olives and this constant provision would allow it to burn perpetually. Evening and morning Aaron and his sons were to keep it so that it would never be dark inside the Holy Place. This statute was to be carried out through all generations. This would keep everyone involved in the work of meeting with God – this wasn’t just for the priests; His presence was for everyone even though it was mediated by the priests. 

	11. As you look back over Ex 25-27 lay out the courtyard, altar of burnt offering, the tabernacle and its furniture. How does the Ark, table of bread, lamp stand, and altar of burnt offering represent the ministry of Jesus?
	As the outer court was entered from the east the first item encountered would the altar of burnt offering. This would represent two things – first, that we are to offer ourselves completely to God before we begin to worship Him and secondly, that Jesus did offer Himself completely on our behalf so that we could have fellowship with God. The next item, not in this section, would be the bronze laver for washing. Inside the Holy Place (40’ long x 15’ wide x 15’ high) would be the table of bread on the north and the golden lampstand on the south. In front of the veil of Holy of Holies would be the altar of incense (mentioned later also). Inside the Holy of Holies (20’ long x 15’ wide x 15’ high) would be the Ark of the Covenant, covered by the mercy seat. The table of bread represented God’s provision for His people and Jesus as the Bread of Life, while the golden lampstand represented both God’s light for our darkness and Jesus as the Light of the World. The Ark and mercy seat represent Jesus as the medium through which we commune with God because of His mercy. 


