John 9:1-10:21 - Daily Study Questions – None So Blind
The Big Idea: When we choose to receive the gift of sight from the Good Shepherd we will experience the abundant life. 
	I. Sight for the Blind (9:1-23)
	Key Idea: Jesus, as the Light of the world, gives sight to the blind both physically as well as spiritually. 

	1. Read John 9:1-5. Who did Jesus encounter (v1) and what misunderstanding did this cause (v2)? How did Jesus correct it (v3), and how did this incident relate to His identity (v4-5)? 
	Jesus encountered a man with congenital blindness and the disciples asked whose sin had caused the blindness, the man or the parents. This was a misunderstanding, that all disease or misfortune is the result of sin. If the disciples knew the message of the book of Job they would have understood that bad things are the result of living in a fallen world that is the domain of Satan. As Jesus told them it was not punishment for the sin of the man or the parents that resulted in his blindness. Rather, it had been allowed by God so that the works of God might be displayed in him. The goal of our lives is not to be without problems, but, as Jesus said, to work the works of God in heaven. That is what Jesus did; He worked the works of “Him who sent Me” while there was still time to do so. The time would come when that opportunity would be past, even for Jesus; similarly, all of us must work the works of God while we have life and breath. Jesus’ healing of this blind man related specifically to His identity as the “Light of the world”; He came to help people “see” spiritual truth.  

	2. Using John 9:6-12 how did Jesus heal the man (v6) and what was the man’s part (7)? What confusion occurred (v8, 9) and why (v10)? What did the man say (v11-12) and what does this indicate? 
	Jesus healed the blind man by spitting on the ground, making clay, and applying it to his eyes, reminiscent of God’s creation of Adam. He then told the man to do his part by going to the pool of Siloam and washing the clay off his eyes. When he did he was able to see, reinforcing the fact that Jesus was responsible for his ability to see. This is how faith works; God moves first, then tells us to take action on what He has said, and then the outcome fulfills His promise. When this man’s friends realized that he could see they were confused as to whether this was the same one or not, underscoring that it was well-known that he was the one who used to sit and beg because he was blind. Others said that it only looked like him, but there was no doubt that this was the man. They asked how his eyes were opened and he said the man called Jesus had made clay, applied it to his eyes, told him to wash it off in Siloam, and when he did, he could see. When they asked where Jesus was and he didn’t know, it showed that this was not a “set-up”; this was truly an indisputable miracle. 

	3. From John 9:13-17 when did the healing occur (v14) and why did this matter (v13, 15-16)? What were the opinions about Jesus (v16) and how had the healed man’s opinion changed (v12, 17)? 
	Jesus healed this man on a Sabbath which was considered breaking the Mosaic Law since he made clay and applied it. They used this as evidence that Jesus was not from God since He didn’t keep the Sabbath. This caused a division, though, because others thought it impossible that a man who was a sinner could perform such signs. This led them to ask the man who had been healed who he thought Jesus was and he said, “He is a prophet”. This was an “upgrade” in his opinion of Jesus, showing that God was working on his heart; He had just been “Jesus” to the man.

	4. In John 9:18-23 what happened next and why (v18-19)? How did his parents answer (v20-21)? Why (v22-23)? How does this strike you?
	The Jews couldn’t accept that Jesus had actually healed a blind man, so they concluded that he hadn’t really been born blind. They called his parents to question them about his blindness. They told the leaders that it was his son and that he had been born blind, but they wouldn’t comment on how he could now see or who might have accomplished this. They were afraid of the Jews who had promised to excommunicate anyone who said Jesus was the Messiah. This shows that the leaders knew the claims of Jesus to be the Christ, and they knew that one of the signs of the Messiah was that He would cause the blind to see. So, because of this fear, the parents told them to go ask their son who was old enough to answer for himself. The parents were obviously cowardly since they wouldn’t stick up for their son, not to mention that they wouldn’t stand up for God who had healed their son. 

	II. Salvation for the Blind (9:24-41)
	Key Idea: Those who admit their spiritual blindness are able to be forgiven of their sins and gain spiritual sight. 

	5. Using John 9:24-34 describe the Jews’ position (v24, 26, 28-29, 34) and the healed man’s position (v25, 27, 30-33) regarding Jesus, the “miracle”, and the man. 
	The Jews position is that Jesus was a sinner, whether it lined up with the facts or not. So, they told the healed man to give glory to God by agreeing with them. The man said that he didn’t know whether or not He was a sinner, but he did know one thing, that he had been blind and could now see because of what Jesus had done. When they asked him to again say what had happened he said that he had told them already, and wanted to know if they wanted to hear it again so they could become His disciples. His sarcasm caused them to revile him by saying that he was Jesus’ disciple, but they were Moses’ disciples. They knew that God had spoken to Moses but they didn’t know where Jesus was from (a common theme). The man’s answer was that it was amazing that Jesus had opened his eyes but they didn’t know where He was from. He went on to say that “we” know that God does not hear sinners, but if anyone is God-fearing and does His will He hears them. Furthermore, he said that since the beginning of time that no one had ever heard of anyone who was born blind having their sight restored. This brings the miracle of Jesus into greater focus because it meant that He actually had to recreate this man’s eye since he was born that way. Finally, the man said that if Jesus was not from God He could do nothing. He was teaching the rabbis and this greatly offended them. So, they said that the man was entirely born in sins (they assumed this since he wasn’t one of them and had blindness from birth) and yet he was teaching them (without authority). Thus, they barred him from the synagogue. 

	6. Read John 9:35-41. What did Jesus do next and why (v35, 37)? Trace the man’s development of faith (v12, 17, 33, 36, 38). How did this story reveal Jesus’ mission (v39, 40, 41)? 
	When Jesus heard that they had excommunicated the man He found him so that He could cement his relationship to Him. His question was whether he believed in the Son of Man, to which he asked, “Who is He?” so that he could believe in Him. Jesus told him that he had seen Him and that He was at that moment talking to him. So, the man said, “Lord, I believe” and he worshiped Him. The man’s faith thus started with the mere identification of Him by name – Jesus – then moved to “He is a prophet”. Then, he said that Jesus had to be from God to be able to heal him, and then finally he called Him Lord and worshiped Him as the Son of Man, a divine/messianic title from Dan 7:13-14. Jesus went on to explain that He had come into the world for judgment – that those who did not see would see, and those who did see would become blind. Jesus came for sinners, to seek and to save the lost, so that anyone who did not fall into that category would not believe in Him. That is why He told the Pharisees present that because they said that they “saw” they were therefore blind. If they had said they were blind, then they could receive His gift of sight and would have no sin since they would be forgiven. We must admit our sin and blindness to receive forgiveness and sight. 

	III. Shepherd for the Blind                (10:1-21)
	Key Idea: When spiritually blind people receive sight they need guidance, protection and provision from the Good Shepherd. 

	7. From John 10:1-8 what are the elements of this parable (v1, 2, 3, 4-5) and who or what does each stand for (v7, 8)? What was His point and how was it received (v6)? 
	Jesus moves from His identification as the Light of the world to His role as the Door and the Shepherd of the sheep. “Sheep” was a picture of the people of God since the time of Israel’s beginning, so the idea of a sheepfold was natural. Sheep are gathered into a pen and there is a door to go in and out. Sheep also have a shepherd. These “shepherds” enter through the door, but those who climb up over the pen another way are thieves and robbers. A shepherd further calls his sheep by name, they know his voice, and they follow him. They will not follow a stranger but will rather run from him because they don’t know his voice. The disciples (or those listening) didn’t really understand what Jesus meant, so He explained by telling them that He was the door of the sheep. Furthermore, all who came before Him to represent themselves as the “way” were thieves and robbers, but the true sheep didn’t hear or follow them. His overall point is that true sheep know who their shepherds are and also who the thieves are; they will only follow their shepherd. 

	8. In John 10:8-10 What is the goal of the thieves and robbers (v10) and how do the sheep respond (v8)? What is Jesus offering (v9, 10) and what does this mean? Apply.  
	Jesus is the door of the sheep and anyone who enters through Him he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes into the sheepfold to steal sheep, to kill sheep, and to destroy sheep – his only motive is himself and he doesn’t care what happens to the sheep. True sheep do not follow thieves, but they can steal, kill and destroy them. On the other hand Jesus offers salvation, pasture, life and abundance. In everyday life Christians do fail to always follow their Shepherd, Jesus, and tend to listen sometimes to thieves and robbers. But they do come to their senses at some point and the direction of their lives will be towards Jesus. Since we still have a sin nature sometimes we do succumb to Satan’s temptations. In an overall sense, though, we follow our true Shepherd who is the Door of the sheep. 

	9. Looking at John 10:11-15 who is the Good Shepherd (v11) and what is He like (v11, 14, 15)? What are “hirelings” like (v12, 13) and to whom does this refer? 
	Jesus switching His imagery to Himself as the Good Shepherd of the sheep, not just the Door into the sheepfold. There are many that pose as shepherds, but they are actually just “hirelings”, those who are just “doing a job” and don’t care about the sheep personally. In fact hirelings behold the wolf coming and run, rather than staying the course and fighting to the death if necessary. These are the spiritual leaders of Israel at that time, the ones who had been fighting with Jesus. The Good Shepherd, though, lays down His life for His sheep, whom He knows personally and who know Him personally. This is just like His relationship with His Father whom He knows and who knows Him.  

	10. Using John 10:16-21 who is Jesus talking about (v16)? What will Jesus do for them (v16) and all of His sheep (v17)? Why (v18)?  How does this affect the Father (v17)? What was the result of Jesus’ words (v19-21)?  
	Jesus has “other sheep” not of this fold, meaning Gentiles who were not in the Jewish fold, that would come in through the Door and follow the Good Shepherd. They would hear the voice of Jesus and follow Him, then both Jew and Gentile sheep would become folded together as one flock. This would occur as Jesus laid down His life for them, and this action would be in response to the command of the Father. This is a very strong explanation of why Jesus ministered to the Gentiles, outsiders and Samaritans – it was in accord with the Father’s will. The Father loved Jesus because He laid down His life voluntarily and willingly for all of His sheep. As a result of these words a division rose between the Jews, some of whom thought Him demon-possessed or insane, and others who believed in Him because a demon couldn’t open the eyes of the blind. This was truly an attesting miracle for some.

	11. Look back over John 9:1-10:21. How was the blind man healed physically and spiritually and how does this depict salvation? What does the Good Shepherd do for those who are saved? 
	The blind man was healed physically by the miraculous action of Jesus and his faith in His words. He was healed spiritually as he continued to listen and think about who Jesus was, and then Jesus found him and revealed Himself to him. In both cases Jesus as the Light of the world opened the eyes of the blind man as he received a gift of healing by following His instructions. This is the way genuine faith is expressed – we hear the word, and then we obey it because we trust it is true. The Good Shepherd and Door of the sheep gives abundant life, provision and leadership to His sheep. All they have to do is listen to His voice and follow. 


