Study Questions for Joshua 23-24 – Keeping It Real
The Big Idea: Since complete devotion to God is humanly impossible, we must commit to Him openly, repent of our old patterns, replace them with new ones, and rely on His help to be faithful. 
	I. A Charge to Keep (23:1-16)
	Key Idea: In view of all God has done for us we must cling to Him in love and obedience.

	1. Read Joshua 23:1-5. Who did Joshua call together (v2) and of what did he remind them (v3-4)? To whom did he give the credit (v3)? What was his condition and Israel’s condition (v1, 2)? What else did he tell them (v5)? 
	Joshua, after the land had been at rest quite a while, called all Israel – the elders, the heads (leaders of various units), the judges and the military officers – all the leadership together to remind them of several things and exhort them to be faithful. From the vantage point of his old age and experience he recalled what they had seen the Lord do to the nations because of them, for He was the One who had been fighting for them. He had divided up Canaan among them as an inheritance for their tribes along with the other nations He had destroyed from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan (this would include, for example, Philistia). He then told them that the Lord would thrust the rest of the Canaanites in the land just as He had promised and they would possess the land. Implied in this was that He would drive them out as they did their part to engage them. 

	2. In 23:6-10 what was Joshua’s command to them (v6, 7, 8) and why did this make sense (v9-10)? What was his main concern (v7) and how could they do this (v6, 8)?
	Joshua commanded them to be very firm to keep and do all that was written in the book of the law of Moses, not deviating from it in any way. They were not to associate with any of the remaining inhabitants of the nations, especially in worship - not mentioning the name of their gods, nor making anyone swear by them, not serving them or bowing down to them. Rather, they were to cling to the Lord that day – stick closely to Him and follow hard after Him, as they had done to that day. This made complete sense because the Lord had driven out great and strong nations before them; no man had been able to stand before them. One of them had been able to put a thousand enemies to flight. His main concern was that they not follow these false gods and the only way they could do that was by obedience and a heart that stuck closely to God. 

	3. From 23:11-13 what were they to do and how (v11)? What was their greatest danger (v12) and what would be the outcome (v13)? How can we apply this? 
	They were to take “diligent” (the word means to cut, as a furrow in a field) heed to themselves – pay attention to what they were thinking and feeling and taking into their minds – to love the Lord their God. He was to be the object of their focus and love, which would come through meditating on His Word and obeying Him, even when they didn’t “feel” like it. The greatest danger facing them was to return to and cling to the nations they had driven out, adapting to them and intermarrying with them so they had associated deeply with them. If this happened the Lord would not continue to drive them out before them, partly as judgment, but also practically it couldn’t occur with killing them in the process; they would be too connected. Because of this they would become a snare and trap to them, transforming into whips on their sides and thorns in their eyes, and eventually causing Israel to perish from the land which the Lord had given them. This is so true for us when we face our spiritual enemies; if we give them any room in our lives and associate deeply with them, failing to drive them out they will overtake our lives and the Lord will have to dispossess us from His promises until we come back to Him. We will not live the abundant life He promised as long as we live the lesser life of our spiritual enemies. It will be one or the other – we can’t serve two masters. 

	4. According to Joshua 23:14-16 what was about to happen to Joshua (v14) and what had he learned both good (v14) and bad (v15, 16)? 
	Joshua knew he was about to die and he recalled for them that not one of the good words the Lord had spoken concerning them had failed; they had all been fulfilled for them. He had learned, however, that just as God’s good words concerning them had been fulfilled, so all God’s threats that would result from their disobedience would similarly be fulfilled until He had destroyed them from the land He had given them. When (not if) they transgressed the covenant of the Lord which He commanded and went and served other gods, bowing down to them, His anger would burn against them and they would quickly perish from the good land He had given them. Their faithfulness was serious business.

	II. A Commitment Kept (24:1-13)
	Key Idea: God magnificently keeps His commitments to us, so it makes sense to respond to Him with loyalty. 

	5. Using 24:1-6 outline the first part of Israel’s history (v2, 3, 4, 5, 6). To whom did Joshua tell this (v1)? Describe their background (v2) and what God did for them (v3, 5, 6). 
	Joshua called the same leaders to him as Israel gathered at Shechem to renew their covenant with God formally. This was the same place where Abraham had built an altar in honor of God’s original promise to give them that land for an inheritance (see Gen 12:6 and 13:14-18), so this site had great significance for what they were about to do. Since he was about to “go the way of all the earth” (die) he wanted to insure that they would stay true to God when he was gone. He began by reminding them of what God had done for them. He had taken them from beyond the River (the Euphrates in Mesopotamia) where they had served other gods. This was God’s first act of grace to them. He then placed them in Canaan where He multiplied their descendants through Isaac and Jacob, the father of Israel. Thirdly, after Jacob and his sons (the 12 tribes) went down to Egypt where they lived four hundred years and multiplied greatly, but where they also became slaves to the Egyptians, God delivered them. He brought great plagues on Egypt and took them out of Egypt to the Red Sea. 

	6. Based on 24:6-13 what else had Israel faced (v6, 7, 8, 9, 11) and what had God done for them (v7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13)? What should have been their response to this? 
	When they were boxed in at the Red Sea, the water before them and the Egyptians advancing behind them they cried out to God and He helped them. He put darkness between them and the Egyptians, parted the waters so that Israel passed through them, then brought the waters down on the Egyptian army, destroying them as they passed through. Then, they lived in the wilderness a long time (40 years) and God brought them into the land of the Amorite on the eastern side of the Jordan. He gave them (Sihon and Og, 2 kings in this region) into their hands, then refused to allow Balaam who had been enlisted by Balak, king of Moab, to curse them. Rather, he blessed them. Finally, they passed over the Jordan, and God gave Jericho into their hands, and all the nations of Canaan fell to them. This was all from God who had sent the hornet before them (this could be literal, or metaphorical, showing that they ran from no visible enemy) so that it wasn’t merely by their sword that they had conquered them. It was mainly by God that it all occurred. They then were able to live on land on which they had not labored, in cities which they had not built, and to eat from vineyards and olive groves which they had not planted. This reminder of God’s goodness to them should have over-whelmed them and caused them to be intensely loyal to Him. The same should be true for us. 

	III. A Covenant Renewed                   (24:14-33)
	Key Idea: We must sincerely commit to serving God, repenting of our old ways and asking for His help to be faithful. 

	7. Read 24:14-18. Based on God’s actions what did Joshua tell them to do (v14, 15) and what was his commitment (v15)? What was Israel’s response (v16, 18) and why (v17-18)? 
	Joshua told them to fear the Lord in sincerity and truth. The word for sincerity means perfectly and the word for truth means with reliability. So the idea communicated is that of complete reliability. Joshua was calling for them to be completely reliable in their service to God – total loyalty. The outworking of this would be to put away all their foreign gods from beyond the River, from Egypt, and from the land of Canaan. They had continued to worship these gods alongside their worship of Yahweh and that was not acceptable if they were to renew their covenant promises to Him. It was time for them to decide if it was disagreeable to them to serve only Yahweh; if it was they were to turn from Him and serve these false gods. Joshua, for his part, had decided that he and his house would serve the Lord. The people answered that it was unthink-able that they would forsake God to serve these other gods since He had brought them out of Egypt, done great signs in their midst, preserved them through the wilderness, and driven out all the Canaanites before them. 

	8. In 24:19-22 how did Joshua react (v19)? What did he seem to expect (v20) and what would happen (v20)? How did they (v21-22) and Joshua (v22) respond?
	Joshua told them that they would not be able to serve Him because He is a holy God and a jealous God. He was different from the other so-called gods, permitting worship of Himself alone. He would share the spotlight with no false god of anyone’s making. He would not overlook their transgressions or sins on this matter as He had done until then. Rather, He would turn away from them and do them harm, consuming them after all the good He had done for them. The people reiterated that “No” (we will not do that), but we will serve the Lord. Joshua then affirmed that they were witnesses against themselves that they had chosen the Lord to serve. This entire episode is in the typical form of a treaty between a king (suzerain) and his subjects (vassals) that was prevalent in that day. What the king had done for his subjects was listed first, then the obligations of his subjects came next, with the agreement to be loyal following. The penalties for disobedience were listed and then the treaty was sworn to officially with symbolic public attestations (like the writing down of this treating and the stone monument later (24:25-27). This would be an official treaty or covenant between Yahweh and Israel. 

	9. From 24:23-28 what else did Joshua tell them (v23) and what did they promise (v24)? What happened next (v25) and how was this covenant confirmed (v26, 27)? 
	Joshua then told them to put away their foreign gods which were among them and to incline their hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel. The people officially declared that they would serve the Lord their God and obey His voice. So, Joshua made the covenant, writing it down in the book of the law of God, and then took a large stone and set it up under the oak that was by the tabernacle. He told them aloud that that stone would be a witness against Israel for it had heard all the words that the Lord had spoken to them. Therefore they were not to deny the Lord. 

	10. Using 24:28-33 what conclusions to this phase of Israel’s history occur (v28, 29-30, 32, 33)? How had Israel acted and why (v31)? What does this foreshadow negatively? 
	Joshua dismissed the people to their homes and after this Joshua and Eleazar died and Joseph’s bones were buried at Shechem. Joshua had lived to 110 and they buried him in his territory at Timnath-serah; Eleazar was buried at Gibeah by his son Phinehas in the hill country of Ephraim. The story closes with the comment that Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua and of the elders who had seen all that God had done for them. The implication is that once they were all dead, they stopped serving Yahweh. This is exactly what the book of Judges shows (Judges 2:6-15). 

	11 Review Josh 23-24. What was Joshua’s main concern at the end of his life (23:11-13, 16; 24:19-20)? How did he model his values (24:15) and how did he call for a commitment in a way that had some force behind it (24:25-27)? How can we apply these things? 
	Joshua’s main concern at the end of his life was that the Israelites would be faithful to God when he was gone. Related to this was his fear that Israel would intermingle with the Canaanite nations and adopt their gods. This, in turn, would lead God to eventually cast them out of the land which He had given them. This had been prophesied by Moses (Deut 31:14-18), but Joshua hoped that it wouldn’t happen to the next generation. He feared that they didn’t realize what a holy and jealous God they served, One who countenanced no breach of loyalty. They would not be able to remain true to Him in their own strength (24:19) and he wanted them to know that their strength of commitment wasn’t enough to keep them loyal. Rather, they had to have God’s help, which in turn meant their absolute surrender to Him through prayer, worship, the Word and one another. It also meant practically that they had to put their other gods away – burning them, burying them, refusing to think about them, etc. They had a way of life that they had to deal with, one which included God and idols. They had to repent of this and turn completely to Him. Joshua made this decision for his house and then followed through with it during his lifetime. Once the commitment was made the decision was then made public in writing and with a stone monument. We must do the same thing – it is absolutely necessary that we put away our false gods – if tv gets in the way of our devotion, we must sell our tv. If pleasure, food, social activities, sports activities – you fill in the blank – gets in the way of our devotion and service to God we must deal severely with them. This is the value of spiritual disciplines – they teach us a different godly way to do life. In addition to this we must realize that only God can give us the strength to do this, so surrender is the path to victory. Surrender, repentance, and replacement with God’s Word and ways will enable us to be faithful to God. Once this decision is made we must also make it public, inviting others to hold us accountable. 


