Daily Study Questions for 1 Peter 1:1-2:10
The Big Picture: When we know who we are, what God expects of us, and how to get there we have a good foundation for success.
	I. Our Privileged Position (1:1-12)
	Key Idea: Because God has mercifully chosen us and given us a glorious future we are able to endure the trials of this life for Him. 

	1. Read 1 Peter 1:1-2. How does Peter describe the believers here (v1). What does each member of the Trinity do for us (v2), and what does that mean to you?
	Those to whom Peter writes are “aliens” (non persona grata) in this world, and scattered (as seed – from the word, “dia-spora”) or dispersed throughout the area then known as Asia Minor (Turkey today). They are also described as chosen, which means specifically selected out of a group. This “selection” (election) process was accomplished as each member of the Godhead fulfilled His specific role. The Father knew us ahead of time, meaning He personally knew us, although we wouldn’t come to know Him until our arrival in history. The Spirit then sanctified, or set us apart, to be the special recipients of God’s grace in time. This meant He so worked in our lives that we would be in the right place in the right time to respond to God’s call to salvation. Finally, Christ shed His blood for us so that we might respond to Him in faith, be made right in God’s sight, and receive the gift of eternal life. This shows that salvation is God’s work and our part is to respond to God’s call in obedience. No one knows who those chosen are except as they respond positively to His call. This all means that even though we are aliens in this world, we have a special place in God’s kingdom, having been chosen by Him to carry His message throughout the earth.  

	2. According to 1:3-5 what else has God done for us (v3, 4, 5)? When do we get to experience this (v3, 4-5)? 
	In His mercy God has also caused us to be born again to a living hope because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. In addition to the new birth, we have also been given an inheritance by God that is imperishable, undefiled, unfading, and reserved in heaven for us. This inheritance is guaranteed because we are personally protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation that will be revealed in the last time, or era, of God’s plan for the ages. We get to experience this new way of life right now because we are born anew into God’s life; but we will also receive complete salvation when our old sinful body is replaced by a sinless glorified body. It is an “already, but not yet” type of thing. 

	3. From 1:6-9 what can Christians expect in this life (v6, 7), and how should we respond (v6, 8)? Why (v7, 9)? 
	Christians can expect to be distressed (made sorrowful) by various trials (testing or temptation), the type that prove or attest to our faith like gold that is refined by the fire. Because this will lead to a precious faith and will result in praise and glory and honor for us at the revelation of Jesus Christ, and because it will result in the ultimate salvation of our souls, we should greatly rejoice with glorious and inexpressible joy. 

	4. From 1:10-12 what were the prophets of old trying to discover (v10-11)? What did God reveal to them (v12)? What does this mean?
	The Jewish prophets were trying to discover at what time the promised salvation would come – centered on the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not merely serving the Jewish nation, but especially those of all nations who would be alive when and after the Messiah appeared. In other words, the Jewish prophets of old were serving the Gentile believers. This means that we are not an afterthought to God, but part of His original plan (even though the Jews cannot conceive of that). 

	
II. Our Plan Of Action (1:13-2:3)
	Key Idea: We are called to be holy and loving, and to allow God’s Word to saturate our lives. 

	5. Based on 1:13-16 what is God’s plan of action for us (v16)? Specifically, what does this look like (v14, 15), and what attitude is required (v13)? 
	God’s overall plan for His people is that we become holy in all our behavior, even as God is holy. This means on one hand to not be conformed to our former lusts, and on the other hand to be obedient to all God has called us to do. To do this we must have attitude that is ready for action, be serious-minded about the battle that we are in, and remain focused upon the future victory that is ours when we endure to the end for Christ. 

	6. Looking at 1:17-21 how are we to conduct ourselves (v17), and why (v17)? What has God done that should motivate us (v18-19, 20-21)?  
	We are to conduct ourselves in fear, or respect for God’s judgment, during our “stay” (to dwell beside a house) here on earth, because our Father God is the One who also impartially judges every person’s work. We should be motivated to do this in light of the fact that we were redeemed from the futile (empty of truth, devoid of success) way of life that we inherited from our fathers by the precious blood of the unblemished and spotless lamb, Christ. Furthermore, although He was foreknown before the foundation of the world to be the sacrifice for sins, He appeared in these last days for the sake of Gentile believers. He was also raised Him from the dead so that our faith and hope are in God. So, we were redeemed from pure futility by the most precious thing there is, Christ’s blood, were made the object of this sacrifice, and were given faith and hope in God. We should thus be motivated to serve Him gratefully and enthusiastically.

	7. In 1:22-25 what is our purpose (v22), and what is the source of power for fulfilling this (v23-25)? How does this work in your life? 
	Our purpose is to sincerely love one another in God’s family, and we are able to do this because we have obeyed the truth. Specifically, the truth is that life is found in Christ alone, and that word or message causes us to be born again. This Word is imperishable, living, and abiding, so when it actually is taken into our lives on a genuine level it will lead to love for not only God, but also to one another. The Word must be received with humility – a willingness to lay aside our agenda (Jas 1:21), pursued deeply (1 Pet 2:2), considered with undistracted focus (the thorns will choke it out), and obeyed thoroughly to have the effect of love in our lives. If it becomes part of our lives in this way it will change us. 

	III. Our Purpose as His People            (2:4-10)
	Key Idea: As we come to Christ through His Word, we are called to personally proclaim, and to help others proclaim, the excellencies of God. 

	8. Using 2:1-3 what must we eliminate from our lives (v1), and what must we pursue (v2)? What makes us want to do this (v3)? 
	In order for the Word to abide in us we must make room for it by putting aside (taking off like clothes) certain attitudes and behaviors. The word “all” means that this list is representative of any attitude that would hinder the growth of the Word in our lives. The first of these is malice, which means general ill will; we all know people who basically like to cause trouble for others, which is what malice refers to. The second is [all] guile, or deceit – leading people to believe one thing when you actually mean another. Thus, this includes more than overt lying; it is allowing or leading anyone to think something that is not the truth. Thirdly, hypocrisy, or posing as someone you’re not hinders the pursuit of the Word. Next, envy, or wishing for someone else’s blessings from God instead of being thankful for your own, is mentioned. Finally, slander, or tearing someone down with your words, will keep the Word from taking root in us. The question that begs to be asked is why these five things have to be put aside in order for the “pure milk of the Word” to be pursued. There is no answer given here, but from personal experience when I am at odds with my brother I am mainly focused on indulging myself by my own means. That leaves no room for God’s Word as food for me, or God’s way as a plan for living. To make room for God I must repent, which means to change my mind about the way I am and the way I do life (malice, guile, hypocrisy, envy, slander), and decide to do it God’s way, which would be love, truth, integrity, contentment, and encouragement. His truth must go deep inside, and change me from the inside out. The reason we should want to drink the pure milk of God’s Word is that it is good. There is a conditional phrase in v3 that explains this: “if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord”. This may be a reference to Ps 34:8 which exhorts us to “taste and see that the Lord is good”. Whether or not Peter had this verse in mind, the point is that if we have tasted the kindness of the Lord we should want more and more of it. This is how a baby acts; when they have tasted a little bit of milk, they want some more. This means, then, that when we take in the sincere milk of the Word we experience the Lord’s kindness again – both as we take it in, and as we receive the blessings of living it in our daily lives. 

	9. According to 2:4-8 what is our purpose as believers (v5)? How does God view us (v4) and how does this relate to Jesus (v6-8)? 
	Our purpose as believers is to be a spiritual house for a holy priesthood (ourselves) so that we can offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. This says 3 things: first, as “living” stones we are being built up into a place where the Spirit of God can be worshiped. Secondly, we are to be a holy priesthood in this spiritual house so that we can help people have access to God. Finally, we are to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God, to minister to Him and bless Him. Two examples of spiritual sacrifices are found in Rom 12:1 where our presentation of ourselves to God as living sacrifices is called our “reasonable”, or “spiritual” service to God, and in Heb 13:15 where we are told to bring the sacrifice of “praise” to God (Heb 13:15). Actually, all of our devoted service to God is a spiritual sacrifice, or offering to Him, and it is all acceptable to Him through (or because of our relationship to) Jesus Christ. If we believe in Jesus who is the “choice” or chosen stone, the One selected to be the cornerstone that ties all the building together and keeps it stable and straight, then we ourselves will be acceptable to God. If we reject Him, however, we, too, will be rejected, along with all the “service” we do for God. Service to God is not about good works; it is about good works or service that flows out of our relationship to our chosen and precious Cornerstone. 

	10. From 2:9-10 how are believers described (v9-10), and how does this define our purpose (v9)? 
	We are “chosen race’, “a royal priesthood”, a “holy nation”, “a people for God’s own possession”, “the people of God”, and those who have “received mercy”. These were all terms that had been applied to the Jews in the Old Testament (Ex 19:5-6 refers to God’s people as “a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, and a people for His possession), but now, by virtue of our relationship with Christ, all believers in Him, including Gentiles, carry this identity. We have been chosen, therefore, to fulfill God’s purposes as royal priests, set apart (holy) for God to proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. The phrase “royal priesthood” implies that each of us has access to God, and each of us carries God’s authority to lead others to follow Him and enter into this same access. We are here for God and others, and not for ourselves, although in the process we get blessed immeasurably. 

	11. Summarize from 1 Peter 1:1-2:10 God’s plan and purpose for you. From this passage identify one area in which you need to develop and ask God to show you how.
	God’s plan is that we personally proclaim, and lead others to proclaim, the excellencies of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. We do this as we seek to live holy and reverent lives, sincerely love others, put aside all self-promotion, and pursue the pure milk of God’s Word so that we may grow up in Him. When we do we will be able to offer up acceptable spiritual sacrifices to God as His royal priesthood. The only way to put these things into effect is to get specific – take an inventory of how you are doing in each of these areas, ask God to show you how to change, do it, then continue to check up on yourself. This works best in an accountability relationship with someone who is willing to invest the time to help you grow. 


