Study Questions for Revelation 1 – Wake Up People
The Big Idea: Because Jesus will win it only makes sense to believe in Him and live for Him now. 
	I. Scope of Revelation (1:1-8)
	Key Idea: God reveals Himself fully in Jesus His Son and reveals the important details of the conclusion of this age and eternity. 

	1. Read Rev 1:1-2. Who and what does this book reveal (v1)? What was John’s part in this revelation (v2)? 
	This book reveals (uncovers) Jesus Christ and is also from Jesus Christ. It is the revelation He gave John, the elderly apostle, to give to His bond-servants about what must shortly take place. He communicated this message by an angel to John, whose part was to bear witness to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all he saw. It is unclear whether the word of God and testimony of Jesus Christ was separate from “all that he saw” or if these were one and the same. In one sense of all of the visions that John had of the future were the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ (since He was going to be involved in these end time events) so it really doesn’t matter very much whether they are the same or not. Apply: Studying revelation is fascinating, but the greatest value is to get to know Jesus better. There are many descriptions given and many scenes of worship that can enable us to develop greater intimacy in our relationship with Him. Also, just like John, as we understand these things we are responsible to share them with others for their encouragement, challenge and edification.  

	2. Looking at 1:3 what 3 things must be done with this book for it to be a blessing? Why is each one important? 
	This verse says that reading, hearing and heeding these prophecies will lead to blessing in a person’s life because the time is near (this is the only book in the Bible that promises such a blessing, although it would apply to all of them). The idea is that when you read you find out God’s will, when you hear you really listen to it, and when you heed it you make preparations in life based on what you heard. Actually, in the early church there would be a reader and those who heard could listen to him or tune him out. But even taking the words to heart would not have any value if it didn’t lead to a change of behavior in some way. These same principles apply today. Apply: The ultimate value of any biblical passage or book is application – it must change us. For that to happen, though, we must first know what it actually says and really listen to it with our hearts. We all know what it is like to read or hear something and it not take root in our minds and hearts. Once we have allowed that to happen, though, we can then put into practice what God is saying to us. 

	3. From 1:4-6 who was Revelation written to (v4) and who was it from (v4-5)? How is Jesus described here (v5), what has He done (v5-6), and what will be the final outcome (v6)? 
	John wrote to the seven churches of Asia, a Roman province, which is roughly equivalent to Turkey today. It is significant that this writing was addressed not to individuals, but to churches; Christ cares about His body collectively, not just individually – He died for His Bride, the church. This writing was from Him who is, who was, and who is to come (the Father) and from the “seven” Spirits (seven is a number which indicates completeness, and we know that the Spirit is One because He is God) who are before the throne, and from Jesus Christ. In other words this writing is from the three in one God. Jesus is described as the faithful witness, the first-born from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. He loves us and has released us from our sins by His blood; He has also made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father. The final outcome of His work will be glory and dominion forever and ever to Him. Apply: Since Revelation was written to seven churches it is easy to find application to our church today. It was not written to individuals; it was written to churches because it is through the church that God accomplishes His will. It is important to remember, though, that the will of God for us revolves around an accurate picture of Christ in His glory. We must continue to get to know Him in His fullness. 

	4. Using Rev 1:7-8 what does the future hold in relation to Jesus (v7) and how is He described (v8)? Why is this significant? 
	Jesus is coming back with the “clouds”, a reference to Dan 7:13. This may mean symbolically that He is coming back with His saints who appear as a white cloud in their white robes of righteousness, but at the very least it means He will descend from heaven as He returns to the earth. It also says that when He returns that every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him referring to Romans or to the Jews who were behind the plot. In Zech 12:10 we are told that the Jews will look upon Him whom they have pierced and mourn in the last days when Jerusalem is under attack; but here it says that all the tribes of the earth will mourn. This must mean that Jesus’ return will relate to more than just the Jews; all the earth will mourn over Him whom they have pierced because there will be believers from every tribe. He is the Alpha and Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet) – the first and the last – who is, who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. While we refer to God the Father this way, this verse shows that Jesus the Lord is also without beginning and without end and is forever present. He is the Almighty, which reminds us of the name for God that Abraham used, El Shaddai, the Mighty One. This description emphasizes that although Jesus died, He was also resurrected and lives forever more. He is not just a god; He is the God, very God of very God. Apply: When all things started Jesus was there, and when eternity is ushered in, Jesus will still be there. Since He is coming back to take His bride home with Him it is imperative that we be ready and alert when He returns. He is the Almighty who loves us even though we were responsible for His death; the very fact that He graciously saves people from every tribe to be His own should overwhelm us and lead us into grateful service. 

	II. Source of Revelation (1:9-16)
	Key Idea: Revelation of the truth is given by Christ; it is not the invention of man. 

	5. In 1:9-10 where was John and why (v9), and what was his spiritual condition when he wrote Revelation (v10)? What does this mean?
	John had been exiled to the Greek island of Patmos because of persecution by the Roman government (specifically Domitian, the emperor, in the 90’s AD). He considered himself in fellowship with the larger community of believers who were under tribulation, called to persevere as they pursued the kingdom of the Lord. He had been placed on the island because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus, meaning that he was teaching God’s word and sharing with others about Jesus’ desire and ability to save them and change them. As he was “in the Spirit”, meaning he was having intimate fellowship with the Lord, on the “Lord’s day”, referring to Sunday. The reason this is called “the Lord’s day” is that it memorialized the day that Jesus rose from the dead. In John’s day Jewish Christians often still observed their Jewish traditions in the synagogues on Saturday, and then worshiped with fellow Christians of Jewish or Gentile origin on Sunday. Apply: John, the last living apostle, provides a great example for us today. He was enduring tribulation and persecution because of his testimony about Christ and his declaration of the Word. It was obvious, though, that he was happy about this because he was in fellowship (a fellow partaker with) with others who were experiencing the same thing, and he was “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s day. He used the persecution, therefore, as an opportunity for deeper fellowship with other believers and with the Lord. 

	6. Looking at 1:11 what did the “voice” (v10) tell John to write (v11) and who was he to send it to (v11)? 
	The voice behind John told him to write in a book what he saw and to send it to the seven churches of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. This means that John’s source of revelation would be visions that he would write down for the church’s edification and encouragement. Apply: We are merely to communicate the message that God gives us, not make up words for God. Furthermore, the heart of the Lord is his church – we are to invest ourselves in building up His church, while not forgetting about those on the outside who have never heard. 

	7. According to 1:12-14 where was the voice coming from (v12-13)? Who was this one speaking and what was He like (v13-14)? 
	The voice was coming from one like a son of man (reminiscent of Daniel 7:13) who was clothed in a robe reaching to his feet and girded across His breast with a golden girdle. His head and hair were white like white wool, like snow, and His eyes were like a flame of fire. This is a picture of the glorified Christ; His long flowing robe symbolizes His stature - He is no longer in robes of battle, but in robes of majesty and accomplishment. The whiteness of his hair and beard (His head) speak of His purity, and the eyes burning like fire show the piercing, penetrating nature of His judgment. Apply: The better we get to know Jesus the more impressed we will be with all His perfections – His purity, His majesty, His might, His sovereignty, and His judgments. This, in turn, will change into the people He made us to be – those conformed to the image of Christ. 

	8. From 1:15-16 what were some other features of the “son of man” (v15-16) and what stands out to you about this description?
	His feet were like burnished bronze glowing in a furnace and His voice was like the sound of many waters (like an ocean in its power). The feet show that He has endured the fires of persecution Himself and is able to go anywhere without fear of danger. His voice implies the awesome majesty of His words. When He speaks, people listen (if they know what’s good for them). In His right hand (the hand of His power) He held seven stars (the angels or messengers to the churches), and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, symbolic of the Word of God that sharply divides truth from error. Furthermore, His face was like the sun shining in its strength. This entire description emphasizes the purity and true judgment of Jesus, and underscores His majestic strength and sovereignty. We worship a mighty God. Apply: To be with Jesus is to be exposed, cut to the quick. This is good for us because the thing that stands in the way of perfect fellowship with Him is our sin, with all of its selfish barriers to intimacy. We must spend deep time in His presence and invite Him to search us and root out the sin that is there. 

	III. Scheme of Revelation (1:17-20)
	Key Idea: God’s revelation shows the focus of revelation, Jesus, the meaning of history, and the outline of the entire future.

	9. Using 1:17-18 what does Jesus do for John (v17) and how does He describe Himself (v17-18)? Why is it important to believe in Him (v18)? 
	John was awe-struck by this vision of Jesus and fell at His feet like a dead man. Graciously, though, Jesus laid His right hand on John and told him to not be afraid because He was the first and the last. He said He was the living One who was dead, but was now alive forevermore. He also held the keys of death and Hades (hell for an Old Testament believer). This means He is the judge of everything, not just in the sense of declaring what is right, but also in the sense of passing the judgment and executing it. He is the One we must believe in if we want eternal life because He has the authority to grant it or not. Apply: Jesus, in all of His power, is still very tender and merciful. Although He is comfortable with the awe He inspires, He is more interested in having fellowship with us as His friends. He wants to encourage us when we are down and remind us that He has the ultimate power over death and hell. Nothing can harm us if we are under His protection. 

	10. Looking at 1:19 what three things was John to write, and what does each refer to? 
	The three things that John was to write were 1) the things which he had seen (the vision of Christ); 2) the things which are (the seven churches and the letters to them); and 3) the things which shall take place after these things (events future to the seven churches of John’s day). This gives an outline of Revelation: 1. The things which you have seen (chapter 1); 2. The things which are (chapters 2 and 3); 3. The things which shall take place after these things (chapters 4-22). Apply: There is a unity between who God is, what He has done, and what He is going to do. Any revelation in the future will be consistent with His revelation in the past. Therefore, we must approach this book as primarily for edification and challenge, rather than as a book designed to satisfy the curiosity. The vision of Jesus shows the authority He has to judge, and the messages to the churches reveals His expectations for the church. Similarly, the rest of the book presents His judgments on a world that has refused to believe in Him. 

	11. Based on 1:20 what are the seven stars and seven golden lampstands? Why do you think the churches are represented by lampstands? 
	The vision of the seven stars and seven golden lamp stands was called a mystery, which is technical term in the New Testament which stands for something that was hidden, but has now been uncovered. The seven stars are the seven angels, or messengers to the seven churches. This can mean that each church has an angel that communicates God’s will to the church, or it can simply refer to messengers that God sends to reveal His will to them. Probably it means that each church has a guiding, protecting angel that helps them behind the scenes to know and carry out God’s will. As in the case of Daniel these angels are probably dispatched in response to the prayer of God’s people, so we can’t wait simply for them to “do their thing”. The lamp stands refer to the churches themselves, implying that every church is to be a place where the light of Jesus shines on a dark world. The responsibility of the church, therefore, is to present the truth of Jesus to those outside of the family of Christ. Apply: As agents of Jesus, the church collectively is the light of the world. Unless we unify around this common purpose, to reveal Jesus to a watching world, we will miss the point of our existence. It breaks God’s heart that the world is in the darkness of sin and Satan and He appoints us to bring light to them. He is walking in our midst to see if we are doing that very thing.  

	12. Look back over chapter 1. What does this reveal about the value of studying the book of Revelation? 
	The value of studying Revelation is found primarily in what it reveals about the heart of God – His plan and desires. Just as the vision of Jesus shows us, God has been and will be victorious; it only makes sense to line up on His side and live for Him. He has the key to life and death and as this book will show He is carrying out the plan to gather all who want life to Himself. He will bring evil to a conclusion and bring in the world that He designed from the beginning, with His Son in the center of it all. Apply: Thinking about the end times and the soon return of the Lord should spur us to live for Christ. The problem is that we really don’t believe that His coming is that near. As we study Revelation it should remind that this stuff is really going to happen and it could be any time. With that in mind we must allow this book to help us develop a deeper relationship with Christ and a higher motivation to tell others about Him. He is what life is all about.  


