Exodus 21-24 Daily Study Questions – Premises and Promises
The Big Idea: God desires to bless us as we follow Him on the path of obedience. 
	I. Upholding Justice (21:1-23:19)
	Key Idea: Every individual must be committed to true justice because we all have equal value in God’s eyes. 

	1. Read Exodus 21:1-11. How long was a Hebrew to be a slave (v1-2) and what was the exception (v5-6)? Why (v5)? How were female slaves protected (v7, 8, 9, 10, 11)? What did these rules do for slaves?
	A Hebrew could be a slave for only six years unless they voluntarily chose to remain a slave. The reason for this would be because he loved the wife (and her children) his master had given him, who would otherwise remain the property of the master if the slave left. Also, his love for his master would factor into this decision as well. The slave’s ear would be pierced with an awl at the door, as a symbolic commitment of permanent servitude. Female slaves would not go free as male slaves; if they were displeasing to the master they were to be redeemed, rather than being sold to a foreign people. If he kept her to be a wife to his son he was to treat her as he would a daughter, and if he took another woman as a wife he was not to reduce her food, clothing, or conjugal rights. If he did not do these three things she would be free to go out without payment. These rules protected slaves, demonstrating that they, too, had value in the eyes of God. They were to be honored since they, too, were valuable members of society and the economy. 

	2. From 21:12-25 list the various types and remedies for injuries (v12-14, 15, 16-17, 18-19, 20-21, 22-25)? What principles of justice do you see here (v14, 19, 23-24)? 
	The first injury was that of striking a man so that he dies – and if it was intentional then he should be put to death. However, if he did not premeditate the assault then he could flee to a city of refuge that God had designated. Next, anyone who struck his father or mother was to be put to death, as was anyone who kidnapped another, or who cursed his father or mother. The next type of injury was that entailed when two quarreled and one struck the other with a stone or his fist and the result was disablement rather than death. If he could walk around after the injury there was no fine, but the one who struck him would have to pay for his loss of time and take care of him until he was healed (similar to the principle behind worker’s compensation). Then, the law addressed the injury incurred when a man struck his slave; if he died the man was to be punished, but if he survived even a day or two no vengeance was due since the slave was his property. Next, if two men were fighting and one struck a pregnant woman, causing her to miscarry, he was to be fined according to the demand of the woman’s husband. However, the judges would decide if this was appropriate. If there was further injury the sentence should correspond to the injury – eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. This explains Jesus’ commentary in the Sermon on the Mount. This had become a way of justifying revenge, but Jesus told them that the meaning had nothing to do with revenge – it was only a sentencing issue. In this injury section the principles of justice were premeditation called for the severest penalty, while accidental injury called for fines commensurate with the loss of productivity. Also, kidnapping and blatant mistreatment of parents had the severest penalty (death) too because this would destroy the fabric of society if lightly dismissed. Finally, sentencing was to be commensurate with the injury. 

	3. Using 21:26-36 what were the penalties for property grievances (v26-27, 28-32, 33-34, 35-36) and what principles of justice are seen here (v26-27, 29, 32, 33-34, 36)? 
	Slaves were considered property since they were “tools” to be used for economic gain. However, they were to be valued because they were human beings, so if an eye or a tooth was damaged they were to go free. This law was unique to Israel in the ancient world, where slaves had zero status. Oxen were another valuable economic “tool”, but they were dangerous since they could gore people. If they gored someone to death they were to be stoned and their flesh not eaten. The owner would go unpunished unless the ox was known for goring people and he had not confined the animal. If that were the case the owner would also be put to death. The victim could accept a ransom from the owner for his life based on whatever the victim required. If a slave was gored there would be monetary restitution made, and the ox would be stoned. The next situation was that of a man digging a pit that is left uncovered, and an ox or donkey falls in it and dies. The one who dug the pit was to make restitution but he could keep the animal. If one man’s ox hurt another ox and it died the two owners were to sell the live one and divide the money equally. If one of the oxen was known for goring, though, its owner would have to give the other owner and ox to replace the one that was killed, but the dead ox would be his. The point of all these laws was to take responsibility for consequences and to do take precautions to avoid such consequences. If someone therefore suffered because of another’s neglect they were to be recompensed for that. This also shows that property does have value and should be treated accordingly. 

	4. In Ex 22:1-17 what were some other types of damage to property (v1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 14, 16) and what were the various remedies (v2-3, 4, 5, 6, 7-9, 11, 12-13, 14-15, 16-17)? 
	If a sheep or ox was stolen and was unrecoverable, the thief would have to make restitution of five oxen or four sheep. If he was caught at night and killed while stealing there would be no guilt, but if it was daylight and the owner killed the thief he would be guilty of murder. If he didn’t kill him, though, the thief would have to make restitution – even if the animal was still alive he would have to pay double. Another form of theft would be the man who let his animal graze in a neighbor’s field, or a man who had a fire that destroyed a neighbor’s field. These would both be wrongly removing what belonged to another, so restitution should be made. In another situation if a thief stole that which was being kept for neighbor he would have to pay double, but if he wasn’t caught then the owner of the house would have to let the judges decide if he stole it from his neighbor. If he was condemned he would have to pay double. Similarly, if a donkey, ox, or sheep was being kept and something happened to it there was to be an oath made that the owner had not laid hands on his neighbor’s property. If this declaration was accepted no restitution should be made, but if it was stolen from him he should make restitution. Anything borrowed without the owner present that was unable to be returned in its original condition should have full restitution made, but if the owner was present there would be no restitution. Finally, if a virgin was seduced (the property of the father) the seducer had to pay a dowry for her to be his wife; if the father refused her hand he would still have to pay the dowry for virgins. These were all laws that covered frequent cases, enabling Moses to not have to listen to them.

	5. Using 22:18-31 who deserved capital punishment (v18, 19, 20), what groups were to be protected, and how (v21, 22-24, 25-27)? How were rulers and God to be honored (v28-31)? 
	Sorceresses, those who had sexual relations with animals, and idolaters were to be killed for their sin – these were offenses that would destroy their relationship with God and indicated a crossing over into unfaithfulness to Him. Those protected were the stranger, widow, orphan and poor. They were not to be oppressed (taken advantage of) and the poor were not to charged high interest. If these things happened God would hear their cry and His anger would rise, He would kill them with the sword, making their wives widows and their children orphans. God would also hear the cry of the poor who was being oppressed and He would be gracious to them. Both God and rulers were to be honored by not being cursed; God was to receive the firstborn of their animals and the first fruits of the harvest. They were all to be holy to the Lord so they should follow His regulations for what they sacrificed and what they ate – they were not to eat things torn apart in the fields because the blood would not have been properly drained from them. 

	6. According to 23:1-9 what was prohibited so true justice would be upheld (v1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9)? What further justice was to be done (v4-5)? How does this apply today? 
	True justice could not be maintained if perjury or bribes occurred. An evil man or a mob was not to be followed, but the truth was to be the testimony. There must be no partiality, even to a poor person. It was also just to return a wandering donkey to someone rather than ignoring it, or to relieve a donkey of a load that has it trapped underneath. The justice due to a needy brother must be upheld and strangers must not be oppressed in the courts since they had experienced that situation in Egypt. This shows us that we must keep our fellow man’s good in mind at all times, whether anyone is watching or whether we even have a special relationship with them. True justice will pervade a society and make it a livable place for all. 

	II. Underscoring Worship                 (23:10-33)
	Key Idea: When our worship of God is pure, characterized by total obedience, He will bring amazing blessings into our lives. 

	7. Looking at 23:10-19 in what 2 ways was the sabbath to be honored and why (v10-11, 12)? How else was the worship of God to be observed (v13, 14-15, 16-17, 18-19)? 
	The sabbath was to be honored for the land and for people. The land was to rest every seventh year (as well as olive groves and vineyards) so that it could rejuvenate, but also for needy people to eat from the crops that naturally came up. If they left anything the animals could eat it. This shows God’s care for all His creation and not just man. He also required that each week people should stop their work so that not only God’s people could rest and worship, but so that their donkeys, oxen, sons of slaves, and strangers could rest and refresh themselves. They were not to mention the name of other gods and to be on guard against this. The worship of God was also to be observed by setting aside three times a year to appear before God together – at the Feast of the Unleavened Bread in the first month, at the Feast of the Harvest (First fruits or Pentecost) fifty days after Passover, and the Feast of Ingathering (Booths or Tabernacles) in the seventh month. At the Feast of Unleavened Bread no one was to appear empty handed, the blood of the sacrifice was not to be offered with leavened bread, and the “fat” of the feast was not to remain until morning. At the First fruits the first of the harvest was to be brought to the Tabernacle or Temple. Finally, they were to refrain from the Canaanite religious practice of boiling a young goat in its mother’s milk. They were not to copy pagan religious practices, but to worship God as He commanded. 

	8. Using 23:20-33 who would guide Israel (v20), how were they to respond, and why (v21, 24, 32-33)? What would God do for them if they obeyed (v22, 23, 25, 26, 27-30, 31)? 
	The Lord would send His angel to guide and guard Israel, going before them on their way to bring them to the place He had prepared for them (Canaan). They were to be on “high alert” to listen to Him and obey His voice; they were to not be rebellious. The reason was that He would not pardon their transgression since the Lord’s name had been placed in Him. If they would do this then the Lord would be an enemy to their enemies, His angel would bring them into the land of the Canaanites, and He would completely destroy them. They were not to worship the Canaanite gods, but rather were to utterly overthrow them, breaking their sacred pillars into pieces. If they would serve the Lord He would bless their bread, water and health. There would be no miscarriage or barrenness and longevity would be their pattern. He would terrify the peoples before them and send confusion among them so that they enemy would turn and run. He would send hornets ahead of them to drive out the Canaanites, but he wouldn’t drive them out in one year so that the land wouldn’t be overrun by wild beasts. They would become fruitful as they took the land and their boundaries would be from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates River. However, they were to make no covenant with Canaanite gods; they were to be destroyed or they would become a snare to pervert their worship of God. 

	III. Uniting with God (24)
	Key Idea: God desires to have fellowship with us but we must be obedient to Him to experience the blessing of this. 

	9. Read 24:1-11. What did God tell Moses (v1, 2) and what did he do (v3, 4, 5-6, 7, 8)? How did the people respond (v3, 7) and what happened next (v9-11)? How do you explain this?
	God told Moses to come up to Him, along with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy elders to worship Him at a distance, although Moses would come into the direct presence of God. Moses then told the people all of God’s laws and they promised to obey all He had said. Moses wrote down all of these words and the next morning built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. He sent the young men to offer burnt offerings and peace offerings to the LORD, put half the blood in the bowls and sprinkled the altar with the other half, read the book of the covenant to the people and they responded with an oath of obedience. Moses then sprinkled the blood on the people. Then, he, along with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu (Aaron’s two sons) and the seventy elders went up and “saw” the God of Israel. Under His feet appeared to be a sapphire pavement and even though they beheld Him He did not punish them for this. Since we are told that “no man has seen God at any time” (John 1:18) this must mean that they either saw the LORD’s glory, or they saw the pre-incarnate Christ. It was an amazing expression of God’s desire to fellowship with His people though. 

	10. From 24:12-18 what did God command (v12) and what did Moses do (v13, 15, 18)? What were the elders to do (v14) and how were they affected (v17)? What did God do (v16)? 
	God then commanded Moses to come to the mountain and remain there while He gave him the stone tablets of the law and commandments – engraved by God Himself. Moses and Joshua then went up the mountain and told the elders to wait for them. If anyone had a legal matter they were to take it to Aaron or Hur. The glory of God then covered the mountain in a cloud, which appeared to Israel to be a consuming fire. It was there for seven days, at the end of which God called Moses to enter the midst of the cloud. He then stayed there for forty days and nights, communing with God. 

	11. Review Ex 21-24. What promises did God make (23:20-33) and what were the premises (21-23:19)? What does all of this reveal about God (24)? 
	God promised to bring His people into the land of Canaan and defeat their enemies if they were fully obedient to Him. The laws to which they were to be obedient were numerous, but each was given for the good of their society and the glory of God as they obeyed them. God wants to bless His people but He has a plan for us to follow that will enable us to be on the path of that blessing. When we are blessed through this He is also glorified.


