John 8:12-59 - Daily Study Questions – Like Father, Like Son
The Big Idea: Just like God, His Father, Jesus frees us from the slavery to sin and the lie when we abide in His truth.  
	I. The Influence of Jesus (8:12-29)
	Key Idea: Darkness is dispelled, evil is exposed, and people are persuaded to follow Him when Jesus is revealed as God. 

	1. Read John 8:12-15. How did Jesus identify Himself (v12) and how would this affect others (v12)? What was the Pharisees’ complaint (v13), why were they wrong (v15) and why was Jesus right (v14)? 
	Jesus identified Himself as the light of the world, meaning that if anyone followed Him he would not walk in the darkness but have the light of life. This was another true, but bold, declaration by Jesus to which the Pharisees took exception. They said His witness was not true, but that He was only bearing witness to Himself. In other words anyone can claim whatever they want to claim, but corroborating evidence – either actions or testimony of others – is required for it to be true. Jesus told them that what He said was true, even if there was no other witness, because He knew where He had come from and was going, but they didn’t. What He was saying was that He was from heaven, from God’s presence, so He really was the Son of God; since they didn’t “know” this (accept this) they couldn’t believe He was telling the truth. They could only judge according to outward appearances and Jesus’ outward “weak” appearance didn’t match up with their preconceived notions of what the Messiah would be like. On the other hand Jesus wasn’t judging (condemning) anyone at all; He was simply stating the truth about Himself. He was right because He knew the whole truth without bias, and they were wrong because they only knew what was on the outside and this was filtered through a false grid. 

	2. Using John 8:16-20 why was Jesus’ judgment true (v16, 17-18) and what question did this raise (v19)? How did Jesus respond (v19) and why did they not seize Him (v20)? 
	If Jesus did judge His “judgment” (analysis, evaluation) was true because He was not alone in it. The Father also agreed with His judgment, which amounted to the testimony of two or more witnesses which the law of Moses required. When He said this the Jews asked “Where is your Father?” This may mean that they knew He was alluding to God in heaven, or that they were simply clueless. His earthly father, Joseph, was apparently dead since no mention is made of him during the ministry of Jesus, so they probably thought He was making another baseless claim to be divine. With this in mind Jesus told them that they did not know Him (personal relational knowledge) or His Father, because to truly know one was to truly know the other. Even though they probably understood then that He was claiming to have Father-Son relationship with God in heaven, they did not seize Him because the divinely appointed hour of His redemption had not arrived. 

	3. From John 8:21-24 what did Jesus tell the Jews (v21) and what did they think He might mean (v22)? What further truth did He reveal to them (v23, 24)? 
	Jesus told the Jews again, as He had in 7:33, that He was going away and that they would seek Him. This probably meant that they would seek the Messiah, and failing to believe that Jesus was He, they would not find Him. Instead they would die in their sins because they would not be able to follow Jesus to heaven where He was going. They possibly thought that Jesus meant He was going to kill Himself (the first time they though He was going to the Gentiles, 7:35), although they really didn’t care what He meant because of their rejection of Him. He then revealed to them that they were from “below”, while He was from “above; to clarify He added that they were of this world, while He was not of this world. He told them that this was the reason He had said they would die in their sins, since He was the connection to God and they had rejected His identity as “I Am”, God in the flesh. Jesus is clearly making the claim to be the only way to overcome our sinfulness and spend eternity in the presence of the Father. 

	4. In John 8:25-29 how do the Jews reveal their ignorance (v25, 27)? How did Jesus respond to this (v25-26) and what would they come to know (v28-29)? How (v28)? 
	The Jews finally asked Jesus who He was, as if He had been secretive about His claims to be God's Son. He told them that He had been revealing this from the beginning of His ministry, and that if it were just up to Him He would tell them many things about their attitudes. However, He had been sent by His Father who was true so Jesus let Him direct what He would say to the world and to the Jews. As Jesus said these things they didn’t realize that He was referring to the Father, so He told them that when He was “lifted up” – crucified - that they would know His identity as “I Am”, that He did nothing on His own initiative, and only spoke what the Father told Him to speak. Furthermore, He (the Father) who sent Him was always with Him so that He would not be alone and Jesus always did the things that were pleasing to Him. By saying these things Jesus left them without excuse regarding His claims and regarding their method of execution that they would get the Romans to carry out. When He was crucified they would know who He claimed to be, but they would still refuse to believe. The other result of His words was that many came to believe in Him. 

	II. The Impact of Jesus (8:30-47)
	Key Idea: Those who truly believe in Jesus’ way of life and teachings live in secure freedom. 

	5. Read John 8:30-36. What did Jesus declare to His new followers (v30-32)? Explain this. What did they misunderstand (v33) and how did Jesus clarify His meaning (v34-36)? Apply.
	Jesus told His new followers that only those who abided in His Word were His true followers. His “Word” was more than just His sayings; this was His entire way of “doing life”. Any rabbi would have a “yoke” or body of teachings that revealed the true way of life according to him. Jesus was saying that every true follower of Him would abide (live in, dwell in, take up residence in) His teachings and way of life. If they did this they would know the truth and this true truth would set them free. This informs us that the great tool of Satan to enslave us is falsehood and lies because we live according to what we believe is ultimately true. These new disciples protested that they had never been enslaved to anyone (even though the Roman government ruled over them), so in their denial they wanted to know why He said, “You shall become free”. Jesus explained that anyone who commits sin is a slave to sin, and that slaves do not remain forever in a house. His point is that a slave is subject to the master’s whim, so not only does he not have freedom, he also has no long term security even with a good master. On the other hand a son is both free and secure, and since He is the Son of God’s house, if He sets a person free they can enjoy this freedom forever. We can apply this at several points. First, we are enslaved to lies, but the teachings of Jesus are truth. So, if we believe His Word we will begin to live in truth and this truth will liberate us from the lies we have believed. Also, we will have security with this freedom when we live in His Word because the One who has the authority to set us free (Jesus) has given us this freedom. Those who abide in the Word of Jesus are secure in their freedom because they live in the truth and believe in the One who has declared them to be free. 

	6. Using John 8:37-42 what did Jesus reveal about them (v37, 38) and how did they answer (v39)? What was Jesus’ comeback (v40-41, 42) and how did they react to this (v41)?  
	Jesus revealed to them that even though they were physical descendants of Abraham they were seeking to kill Him because His Word had no place in them. He equated this with the Father’s Word because He only spoke the things that He had seen with His Father. Similarly, they simply did what they had heard from their father. They told Him that Abraham was their father, but Jesus said if that were true that they should act like Abraham; he would never have sought to kill anyone who spoke the truth that they had heard from God. So, He clarified that Abraham wasn’t the father they were acting like. They then told Him that they had only one Father, God, and were not the offspring of immorality. Jesus, though, said that if God were their Father (just like their earlier claim that Abraham was their father) they would love Him because He proceeded forth and came from the Father. He had not come on His own initiative, but because the Father had sent Him. Their approach was to defend themselves rather than to actually consider the truth of what He said. 

	7. Based on John 8:43-47 why did they not understand Jesus (v43, 44-45, 46-47)? Who were they like (v44) and how did they act (v44)?
	They didn’t understand what He was saying because they couldn’t “hear” His word (“he who has ears let him hear”). The reason that we don’t “hear” what someone is saying is because we don’t want to follow what they say. They couldn’t hear Jesus because they wanted to follow the desires of their father, the devil; he was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth. He speaks lies simply because it is his nature to lie. He is, in fact, the father or source of lies. Since Jesus spoke the truth and it was their nature to lie, so they would not believe Him. They could not convict Him of sin, and yet they couldn’t hear Him. The reason is that they were not of God; if they were they would hear His words.

	III. The Identity of Jesus (8:48-59)
	Key Idea: Jesus is God and unequivocally claims to be God. 

	8. In John 8:48-52 what did they resort to (48) and how did Jesus respond (v49-50)? What did He further reveal (v51) and how did they react to this (v52)? 
	After Jesus correctly evaluated the position and motives of the Jews they resorted to name calling, saying that He was a demon-possessed Samaritan. These were both obviously untrue, but Jesus patiently answered their accusation. He said He did not have a demon, but rather honored His Father. He was dishonored by them, but since He was not seeking His own glory, this did not bother Him for His sake. However, it did bother the Father for His Son’s sake and He would judge them for it. He then informed them that if anyone kept His Word they would not taste of death. They challenged this by saying that He had to have a demon to make such an audacious claim. They accused Him of thinking He could offer something that neither Abraham nor the prophets experienced – to not taste death. Jesus was claiming the ability to offer eternal life. 

	9. Looking at John 8:53-55 of what did they accuse Jesus (v53) and what was His defense (v54, 55)? What truth did He speak about them (v55)? 
	They also accused Jesus of claiming to be greater than Abraham and the prophets who all died. He said that if He was just glorifying Himself that it would mean nothing, but it was His Father who would glorify Him; this “Father” was the One they called “God”. He told them that they had not come to know Him, but that He did know Him; if He said He didn’t know Him He would be a liar like them. Instead, He knew Him and kept His Word. 

	10. From John 8:56-59 what truths did Jesus boldly declare (v56, 58) and what did this mean? How did the Jews react (v57, 59) and why? What was the outcome (v59)? 
	Jesus first told them that their father Abraham rejoiced to see His day, saw it, and was glad. This meant that Abraham and Jesus were contemporaries – they had both been alive together at some point in time. This must have referred to the incident when God spared Isaac by providing the ram caught in the thicket as a sacrifice. God (Jesus pre-incarnate) spoke to him at that point and Abraham had believed that Isaac could be resurrected if that was necessary to fulfill the promise of descendants. The Jews understood the implications of this; in essence Jesus was telling them that He had seen Abraham when he was physically alive. Jesus then went even further; He said that “before Abraham was, I am”. He was identifying Himself as God, by claiming the name of God, “I AM”. This was the most holy name in scripture, one which the Jews would not even say. Therefore, since they didn’t believe Jesus they saw this as blasphemy and picked up stones to kill Him. Jesus was able to hide Himself, though, and went out of the temple unscathed. 

	11. Look back over John 8. Summarize the influence of Jesus (8:12-30), the impact of following Him (8:31-47), and His true identity (8:48-59). 
	Jesus influenced those around Him by His words, His way of life, and ultimately by His death on the cross. Those who were not influenced were those who couldn’t hear His words because they didn’t want to turn away from their desires to do His will. The impact of His life on those who did follow Him was freedom and security in that freedom. Their freedom is from sin and lies; when people walk in the truth they are set free from living life contrary to the way God made it to work successfully. Finally, Jesus revealed His identity as God in the flesh by equating Himself with “I Am”, the covenant name for God in the Old Testament. His Jewish enemies realized this and tried to stone Him for blasphemy because they didn’t believe He was God. 


