Joshua 20-22 - Daily Study Questions – That’s Life
The Big Idea: When we fulfill the responsibilities of our faithfulness to God there will be both blessings from God and difficulties to process.   
	I. The Final Step (20:1-21:42)
	Key Idea: Provisions for justice and worship must be made to preserve the purity of God’s people.

	1. Read Joshua 20:1-9. What else did the Lord tell Joshua (v1-2)? Who was this for and what would it prevent (v3, 9)? What was the procedure (v4-6, see also Num 35:6-34)? Name the cities and location (v7, 8). 
	The Lord told Joshua to speak to the Israelites to designate 6 cities of refuge throughout the land. These were to allow anyone who committed unpremeditated killing to find protection in these cities until they could stand trial. This would prevent the practice of blood vengeance – of a near family member avenging the death of one of their relatives - from destroying the land. Oftentimes deaths would occur that were accidental but in the ancient cultures the motive was irrelevant; the blood had to be avenged. However, they would have to first give a preliminary explanation at the gate of the city, and if admitted they would have to stand trial to determine if indeed they were innocent of premeditated murder. If judged innocent they had to remain in that city until the death of the High Priest. The six cities of refuge were Kedesh in Galilee, Shechem in Ephraim, and Hebron in Judah – on the western side of the Jordan, and then Bezer in Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead, and Golan in Manasseh on the eastern side of the Jordan. Thus, there was near access throughout Israel for protection from vengeance from accidental killing. 

	2. In 21:1-3 what occurred next (v1)? What did the Levites say (v2, see also Num 35:1-5) and what was the response (v3)? 
	After this the heads of the households of the Levites approached Eleazar the High Priest and Joshua. They reminded them that the Lord had commanded through Moses that they each receive cities with pasture lands for them to live in with their cattle. So, the Israelites gave them these cities from their own inheritance, forty eight in all. This was not only commendable because of the instant obedience, but also showed that they recognized the value of the priesthood and access to God. 

	3. From 21:4-42 what 4 divisions of the Levites were given cities and how many did each get (v4, 9-19; 5, 20-26; 6, 27-33; 7, 34-40)? Summarize Israel’s obedience from 21:8 and 21:41.
	The four divisions were the sons of Aaron (the priests) from the family of Kohath and the non-priestly part of Kohath. Then there were the families of Gershon and Merari, non-priestly families as well. First the lot fell to Kohath for the sons of Aaron, the priestly group. They received thirteen cities from the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, one of which was the refuge city of Hebron. The fields of the city with its villages were given to Caleb, though, as promised. The rest of Kohath received ten cities from the tribes of Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe of Manasseh on the western side of the Jordan. The refuge city of Shechem was one of theirs. Gershon, the 2nd Levi’s sons, received thirteen cities from Issachar, Asher, Naphtali and the half tribe of Manasseh in Basham (the eastern side of the Jordan). Golan and Kedesh were the cities of refuge that they possessed. Finally, Merari received twelve cities from Reuben, Gad and Zebulun. Their cities of refuge were Bezer and Ramoth in Gilead. Thus, the Levites were dispersed throughout Israel so that the nation would have immediate access to God’s law and wisdom. The fact that they were all within ten miles of every settlement (according to researchers) made this even more practical. This story shows that Israel was obedient even though they had to carve out cities for the Levites from each of their inheritances. 

	II. The Fulfilling Summary                 (21:43-22:9)
	Key Idea: God is faithful to fulfill His promises when we carry out the conditions of those promises. 

	4. Using Joshua 21:43-45 what had God done for Israel (v43, 44, 45), and what did Israel still need to do? How can we apply this in our lives?
	In summary God had given Israel all the land that He had sworn to their forefathers, and they possessed it and lived in it. They had rest on every side from their enemies and none of them stood before them – they had all been defeated except Gibeon, who had been subdued. Thus, not one of the good promises that God had made had failed; all had come to pass. When the details of this are examined they had not received land all the way to the Euphrates River, but they had received the entire land of Canaan. They also had not defeated every single enemy, but they had taken possession of the land in general. They still needed to divide the rest of the land and individually posses it, but it could honestly be said that God had fulfilled His promises to them. God has done the same for us; He has purchased eternal life for us but we still need to surrender every area of our lives to Him and stand against the enemy as we walk in this victory. As is seen with Israel, unless this occurs the enemy will continue to wreak havoc in our lives. 

	5. According to 22:1-9 who did Joshua summon (v1)? How did he commend them (v1-3) and what was their reward (v4, 6, 7-9)? What 6 things did he tell them to be careful to do (v5)? 
	Joshua summoned the Reubenites, Gadites and half tribe of Manasseh so that he could commend them and then release them to their own land on the eastern side of the Jordan River. They had not forsaken their brothers and they had kept the commandment of the Lord for the seven years of conquest, so their reward would be to go home to their own land. Joshua blessed them and sent them home with great riches, very much livestock, silver, gold, bronze, iron, and many clothes. He told them to divide this spoil from their enemies with their brothers who had stayed behind. He also told them six things to be careful to do when they returned: 1) to observe the commandment and the law which Moses had commanded; 2) to love the Lord their God; 3) to walk in all His ways; 4) to keep His commandments; 5) to hold fast to Him; and 6) to serve Him with all their heart and soul. In essence, then, three exhortations were to be obedient and three were to keep their relationship with the Lord strong. We must always keep both sides of this – to keep our love for the Lord strong and to show this love by being obedient to Him in everything. 

	III. The First Situation (22:10-34)
	Key Idea: When people act in integrity most situations of conflict can be resolved. 

	6. Based on 22:10-16 what did the 2 1/2 tribes do first (v10)? How did Israel react when they heard about this (v11-12, 13-15) and why (v16)? 
	The 2 ½ tribes immediately built a large altar by the Jordan just before they crossed it. When the western tribes heard about this they immediately concluded that they had committed evil and gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them. They sent an envoy of then tribal chiefs headed by Phineas the priest, each heads of their father’s household. When they arrived they asked the eastern tribes why they had committed this “unfaithful act” against the God of Israel, turning away from Him and rebelling against Him by building that altar. They assumed that this would be a substitute worship object for the true God of Israel and so took action against them. 

	7. From 22:17-20 what 2 incidents did Israel have in mind regarding this (v17—see Num 25:1-9, and v20) and of what were they afraid (v18, 20)? What option did they offer (v19)? 
	The first historical incident this recalled was the iniquity of Peor in the wilderness when Israel worshiped Baal of Peor and the men of Israel engaged in sexual relations with the women of Moab (including Midianites) who had come into the camp (Num 25:1-9). This had caused an outbreak of God’s anger against them so that 24,000 of them died by a plague induced by Him. The plague was stopped when Moses carried out God’s command to take the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight and the judges followed His command to kill all their men who had joined themselves to Baal of Peor. The second historical incident that came to mind was that of Achan who had troubled Israel by his covetousness, resulting in the loss to Ai, and the death of thirty-six warriors. They knew that if they allowed the “sin” of the two and a half tribes to go unchecked that God would be angry with the whole congregation and people would die because of the rebellious tribes’ iniquity, as others had with Achan’s sin. They told them to not rebel against God and that if they considered their possession on the eastern side of the Jordan as unclean (they had built an altar on the western side of the Jordan, not the east) that they would allow them to have a possession of land among them on the western side of the river. This was a generous offer since it meant that they would sacrifice some of their own land for them. 

	8. In 22:21-25 how did the 2 1/2 tribes respond first (v22, 23) and what was their concern (v24-25)? 
	The eastern tribes first declared the greatness of the LORD, calling Him “the Mighty One” (El), God” (Elohim, plural of majesty), and “the LORD” (Yahweh, God’s covenant name) twice, for emphasis. They acclaimed that “He knows”, and that begged that Israel would know that if their actions had been in rebellion or unfaithfulness that they would not be saved that day and that the Lord would require a penalty for their sin. They had not built the altar to offer sacrifices on it, but had built it as a memorial or monument to their solidarity with the tribes west of the Jordan. They were concerned that their sons might conclude that they had no portion with the other tribes and thus stop fearing the LORD.

	9. Read 22:26-29. How did they explain their actions (v26-27, 28) and how did they affirm their intentions (v29)? Was this necessary (see Deut 6:4-9, 16:16)? 
	They explained that they had built the altar as a witness between the two sections of tribes and their generations that would follow that they were to perform all the sacrifices of the Lord with the other tribes. This would keep them from saying in the future that the eastern tribes had no portion with the Lord. They acknow-ledged that there was only one altar for sacrifice and that was the one before the tabernacle at Shiloh for all the tribes of Israel. Their action of building this altar of witness should not have been necessary, though, because all the males of Israel were to appear before the Lord three times a year, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of Booths. Additionally, the dads were commanded to teach the statutes and laws of Moses to their kids constantly – throughout the day and year it was to continuously be on their hearts and lips. There was nothing actually wrong with what they did, though, even though it should have been unnecessary. 

	10. Using 22:30-34 how did Phineas and the rest respond (v30, 31) and how did Israel receive their report (v32-33)? What name was given to the altar (v34)? 
	Phineas and the others were pleased with what they heard and it encouraged them. It made them realize that the Lord was in their midst because there was no unfaithfulness on the part of the 2 ½ tribes; they had delivered the congregation from the hand of the Lord because of this. When this report was given to the rest of Israel they, too, were pleased and they blessed God. They stopped the war effort and the eastern tribes called the altar, “Witness”, for it was a witness between the two sections of tribes that the LORD is God. 

	11 Review Josh 20-22. What 2 final pieces were completed (20:1-21:42) and how would you summarize the conquest (21:43-45)? Why were both of these important for Israel? What basis did these provide to help resolve the nation’s first difficult “situation” (Josh 22)? 
	The designation of the cities of refuge and the bequest of the Levitical cities had to be accomplished before Israel’s respon-sibilities regarding the occupation of Canaan were complete. The conquest had been an overall success although they had allowed pockets of resistance to remain and they had not yet fully driven out the Canaanites in between the major centers of population. It was important to have cities of refuge because innocent blood had to be kept from the land and justice had to prevail. Also, the awareness of God had to be maintained and this would be helped by the Levites living near each the tribes. The consciousness of the need for justice and the presence of God aided in the resolution of the dispute with the 2 ½ tribes because they wanted to insure that nothing would be done that would hurt Israel overall or discredit God’s name. In the same way when we realize that we are not simply doing life for ourselves, but for the Lord and His people, we can resolve any dispute. 


