Daily Study Questions for Exodus 15-17 – Another Fine Mess
The Big Idea: Grumbling about God’s provision is foolish and exposes a lack of faith in His promise to meet our needs regardless of our circumstances. 
	I. Celebrating God’s Victory (15:1-21)
	Key Idea: God’s victories are so epic that we must celebrate them. 

	1. Read Exodus 15:1-10, 19-21. List the things for which Moses and Miriam praised the LORD (v1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 20-21). What had He done (v1, 4-5, 8, 9-10, 19)? What can we learn from this? 
	Moses declared God highly exalted for His overthrow of Pharaoh and armies into the Red Sea. The Lord was his strength and his song and He had become His [specific] salvation (deliverance). He was his God and his father’s God. Furthermore, Moses called the LORD a warrior, proclaimed that His “right hand” (symbol of power) was majestic in power and that He had overthrown the enemy by the greatness of His excellence. He is unique among the “gods”; there is none like Him who is also majestic in holiness and awesome in praises, working wonders. Finally, Moses declared that He would reign eternally. Miriam, with her chorus of dancing singers, also proclaimed God as highly exalted because of His defeat of the enemy in the Red Sea. Not only had God overthrown the horse and rider in the sea by bringing the waters back together, but He had congealed the waters by the “blast of His nostrils”. This was figurative language (anthropomorphism, attributing human characteristics to God) which meant that God had miraculously held the waters back and caused the land to dry out enough for Israel to cross. He had drowned the most choice of Pharaoh’s officers in the sea, causing them to sink like lead in the water. This entire miracle was unimaginable by both Israel and the Egyptians, showing us that when our backs are against the biggest walls and we are completely trapped this is God’s greatest opportunity to demonstrate His power. We must never give up hope of God’s deliverance in spite of how impossible it may seem. 

	2. From 15:11-18 how else is God unique (v11, 12, 13, 18) and how will this affect His enemies (14-16)? What else does God promise and why (v17)? 
	God is also unique in that He is majestic in holiness, awesome in praises, working wonders. The things that reveal God’s power create awe by those who observe Him, unlike what others so-called gods do. Simply by “stretching out His hand” (symbolized by Moses’ stretching out of his staff) the earth (sea) swallowed up the Egyptians. He also led out the people He redeemed and guided them (with the pillar of cloud and fire) to His holy habitation (Canaan or Sinai). He is unique in that He shall reign forever and ever. None of the “gods” could truthfully make these claims. When God’s enemies see His power it causes them to tremble and be gripped in anguish; they are dismayed, they melt with fear, and they become motionless as stone (like an animal who fears detection) until God’s people pass them by. God promises to bring His people to the mountain of their inheritance (eventually Jerusalem) because it is there that He will dwell. This is His sanctuary which His hands have established. 

	II. Criticizing God’s Provision (15:22-17:7)
	Key Idea: When we grumble over God’s seeming lack of provision we are exposing our unbelief. 

	3. Using 15:22-27 what was Israel’s first “problem” in the wilderness (v22-23) and how did they react (v24)? What did Moses do (v25) and how did God deal with this (v25-26, 27)? Apply. 
	After God’s amazing victory over the Egyptians Israel began to experience “real life”. They first encountered a lack of water for three days and then when they finally found some at Marah, it was bitter. This led them to grumble at Moses and ask him what they could drink. Moses’ reaction was a good one – he cried out to God, who showed him a tree to throw into the waters. When he obeyed God the waters became sweet. This was a demonstration to them of His ability to take care of them, so He gave them a statute by which to test their faith in Him. If they would listen to Him and obey all His commands He would not allow any of the diseases that the Egyptians had experienced to come on them. This could refer to the plagues or just to various Egyptian diseases. The reason He could make this promise is because His name was Jehovah-Rophe, the Lord their healer. He had already revealed Himself as Jehovah-Jireh (the Lord the Provider) at the providing of the ram in the thicket to spare Isaac and would reveal Himself as Jehovah-Nissi (the Lord the Banner/Conqueror) at Rephidim (Ex 17). These are important names of God for us to remember also because His nature has never changed. Significantly, after the Lord turned the waters sweet He then led them to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms. He was going to take care of them, but first He wanted to show them (as He does with us) that He could be trusted to provide for them even when there was no clear resource in sight. 

	4. In Exodus 16:1-3 what did Israel do at their next stop (v1-2)? What was their complaint (v3) and what had they forgotten? How long had it been (v1) since they left Egypt? 
	On the fifteenth day of the second month after they left Egypt the people traveled into the Wilderness of Sin (no symbolism is suggested by this name) where they had no food. The whole congregation grumbled against Moses and Aaron and said they wish they had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt where they sat by pots of meat and ate bread until they were full, rather than being hungry all the time in the wilderness. They had forgotten two things; first, the Lord had provided for them the forty five days they had been in the wilderness, even though they were experiencing some hunger. Secondly, they had forgotten that they were slaves in Egypt who had been subjected to painful, hard labor. It seems like such a short time since they had lived that way that it is hard to imagine how they could want to go back to that way of life. But we do the same thing when we quickly forget how miserable our former life was when we relied on things that gave us a temporary comfort but led to long-term enslavement and misery. 

	5. Using 16:4-12 what did the Lord promise (v4) and why (v4-5)? What did Moses and Aaron tell Israel (v6-9)? What occurred (v10) and what did the LORD tell Moses (v11-12)? 
	God again responded to the people even though their griping was basically ingratitude and unfaithfulness to Him. He told Moses to inform them that He would rain down bread from heaven for them and that they could gather a day’s portion every day so that He could test their obedience. On the sixth day they could gather double so they could rest on Saturday (the Sabbath). He also told them that they would see in the evening that He was the Lord and in the morning they would see His glory. Moses asked Israel who they thought they were that they had become the objects of the grumbling. In other words their grumbling was against the Lord. They were beckoned to gather near to Moses and when they did the glory of the Lord (His brightness) appeared in the cloud in the wilderness. He informed them that He had heard their grumblings and that He would provide meat in twilight and bread in the morning; thus, they would know that He was the Lord. 

	6. Read 16:13-21. Describe God’s miraculous provision (v13, 14-15) and His regulations concerning manna (v16, 19). How did Israel respond (v17-18, 20-21)? 
	When evening came quails came up and covered the camp and in the morning there was a layer of dew that evaporated, leaving a fine flake-like residue, like frost. It would melt completely away when the sun grew hot. When the people saw it they asked “What is it”, which is the translation of the Hebrew, “man hu”, or “manna”. Moses explained that it was the bread God had given them to eat, and then told them the regulations relating to it. They were to gather an omer (about 2 quarts) a day per person in their tent, meaning that some gathered a little and some gathered a lot. The other limit was that none of the manna could be left until morning. In general Israel followed these rules, but some left part of the manna until morning and it bred worms and spoiled. 

	7. From 16:22-30 what were the Sabbath regulations for manna (v22, 23, 25-26, 29) and how did the people react (v24, 27, 30)? How did the LORD respond to this (v28)? 
	On the sixth day Israel was to gather two omers for each person so they wouldn’t have to gather on the sabbath. This day was to be holy, or set apart, to God; working would take away from the focus on Him. They were to bake or boil what was left over and it would be good on the sabbath; it would not become foul like it would if this were done on the other six days of the week. Also, if they went out on the sabbath to gather because they hadn’t gotten double on the sixth day, there would be none. Unfortunately some of the people disobeyed and when they went out they found that it was exactly as God had said it would be; therefore they went hungry. Even worse, this was an affront to God who had told them what to do; so, He was not pleased that they had disobeyed. 

	8. Looking at 16:31-36 what was manna like (v31) and what did the LORD command (v32-33, 36)? Why (v33)? How did Aaron respond (v34) and what did the LORD do (v35)? 
	Manna was like a coriander seed (a herb), white, and its taste was like wafers with honey. The Lord commanded that an omerful of it be kept throughout their generations (it was kept in a jar in the ark of the covenant) so they could remember how the Lord had provided for them in the wilderness (the manna stopped the day they crossed the Jordan forty years later). Aaron did exactly as the Lord had told Moses and placed the jar of manna before the Testimony (the law written on the two tablets, Ex 31:18 and later the ark of the covenant that contained the two tablets). 

	9. Read 17:1-7. What was Israel’s next stop (v1), what did they face (v1), and how did they react (v2, 3)? What were they really doing (v2, 7)? How did Moses (v4), and God (v5-6) deal with this problem? Apply.
	Israel journeyed to Rephidim next and encountered a lack of water again. As before the people quarreled with Moses and said “Give us water to drink.” They continued to grumble and asked him why they had brought them from Egypt to kill them, their children, and their livestock in the wilderness. What they were really doing was testing the Lord, essentially questioning whether the Lord was among them or not. This was absurd since He was visibly leading them by the pillars of cloud and fire each day; they really were really demanding that He act differently, according to their wishes. This is the essence of putting God to the test – demanding that He answer our prayers according to our will rather than His. Moses dealt with this issue by crying out to God since he feared for his life. Rather than chiding Moses for this God dealt with the issue by allowing him to perform a miracle. He told him to take the staff and, with the Lord standing before him, to strike the rock and water would gush forth so the people could drink. Moses did as the Lord had said and their need for water was satisfied. This is a great message for us; if God can bring water out of a rock there is no need too difficult for God to satisfy. He can do anything we ask if it is in accordance with His will. 

	III. Combating God’s Enemies (17:8-16)
	Key Idea: God will defeat our enemies when we fight them with faith in His power. 

	10. In 17:8-16 what else occurred at Rephidim (v8)? How did Moses deal with this (v9, 10) and what was the key to success (v11-12, 13)? What did the LORD want them to know (v14, 16) and what did Moses name the altar (v15)?
	At Rephidim the people encountered a second difficulty – the Amalekites came and fought against them. Moses told Joshua to lead the men out to fight the Amalekites, a nomadic tribe who descended from Amalek, the grandson of Esau. He said he would station himself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in his hand. Joshua did this and as long as Moses held up the staff Israel prevailed in the battle, but when his hands dropped, Amalek gained the advantage. So, Aaron and Hur (Caleb’s son) went up to the mountain with Moses and held his hands up on both sides so that they were steady until the sun set. Because of this Israel overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. The key to this success was the fact that God fought for them, symbolized by the staff being raised. However, it was crucial that the men, led by Joshua actually fought the battle, and also that Aaron and Hur supported Moses. Although God gives us victory in the battle we must do our part to fight and support those who do. The Lord wanted Israel to know that He had fought for them and that He wanted the memory of Amalek to be blotted out from under heaven. Thus He swore that He would have war against him for generations to come. It wasn’t until the reign of Hezekiah that the remnant of Amalekites was finally erased from the land. The descendants of Agag, the Amalekite king, were finally destroyed in Persia during Esther’s reign (473BC). The altar was named Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord my Banner. He was the banner under which they conquered Amalek. 

	11. From Ex 16-18 summarize Israel’s complaints and how Moses and God dealt with each. What does this reveal about Israel, Moses, and God? What should we learn from this? 
	Israel complained about lack of water, good water, lack of meat, and lack of bread. They complained that Moses had brought them out of Egypt to kill them, their children, and livestock in the wilderness. Moses dealt with these by calling out to God, and by obediently following His commands. God took care of them even though they continued to complain because of His covenant with them. He did this miraculously through sweetening the water, through guiding them to water, by providing a covering of quail, by providing manna for forty years, and by bringing water out of a rock. They did not deserve these blessings because of their attitude but God is very patient with His people. Eventually that generation would forfeit the privilege of entering the Promised Land, but at this point God was still dealing with them compassionately. 


