Lesson Notes – Matt 12:22-50; Luke 8:1-3, 11:14-54 – The Unpardonable Sin
The Big Idea: Those who reject Jesus when the Holy Spirit reveals Him to their hearts have no hope for eternity. 
	I. Showing Your Colors (Matt 12:22-37; Luke 8:1-3, 11:14-26) 
	Key Idea: What we do and what we say reveals whether our hearts are for or against Jesus. 

	1. Read Luke 8:1-3. What was Jesus’ ongoing ministry (v1)? Who went with Him (v1, 2-3) and what was the function of this “support” team (v1, 3)? What does this scenario teach us?  
	Jesus’ ongoing ministry was going from one city and village to another “proclaiming and preaching” the kingdom of God. His proclamation was to announce that the kingdom of heaven was at hand and He followed this up with the preaching of the good news (“euangelizo”, from which we get “evangelize”) of the kingdom – how it worked. This would include verbal teaching and doing signs and miracles. As He did this the twelve were with Him to do the same and a small group of women accompanied them, too. They might have helped with various tasks or helped with some of the women to whom Jesus ministered. They represented the group of those who were contributing to the ministry of Jesus out of their private means. This scenario teaches us that Jesus didn’t do ministry alone; He did it as a team, recognizing that the contributions of others were important in carrying out His ministry, and affirming the value of community.

	2. From Matt 12:22-29 what did Jesus do (v22) and what was the reaction (v23, 24)? How did Jesus answer the objections (v25-26, 27, 28, 29)? 

	When a demon-possessed blind mute man was brought to Jesus He healed him, causing the man to see and speak. The multitudes were all amazed and began to speculate that Jesus was the Messiah (Son of David). The Pharisees, though, attributed the power for Jesus’ exorcism to Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons. Jesus refuted this thinking in three ways: first, if He was casting out demons by the power of Satan, then Satan would be dividing or weakening his own kingdom, which was illogical. Secondly, if He cast out demons by Beelzebul (Satan), then their sons (disciples) as well cast them out by his power. So, this would bring judgment on the Pharisees because they had trained them. Finally, if Jesus cast out demons by the lord of the demons He would have had to have bound the strong man (lord of the demons) first, nullifying his power. So, it couldn’t be by his power because it had been nullified. The other side of this was that if Jesus had cast them out by the Spirit of God then the kingdom of God had come upon them and they had better respond positively to Him. 

	3. Using Matt 12:30-32 what had the Pharisees’ response shown (v30, 31) and what would result from their actions (v32)? What is (v31, 32) and what is not (v32) the unpardonable sin? Explain.
	The Pharisees’ response had shown that they were not “with Jesus”, but rather against Him. They were not gathering people into the kingdom with Him; therefore they were scattering people from the kingdom. This was serious since God’s final stage of judgment was always to scatter His people from their land. Their response was also considered blasphemy against the Spirit which was unforgivable. This is interesting since it seemed to be a word against the Son of Man which was forgivable. In essence, though, it was slander against the Spirit since it attributed the works of the Spirit to Satan. The reality was that their words only gave outward demonstration to their heart attitude of rejection of Jesus and of siding with Satan. The Spirit had given evidence that Jesus was the Son of God, so to reject His works was to slander the Spirit. In the same way when someone refuses to receive the testimony of the Spirit that Jesus is the only way of salvation, thus rejecting Him and the Spirit, they have also committed the unpardonable sin. No one knows when that final word that is rejected will come, so the best thing to do is to respond in faith to the testimony about Jesus when it comes to the heart of a person. 

	4. Based on Matt 12:33-37 what was the Jews’ error about Jesus (v33)? What did this reveal about them (v34-35) and what would bring it to light (v36-37)? What does this teach us?
	The Jews error concerning Jesus was that they did not allow the fruit in His life to bear testimony as to His identity. Good fruit does not come from a bad tree, so they should have realized who He was based on His good fruit. On the other hand the bad fruit of the Pharisees indicated that they were from a bad tree; their heart was evil, so they spoke evil from their mouths. The words that people speak will have to be accounted for in the judgment, because words show what is in the heart. Our words will justify us – confession of faith, confession of sin, blessing others – or they will condemn us – rejecting faith, refusing to repent, cursing others. Whatever fills the heart will come out of the mouth. Thus, we should pay attention to what we say (whether aloud to others, or simply under our breath to ourselves) because it will reveal to us what is inside. 

	II. Seeking without Conviction (Matt 12:38-50; Luke 11:27-28)
	Key Idea: There is no value in seeking Jesus unless it is flows from faith that leads to obedience. 

	5. Read Matt 12:38-42. What did the Jews ask for (v38)? How did Jesus assess this (v39) and what 2 examples showed why (v41-42)? Explain the “sign” He promised anyway (v40).

	The scribes and Pharisees, in answer to Jesus’ statement about being justified or condemned by our words, told Him that they wanted to see a “sign” from Him. In other words they wanted Him to give evidence of His authority to make such bold statements. Jesus told them that an evil and adulterous generation seeks for signs, because they are looking for ways to escape responsibility – because if the sign isn’t convincing enough to them then they don’t have to accept His authority. They needed no sign to accept the teachings of Jesus because they were true based on the Scriptures. For that reason He gave them another sign parallel to the Scriptures, the story of Jonah. He told them that just as Jonah had been resurrected from his watery grave in the belly of the sea monster for three days and nights (these weren’t necessary three 24 hour days, but this was a figure of speech meaning at least parts of three days) He, too, would be resurrected from the belly of the earth after being their three days. This was not a sign that they could see before they believed, though; it would require faith in His words before the sign occurred.  He then showed that their judgment would be greater than many Gentiles, because Nineveh and the Queen of Sheba both responded to God in faith – before they saw tangible evidence of the truth of God’s Word. The evidence of Nineveh’s faith is that they repented before the judgment that Jonah announced actually occurred. The evidence of the Queen of Sheba’s faith is that she journeyed (a faith step) from the South to hear Solomon’s wisdom in person (2 Chron 9). The reality is that no sign can cause someone to believe who doesn’t already want to. 

	6. Using Matt 12:43-45 what “spiritual” event does Jesus describe (v43-45) and to whom did this apply (v45)? How can we apply this today?
	Jesus is describing what happens when a demon-possessed person repents of their pattern of sin, but doesn’t replace it with righteous living. If this doesn’t happen more unclean spirits than before inhabit the man, so his last condition is worse than his first. The Jews in the time of Jesus were like that; they had repented of their evil actions at the preaching of John, but they hadn’t believed in the words of Jesus. Because of their rejection of Jesus they would become more evil than ever. In a sense He is implying that their problem is deeper than their human condition; they are in “league with the devil”. The application for us as believers is that there is no point in confessing sin if, at the same time, a new, righteous pattern isn’t put in place. 

	7. In Matt 12:46-50 and Luke 11:27-28 what 2 responses (Matt 12:46-47, Lu 11:27) were made? What thinking did this reveal and how did Jesus correct it (Matt 12:48-50, Lu 11:28)?
	Someone who observed Jesus’ mother and brothers standing outside told Him that they were waiting to see Him. While this was probably an innocent statement He used it as a springboard to let everyone know that earthly relationships, while important, were of less value than kingdom relationships. Those in the kingdom would be known by their doing of the will of God, and they were the enduring, heavenly family of Jesus. Similarly, in Luke 11 one of the women in the crowd sentimentally exclaimed that the womb that bore Him and the breasts at which He nursed (in other words, Mary) were blessed. Jesus challenged the notion that the mother was blessed; rather, He said, the ones who hear the word of God and observe it are the ones who are blessed. Jesus’ point in both situations was to declare that blessing comes from walking in obedience to God, not by physical birth. This means that God’s blessing is accessible to all. 

	III. Seeing the Consequences (Luke 11:33-54)
	Key Idea: When we fail to be obedient from the heart we are in darkness and will suffer the consequences.  

	8. Look at Luke 11:33-36. What is the purpose of light (v33, 36) and what is the lamp “in us” (v34)? How does our light become darkness and how can we overcome this (v35-36)?
	The purpose of light is illuminate, dispelling the darkness. Spiritually, the light is that which is both true and right. We “see” (perceive) with our spiritual eyes, but if we are practicing evil, or disobedience then we are walking in spiritual darkness. The purpose of our spiritual eyes is to provide light so we will be able to walk in the truth. The only way to overcome this darkness is to start walking in the light, or obeying Jesus, who is The Light. This is a very practical thing, because when I am doing evil I cannot see the right (light) way to go since I am protecting my evil way of life (see Eph 4:17-19). Obedience leads to a full understanding of the true and right way.

	9. From Luke 11:37-52 list the “woes” against the Pharisees (v42, 43, 44) and scribes (v46, 47-51, 52). Why did Jesus declare these (v37-38, 45) and what was the real problem (v39-41)? How do these relate to us?
	The first woe Jesus pronounced against the Pharisees was due to their practice of doing the minute details of the Law, like tithing on small herbs of the garden, but then disregarding the justice and love of God. The second woe was given because they loved the front seats of honor in the synagogue and the respectful greetings in the marketplace – they loved to be recognized for their superior status. The third woe was spoken against them because they were like concealed tombs that rendered those who walked on them unclean. They made those who associated with them unclean like they were because they were “dead”. Next, Jesus declared woes against the lawyers because they weighed ordinary people down with the requirements of the Law impossible to fulfill, and they didn’t even try to help them – they simply didn’t care about them. They also were due woe because they had built the tombs of the prophets, but their fathers were the ones who had killed them. This amounted to approval of their murderous actions and they would be held accountable for them. God would insure that they would answer for these actions by sending prophets in their day (John, Jesus, the apostles) that they would murder, thus putting the blood of the prophets on their hands. The final woe was spoken because the lawyers had taken away the key of knowledge by their hardness, making not only them unable to keep God’s true law, but also rendering those who followed them unable to keep it. Their real problem was that their hearts were corrupt, even though their actions might appear religious. These woes were prompted because the religious leaders thought they were righteous and without sin, and Jesus wanted them to understand just how susceptible they were to the judgment of God because of their evil. The application to us is obvious – we must work on our hearts and our character, not just our outward actions and image. When we do we will care about others and God, and not just ourselves. 

	10. According to Luke 11:53-54 what was the outcome of Jesus’ confrontation with the Jewish leaders (v53, 54)? How does this show the validity of Jesus’ assessment of them?  
	Jesus’ confrontation with the Jewish leaders escalated their hostility towards Him. They began to question Him closely on many subjects in hopes that they could trap Him and discredit Him. This shows how well Jesus had assessed them because they didn’t care about the truth, or about Him; they simply cared about protecting their image. If they could stop Him then they could continue to live in their self-justification without any challenge from others. Whenever we want to attack the one who challenges us instead of considering the truth of his statements we are dangerously close to the same thing. 

	11. Thinking back over these questions why is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” the unpardonable sin? How does the settled mindset reveal itself in people’s lives based on this study?
	Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is the unpardonable sin because it is saying “no” to His final presentation of the Jesus as the only way to heaven and a relationship with the Father. It is considering His work to be of no value and leads ultimately to eternal rejection of Jesus who is the focus of the Spirit’s work. Those who say “no” to Him in a final sense live a life that is contrary to His; it is not the word of blasphemy that makes their sin unpardonable, but their heart attitude that is set against Him. This is seen in the scribes, Pharisees, and lawyers; they could not even entertain the idea that Jesus might be the Messiah or that His works were from God because they were opposed to Him no matter what evidence He gave. God always looks at the heart, and those who reject the work of the Holy Spirit have a heart set against God. 






