Acts 20-21 – Lesson Notes – Be Careful Out There
The Big Idea: Because God’s purpose might entail dangers and difficulties it is wise to be both careful and courageous in order to complete His will for us. 
	I. Prioritizing Community (20:1-12)
	Key Idea: Even though we may face opposition or have a task to complete, we must maintain the priority of community. 

	1. Read Acts 20:1-6. Where did Paul go next and why (v1-2), and who was with him (v4)? What is the significance of each? What changed his plans (v3) and where did the group end up (v5-6)? 
	After the Ephesian uproar died down Paul sent for the disciples there and exhorted them before leaving. He then went through Macedonia and gave the various districts much exhortation, and then went to Greece for three months. When a plot was formed against him by the Jews as he was about to sail to Syria he diverted and went back to Macedonia instead. As he did he was accompanied by six men – Sopater of Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia, although they had gone ahead and were waiting at Troas for Paul and Silas. Each of these men repre-sented the fruits of Paul’s ministry in these various places and showed that Paul not only led them to Christ, but then discipled them into His service so that they became useful to the kingdom. After the Feast of Unleavened Bread had ended they left Philippi, came to Troas after five days, and stayed there seven days. 

	2. From 20:7-12 when did they gather at Troas and why (v7)? Describe Paul’s message and its setting (v7, 8), and what occurred (v9). How did Paul respond to this (v10-12) and what does this teach us?
	After they had been at Troas for seven days they came together on Sunday to break bread (observe the Lord’s Supper) and listen to Paul preach. Since Paul intended to leave the next day he preached a lengthy message that stretched until midnight. There were many lamps in the upper room where they were gathered so that the environment overall was conducive to sleepiness.  As one young man, Eutychus, sat on the window sill he sank into a deep sleep and suddenly fell backwards. When he landed he broke his neck and died. Paul went down, fell upon him and embraced him (much like Elijah in 1 Kings 17:17-24) and brought him back to life. He then went back up and told them to not be troubled because the boy was alive. He then broke bread with them, ate, talked until daybreak, and was and left. They were all greatly comforted over the resuscitation of the boy. Paul did not treat this as something over which to get excited; he had total confidence that God could bring the boy back to life so he went ahead and completed his teaching ministry after this miracle occurred. Similarly, we should not be surprised when God does the unexpected - what we might call “miraculous” - things; He is certainly capable if it is His will.

	II. Presenting the Challenge (20:13-38)
	Key Idea: Because many will attempt to destroy the faith of believers God’s leaders must shepherd His people well. 

	3. Using 20:13-21 where did Paul head next (v13-15) and what did he want to do (v16)? Who did he call to him at Miletus (v17) and what did he share (v18)? How did he describe his ministry (v19-21)?
	Paul walked to Assos from Troas, a distance of about twenty miles, possibly to allow more time to teach those who accompanied him. The ship would have to go around the peninsula so they would have arrived at approximately the same time. Luke and the rest took him on board there; they went to Mitylene, sailed opposite Chios, and the next day crossed over to Samos. The day after this they went to Miletus because Paul had decided not to stop in Ephesus in order to be in Jerusalem for the day of Pentecost. From Miletus Paul called for the elders of the church at Ephesus to exhort them. He began by sharing his history with them, how he had been with them his entire time in Asia serving the Lord with all humility, tears and trials which resulted from the plots of the Jews against his life. He reminded them of how he had not shrunk from declaring to them anything that was profitable or from teaching them both publicly and house to house. He had solemnly testified to both Jews and Greeks of repentance towards God and of faith in their Lord Jesus Christ. 

	4. Based on Acts 20:22-30 what had God revealed (v22-23), but how did Paul respond and why (v24)? What did he know (v25-27), how did he instruct the elders, and why (v28-30)?
	God had solemnly revealed to Paul through His Spirit that when he arrived in Jerusalem bonds and afflictions awaited him. Even so, Paul felt “bound in spirit” to go there, and because he did not count his life as dear to himself, he was determined the finish his course of testifying solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. God’s goal, rather than his personal ambition, was his motivation for living. He told these elders that he knew that all of them would not see his face again and, as he testified, he knew he was innocent of the blood of all men. This was due to the fact that he had not shrunk from declaring to them the whole purpose of God. This is an important note; when we fail to present the whole truth from God’s Word we leave people defenseless against some of the attacks of Satan through false teaching. He then went on to instruct these elders to be on guard for themselves and the entire flock, over which the Holy Spirit had made them overseers. Because Jesus had purchased the church of God with His own blood these elders were to shepherd it well. 

	5. Read 20:31-38. What was Paul’s command (v31) and how did he seek to encourage obedience (v32, 33-35)? How did he “seal” this (v36) and what was the outcome (v37-38)? 
	Paul commanded the elders at Ephesus to be on the alert (waking up from sleep or death), using his example among them as motivation. For three years he had not failed to admonish (noutheto, to put into the mind) them with tears [to live according to their calling as followers of Jesus]. He sought to encourage their obedience by commending (paratitheto, to place beside) them to God and to the word of His grace. This grace was able to build them up and to give them an inheritance among all those who are sanctified (set apart to God). Furthermore, he reminded them of his example of unselfish service, how he had not coveted silver or gold, and had rather worked with his hand to meet his needs, as well as the needs of those who were with him. By doing this hard work he showed them that Christian leaders must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that it is more blessed to give than to receive. He sealed his encouragement to them by kneeling and praying with them and embracing them as they all wept aloud, grieving especially over his announcement that they would no longer see his face. They then accompanied him to the ship. Paul, then, encouraged them by the reward they would receive, by the example he had set, and by his prayer for them. 

	III. Proving the Commitment    (21:1-40)
	Key Idea: We will prove our commitment when we continue to serve Jesus in the face of problems and struggles.

	6. In 21:1-6 where did Paul sail next (v1-3)? What did he do there and what was he told (v4)? Did this stop him (v5-6)? What did he do when it was time to go (v5)? Why was this good?
	Paul set sail from Miletus after they had “torn themselves away” (the word connotes a forceful separation) from the Ephesian elders and headed straight for Cos, then to Rhodes, and then to Patara. They passed Cyprus on the west as they sailed to Phoenicia and landed at Tyre in Syria. While the ship unloaded its cargo Paul immediately looked up the disciples there and stayed with them for seven days. During this time they kept telling him through the Spirit that he was not to set foot in Jerusalem, but that didn’t deter Paul. He was willing to suffer for the Lord to fulfill His purpose in his life. When it was time to resume their journey the disciples, along with their wives and children, escorted them out of the city, knelt down on the beach with them and prayed together, and then bade them farewell. Paul constantly cultivated these personal relationships and the memory of these special times would encourage him (as well as them) in times of need.  

	7. From 21:7-14 what did Paul do next (v7)? Why did he stay for a day? Who did he stay with in Caesarea (v8-9) and what was confirmed (v10-11)? How did his friends respond (v12, 14) and what did he say (v13)? Apply. 
	The missionary band disembarked at Tyre and then landed shortly at Ptolemais. After greeting the brethren they stayed with them for a day because of the mutual encouragement it would bring. The next day they left and went to Caesarea, entering the house of Philip the evangelist (one of the seven of Acts 6) who had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses. While Paul was there the prophet Agabus came down from Jerusalem and, taking Paul’s belt, bound his own feet and hands. He said that the Jews in Jerusalem would bind the man who owned that belt and deliver him to the Gentiles, confirming the message that Paul had already received multiple times. This is reminiscent of Jesus repeated message to His disciples that He would suffer in Jerusalem, be crucified and resurrected. Even though Paul knew it was going to happen he viewed this as God’s message of what would happen rather than God’s prohibition of his journey to Jerusalem. In this sense Paul considered a test that he would disregard in order to fulfill God’s plan for his life. For this reason even though the local residents begged him not to go, he told them that this was causing him to grieve. He reaffirmed that he was ready not only to be bound but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. Realizing he wouldn’t change his mind, they simply said, “The will of the Lord be done!” Paul’s example is instructive for us; sometimes God reveals how difficult His will is but wants us to carry it out anyway. At other times He reveals this to us so that we will choose a different course of action. The only way we know which to do is through an ongoing conversation and relationship with Him. Then, when we follow what we believe He is directing, He will honor that decision of faith. 

	8. Using 21:15-26 what did Paul have to face in Jerusalem and from whom (v15-21) and what was suggested (v22-24, 25)? How did Paul respond (v26) and how is this a good example?
	When Paul got to Jerusalem the brethren received him gladly and on the next day he went into talk to James and the elders. He related in detail what God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry and hearing this, they were glorifying God. However, they also reminded him of how many thousands of the Jews had believed and that they were still zealous for all the Law. They also told Paul that these Jewish believers had been told that he was teaching the Jews who had believed to forsake Moses, telling them to not circumcise their children or to walk according to the customs (traditions handed down). Wanting to head off any conflict they asked Paul to take four men who were ready to be released from a vow and go with them, purifying himself along with them, and to pay all the expenses associated with this purification. Then the Jews would realize that Paul was not trying to overturn the Law of Moses, but rather followed it. The Gentiles were not a concern because the four rules for them had already been established; it was just the Jews who had to be considered. Paul graciously submitted to this suggestion and the next day gave notice of his intent to complete the purification and then offer a sacrifice for all five of them in the temple. Paul’s response is a good one to follow; he knew that these customs now meant nothing, but he was willing to not be a hindrance to anyone for the sake of the gospel. 

	9. According to 21:27-36 who caused trouble for Paul (v27) and how (v28)? Why did they believe this (v29) and what resulted (v30, 31-32, 33-36)?
	When the seven days of purification were almost over Jews who had followed Paul from Asia saw him in the temple. They erroneously assumed that Paul had taken Trophimus, an Ephesian Gentile, into an area of the temple forbidden to Gentiles. This was absurd because the Romans had given the Jews permission to execute on the spot any Gentile who defiled the temple in this way. In spite of this they began to stir up the multitude and laid hands on Paul, saying that he was the man that preached everywhere against “our people” and the Law and the temple. Moreover, they said he had even brought Greeks into the temple, defiling it. This aroused the city against Paul and they dragged him out of the temple. The temple guards immediately shut the doors so that no defilement of the temple occurred. While they were seeking to kill him outside the temple the commander of the Roman cohort heard that all Jerusalem was in confusion. So, he took some soldiers and centurions and ran down to them, so that when the Jews saw them they stopped beating Paul. The commander then ordered him taken and bound him in two chains, asking who he was and what he had done. The crowd was shouting various things so that the confusion continued, rendering the commander unable to ascertain the facts. So, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks and had to be carried there by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob who kept shouting, “Away with him!”

	10. In 21:37-40 what was Paul’s question (v37)? To what did it lead (v37, 38) and how did Paul use this (v39, 40)? What can we learn from this? 
	Paul boldly asked the commander if he could say something to him. The commander then asked if he knew Greek, signifying to him that Paul was not the Egyptian who had earlier caused a revolt. Paul told him rather than he was a citizen of Tarsus, which was a significant city of that day; the university in Tarsus trailed only those of Athens and Alexandria in prestige. Paul then asked if he could address the crowd from the stairs of the Fortress of Antonia where he had been taken. He motioned to the crowd to be quiet and when there was silence he began to speak to them in the Hebrew dialect. Paul wisely employed all the tools at his disposal to be able to spread the gospel and make his “defense” for Jesus. We must similarly be “wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matt 10:16). 

	11. Review Acts 20-21. What dangers did Paul face in these chapters (20:3; 20:9; 20:22-23; 21:4; 21:10-11; 21:20-22) and how did he deal with them (20:3; 20:10-12; 20:24, 25-36; 21:5-6; 21:13; 21:26)? What was Paul’s priority? 
	Paul faced the danger of a plot from the Jews on his life as he started to sail for Syria and faced the “problem” of a boy dying as he fell asleep during Paul’s preaching. He was also told repeatedly that bonds and afflictions awaited him in Jerusalem, and that the Jews who were in Jerusalem assumed that he was “anti-Moses” although he really wasn’t. Paul’s response was varied; regarding the plot on his life he wisely traveled on foot instead of boarding the ship to Syria. Because he believed that he was to go to Jerusalem with the offering for the poor saints there before he went to Rome he continued on his journey. He took the message from the Spirit as a warning, not a prohibition; so he was careful, but didn’t avoid going to Jerusalem. As to the prejudice of the Jews Paul willingly demonstrated his sensitivity to the Jewish concern by taking a vow, purifying himself, and paying for four others who were ready to be released from their vow. In summary, Paul’s priority was to preach the gospel to Jews first, and then to Gentiles and the method of facilitating this might vary but he would not allow pettiness, pride or fear to deter this mission. Even though he needed to be careful he would not stop his mission. 


