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(2 Corinthians 5:1-6:2 – The Best Year Ever)
The Big Idea:  If we want a good year and a good life we must have God’s eternal mindset,                                                                         be motivated by love, and follow God’s mandate to reconcile the world to Him. 
Big Group Discussion (10 min)

Introduction – With the new year just ahead what are some of the things you would like to work on in 2008? 
- In 2 Corinthians 5 Paul talks about 3 things that lay a foundation to give meaning to everything we do in life. As you discuss these 3 areas of an eternal mindset, a motive of love, and a mission to bring others into a relationship with Christ, think about ways that you can actually practice them in your normal routines of life in the year ahead.
Table Group Discussion (45 min)
	I. A New Mindset (5:1-10)
	 Key Idea: We must have an eternal mindset that desires to please God if we are to live well here on earth. 


1. Read 2 Cor 5:1. Compare our earthly dwelling with our heavenly dwelling. How does this give us hope when we consider death?
2. Look at 5:2-4. What does our present condition feel like (v2, 3, 4)? What is our burden (v4) and what do you think that means?
3. From 5:5 what is our ultimate purpose as believers (see v1-4)? How has God guaranteed that this purpose will be fulfilled (v5)?
4. Using 2 Cor 5:6-8 where is our true home (v8) and how do we know that (v7)? How should that affect us here (v6, 8)?
5. In 5:9-10 what should our ambition as Christians be (v9) and why (v10)? Apply.

	II. A New Motive (5:11-17)
	Key Idea: We must be motivated by Christ’s love for us if we are to live well here on earth. 


6. Looking at 5:11-14a what 2 things motivated Paul’s service (v11, 13-14a)? Why did that lead to a clear conscience regarding his motives (v12)?
7. According to 5:14-15 what did Christ’s death signify (v14)? How should it affect our motivation for living (v15)?

8. From 5:16-17 how have we changed since we know Christ and what does this mean (v17)? How should this make us look at other Christians differently (v16)?

	III. A New Mandate (5:18-6:2)
	Key Idea: Our priority for life must be to work with God to reconcile people to Him. 


9. Using 5:18-19 what did Christ do for our relationship with God (v18, 19)? What should we do with this gift (v18)?
10. Looking at 5:20-21 how did Christ bring about our reconciliation with God (v21)? What should that make us want to do (v20)?
11. In 6:1-2 how is the urgency of responding to and sharing the gospel underscored (v2)? What encourages us to share Him with others (v1, 2)? 

12. Review 2 Cor 5:1-6:2. What mindset should we have about the future, what should motivate us, and what mission should compel us each day? How will you do this?
Take It Home & Prayer (10 min): Look back over the study today and share some specific ways you can put these things into practice in the week ahead. Then, take time to pray for each other to do this, and to pray for other needs around your table.  
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