Genesis 47-50 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: No one’s story is finished until God writes the final chapter. 
	I. Completing the Story (47)
	Key Idea: Only God can bring a story to a satisfying conclusion.

	1. Read Genesis 47:1-12. What did Pharaoh offer Jacob’s family (v5-6)? Why (46:34-47:4)? How did Jacob and Pharaoh bless each other (v7, 10, 11-12)? How is Jacob a good example for us? 
	Pharaoh offered to let Jacob and his family settle in Goshen in the northeastern region of Egypt near the Nile delta. He also asked if they would put any of their capable men in charge of his flocks. The reason for this was because Jacob’s sons had told him, at the urging of Joseph, that they were shepherds and these were abominable (religiously speaking) to Egyptians. So, it was a generous, but also practical, offer. When Jacob and Pharaoh met together Jacob twice blessed him, even though the lesser is usually blessed by the greater. Pharaoh in return blessed them by allowing them to settle in the best of the land. Jacob, however, shows that any person of God always has the ability to bless others with God’s blessings and should not be intimidated by them. Rather, it is our responsibility to bless the world since we are the people of the God who is the source of blessing. 

	2. From 47:13-31 how did Pharaoh prosper from the famine (v13-14, 15-17, 18-22, 23-26)? How did Israel prosper (v27) and what did Jacob make his sons promise (v29-31)? How old was he (v28)? 
	Pharaoh’s house prospered in several ways from the famine because of Joseph’s wise policy decisions. First, all of the Egyptians money was gathered from the sale of grain, and then when they ran out of that Joseph allowed them to give Pharaoh their livestock – horses, sheep, goats and donkeys - as payment. After that they exchanged their land and their indentured service for food. Finally, Joseph offered them food if they would give a fifth of the produce from the seed which he gave them. Because they were so desperate for good they gratefully took the offer and the 20% taxation of the produce of the land became a lasting statute in Egypt. In contrast Israel lived in the land of Goshen (a section of Egypt), acquired property in it, was fruitful, and became very numerous. Jacob lived there for seventeen years before he died at the age of one hundred forty-seven. As he saw death approaching he made his sons promise to bury him in Canaan, in the cave where Abraham, Isaac, Sarah, Rebekah, and Leah had been buried. 

	II. Casting the Vision (48-49)
	Key Idea: It is good to seek the counsel of those wiser than us when considering our future course. 

	3. Using 48:1-10 what was Jacob’s condition (v1-2) and what did Joseph do (v1)? What did Jacob tell him (v3-4, 5-6, 7) and what did he do (v8-10)? What does this show about Jacob’s growth?
	Jacob became sick as death neared, so Joseph took his two sons to him. When Jacob heard that Joseph had come with Ephraim and Manasseh he gathered his strength and sat up in bed. He told Joseph that God Almighty (El Shaddai) appeared to him at Luz (Bethel) in Canaan and blessed him. God had promised to make him fruitful and numerous, make him a company of peoples, and give him the land of Canaan to him and his descendants as an everlasting possession. He also informed Joseph that he viewed his sons as his own, adopting them in a sense, so that in effect Joseph would receive the portion of the firstborn son (a double portion). Any children that Joseph had after that would be his alone, but Ephraim and Manasseh were reckoned as Jacob’s. He reminded him that Rachel had died as he was entering Canaan and that he buried her in Ephrath. In a sense, then, his adoption of Joseph’s sons was a tribute to Joseph’s mother, Rachel. It seems that Jacob (whose eyesight was poor) suddenly realized at that point that Joseph had two children with him, so he asked who they were. Joseph told him that they were his two sons of whom Jacob had spoken and so he asked that they be brought near so he could bless them. He then kissed and hugged them. This story shows that Jacob had finally grown to the point where it was no longer all about him; he wanted to pass God’s blessings on to succeeding generations. 

	4. From Gen 48:11-22 what surprising thing occurred (v13-14) and how did Joseph respond (v17-18)? What was Israel’s blessing on each son (v15-16, 19-20) and on Joseph (v21-22)? 
	Jacob was very pleased that he had been able to see Joseph before he died, although he had given up such hope. Joseph bowed before Jacob, and then placed Manasseh on Jacob’s right and Ephraim on his left for his blessing of them. Israel (Jacob) crossed his hands, though, and placed his right hand on Ephraim (the place of preeminence) and his left hand on Manasseh. He then blessed Joseph, declaring that the God of Abraham and Isaac, who had been his shepherd all his life and had redeemed his life from all evil, would bless the two lads. He prayed that his name would live on in them, as well as the names of Abraham and Isaac, and that they would grow to a multitude in the midst of the earth. When Joseph, however, saw that Jacob had crossed his hands he was displeased and tried to force them back, but Jacob refused; while pronouncing a blessing of greatness on Manasseh, he said that Ephraim would be greater than he, with his descendants becoming a multitude of nations. 

	5. In Gen 49:1-12 describe Israel’s blessing on Reuben (v1-4), Simeon and Levi (v5-7) and Judah (v8-12). Why was Judah blessed more than the other three (v4, 6, 10-12)? 
	Israel’s “blessing” on Reuben was that he would not have the preeminence of the firstborn because he had defiled his father’s bed – by sleeping with Bilhah, his concubine. This was apparently due to uncontrollable lust. Similarly, because of Simeon and Levi’s acts of cruelty to the Shechemites to avenge their sister’s rape, God would not allow his glory to be united with them. Thus, they would be dispersed in Israel, a fact that was fulfilled as Simeon became part of Judah and Levi became the disenfranchised priestly tribe. Judah, the fourth-born, was blessed, though with the promise of being praised by his brothers (Judah means praise), bowed down to by them, and he would defeat his enemies. He would be the largest tribe in Judah as seen in Numbers, and would lead the way through the wilderness. He would be full of latent power, and the ruler of Israel would come from his tribe. This ultimate ruler, referring to Christ (Rev 5:5), would receive the obedience of the peoples, and would be lavished in prosperity, of which wine and milk were symbols. The reason for Judah’s blessing is that Christ would come from this line and would fulfill these prophecies. 

	6. Read Gen 49:13-21. What was prophesied for Zebulun (v13), Issachar (v14-15), Dan (v16-18), Gad (v19), Asher (v20) and Naphtali (v21)?
	Zebulun’s blessing or prophecy was that he would dwell at the seashore with his flank toward Sidon, although they actually dwelt on a trade route through which seafarers passed. Isaachar (man of wages) would be a “strong donkey” or industrious servant who would trade his freedom for prosperity in a pleasant land in which to live. Dan would be a judge, but one who, like a serpent, was deceitful and dangerous. At this point Jacob realized that he would have to wait for God’s salvation since his boys wouldn’t be very honorable and just. He then declared that Gad, who would settle in the area around the Jordan would be raided and would raid. They would be valiant fighters as a result (1 Chron 5:18-22). Asher, who would live in the rich agricultural region near Mt Carmel would provide gourmet delights for the palace; they would be the breadbasket of Israel in a sense. Naphtali would be quick and fast militarily, like a doe; this is illustrated by the work of Deborah and Barak in Judges 4, two of this tribe’s famous descendants. 

	7. Looking at Gen 49:22-28 what does each element of Joseph’s blessing mean to you (v22, 23-24, 25-26)? What was promised Benjamin (v27)? What was the basic thought behind the blessings (v28)? Apply. 
	Joseph would be very prosperous, so much so that he couldn’t be contained. Even though he was bitterly attacked his bow remained firm because God strengthened him. This refers back to his victory over his brothers, but also to his future success as a leading tribe (Ephraim) in Israel. The one Shepherd and Stone of Israel would be his ultimate resource of blessing, referring to the God of his father Isaac. He would be blessed with food and a great family, and the surpassing blessings of his father Jacob would come to rest on his head as well. He would be distinguished above his brothers. Since Joseph received two portions, one for each of his sons, he really was blessed as the firstborn, and this prophecy illustrates this. This again shows that when we are faithful to God, no matter what injustice or suffering we experience, He will reward us. 

	8. Using Gen 49:29-50:3 what did Jacob make his sons promise (v29-32) and then what happened (v33)? How did Joseph react (v50:1-2) and how did the Egyptians react (v3)? 
	After Jacob blessed each of his sons appropriately he instructed them to bury him with his fathers in Canaan, in the burial site (the cave in Machpelah) that had been purchased by Abraham from Ephron the Hittite many years before. He would be the sixth of his family buried there. After this charge Jacob drew his feet up, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people (an early indication that we immediately go to the redeemed who have gone before us when we die). This caused Joseph to fall on his father’s face and weep over him, and then he commanded the Egyptian physicians to embalm him according to Egyptian custom. This required forty days, and then the Egyptians mourned for him for thirty more days - seventy in all. This shows the high esteem in which the family of Joseph was held. 

	III. Closing the Book (50)
	Key Idea: God completes His purpose for each one before they die.

	9. In Gen 50:4-14 what was Joseph’s request (v4-5) and Pharaoh’s response (v6)? Who went to bury Jacob (v7-14) and what was the funeral like (v10-11)? What does this show?
	Joseph asked Pharaoh if he could leave his post to bury his father in Canaan and then return. Pharaoh told him to honor the oath he made to his father to do this, and then sent all of his servants, the elders of his household, and the elders of the land of Egypt. This was treatment appropriate to an official of Joseph’s magnitude. Of course all the household of Joseph went to bury Jacob, but the little ones and flocks and herds were left behind in Goshen (this is a foreshadowing of the actions during the plagues of Egypt many years later). All of them, including chariots and horsemen went to the threshing floor of Atad beyond the Jordan and there they mourned for seven more days. Their lamentation was so great that the Canaanites saw it and described it as a very grievous mourning for the Egyptians, thus giving it the name Abel-mizraim (mourning of Egypt). This entire event shows the high esteem and reputation of Joseph (and his Hebrew family) at this time, a stark contrast to the feeling towards the Hebrews presented in Exodus. 

	10. From Gen 50:15-26 what did Joseph’s brothers ask and why (v15-17)? How did he respond (v17-21) and how is this a good example? How long did Joseph live (v22-23, 26) and what did he request (v24-25)? 
	After Jacob’s death his sons feared that Joseph would exact retribution on them for all the evil they had done to him. So, they sent Joseph a message saying that Jacob had charged him before his death to forgive them for what they had done. When Joseph heard this it caused him to weep because he held no animosity in his heart towards them. He refused to take God’s place of judgment or to second-guess what God had allowed. He believed God had led this to preserve many people alive (including them). He promised to provide for them and for their children, then comforted them and spoke kindly to them. They all continued to live there and Joseph was able to see the third generation of Ephraim and Manasseh’s sons. As he was about to die he told his brothers that God would surely take care of them and take them back to Canaan, but he wanted them to promise to bury his bones in Canaan when they departed Egypt. So, he died at the age of 110 and was embalmed so he could be buried later in Canaan. 

	11. Reflect on the impact of God’s people in Egypt, especially Joseph and Jacob. Also, think about why Judah and Joseph received the greatest blessings in Gen 49? What can we learn from this?
	Because of Joseph’s faithfulness he blessed all of Egypt and his family. They were truly able to ride his coattails to a place of high respect in Egypt. Of course Jacob, as Joseph’s father, was probably given some credit for Joseph’s character, which may or may not have been true. However, by this time in Jacob’s life he had finally accepted the mantle of the steward of the Abrahamic blessings, so he was no longer a taker, but a giver. As far as Joseph and Judah being the recipients of the greatest blessings the first had to do with Joseph’s faithfulness, while Judah’s had to do with his greatest descendant, Jesus. The three tribes represented by these two – Ephraim, Manasseh, and Judah – would lead the way for Israel in the years to come. The lesson from this is that faithfulness to God and a close relationship to Jesus will best allow us to walk in God’s blessings. 


