Matthew 9:27-34; Mark 4:35-6:6; Lk 9:57-62 - Daily Study Questions 
The Big Idea: Jesus gives all the evidence that we need to believe, but pride will keep us from committing fully to Him. 
	I. Inescapable Examination of Beliefs (Luke 9:57-62)
	Key Idea: Jesus leads us to examine our commitment to Him to insure that it is genuine. 

	1. Using Luke 9:57-58 what did one of Jesus’ followers declare (v57) and what did Jesus tell him (v58)? What did this man need to consider before following Jesus and what does this teach us? 
	One of Jesus’ followers, a scribe, according to Matt 8:19, told Jesus that he would follow Him wherever He went. Jesus clarified the commitment this man was making; he would experience the same thing that Jesus, His master, would experience. Jesus, unlike foxes with holes or birds with nests, had no specific place to lay His head, to call “home”; He was homeless. This teaches us that the disciple must be flexible, unconcerned about permanent roots here on earth. Practically, we should not be so attached to our home that we can’t move on a moment’s notice if Jesus wants us to do so.  

	2. Read Luke 9:59-62. What two requests did the next 2 followers of Jesus make of Him (v59, 61)? How did Jesus answer each one (v60, 62) and what principle was He teaching? 
	The second man was called by Jesus in the same manner as the twelve. Jesus said, “Follow Me”. The man asked for permission to first bury his father. The custom was for a person to be buried on the same day that they died, so the man was more likely requesting that he be able to wait until his father died before he followed Jesus. Otherwise this would have been a meaningless request.  Jesus told him to “let the [spiritually] dead bury the [physically] dead. He was clarifying that the priority of a disciple is not his physical family, but the kingdom of God. He was to go out and proclaim the kingdom of God instead. The third would-be disciple asked to first say “Goodbye” to those at home. Jesus, though, apparently sensing that this was simply a foot-dragging excuse, told him that no one who has put his hand to the plow, then looks back, is fit for the kingdom of God. In other words the disciple must persevere and not turn his back on his commitment. In all of these answers it is obvious that Jesus felt their commitments were superficial, because their answers alone were not wrong. However, anyone can use a legitimate reason as an excuse to keep from fulfilling a commitment. Overall Jesus was teaching that disciples are fully committed to their Master and allow nothing else to take priority over following Him. 

	II. Irrefutable Evidence for Belief (Mk 4:35-5:34; Matt 9:27-34)
	Key Idea: Jesus provided irrefutable evidence that He was God by the many great and diverse miracles that He performed. 

	3. From Mark 4:35-41 what occurred as they sailed across the lake (v35-37)? What was Jesus doing and how did the disciples react (v38)? How did Jesus respond and what did this teach (v39-41)?
	As Jesus and His disciples went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee as storm arose that was so great that the waves were higher than the boat (Matt 8:24). Several of these men were experienced sailors, so they knew that a storm like this would sink their ship, thus taking their lives. Jesus, though, was so exhausted (and at peace) from the day’s activities that He was sleeping through the chaos. So, the disciples woke Him up with an apparent rebuke of Him by asking if He didn’t care that they were perishing. Instead of challenging their attitude He rebuked (a stern warning) the wind and simply spoke the words “Hush, be still” (literally, “be muzzled”) to the sea and immediately – rather than gradually as most storms do – the wind stopped and the sea became calm. Then, He addressed their attitude, asking why they were so timid and had no faith. The implication is that they could have done what Jesus did if they had prayed to the Father to calm the storm, but this required faith that they didn’t possess. Their reaction to this was one of holy fear; they realized that He had power so great as to be able to tame the sea with a word and to make the wind stop at His rebuke. As John MacArthur said, “The only thing more terrifying that the storm outside the boat was having God in the boat!”

	4. In Mark 5:1-12 describe the man that they encountered next (v1-5, 9). What did he do (v6-7) and why (v8-9)? What did he then ask (v10-12)? What does this reveal? 
	The man in the region on the east side of the Sea of Galilee known as Gerasenes was possessed by many demons, led by a demon named “Legion” (this was the word for a Roman battalion of 6000 soldiers). Because of his demonized condition he lived among the tombs and had an unclean spirit that made him so strong that no one could bind him, even with a chain. He constantly cried out and gashed himself with stones. This shows what Satan desires to do to people – destroy their lives and make them worthless (and dangerous) to anyone around them. When he saw Jesus from a distance he ran up and bowed down to Him, and asked in a loud voice what Jesus had to do with him – he wanted to know what Jesus’ business with him was. Assuming it was to torment him (he knew Jesus had authority over him) he implored (begged) Him by God to not cast him out of the man. After Jesus asked him his name (Legion) he intensely begged Him to not send them out of the country (demons like familiar places). Instead he asked for Jesus to send him and his cohorts into a herd of swine feeding there on the mountain. This reveals that demons need a person or thing to inhabit – they don’t want to be just “floating” out there. More importantly this story shows that demons know they are under the authority and judgment of God – and they know that Jesus is God – so they ultimately have to have His permission to do anything. 

	5. According to Mark 5:13-20 what did Jesus do (v13) and what were the results (v14, 15-16, 17)? How did Jesus deal with the man (v18-19) and what was the outcome (v20)?  
	Since swine were unclean and the demons were unclean their request was appropriate, so Jesus gave them permission to enter them. The demons again showed Satan’s agenda of destruction as the swine immediately rushed down the embankment and 2000 of them were drowned. The herdsmen ran to town and country to report what had happened and the people came from these places to see if the man really was different. When they saw that he was sitting down clothed and in his right mind they became frightened (like the disciples in the stilling of the sea incident), especially as the eye-witnesses described what had occurred. So, they began to beg Jesus to leave them. This might have been related somewhat to their economic loss (they not only talked about the man, but also the swine), but the chief fear was His great power. Jesus did this, but as He did the man He had healed begged to accompany Him. Instead, Jesus told him to go back home and report the great things the Lord had done for him, and how He had shown him mercy. This was significant because it was in the Decapolis, the ten Greek speaking cities on the eastern side of the Jordan. This was a non-Jewish region (that’s why they were raising swine) and Jesus was reaching out to them as well.

	6. Look at Mark 5:21-24, 35-43. What need was presented (v23, 35) and by whom (v21-22)? How did Jesus respond (v24, 36, 37-43)? What is the main teaching here (v36, 41-42)? 
	When Jesus disembarked on the western shore a great multitude gathered around Him and He stayed there, probably to teach. However, a synagogue official, Jairus, fell at His feet and begged Him earnestly to come and lay hands on his daughter that she might live. Jesus changed His plans and went off with him, along with the great multitude that was pressing in on Him. After stopping to heal another, He continued on and when He arrived, the people told Jairus that his daughter had died, so there was no reason to bother “the Teacher” (Jesus) anymore. Jesus overheard this, though, and told Jairus to not be afraid, but only believe. He took Peter, James and John with Him to Jairus’ house where there was a great commotion and wailing over the girl’s death. Jesus asked them why they were reacting this way since the girl had not died, but was only asleep. They began laughing at Him, so He put them all out of the house, then took the parents and His disciples to the room where the daughter was. He took the girl by the hand and spoke in Aramaic to her, saying “Talitha kum” which means “little girl, arise”. When he did she immediately arose and began to walk, causing them all to be immediately astounded. He then gave strict order that no one should know about it, and that the girl should be given something to eat. This story shows us that Jesus has even the ability to raise the dead so we should always have faith in Him.

	7. Using Mark 5:25-34 describe the woman who touched Jesus (v25-26) and why she did (v27-28). What resulted (v29) and how did Jesus handle this (v30-31, 32, 33-34)? Apply. 
	The woman who touched Jesus had had an ongoing hemorrhage for twelve years and had endured much at the hands of many doctors about it. They had apparently tried many procedures to figure out the source of the problem but had not helped her; in fact it was getting worse. She had great faith that Jesus could heal her, believing that if she could just touch His clothes that she would be healed. When she did her flow of blood stopped and she could feel the healing in her body. Jesus, too, felt power flow out from Him so He turned to the crowd and asked who touched His clothes. This seemed odd to the disciples since so many were crowding Him, but He ignored them and focused on the woman. She fell before Him in fear and trembling and told Him the whole story. Rather than rebuking her He encouraged her, telling her that her faith had made her well and that she should go in peace with the assurance that she had indeed been healed. This story reveals to us that Jesus/God is truly the One who heals, although doctors or medicine will often be the channel through which the healing occurs. It also tells us, as a corollary, that our faith in Him matters whenever we are facing a problem. We must believe that He can heal us if it is His will, just as He can deliver us out of a problem if it is His will. We must do our part – which often is just to pray, but sometimes more than that, just as the woman shows us – but ultimately it is God who takes care of the problem. 

	8. Read Matt 9:27-34. What 2 miracles did Jesus perform (v27-31, 32-34) and what motivated them (v28-29, 30, 32)? What was the outcome (v31, 33, 34)? 
	After the healing of Jairus’ daughter Jesus left his house and encountered two blind men who were crying out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David”. He entered a house and they came to Him with this request. He asked them if they believed that He was able to do that (not if He would do it, but if He was able) and they said, “Yes, Lord”, He then touched their eyes and gave them the request they had made in faith. He told him to tell no one, but he did anyway and the news about Jesus’ miraculous ability continued to spread. As He left that house a mute was brought to Him who was demon-possessed. Jesus cast out the demon and the man spoke. The multitudes marveled at His power, saying nothing like that had ever been done in Israel. The Jewish leaders, though, continued to say that He had done this with the power of the ruler of the demons. 

	III. Inevitable Rejection of Unbelief (Mk 6:1-6)
	Key Idea: Because of man’s pride Jesus will ultimately be rejected by those who are not born again. 

	9. From Mark 6:1-4 where did Jesus go (v1) and what was the reaction (v2-3)? Why (v2, 3, 4)? How do we do the same thing?
	Jesus left the scene of the little girl’s resurrection and went home to Nazareth. He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath and began to teach. His listeners were astonished, but not for the same reason as the others. These folks couldn’t understand where he got such wisdom and performed such miracles since they had known Him as a child. He was to them ‘the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas and Simon, whose sisters were also there with them’. This caused them to take offense at Him, probably because it required submission to Him if He really was more than just a human relative, but the actual Son of God. It’s much like the reaction of Joseph’s brothers to him when he told them of his dream; they were jealous of him and did not want to submit to him. Like Jesus, it was not that Joseph didn’t seem special, but rather that they didn’t want to submit to him. Another typical reason for such a reaction is that we don’t consider anyone with which we are very familiar as being any different than we are. So, when they gain fame it is difficult, due to pride, to admit that they are superior to us in some way. Thus, anything they do will be rejected because our filter against them is so strong. They rejected Jesus, and we reject Jesus, because of pride; we don’t want to admit that we don’t have all the answers and that we aren’t in charge. 

	10. Based on Mark 6:4-6 in what way was Jesus limited by the people (v5) and what was the basic problem (v6)? How did Jesus deal with this (v6)? 
	Because of the stumbling-block of pride Jesus could no miracles in Nazareth. The greatest barrier to faith is not knowledge, but pride, because it refuses to believe that which makes submission the only logical choice. If they had believed in Jesus, thus allowing Him to do miracles, it would have been logical to submit to His authority. This they could not do because of their pride. Jesus “wondered” at their unbelief – He had so much to give to them but they refused to believe in Him. So, He went other places to preach and teach. 

	11. Review this section. List Jesus’ miracles. In light of this evidence for His deity how do you explain the insincere responses to Him, as well as the outright rejection? What can we learn from this?  
	Jesus 1) calmed the storm and sea 2) cast out a demon and restored the man of Gerasenes 3) healed a woman with a twelve year hemorrhage 4) resurrected Jairus’ daughter 5) restored sight to two blind men and 6) loosed the tongue of a mute by casting out a demon. With this evidence it is obvious that it requires more than this to lead people to faith in Jesus. People refuse to believe because they don’t want to give up their control. Even when they do seem to believe it is often to just get the benefits of Jesus without giving up our way of doing things. Following Jesus means that we surrender our pride and fully trust our lives into His hand, being willing to do whatever He tells us to do, regardless of cost. 


