Acts 22-23 - Daily Study Questions – Head of the Table
The Big Idea: Because the truth about Jesus is so powerful we must never apologize for presenting Him to others. 
	I. A Blameless Conscience          (24:1-27)
	Key Idea: A life of integrity provides credibility and confidence when we have the opportunity to bear witness for Christ. 

	1. Looking at Acts 24:1-9 who accused Paul (v1-2, 9) and before whom (v2-4)? What were their accusations (v5, 6)? Who did they blame for getting Felix involved (v6-8)?  
	Five days after Paul had been moved to Caesarea the high priest, Ananias, along with some elders and Tertullus their attorney came before Felix to present their charges against Paul. There were other Jews present who later joined the attack against Paul, too.  They began by saying thank you to Felix, commending him for keeping the peace and carrying out reforms. They desired a brief hearing to charge Paul, of whom they accused as being a real “pest” (literally a pestilence or plague), who stirred up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes (sectarianism caused problems in the Roman world because it led to upheaval and riots), and one who had tried to desecrate the Jewish temple. They told Felix that they had intended to take care of this themselves, but Lysias, the commander insisted that Felix hear the case. (Acts 24:6b-8a is not in the oldest and best manuscripts, but probably present an accurate rendition of their blame of Lysias). 

	2. From 24:10-21 what was Paul’s attitude (v10) and what evidence did he present (v11-13, 17-21)? What did he admit (v14-15) and what did this mean (v16)? How is this a good example for us? 
	When Paul had his chance to speak he was cheerful and confident that the facts that would surface would vindicate him. He was glad to appear before Felix since he had been overseeing the nation for about twelve years and wouldn’t be easily duped. He explained that twelve days before he had gone to Jerusalem to worship and that he hadn’t disturbed the peace in the temple, synagogue, or city, and the Jews couldn’t prove that the did. He admitted that he did serve the God of their fathers according to the “Way”, which they called a sect, but that he believed everything in accordance with the Law and the Prophets, especially concerning the hope of the resurrection. He explained that his accusers had the very same hope, that there would be a resurrection of the righteous and the wicked, and that in view of this judgment he had done his best to have a blameless conscience before God and man. He hadn’t been perfect but he had tried to do the right thing before both God and man – even when no one was looking. This is a good example for us because it shows that when our lives speak with integrity we can have confidence when we are unjustly accused; as we have often heard, “time and truth walk hand in hand”. However, afterwards some Jews from Asia (who should have been there to present their evidence) came along and accused Paul, leading to a trial before the Sanhedrin council that resulted in conflict over Paul’s statement about his belief in the resurrection of the dead.

	3. Read 24:22-27. What did Felix decide (v22-23) and why (v22)? How did his plan change (v24) and what was the result (v25)? What else did he want (v26) and what was the result for Paul (v27)? 
	When Felix, who had a more exact knowledge of the Way, put the Jews off since he knew that Paul had done nothing wrong. He told them he would hear the case further when Lysias arrived, bringing his own personal take on what had happened. He told the centurion in charge of Paul to keep him in custody but to give him some freedom so that his friends could minister to him. However, when his wife Drusilla, who was a Jew, arrived she wanted to know more about this, so they began meeting with Paul regularly. He spoke about faith in Christ, as well as righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come. This finally began to frighten Felix so he sent him away for a while, saying he would summon him later. He also was hoping that Paul would give him a bribe for his release, but he didn’t do that. They talked often over two years until Felix was succeeded by Portius Festus, and Felix, wanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul in prison. He was a weasel. 

	II. A Baseless Charge (25:1-22)
	Key Idea: There is no need to give in to baseless charges; rather we should let the truth speak for itself. 

	4. Using Acts 25:1-12 what request was made of Festus and why (v1-3)? How did he answer (v4-6)? Describe the hearing (v7-8) and its outcome (v9-12)? Why was this significant? 
	The chief priests and leading Jews requested that Festus hear the charges against Paul in Jerusalem instead of Caesarea. This would give them the opportunity to ambush him on the way. Festus said they could follow him to Caesarea and charge and prosecute him there if he was guilty. When they arrived at Caesarea Festus took his seat on the tribunal the Jews brought many serious charges against Paul which they could not prove. Paul told him that he had committed no offense against the Law of the Jews, the temple or against Caesar. However, Festus, wanting to placate the Jews asked if he would go to Jerusalem to stand trial and Paul said that he was in front of the only court that he considered authoritative – Caesar’s court. Since he had done nothing wrong as Festus knew he appealed to Caesar, willing to be punished or die if he was found guilty. When he said this Festus said that since he had appealed to Caesar, to Caesar he would go. This would put Paul in Rome as he wished, but under probably different circumstances than he had envisioned. 

	5. In 25:13-22 who came to Caesarea (v13)? What points did Festus make about Paul’s case (v14, 15-16, 17-18, 19) and how did he summarize it (v19, 20-21)? What was decided (v22)? 
	After a few days King Herod Agrippa II, with his sister Bernice, arrived in Caesarea. When they paid their respects to Festus he told them about the situation with Paul that he had inherited from Felix. He told Agrippa that he had heard the case but that the charges from the Jews were not as he expected. Rather than being about points of Roman law they were at odds over their religion and about a certain dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted to be alive. Festus was at a loss to investigate those matters so he had asked Paul if he would go to Jerusalem so he could gather more evidence, but Paul had appealed to Caesar. This intrigued Agrippa and he said he wanted to hear from Paul, which Festus said he could do the next day. 

	III. A Believable Confession (25:23-26:32)
	Key Idea: The truth about Jesus is very persuasive although men’s hearts are set against it. 

	6. From 25:23-27 how did Agrippa enter (v23) and what did Festus say to him (v24-25)? What was Festus’ dilemma and solution (v26-27)? 
	Agrippa, full of himself, entered the auditorium with great pageantry accompanied by the commanders and prominent men of the city. Festus ordered Paul to be brought in and announced that the Jews had loudly declared that Paul was not fit to live any longer. He said, however, that he had found nothing in him worthy of death and that he had appealed to Caesar. Festus’ problem, though, was that he had nothing to write to Caesar about why he was sending Paul to him, so he wanted Agrippa to ascertain charges that could be written as he was sent to Caesar. It seemed absurd to him to send a prisoner without charges.

	7. Using 26:1-11 how did Paul begin and why (v1-3), and what was his opening defense (v4-5)? Why did he say he was on trial (v6-7) and why was this absurd (v8)? To what extremes had he gone (v9-11)? 
	Paul began his defense with his standard stretched out hand motion and then told Agrippa how fortunate he was to stand before him since he was well-versed in the Jewish customs (the Herods had been in Judea for 3 generations). He told him that he had been immersed in the strictest sect of Judaism since his childhood and all of his accusers knew that if they would admit it. He told him that he was on trial that day because of the hope of God’s promise that there would be a resurrection of the dead, a hope to which all of the Jews hoped to attain. It was hard for Paul to understand why people considered the resurrection so incredible, but that’s why he was on trial. He thought he had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus before he became His follower, locking many of them up in prisons and casting his vote against them for the verdict of death (like Stephen). He had gone so far as track Jesus’ followers into synagogues, forcing them to “blaspheme” (saying that they believed Jesus was God). He also became so furiously enraged against them that he went to foreign cities in pursuit of them. 

	8. According to 26:12-18 what caused Paul to stop his assault and change (v12-13, 14, 15)? What did Jesus tell him about his purpose and plan for him (v16, 17-18)? 
	Paul was “stopped in his tracks” by a heavenly light so bright that it caused all who were with him to fall down. He then heard a voice in Aramaic (the Hebrew dialect) saying, “Saul, Saul why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads” to which Paul responded “Who are you Lord?” He told him that He was Jesus whom he was persecuting and that he should stand up. He further told him that He had appointed him for a minister and a witness not only of the things he had seen but also to the things in which He would appear to him, probably referring to His appearance to Paul in Arabia later. He promised to deliver him from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles. He was sending him to them – the Gentiles - to open their eyes and allow them to turn from the darkness to the light and the kingdom of Satan to God. This would enable them to receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Him. 

	9. Based on 26:19-23 how did Paul respond (v19, 20) and to what did this lead (v21)? How did Paul state the basis of his argument (v22, 23)? 
	As Paul told Agrippa he obeyed the heavenly vision and began to declare in Damascus first, and then at Jerusalem and Judea, and even to the Gentiles that they should all repent and turn to God, performing actions that demonstrated their repentance. As he did this led to some Jews seizing him in the temple so they could put him to death, but by God’s help he was delivered. That day he was only testifying to both small and great what the prophets had spoken – that the Christ (Messiah) should suffer [and die] and by reason of His resurrection to be the first to proclaim light to both the Jewish people and the Gentiles. 

	10. Read 26:24-32. What was Festus’ reaction (v24) and Paul’s response (v25-26)? What did he ask Agrippa (v27), what did he say (v28) and what was Paul’s “comeback” (v29)? What was the outcome of this hearing (v30-32)? 
	When Festus heard this is exclaimed loudly that Paul’s great learning was making him crazy, but Paul calmly responded that he had simply uttered words of sober truth. In fact, as he said, King Agrippa knew about all this because it had not been done in a corner, but was public knowledge. He then addressed Agrippa and asked rhetorically, “Do you believe the prophets?” and immediately said, “I know you do”. Agrippa replied essentially by asking Paul if he thought that in such a short time he could persuade him to become a Christian. Paul was not put off by this; rather he said it didn’t matter whether it was long or short, but only that he wished that all would follow his example of belief in Jesus, except without the chains. The outcome of this hearing after Agrippa, Bernice, Festus and the others with them held a consultation was that they all agreed that Paul had done nothing worthy of death or imprisonment, and that if he hadn’t have appealed to Caesar he could have been set free. 

	11. Summarize Paul’s defense in his three trials and the outcome of each. What are some spiritual truths that came out of each trial? How is Paul a good example for us in these trials?  
	Paul’s defense before Felix was that he had not stirred up dissension or riots but had merely served the God of the Jewish fathers through the Way [of Jesus]. The reason for the disturbance was his belief in the resurrection of the dead, a belief that he shared with the Jews (Pharisees) who were accusing him. A spiritual truth that arises from this trial is that when we maintain a lifestyle of integrity we can confidently bear testimony of Jesus. On the other hand if we are simply trying to win an argument we are not going to be very successful in our witnessing efforts. Paul’s defense before Festus was that he had done nothing wrong by Roman law or against Jewish law, so he wanted to appeal to Caesar rather than going back to Jerusalem to stand trial. This teaches us that we have God’s power with us and His truth, so we can refuse to be muzzled. This will allow God to give us greater opportunities to share than we can even imagine. Finally, as Paul stood before Agrippa he gave a full testimony of how Jesus had stopped him on the road to Damascus and how he had called him to be a witness to both Jews and Gentiles. He even attempted to persuade Agrippa to become a Christian. This is a great lesson for us; the truth about Jesus is so powerful that it can convince even the most powerful. We must never be ashamed to present the gospel in a way that shows we believe it is the ultimate answer for people and never apologize for giving the reason for the hope that is within us (1 Pet 3:15). 


