Genesis 43-46 Daily Study Questions – Time and Truth
The Big Idea: In the final analysis truth will always make itself known. 
	I. An Astonishing Coincidence (43)
	Key Idea: Until we realize the powerful involvement of God in our lives we will be continually surprised at coincidences. 

	1. Read Genesis 43:1-15. What did Jacob say (v1-2) and what was Judah’s answer (v3-5)? How did Jacob react (v6)? What did Judah propose (v7-10) and what was Jacob’s response (v11-14)? 
	When all the food was used up that the brothers had brought back on their first trip to Egypt Jacob told them to go back and buy some more. Judah reminded him, though, that the man (Joseph, whom they still did not know) had solemnly warned them that they could not see him again without their youngest brother, Benjamin. So, he told Jacob that they would not go without him. Jacob’s reaction was to blame the brothers for revealing so much about their family, but they defended themselves by saying that they were only answering his questions and that they had no idea that he would ask them to bring Benjamin back with them. Since Jacob was concerned about this, though, Judah offered to be surety for him and to bear the blame forever if he didn’t bring Benjamin back. Jacob agreed to this plan, saying it must be that way. He told them to take many presents with them, along with double the money, and to take Benjamin. He asked, however, that God Almighty grant them compassion in the sight of [Joseph] so that he would release Simeon and Benjamin. He resigned himself to the fact that this might lead to his bereavement of both Joseph and Benjamin. 

	2. From 43:15-25 what did Joseph do when he saw Benjamin (v15-17) and how did the men respond (v18, 19-22)? What was the steward’s answer (v23) and what did he do for them (v24-25)? 
	When Joseph saw Benjamin he sent word for the men to come to his house so they could dine with him at noon. He had an animal slaughtered to cook for them and when they came to his house they were afraid, thinking that he knew about the stolen money and intended to “fall on them” and take them as slaves along with their donkeys. So, they called the steward to them and told him that they hadn’t taken the money but that it had simply shown up in their sacks; they had brought it back with them to return. The steward told them to be at ease; he had the money they had brought and apparently the God of their father had given them treasure in their sacks. He then brought Simeon out from prison, brought them into Joseph’s house, gave them water, washed their feet, and gave their donkeys fodder. Similarly, the brothers prepared their present for Joseph since they had heard they were to dine with him. 

	3. Using 43:26-34 how did the brothers greet Joseph (v26, 28) and what was Joseph’s concern (v27, 29)? How did he react (v30)? What was surprising about the dinner (v31-32, 33, 34)? 
	When the brothers greeted Joseph they gave him the present in their hand and bowed to the ground before him – twice in fact (in fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams). He asked about their father’s welfare and if he was still alive and they said he was as they bowed before him a second time. When he saw Benjamin he asked if he was the younger brother about whom they had spoken, and then prayed for God’s grace to be on him. This stirred his emotions deeply so he hurried out and wept, then washed his face and composed himself. He then returned to eat with them, but not at the same table according to Egyptian custom – they would be considered unclean. However, they were seated in order which caused them to look at one another in astonishment. They could only see this as the hand of God. Joseph also surprisingly gave Benjamin five times as much as the rest of them, and they feasted and drank freely with Joseph (still not knowing who he was). 

	II. An Admission of Truth (44)
	Key Idea: When we are caught in our sin the best thing to do is simply admit the truth and take responsibility for our actions.

	4. From Gen 44:1-17 what “trick” did Joseph play (v1-2, 3-6)? How did the brothers react (v7, 8, 9) and what was the result (v10-13)? How did this affect them and Joseph (v14-17)?
	Joseph told his steward to fill the brothers’ sacks with food and put their money back in the mouth of the sacks; but he commanded him to put his silver cup in the mouth of Benjamin’s sack. Then, a while after the men left he told his steward to go after them and ask them why they had repaid evil for good by taking Joseph’s cup. His goal was to bring them to a complete change of heart about their evil treatment of others, from their father to Joseph, and really even each other. When they were confronted about this they strongly denied it, expressing amazement that such a thing would even be suggested. Then, to reinforce their innocence, they promised to kill the one in whose sack the cup was found, and the rest would become slaves. The steward, though, said that he would make the guilty one his slave and the rest would be free. When they found the cup in Benjamin’s sack they tore their clothes in grief, loaded their donkeys and returned to the city. When they got to Joseph’s house he asked them what they had done since he could have discovered it by divination (he is still posing as a true Egyptian for effect). Judah admitted they had no justification and that it was all of God who had discovered their iniquity; he went so far as to say they would all be Joseph’s slaves. Joseph, however, said that only the thief would be his slave. 

	5. In Gen 44:18-34 what did Judah tell Joseph (v18-31) and why was he the spokesman (v32)? What did he propose (v33-34)? What evidence is there that the brothers’ hearts had changed?
	At this point Judah approached Joseph to tell him about his father’s struggles in losing Joseph, his oldest son by Rachel, and then with considering the possibility of losing his younger son as well. He expressed true concern about his father if they didn’t return with Benjamin since his life was bound up with his. The reason that Judah spoke up was that he told Joseph that he had become surety for Benjamin, and so he asked if he could be the one to remain as Joseph’s servant. He just didn’t want to see his father die over this. The genuine concern for Jacob was evidence of a changed heart because up to this point they had cared for no one but themselves. They were willing to give up their lives to save Jacob’s and to be true to their word. 

	III. An Amazing Reunion (45-46)
	Key Idea: We must never give up hope because God is always at work on behalf of His people. 

	6. Read Gen 45:1-8. What did Joseph command and why (v1-2)? What did he reveal (v3, 4) and how did the brothers react (v3)? How did he explain what had happened (v5-7, 8)? Apply. 
	Because Joseph was overcome with emotion he had everyone leave the room but his family; it was not respectable to show your emotions as an Egyptian. When he was alone with his brothers he finally told them who he was although they were dismayed, or terrified, when they were brought close to him. They thought he was a very powerful man who could squash them at any moment and they simply couldn’t grasp what he was saying. Joseph, though, told them that this had all been the hand of God. He had forgiven them because God had sent him to preserve them (they would be saved both by the food and saved from the Canaanite culture while in Egypt) and to save the lives of many others (a fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant to be a blessing to the nations). Even though God’s providence didn’t make what they did right, he chose to forgive them and not hold their unfair treatment of him against them. When we understand that God is over all that happens we can also choose to forgive since He will work it out for good anyway.

	7. Looking at Gen 45:9-15 what did Joseph tell his brothers to do (v9-10, 12-13) and what did he plan (v11)? Why was he so urgent? How did he show his forgiveness (v11, 14-15)? 
	Joseph told his brothers to hurry back and get their father and bring him back to Egypt, along with the children, grandchildren, flocks, herds and possessions. . In other words they were relocating Israel into the land of Goshen in Egypt. There they would be insulated and be able to form their new national identity without the assimilating influence of either Canaan or Egypt. His urgency was probably due to the fact that he knew his father wouldn’t want to leave but he needed to because the famine was going to continually worsen. To be able to get Jacob to come with them he also told them to let him know all the splendor they had seen. Then, in a demonstration of his heart-felt forgiveness, he hugged all of them, wept with them, kissed them and talked with them. 

	8. Using Gen 45:16-28 what was the response to Joseph’s family reunion (v16)? What did Pharaoh and Joseph do for them (v17-18, 19-20, 21-23) and what did Joseph advise (v24)? How did Jacob respond (v25-27)? 
	When Pharaoh and his household heard that Joseph’s brothers were there they were pleased. He told Joseph to tell his brothers to load up their beasts to go to Canaan and to come back with their father and all they had to live in Egypt. There Pharaoh would give them the best of the land. They were to take wagons for transportation and not concern themselves with anything for the best of Egypt would be theirs. He also sent changes of clothes with them and Benjamin received three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of clothes. They also took ten donkeys and ten female donkeys loaded down with the best of Egypt and provisions. Joseph advised them not to quarrel on the way; he still had not forgotten how they were. When they all returned to Jacob and related to him all that had happened he was stunned at first; but when they showed him all that had been sent back with them he was convinced and his spirit revived. He then said he would go. 

	9. From Gen 46:1-27 what did Israel do when he left (v1) and what did God promise (v2-3, 4)? What did they take with them (v5-7), and how many of Israel’s family went (v27)? 
	As Jacob left he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. God called to him in a night vision and told him to not be afraid to go down to Egypt for He would make him into a great nation there. He promised to go with him and bring him back again, and told him that Joseph would close his eyes when he died. So, they all went Egypt, seventy in all if Joseph, his wife, and two sons were included, along with all they owned. 

	10. In Gen 46:28-34 describe Joseph’s encounter with Jacob (v28-29, 30). Why were they able to settle in Goshen (v31-34) and why was it important that they remained separate? 
	Judah directed Jacob’s entourage to Goshen, a separate area in Egypt near the northern border. Joseph then boarded his chariot and went to meet them. As soon as he appeared before him he fell on Jacob’s neck and wept for a long time. Israel (Jacob) responded by saying he was now ready to die since he had seen Joseph’s face alive. Joseph also told his brothers to tell Pharaoh that they were shepherds so they would be granted a separate place to settle (Goshen) because shepherds were an abomination to Egyptians. As previously stated it was important for them to remain separate until the Exodus because this would enable them to establish a separate national identity, rather than being assimilated into the Egyptian culture. 

	11. Name some of the unexpected things that occurred in these chapters. What was God teaching the brothers and Jacob about themselves? What did they learn about God? 
	It was first somewhat unexpected that Jacob would relent and allow his sons to return to Egypt with Benjamin, but they were so hungry that this was their only good option. When they returned they didn’t expect to be invited to have dinner with the second in command (Joseph) but that’s exactly what happened. Then, the steward was not angry with them over the money that had been found in their sacks, adding another unusual thing to this entire event. As they sat down to eat they were astonished that they were seated in order, and probably couldn’t figure out why Benjamin got five times as much as the rest of them. After they left they were dismayed to find that Joseph’s cup in the sack of Benjamin and had no explanation for it. This, however, finally brought them to their knees because Judah, as their leader, had guaranteed the safe return of Benjamin. They knew that Benjamin’s death would bring about Jacob’s end, so they were finally repentant over their evil ways and the pain this brought others. With this exhibition of genuine remorse Joseph unexpectedly revealed his identity, and then told them to bring their father down, along with all they had. This surprised them, as probably did his forgiveness of them, and when Jacob heard all of this he could scarcely believe it as well. Finally, they were given the best of Pharaoh and the best of the land to settle in. This entire story is a picture of how God takes care of His people, as well as a picture of how our sin always finds us out. Because God is truth He will eventually make sure that the truth comes out. It is therefore foolish and counterproductive to disobey God or hurt His people. 


