Matt 13:1-52; Mark 4:1-34 - Daily Study Questions – The Lights Are On, But…
The Big Idea: Jesus’ kingdom will grow by the spread of the Word and ultimately triumph as God eliminates evil in the final judgment. 
	I. Developing the Kingdom             (Matt 13:1-23)
	Key Idea: The kingdom develops as people hear God’s Word with understanding, obey it, and bear fruit.

	1. Using Matt 13:1-9 and 18-23 what was Jesus’ teaching method here (v1-3, 9)? Give the outline of this story (v3, 4, 5-6, 7, 8), what each point means (v18-19, 20-21, 22, 23), and the primary teaching. 
	As Jesus taught the crowds one of His most effective methods was the use of parables. The word means to lay something beside something else – so a parable lays the fictional elements of a story alongside the elements in real life. Then, it makes one main point; every detail is not meant to have a meaning. In the parable of the soils there was a sower scattering seed on various types of soil. The meaning of the sower is not given, so it corresponds to any vehicle for the Word, which is the meaning of the seed. The Word is sown in many ways – by the spoken word, by actions accompanied by words, by songs, be interpretations of events, etc. It is God’s Word, though, that is sown. It is also sown on various types of hearts – hard hearts into which the Word will not penetrate. This “seed” doesn’t remain but is taken away by the evil one. The seed that falls on rocky soil represents the one who hears the Word and receives it with joy; however, he has no firm root so when affliction or persecution occurs he falls away. There is no fruit. The third one hearing the word is like seed sown among thorns or briers. It begins to spring up, but is choked out, just like the worry of this world or the deceitfulness of riches does to those receive the Word, but then are choked out before fruit is born. The seed sown on good ground, though, represents the one who hears the Word and understands the implications of what he has heard. This one indeed bears fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. The point of the parable is that those who hear the Word and understand the Word are good soil because they bear fruit. Just hearing the Word, then, means nothing; it is those who actually obey the Word and bear fruit because they understand it that represent the desired outcome. We must bear fruit to demonstrate that we are authentic believers. 

	2. Read Matt 13:10-17. Why did Jesus teach in parables (v10-12, 13)? How does v12 explain this? What prophecy did this fulfill (v14-15) and why were the disciples blessed (v16-17)? 
	Jesus taught in parables for two reasons: first, for those who received the Word with understanding this would give them even more understanding about life in Jesus’ kingdom. Thus, they would be able to bear more responsibility and even more fruit. However, for those who didn’t understand, the parable would be a mystery to them. Even though they would hear spiritual truth, they wouldn’t understand it, primarily because they had rejected the truth they had already received. The opportunity to understand spiritual things would be taken away from those who refused to accept what they had already heard. This fulfilled prophecy concerning the Jews who had rejected God’s truth throughout the centuries, which said that their hardened hearts would no longer be able to see the truth. Instead of blessing their repentance God wanted them to be broken so they could truly follow Him from the heart. Their pattern, though, had been to discover just enough truth that they could turn into a formula to follow outwardly, with no inner heart change. The disciples, on the other hand, were blessed with spiritual vision and hearing because they already recognized their spiritual poverty. Thus, they were able to understand the mysteries of the kingdom. These mysteries were not understood by the prophets of old; they couldn’t understand how the Messiah could suffer and how the Gentiles could become part of the kingdom. They also didn’t understand how everyone would keep the Law and receive forgiveness. When Jesus came, though, He was the explanation for the mysteries. He was the suffering Messiah, who, through His sacrifice would purchase salvation through the forgiveness of sins for all who would believe.  

	II. Defining the Kingdom (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43; Mark 4:21-29)
	Key Idea: The kingdom will be defined as true and false believers bear fruit and experience the harvest of consequences. 

	3. From Matt 13:24-30 and 36-43 what were the elements (v24, 25, 26-27, 28-29, 30) and meanings (v36-37, 38, 39, 40-42, 43)  of the next parable? What do you think Jesus’ main point is? 
	The kingdom of heaven was also like a field that was sown with good seed, but in the night was infiltrated with weeds from the enemy. They would grow together, but their true identity would not be visible until they were grown. However, they were not to be uprooted for fear that the wheat (sons of the kingdom that are sown with good seed) would be taken along with the weeds (sons of the evil one sown by the devil); rather, they would be gathered at the harvest by the angels at the end of the age, being sorted out, with the weeds being thrown into the fire and the righteous shining forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. The point is that those who are false believers – those who are stumbling-blocks and those who commit lawlessness - will be judged by God in due time, but it is not our job to condemn them now; we must continue to work with those who profess Christ as if they were all the genuine article. Their identity will become known and judged in God’s timing.   

	4. In Mark 4:21-25 what parable did Jesus tell (v21) and what was He teaching (v22)? What impacts what will be revealed in our lives (v23, 24, 25)? Apply. 
	Jesus told the parable that He has used in other contexts about the lamp and the peck-measure (basket). He told them that a lamp (candle) is not brought out to be put under a basket; rather it is retrieved to place on a lamp stand so that there will light. In the same way everything that is now hidden will be revealed because that is the normal course of events. In comparing this to the parable of the seed and soil, that which has been sown in our lives may be undisclosed at first, but it will be revealed as it bears fruit. Similarly, our standard of evaluation will determine how much we receive, and therefore how much we will reproduce – as well as what we reproduce. Thus, whoever has great understanding of the kingdom, and corresponding faith and obedience, will receive greater capacity for faith and obedience. On the other hand, those who have little understanding, faith, and obedience will have that taken from them. We must be putting our understanding into action if we are to have an increasing capacity for kingdom impact. 

	5. Look at Mark 4:26-29. Tell this parable in your own words. What is the point and how does this add to the other teachings about the seed and soil? 
	This parable is about a man who scatters seed then goes about his business every day. The seed sprouts and grows, but the man has no idea about how this occurs – and yet it does occur. Then, although he doesn’t know how it occurs the crop is full grown and it is time for the harvest – which is immediately accomplished. The point is the inevitability of the harvest because we are all planting seeds. We may not understand how it happens, but happen it will. So, we must be careful to plant the right seeds. 

	III. Demonstrating the Kingdom (Matt 13:31-35, 44-52)
	Key Idea: The kingdom will gradually grow and dominate the world as evil is eradicated at the final judgment. 

	6. Read Matt 13:31-33. What are these 2 parables, and what is the main teaching of each (v32, 33)? How can we apply this?
	The parables of the mustard seed and of the leaven speak to the development of Jesus’ kingdom. The mustard seed is one of the smallest seeds of the garden, yet when it is fully grown it is one of the largest plants – like a tree. The comparison is the distinguishing feature of this parable – it starts off very small and ends very large. It is easy to think sometimes that very little progress is being made by the kingdom of God in the fight against evil and Satan’s kingdom. In the end, though, His kingdom will be the dominant kingdom. Similarly, just a little yeast will cause an entire piece of raw dough to rise; so the Word of God will permeate the entire world and will affect every part of it. These parables tell us that we are on the side that ultimately wins, although it may not be apparent at a given point in history. It also points to the enduring power of God’s Word – it will not return void, but will accomplish the purpose for which it was sent forth (Is 55:11). So, we must faithfully present the Word and trust that it will have God’s desired effect. 

	7. Using Matt 13:44-46 what are the 2 parables here (v44, 45-46), what do the elements correspond to, and what is their main teaching? 
	The kingdom of heaven is a treasure, like a pearl of great value, and because of this is worth giving all one has to acquire it. The elements of the first parable are a treasure, hidden in a field, which is discovered and hidden. The one who finds it sells all that he has to buy the field in which the treasure has been hidden. The second parable depicts a pearl of great price (corresponding to the treasure) which a merchant discovered. When he did he sold all he had to purchase it. There is some controversy about whether the man is Jesus who gave His all to purchase us, the treasure and pearl of great price, or whether Jesus is the treasure that we give up everything to buy. While we can’t “buy” anything from God because we are sinners needing grace, that is not the point of the parable. The parable is about the kingdom, and the kingdom is the treasure and pearl of great price. We are all looking for treasure and when we find it we must be willing to give up everything we currently have to obtain this treasure. The point is really that the kingdom is worth the forsaking of everything to obtain it. This is essentially what repentance and faith do; when we exercise them we are denying ourselves and giving up our lives for the sake of the kingdom. This is the point of this parable – that the kingdom is worth whatever it takes to obtain it. 

	8. From Matt 13:47-50 what other picture is given of the judgment at the end of the age (v47-48, 49-50)? What can we learn from this? 
	At the end of this age (before the millennial kingdom is ushered in) all will be gathered together to be evaluated or judged by God. The bad fish caught in the net will be thrown away, while the good fish will be kept in containers. The real event will be the angels taking the wicked from among the righteous and casting them into the furnace of fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. The shows us again that all will be accountable for their lives before God at the end of the age because judgment is inevitable for all. 

	9. According to Matt 13:51-52 who becomes a disciple (v52) and what does he do (v52)? What does this mean and how can we apply it? 
	This parable describes a disciple of the kingdom who was first a scribe, implying that some of these Jewish leaders would be converted (see Acts 6:7). Scribes thoroughly knew the Old Testament scriptures, and the parable depicts what will happen when a scribe becomes a disciple. They will be like a head of a household who brings old and new things out of his treasure. This means that converted scribes will be able to draw on their knowledge of the Old Testament even as they are learning New Testament truths, and will be able to teach both of them in a fashion that enhances both. The application for us is that what we have learned before our second birth can be used to enhance the insights that we gain once we are saved. 

	10. Based on Matt 13:34-35 how much did Jesus use parables (v34) and why did He use this method so much (v35)? What does it show about Him? 
	Jesus never spoke to the multitudes without a parable or story, partly to make the message easier to understand, but also to keep those who had no intention of obeying Him from misusing His truths. The other important aspect of His usage of parables was that it fulfilled prophecy (Ps 78:2). Asaph, a psalmist/prophet who spoke for God, exhorted God’s people to listen to his instruction which would be presented in the form of a parable and in “dark sayings of old”. This was significant because it meant that Jesus’ speaking in parables was a method that God Himself used. God doesn’t always speak directly; He wants us to be engaged in the process of “discovering” Him because this is what persons in relationship do that care about each other. Jesus used the same approach to “draw” people into relationship, also showing that parables are more than the judgment of God on the hardened hearts of His people. They are actually the best way to reach those who have rejected the direct approach. That is why the story of our life is often much more effective with those who will not consider the Bible. 

	11. Looking back over Jesus’ parables how does His kingdom grow and how is its presence seen? When will it be fully defined and how should we apply these truths?
	The kingdom grows gradually and without notice, but its growth will not be stopped as the Word is scattered by His people. It will be seen in His people as they bear fruit. Eventually it will dominate the world. Its presence will be clearly seen at the end of the age as all evil is judged and eradicated and the righteous members of the kingdom are preserved. The application for us is that the Jesus’ kingdom will succeed over all others so we should give all we have and are to be integral and fruitful members of it. 


